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Editorial

This specialissueis dedicateden[irely to Spanishresearchtrendsfroin 1989to 1998.The purpose
is to provide. as objectively and clearly as possible,[hesatcof he artof recentand einergingwork jo
Spain, correspondingto tenuredpsychologyprofessors.The articlesin [bis issuewill be published
sirnultaneouslyin threeof thecurrently rnostprevalen[ languages:Spanish(PapelesdelPsicólogo),English
(The SpanishJournalofPsychology),and Freoch (Rulletin de Psychologie).Wc owe [henotion of preparing
a special issueon contemporarySpanishpsychologyto ihe Editor of Ihe Frenchjeurnal,Marcel Turbiaux.
The original idea was [o prepare[he arrides oniy for [bisjournal. However,as [heworks advanced,we
beganto consider[heappropriatenessof publishingtbem lo tbe [hreeabove-mentionedjournals.Ihe idea
rnet with [heapprovalof [heErencheditor, sothe work began.Now the work is overand onty one issue
is pending: [hecopyrigbt.Wc decided[herhreejoumalswould hoid [hejoin[ copyright of thearticles,each
journal lo the respectivelanguage.

Wc would like to highlight severalcharacteristiesof [his specialissue.First, [he dilficulties inhereol
to this kind of work. The databases,both nationaland international, that we usedto searchfor [hescientific
productionof faculty ¡nembersare currently far from perfect.Theircriteria for inclusionof papersare no
alwaysclear,either for joamaisor for articles,andsornefactorshaving little todo with scientific rigor seem
to be presentin al? [hedatabases(blas of personsresponsiblefor tbe databasesconcerninglanguage,the
countryof origin, habits and preferences,etc.).Becauseof tbis, [hefinal result could presen[ inclusion or
exelusion liases itt sorneresearchtrends,unlesseorrectivemeasureswere taken. Itt order Lo mitigatethis
difficulty as much as possible,we decided[o senda letter [o eacbaod everytenuredpsychologyprofessor
(from [hebeginning,tbis was [beseJectedpopulation),in wbich [beywereaskedto ra[ify or rectify [hedata
tha[ had becoextractedfrom the databases.This was an essentialpar[ of [heprocedureagreedupon by al!
[heparticipantswho write about[heresearch[reods,as is describedin [bef¡rst article, whicb is an introduction
lo [herest. Nevertheless,eachauthorconídhe flexible whencarrying out [heappropriatemodificationsas
a funcrion of [hespccifici[y of bis or her area,as long as [besechangeswere mentionedin [hestudy.

Second,we n-iust refer to ibe limirations.No doubt, the generalaún had [o be consideredtaking into
accounta priori condidons:Only one decadewas covered,that immediately preceding[bebegioningof
this work (1999). ¡o addirion, we agreedon the need[o f,nd five paperson the sametopic, in specific
databases,in order [o considertbem as a researchtreod. Both tbesedecisionsare susceptible[o cri[icism,
butwe found no antidote for [bis situation. In addition[o [besegeneraldecisions,specific decisionswere
to be takenby the authors:Wba[ is considered‘[he saínetopic” jo eacharea?To what ex[en[ shouldthe
papersbe related[o each o[her in order [o be considereda researcbtreod?¡viere also, we conid oo[ find a
perfectsolution [batwould preventpossibleinvoluntary liases.

Third, [hereview processof [hemanuscripíswas the eustornary one itt [bis type of solicitedpapers.
The Editor, Associa[e Edirors,collaborators,and o[her researcbersmade commen[s, but the auhorsare
ultima[ely responsiblefor [beconten[ of [heirrespectivearticles.Weherewithacknowledgetheir determination
and constaotdedication,witbou[ which [heoriginal ideaof tbis specialissuewould hayo beenimpossible.

Las[ly, in view of al! the articles,we can sta[e tha[, lo general,psychologicalresearcbin Spainis becoming
progressivelymore international,and that [henumberof Spanishauthorswho publishin journalsof acknowledged
quality aud greatimpael (Science, Nature, Animal Reviewof Psychology,FsychologicalBulletiri, etc.) is
increasing.Izlowever, [o date,[he internationalimpac[ is relatively unsatisfactoryfor [heSpanishscien[ific
production,al[hough certaindifferencescan be observedamong arcas.Wc hope[ha[he diffusion of [hese
researchtrendsitt [hreelanguageswill offer a goedoppor[uoi[y [o increaseour colleagues’awarenessof the
research[batis being carriedou[ in Spain,andthus, facilitate this desiredinternational¡mpact.

Although witb [his specialnumberThe SpanishJaurnalof Psychologygoes from being annual to
biannual(May andNovember),we would like [o poinr out [ha[, ¡o [hefu[ure, the journal will carry on
with its usualformat of “articles and researchtrond” in eacbof lis two isgues.— JuanFernández,Editor
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