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ABSTRACT

Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial growth
and let w be a weight on G. We look for general conditions on the weight
which allow us to develop a functional calculus on a total part of L'(G,w).
This functional calculus is then used to study harmonic analysis properties of
L'(G,w), such as the Wiener property and Domar’s theorem.
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Introduction

Weighted group algebras occur in a lot of situations. In the abelian case, their har-

monic analysis properties have been studied among others by Beurling ([1], [2]), Do-

mar ([5]), and Vretblad ([20]). Domar proves the following results: Let G be a locally

compact abelian group and w a weight on GG. For every neighbourhood N of the iden-

tlty 1in G (the dual group of ), there exists fx € L'(G,w) such that supp fy CN,
fn(1) #0, if and only if the weight w satisfies

Zlnu;y<+oo Vr € G.

n=1

In case this is true, the algebra L' (G, w) has the Wiener property, i.e. for every proper
closed ideal I of Ll(G w), there exists y € G such that

Ic{fel’Guw)|fx)=0}

For the group G = R, Vretblad even proves a partial converse of the Wiener property.
He shows the following: Let w be a symmetric weight on R such that

1
/ nw(z) dr = oo.
R 1+.’L‘2

Assume moreover that w(z) = exp(§|z|q(x)) with ¢ decreasing on R and w increas-
ing on Ry. Then L!(R,w) does not have the Wiener property. Let’s write nz instead
of ™, as the group R is additive. Notice that under the assumptions on ¢ and w,

1 1
SR | veer o | o < o
n2 1+ 22

n=1

Hence Vretblad shows that if L'(R,w) has the Wiener property, then >+ mo;w <
400, for every z € R. The aim of the present paper consists in proving similar results
for non abelian groups. Let G be a locally compact group and G its dual, i.e. the
space of equivalence classes of unitary topologically irreducible representations of G.
The question about Domar’s property is then the following: Let N be an arbitrary
open set in G. Does there exist fn in the weighted group algebra L'(G,w) such that
7(fn) = 0 for every 7 € G\ N and p(fn) # 0 for some given p € N? The question
about Wiener’s property reads: If I is a proper closed two-sided ideal in L'(G,w),
does there exist 7 € G such that [ C kerw = {f € L' (G,w) | 7(f) = 0}? The
answer to both questions depends of course on the group G and on the growth of the
weight w.
Before stating our results, let us recall some precise definitions. A weight w on a
locally compact group G is a Borel function that satisfies

w:G — [1,+o00]
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such that
w(zy) Sw(@)w(y) Vo,yeq.

All weights will be assumed to be symmetric in this paper, i.e.
wi™) =w() Vred.

Moreover we shall always require the function w to be bounded on compact sets.
Recall also that the algebra L'(G,w) is then given by

LYG,w) = {f : G — C| f measurable and || f||, = / |f(z)] |w(x)|dx < +oo}.
G

Except for the question of the symmetry of the algebra L'(G,w), studied in [6],
nothing seems to be known for non-abelian groups and for weights growing faster
than sub-exponential ones. One may ask the question of what are the most gen-
eral weights w on a locally compact group G, such that the weighted group algebra
L'(G,w) has reasonable harmonic analysis properties such as Domar’s property or
Wiener’s property. The results known for the constant weight w = 1 and the neces-
sity to measure the growth of the weight urge us to limit ourselves to locally compact,
compactly generated groups with polynomial growth. For such a group, let U be a
generating neighbourhood of the identity element e, with compact closure, i.e. such
that

o0

a=Jur
n=1

and such that the Haar measure of U satisfies
U™ < K -n@
for some K > 0, @ € N. One may define the following quantities:
Tu(z) =|z| =inf{n e N* |z € U"}
where N* = N\ {0} (see 1.2) and

s(n) = sup w(x).

zeUn
If G = R, 1y(-) = || is equivalent to the absolute value in the following sense: If
U = [-1,1], then 7y (z) — 1 < |z| < 7y (x) where |z| denotes the absolute value of x.

This justifies the use of the notation |-|.
A weight w is said to be sub-exponential of degree at most a, 0 < a < 1, if there
exists C' > 0 such that
w(z) < el vzeg
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(see 1.4). The way to prove the Wiener property is to use functional calculus to con-
struct an approximate identity contained in the minimal ideal with empty hull, which
implies, together with the symmetry of the algebra L'(G,w), the Wiener property.
In [6] it is shown that if w is sub-exponential, then L'(G,w) has Wiener’s property.
In this paper we prove the Wiener property even for faster growing weights, as well
as other harmonic analysis properties of L'(G,w) (homeomorphism of Prim, L'(G)
and Prim, L'(G,w), Domar’s property, existence of minimal ideals of a given hull).
We show that if the weight w satisfies the condition

3 (In(Inn)) - In(s(n)) (1)

< 400
2
neN,n>e® n

then L!'(G,w) is symmetric and has Domar’s and Wiener’s properties. The condi-
tion (1) seems slightly stronger than Domar’s condition. Nevertheless, for fast growing
weights, the presence of the factor (In(Inn)) does not seem to affect the result as the
following example shows: Let w be defined by

w(x) = o TR

Condition (1) is satisfied for this weight if and only if v > 1. In this case, L'(G,w)
has Domar’s and Wiener’s properties. On the other hand, if G = R and w is as
above, then the results of Domar and Vretblad show that L!(R,w) has Domar’s and
Wiener’s properties if and only if v > 1. This is the same condition on . Hence,
for fast growing weights our result seems to be almost optimal, as we get the same

condition on 7 as in the abelian case. Another weight studied in this paper is

w(z) = eXoren cklal™

where 0 < v <1, % T1,cx >0, > o Cr < +00.

Our results are obtained thanks to the construction of a functional calculus on
L'(G,w). In general, functional (or symbolic) calculus in function algebras is a special
case of functional calculus in Banach x-algebras. Let’s recall the following definition
and facts: Let B be a Banach x-algebra. We say that a function ¢ operates on an
element f of B, if the Gelfand transform of f with respect to the smallest commutative
Banach subalgebra A of B, containing f, is real and if there exists g € A such that
po f = g, where f and ¢ denote the Gelfand transforms of f and g (see for instance
[8], [10]). We then write g = ¢{f}. The idea to realise this comes from the Fourier
inversion theorem. Let f be a self-adjoint element of B (if B is a symmetric *-algebra)
and let’s define

u(nf) = Z ikk:lkfk7 n € Z.

k=1

Here f* is the k-th power of f for the multiplication in the algebra B. In case of
LY(G) or LY(G,w) we write f** to indicate that it is a convolution product. A
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periodic function ¢ of period 27 and such that ¢(0) = 0 then operates on f through

the formula
{1} = ulnf)@(n)

nez
provided
> llu(nf)l @)
nez
converges, where || - || denotes the norm in the Banach algebra B (]| - || = || - ||, in case

of L}(G,w)) and where ¢ is the Fourier transform of ¢ on the interval [0, 27]. Further
details about the functional calculus for function algebras and its properties will be
given in Section 2. Let’s mention here among others the pioneer work of Dixmier
(1960, [4]), Kahane (1970, [9]), Pytlik (1973 [17]; 1982, [18]) and Hulanicki (1974, [7];
1984, [8]).

To prove the convergence of

> llu(nf)lg(n)]

nez

one needs of course a good bound for ||u(nf)|| and a function ¢ whose Fourier coef-
ficients decrease rapidly enough. The existence of such functions ¢ # 0 will depend
on the growth of ||u(nf)||, and hence on the weight w (in case of a weighted group
algebra). In fact, in order to have ¢ Z 0, the decrease of |p(n)| must not be too rapid,
especially as we also need some control on the support of the function ¢ (in order to
prove the desired harmonic analysis properties).

In [6] such a functional calculus was constructed for L'(G,w) if the weight w is
sub-exponential. This proof cannot be extended to faster growing weights. So a
new approach to this problem will have to be developed in this paper. First the
evaluation of the bound for ||u(nf)|l. (f = f* continuous with compact support)
has to be improved considerably. This will be done in Section 3 by adapting and
developing a method introduced by Hulanicki in [8]. Secondly, appropriate functions
¢ that operate on f have to be constructed. To do this we shall use a result of
Paley-Wiener ([16]) and show that such functions exist if the growth of the weight w
is limited by the condition

In(Inn))In(s(n
T (In(Inn))In(s(n))

1+n2

< 400,
neN,n>e®

(see Section 4). Finally, there exist enough of such functions ¢ to prove the harmonic
analysis results we are interested in sections 5, 6 and 7.

1. Examples of weights

1.1. In this chapter we recall some results of [6] and give some examples of weights.
Part of these examples are already found in [6], but their presence in this paper is
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necessary for a better understanding of the abstract results that will follow.

1.2. Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial growth.
Let U be an open, symmetric and relatively compact neighbourhood of the identity
element e of G with G = U:g U™. Such a neighbourhood will be called a generating
neighbourhood. As G has polynomial growth, there exist constants @ € N, and K > 0
such that the Haar measure of U™ satisfies

|U"| < Kn©.
Let 7y : G — [1,400[ be defined by
Tv(x) =inf{n e N* |z € U" }.

Then
T (z-y) < Tu(r) +10(y).
It is easy to check that wy : G — [1, +00[ defined by

wy(z) =1+ 71y(x)
is a weight on G. The same is true for every wy (z)%, o € Ry (see [7], [8], [12]).

1.3 (Polynomial weights). A weight w : G — [1, 400 is said to be polynomial if
and only if there exists & > 0 and C' > 0 such that

wz) <C+1y(x)*, Vred.

This definition is independent of the choice of the neighbourhood U. If G is a con-
nected, simply connected, nilpotent Lie group, this is equivalent to the fact that w(x)
is bounded by a polynomial function in the coordinates of the first or second kind
of x.

1.4 (Sub-exponential weights). A weight w : G — [1,400[ is said to be sub-
exponential of degree at most o, 0 < o < 1, if there exists C' > 0 such that

w(z) <@y e @

This definition is independent of the choice of the neighbourhood U. Polynomial
weights are sub-exponential and the function
z 1 eClu@)™

0 < a < 1, itself is a sub-exponential weight.
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1.5 (Condition (S)). (i) The condition (S) on the weight w is defined in order to

(iii)

get the symmetry of the algebra L'(G,w). A clue is given by what happens for
L'(R,w), where w(z) = ¢®(?) with ® : Ry — R. One knows that L'(R,w)
is symmetric if and only if L'(R,w) admits no non-unitary characters (i.e. no
characters = — e“® where ¢ € C has a non-zero real part), which is equivalent
to the fact that

lim Inw(w) _ lim ®(lz])

lel>too @] Jal—too |

This condition is what Beurling ([1], [2]) and Vretblad (][20]) called the non-
analytic case.

=0.

Let now G be an arbitrary compactly generated locally compact group with
polynomial growth. Let w be a weight on G and U a generating neighbourhood.
If the weight w is radial for U, i.e. if w(z) = w(ty(z)) = e®(0 @) for some
function ® : N — R, then we may again define condition (S) by

P

(o) _ ek
Tu (2)——+00 TU(LL') k—+oo k

If the weight is not radial, we have to generalise the previous condition as follows.

Definition. For the given generating neighbourhood U, let us define

s(0)=sp=1 and s(k)=sp= sup w(z) for ke N".
zeUk

We say that the weight w satisfies condition (iS) if

In Sk
k

lilzn =0 or, equivalently, lilgn s = 1.

As seen in [6], the condition (iS) is independent of the choice of the generating
neighbourhood U.

Assume that there exists a positive increasing function ¢ : Ry — R, with

O(k ,
klim % =0 and such that w(z) < C-e®W@) vreq,
— 400
for some positive constant C'. Then w satisfies condition (S). This is in particular
the case if w is sub-exponential.

The function
71— e2u(@)

is itself a weight, if ® is sub-additive. This is for instance the case if @ is a
positive, increasing, concave function.
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(vii) If w satisfies (S), then the algebra L!(G,w) is symmetric ([6]).

Ezample 1.6. Let w(z) = e2onzo (U (@) ith 0 < Yo < 1, v T 1, ¢, > 0,
D onCn < +00. Then ®(x) =3 c 27 and w satisfies condition (iS). The weight w is
not sub-exponential.
Examples 1.7. As previously, let U be a generating neighbourhood. In order to
simplify the notations, let us put |z| = 7y (x) for every x € G. Let ¢ : N — R, be a
decreasing function such that

liIE qg(n) =0 and lirf (ng(n)) = +oo.
Then the function ® : N — R defined by ®(n) = ng(n) is sub-additive and w : G —
R’ given by

w(z) = 202D = elzlallz)

is a weight that satisfies condition (IS). Examples of such weights are for instance
given by

T C
(i) w(z) =efll" = B ‘\w\l’”, C>0,0<y<1(|z|]=71v(z) >1),

|| cn
(11) W(.’I;) — exnzo Cn, 1+|z|BPn — elm‘Zn 1+|x|Bn , O < ﬁn < 17 (/Bn)n decreasing’ ﬁn N 0’
> Cn < 00,

(iil) w(zx) = ecm(e‘i‘lfl),

|z]

(iv) w(z) = ec (n(e+lzF 0 < k,

[z]

(v) w(z) = e’ mmterEm .
The weights of examples (ii) to (v) are not sub-exponential. By [6], L'(G,w) is
symmetric for each one of these weights.

Ezample 1.8. The weight w(z) = e“I*l does not satisfy condition (S). This implies
that the algebra L'(G,w) is not symmetric ([6]).

2. Principles of functional calculus

2.1. Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial growth
and let w be a weight on G satisfying a certain growth condition (to be specified later).
The sub-exponential weights will be examples of such weights. One aim of this paper
is the construction of a functional calculus for all self-adjoint functions f = f* that
are continuous with compact support, where f* is defined by

fr@)=fz7h), veed,
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the modular function of a group with polynomial growth being identically 1. This
construction will be inspired by the one given for L*(G) and S(G) in [4] and [8].

Let’s recall the main ideas of this construction. It is based on the Fourier inversion
formula: If ¢ € L'(]0,27]) and if ¢ defined by

~ 1 o —inx
o) = 5= [ @

belongs to 1(Z), then
px) =Y e (n).
neZ

The idea of functional calculus consists in replacing the variable x by a function f
in the last formula. But as our function algebra L'(G,w) doesn’t have a unit, e’/
doesn’t make sense in L'(G,w) and has to be replaced by

+0oo .k

_ Uk opxk
u(nf)—zk!n % nel.
k=1
We then look for non zero functions ¢ : R — R, periodic with period 27, such that

e{f} = ulnf)p(n)

nez

converges in L'(G,w). Because of the lack of a unit in L'(G,w) and because

> @n) = ¢(0),

nez

we have to restrict ourselves to functions ¢ such that ¢(0) = 0. We also require the
convergence of

> llu(nf)llolm)]- (2)

neZ

Let us note that u(nf) € L'(G,w) as
Ju(ns) o < 191 < oo,

But this bound will have to be improved quite a lot to allow the construction of
functional calculus. This will be done in Section 3 and the results are stated in 3.12.

We then look for the non-zero functions ¢ : R — R, periodic with period 27, such
that ¢(0) = 0 and such that (2) converges. Moreover, in order to establish harmonic
analysis properties, we need to have a control on the support of the function . For
instance, we want to be able to choose ¢ such that supp ¢ N[0, 27] is contained in a
previously fixed compact set of |0, 27[. Of course a too strong decrease of the Fourier
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transform of ¢ will then imply that this function will be identically zero, what we do
not want. This will put some restrictions on the possible growth of |u(nf)||., and
hence on the weight w. The functions ¢ suitable for our purposes will be constructed
in Section 4, thanks to a result of Paley-Wiener ([16]).

2.2. Functional calculus, if it exists (see Section 4), has the following properties:
For any continuous self-adjoint function f = f* with compact support, for any
appropriate functions ¢ and ¥,

(A1 + X} = Ml f} + M {f}, YA, €R.

If x is any character of the abelian Banach x-algebra generated by f, then y is
continuous, x(f) is real as f is self-adjoint and

xX(p{f}) = w(x(f))-

If 7 is any *-representation of L!(G,w) on a Hilbert space H, then

m(p{f}) = e(n(f))

where ¢(m(f)) is the operator obtained by the functional calculus of hermitian oper-
ators.

If ¢ and v are functions such that (¢ - ¥) = @ x ¢ still has appropriate decrease,
then

(- DS} =S} {f}.

To see this, one may apply the left regular representation, which is injective, to
(- f}

In particular, if ¢ is such that supp ¢ N [0,27] C|0,27[ and such that ¢ has an
appropriate decrease, then, there exists a function ¥ with the same properties and
such that ¢ = 1 on supp . Hence

Pl S} = o{frxo{f} = (- S} = e{f}-

Similar results are for instance already found in [4].

2.3. Instead of the “discrete” definition p{f} = > .z u(nf)p(n), one may also
use a “continuous” definition given by ¢{f} = 5= [5 u(Af)@(A)dA for a real-valued
C°-function ¢ with compact support, such that ¢(0) = 0 and such that ¢ has an
appropriate decrease. The properties of functional calculus remain of course the
same. Moreover, one may also use results of Mandelbrojt ([13], [14]) to construct
such functions .
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3. Computation of the bound used in functional calculus

3.1. Let w be an arbitrary weight on G (bounded on compact sets). Then there exists
a constant C' > 0 such that

w(z) < el vz e,

because every weight is exponentially bounded. For further purposes, let’s fix this
constant C' > 1, which is always possible. We define three other weights that will be
useful in the computation of the bound. First, let’s put

wi(z) = s(lz]) = sup w(y),
yeul! vz e G.

wo(z) = 12l

Let’s also choose a constant C’ > 0 such that
(1+ |x\)%w1(x)w2(x) < el

This is possible because the left hand side is again a weight (bounded on compact
sets). Let’s define the weight

ws(x) = 'l vz eq

and let’s put

sa(n) = sup wq(x) = eC",
veur » Vn € N*.
s3(n) = sup ws(z) =e" ",
xeUn
Let
r:N—N

be an arbitrary increasing function, that will only be specified later. For the rest of
this section f = f* will be a self-adjoint continuous function with compact support.
Finally, for any subset A of G, let’s note A° = G\ A. We are now in the position to
start the computation of the bound of ||u(nf)|, for all n € Z. To do this we shall
adapt the methods introduced by [8] to our situation.

3.2. Let us use the following decomposition of u(f):

u(f)=g+k
with g = u(f) - Xyre, k& = u(f) - X@re)e, where x4 stands for the characteristic

function of the set A. For further purposes we compute

1 1 1
el L0 [ Eer o 0] e

1]l < [[w(f)leos -
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Similarly,

was/Wu$w@wm
/M: (1 + [sl) Fwn (5) ds

_/ k()| (1 + |s]) Fwi(s) ds
(Ur(n))e
! Q
/Ur(n>)c|k(s)(1 + [s) 2 wi(s)wa(s) ds

- infl‘e(Ur(n))c wg(l‘)
< 1
= s2(r(n))

[ ()]s

3.3. Consider the unitary map (u(f) + d.) : L*(G) — L*(G)

Fr— (u(f)+6)* F=e¥ « F=u(f)« F+F,

where §, is the Dirac measure. Obviously ||(u(nf) + d.) * F|a = || * F|| < || F||2

for n € Z. By 3.2,
(g +de) * Fll2 = [[(u(f) + de — k) * Fll2
< @+ [EIDIF]

llw(f)llws
= (1 + s2(r(n)) >”F||2

3.4. For n € N, let us make the following estimations (using the methods of [8])

D" =110 +9)+8) "o
D@+ g)™ w ks

m=0 a,b

(e + u(f
(de + g)°" * k> |,

where a = (a,...,a,) € {0,1}", b = (b1,...,b,) € {0,1}", |a] = m, |b| =n —m,
bi=1, (0 +9)% =6, if aj = 0 and k% = ¢, if b; = 0. Fix a and b as above

Assume that a # 0. Then

(8 + g)® % K% s« % (8 + g)% % kb ||,

S/.../||(5e+g)a1*521*~-~*(5e+g)an*522”w
G G
. |k(51)b1 .. .k(gn)b"|d51 <o dsy,

332
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where the convention is such that there is no integral with respect to ds; if b, = 0.
One may check that

(0 + g) # 88 s -5 (B + g) " % 8%
< SNG4 )™ w8 e (B g) o w0l e g ol w8

a;j=1
+ H w
bi=1
Similarly,
”emf * Flly = [1(0c +u(f)™" * Fllo
<Y SN0 A ) K k(B + ) R L
m=0 a,b
and

1(de + g)** Kbk (0e +g)* = kb Fl.

S// 10 + )™ 8t x5 (B + g)° 87 Flle
G G
. |k(51)b1 . ~k(sn)b" |dsy - dsy.
Finally,
|8 + g)** * 521 k- (0 + g)' % 522 * F||o
< Z||(5e+g)a1 *521 koook (0 +g)W 1 *52;::1 *g*éi’? *...*522 * |

1
+ H w(si)[[Fllw-

a;j=1

3.5. Let us denote B(n) = U™. Then, for a # 0, the function

(B 0" % 002w -n (5o + )" 8% g8l x o Bl
is supported by B(nr(n) + |s1|* + -+ + [s,|"*) with the convention that |s;|* = 0 if
by = 0. Moreover, by 1.2,

‘B(nr(n)+\31|b1+.,.+\3n|bn)’ < K- (1+nr(n)? H +s:])@
bi=1
Similarly, the function (3 + )™ # 0% % - (5 + )™= % 6} % g # 85 %% 5o + F
is supported by B(q+ nr(n) + |s1| + -+ + |sn|?), if supp F C U, and

<SK-(1+9%0 +nr(n)? ] @ +si)®
b;i=1

[Blg-+nr(n) + [sa]™ + - + [sal™)
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3.6. If h is any function with compact support in B(r), then

Ihlle = [ Ihieote) de < sl B

Obviously ||g]l2 < ||u(f)||2- Hence, by 3.3-3.5, we obtain

1(8e +g)® % 02 5 (e + 9) " % 627 o

< Z (1 + W)a1+...+aj_1 . Hu(f)||2 . ’B(nr(n) 4 |81|b1 4t |Sn‘b")‘%

PAEE )

cs(nr(n) + [sa]" 4 -+ [sal*) + T wisa)
bi=

[l oy Y24 )y

s2(r(n))

~s(nr(n) + 51" 4+ [sal ™) [T+ Isil) 2+ T w(si)

< KEu(hll: 3 (1+

a_,»:l

Q

< K [u(f)ll2 - n(1 +nr(n))? -

< K Jul()z - n(1 + nr(m) e )

’ H ((1+ |31|)% cwi(s)) + H w(s;).

b;=1 b;=1

-s(nr(n))-e

Similarly, if supp F' C U4,

[(0e + g)** 521 xek (0 +g)* 52; * F|o
< K3 {lu(H)|L]|Fll2(1 + ) F 5(q) - n(1 +nr(n) % - s(nr(n)) - l"Ples (o)
Q
L@+ 1D % -wi(s0)) +IF e [T wsi)

bi=1 bi=1
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as ||g * 5?; sk 60k Fllg < gl | Fll2 < [Ju(f)||1]|F|l2. Therefore for a # 0 we have
15+ 7% Ko (5t g) Ko
< KE[Ju(f)]l2 - n(1+nr(n)F - s(nr(n)) - el o)

H /|k )| (1 + |s:]) T wr (s ds + H /|k w(si)ds;

b;=1 b;=1
< K3 |u(f)ll2 - (L +nr(n)) % - s(nr

| /wc (1 +]sal)

||(6e +g)a1 * k'bl kooee X (65 + )an * kbn * F”w
< KHJu()ls - (1 + @) Fs(@IIF - n(1 +nr(n))

/|k (L + ]s4]) 2w1 dsl> + | F)lw H / |k(s:)|w(ss)ds;
bi=1

bi=1

vl

n)) - el llews (Gremy)

wi (s i)d&‘) + (%)bl%%n'

—~

vl

Similarly,

Q
2

- s(nr(n)) - et lles (s3my)

< KHu(f)lh - (1+ ) s@I Fllz - n(1 + nr() F - snr(n)) - Ol o)

/ [k(si)[(1 + |Sz\)%w1(sz)dsz) + | F|w (%)bl'i‘"--l-bn.

3.7. As

Q Q
[kt s Foatsds = [ kel Fa(si) d
el (Ur(m)e
< o [ Rl s Fn (s (o) d
= s2(r(n) Jwron)ye ' e
1
U w3
— ]
we have by 3.2 and 3.6, for a # 0,
(8 + g)® % K2 s - % (8 + g)% + kP ||,
< (KHu()z - 01+ nr(n) () - O G 1)

) (M)ler...ern
s2(r(n))
s(nr(n)) - el\u(f)l\w3~(m)
) (M)bl"'"""bn
sa(r(n)

[N

< C1(1+n)(1 + nr(n))

9
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where Cy = (Kz|ju(f)||2 + 1). Analogously, for F' supported by U9, we have

(0 + g)** Kbk (0 +g)* = kb % Fllo

)

g () llog-(eggyy) . (Ll \ P F0n
< 0ot )1 (o) stort) - ) (L)
with Gy = K3 |[u(f) - (1+ )% s(q)| Fll2 + | Fl.

3.8. For a =0, we have by + --- 4+ b, = n and

ai 1 an n — *n n Uf =l
65, +-9)% ko weex 0t ) < kol = [ < ol < (L),

Similarly
(8 4+ 9)% * K2 5 - % (8, + g)* % kP % F||o, = ||[k™ * F||o

< 1Pl < 17 (LD

This shows that the bounds of 3.7 remain valid even for a = 0 with the same constants
Cy, Cs.

3.9. Using 3.4, 3.7, and 3.8, we get the following bounds:

[1(Ge +u(f) " e
< C1(1+n)(1 + nr(n))

F 5(nr(n)) - el"Dlla (Grey)

Z S (||U () lleos )b1+"'+b"

m=0 a,b

s(nr(n)) - D les (o)

( Hu IIW3)”

s(nr(n)) ~62““(f)““3 (Sz(r(n))).

Q

=Ci(1+n)(1+nr(n))?

i)

<Ci(1+n)(1+nr(n))?2
Likely,
10 +u())" * Fllo = lle™ * F|L
< Co(14+n)(1+nr(n))

|l

s(nr(n)) - e214Wlles (GaEy)|
The constants C, Cy are the same as in 3.8. Finally,

lu(nf)lle < 10 +u(f)™ |lo + w(e)
< (Cr+w(e)(d +n)(1 +nr(n))

% s(nr(n)) - 21 les - (em)
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3.10. The previous bounds have been proven for n € N. If we want a bound
valid for n € Z, we first put nf = (—n)(—f) if n < 0. We replace [|u(f)|2 by

max([lu(f)|l2, [u(=f)[[2) in the constant Cy and [lu(f)[lx by max([lu(f)[|1, [lu(=f)]1)
in the constant Cy. We then have

7 |n|
[u(nf)llw < CL(L+|n) (1 + [nlr(n]) 2 s(|nlr(|n])) - € GEotm)| n ez,

and
inf / Q ch(—Anl
[ s Fll < Co(1 4 [n))(1 + [nlr(|n))) 2 s(Inlr(|n))) - e7> =007, n e Z,
where the constants C7, C}, C% are obtained in the following way:
C) = Kielfll 14 w(e)
> K2 max([[u(f)]|2, [u(—1)ll2) + 1 + w(e)
Cy = Kl (14 ) Fs(q) | Fll2 + | Fl
1 Q
> K2 max([lu(f)l1, [[u(=)l1)Q +q) 7 s(@ Fll2 + | F]]w,

where ¢ € N* is such that supp F' C U?%. As f has compact support, there exists
p € N* such that supp f C UP. Hence

1 £llws < e“PIFlL < €PN flo

and ,
C5 = 2¢l" Il > 9l lls > 2 max(fju(f)lluas (= f)llus)-

So the constants depend essentially only on the original weight w and on the func-
tions f and F'.

3.11 (Choice of the radius r(n)). Motivated by the techniques of functional
calculus exposed later on in this paper, let’s put

r(n) = [In(lnn) + 1], Vn > e,

where [z] denotes the integer part of z. Then

In(In|n]) < r(|n]) < In(lnln|) + 1 < 2In(In|n|), for |n| > e°
and
s2(r(|n])) = 7@ ID) = (Infn))“.
Hence " o
eC3 5zt < 3 T inne
and

s(Infr(jnl)) < s(Jn))" " < s(lnf)> @D for fn| > e,

With this choice of the radius we get the following bounds:
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Theorem 3.12. Let G be a locally compact, compactly generated group with polyno-
mial growth. Let w be an arbitrary weight on G. Let f = f* : G — C be continuous
with compact support. Let F : G — C be an arbitrary continuous function with com-
pact support. We have the following bounds: There exist strictly positive constants
K1, K5, K3 such that

|n

|
lu(nf) o < Ki(1+ [n]) (1 + [n]?) F s(|n))> 0D e Ganpe)
[n|

e  Fllo < Ka(1+ [n))(1+ [n[?) Fs(|n])? " (niDe™ @inie,

for |n| > e°. If U is a generating neighbourhood of G and p,q € N* such that
supp f C UP and supp F' C U9, then

Ky =23 (Kbel/l2 41 4 w(e))

Ky = 2% (K3 el (14 ) F5(q) | FIl2 + | FIl.)

Ky = 2e“ Ml

where the constants C, K and C' just depend on the growth of the weight w and where
¢ >1.

Proof. By 3.10 and 3.11. O

4. Functional calculus

4.1. In this section we shall first construct functions ¢ whose Fourier transform have
a strong decrease and may hence operate, under certain conditions, on the self-adjoint
functions of C2°. This will be done using a result of Paley-Wiener. The use of these
functions in connection with the bound of ||u(nf)||, obtained in 3.10, will give us a
condition on the growth of the weight w. This condition will ensure the existence
of functional calculus on a total part of L'(G,w) and will be called the non-abelian
Beurling-Domar condition, because of its similarity with the results of Beurling and
Domar.

4.2 (A result of Paley-Wiener). For any function f € L*(R) the following two
propositions are equivalent:

(i) There is a function g € L?(R) such that |g| = |f| and § vanishes on a half line.

- [In[f ()]
(ii) = dr < 4o00.

See [16] or [19]. We shall apply the previous result in the following situation:
4.3. (a) Let ¢t : R — R be such that
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(i 1

)
(1)
i)
)

)

z) =t(z), Vx € R,
+ 1) < CtF(2)tF(y) for some k > 1, C > 0, Vz,y € R,

t>
t(—
t(x +
/ n(t(x ) dxr < +00
If moreover, there exists [ € N such that

(v) t7' € L*(R),
(vi) t=(=F) ¢ LY(R),

111

IV

then there is a function g € L*(R,t*) such that supp g € [0, +oc0].
In fact, this results from Paley-Wiener if we take f = ¢t~/

By translating the function ¢ we may construct a function g; such that |g1| =
lg| = | f| and supp g1 C [—¢, +oo] for any given € > 0.

By taking go = g1, where §;(z) = g1(—x), we get a function g, € L'(R, t*) such
that supp ge C] — o0, £].

Finally the function h = g1 * go is in L'(R,t) as g1,92 € L'(R,t*) and as
t(x +y) < Ct*(x)tk(y). Moreover supp h C [—e,¢].

Let now 7 be the inverse Fourier transform of h. Then ¢; € C.(R) such that
supp ¢1 C [—€,¢] and such that p; = h € LY(R,t). If, moreover, |z"| < K, t(x)
for all x € R, for all » € N, for some constant K, (depending on r), then
1 € LY(R,|27|) for all r € N and ¢; € C°(R). Moreover, translating the
function 1 doesn’t change the growth of its Fourier transform, so the Fourier
transform of the translated function stays in L' (R, ).

Assume now that ¢; € C.(R) such that ¢; € L'(R,t) and supp ¢; C [c,d]. Let
I = [a,b] and consider ¢ = p; * x7 where Y is the characteristic function of the
interval I. It is easy to check that supp ¢ C [a + ¢, b+ d] and that ¢ = 1 on
[a+ d,c+b] (provided a + d < ¢+ b). Moreover,

b—a
21

[P < X lloc - [E2 (M) < |[P1 (M)

and $ € L'(R,t). As a matter of fact,
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Let now be two intervals [¢,r] C [¢ — e, + £]. It is then possible to construct a
continuous function ¢, supp ¢ C [g—¢,7+¢], ¢ = 1 on [g,7] and ¢(\) € LY (R, t).
We just have to check that it is possible to find a, b, ¢, d, a < b, ¢ < d,
a+d < ¢+ b, such that

a+d=q,
c+b=r,
a+c=q—c¢,
b+d=r+e.

As a matter of fact, solving this system gives us ¢ = k, b =r — k, d = ¢ + k,
a=q—e—kwith k € R arbitrary. If |2"| < K,t(z) for all z € R, for all » € N,
for constants K., then ¢ € C°(R).

Next we shall show that there are similar results for R/27Z, resp. Z.

4.4. Let w: Z — Z be such that

(i) w > 1, increasing on N,

(ii
(iii) w(n +m) < Cwk(n)w*(m) for some k > 1, C > 1, ¥n,m € N,
(iv) Cpen in) < oo,
Assume moreover that there exists [; € N such that

(v) Cen w2 () < 400,

(vi) Dnen w_(ll_kz)(n) < +o00.

)
) w(—n)=w(n) VneZ,
)
)

This has the following consequences for the function w:
(a) First of all one has
w(n +m) < CwF(n)w®(m) VYn,m e Z.

For n,m € Z_ this follows from the symmetry of the function w. If n > 0,
m < 0,n+m > 0, then

w(n +m) < w(n) < Cw(n) < Cw®(n)wk(m)
as C' > 1, w increasing on N and k > 1. The other cases are treated similarly.

(b) As k < k?, one also has

Z w™ R (n) < 4o0.
neN
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(c) f we put I =1 - k, then [; < and

Z w_(l_kz)(n) < 4o00.
neN

(d) Thanks to the symmetry of the function w, all the sums in this section may be
taken over Z instead of N.

We may now prove the following result:

Proposition 4.5. Let w be as in 4.4. Then, given p,q,& such that 0 < p <p+e <
q—¢e < q<2m, there exists ¥ € C.(R/27Z) such that

(i) supp ¥ N [0,27] C [p,ql,
(ii) py=1on [p+e,q—c¢l,
(i) 3,ez [P(n)|w(n) < +oo,

i.e. 1& € 11(Z,w), where ’(ZJ denotes here the Fourier transform of a periodic function
of period 2m. Moreover 1 may be chosen to be C*=°, if |n"| < K,w(n) for alln € N,
for all r € N*, for some K, > 0.

Proof. The proof of 4.5 has to be done in several steps:

(a) First we define ¢ : R — R by t(x) = w([|z|]) where [z] denotes the integer part
of z. Then the function ¢ satisfies the conditions stated in 2.2 with k2 instead
of k and I = l1k. In fact, if 2,y > 0, let’s put = = [z] + a,y = [y] + b with
0<a,b< 1. Hencex+y=z]+[y]+(a+b) with0<a+b<2and [a+b] =0
or 1. Thus

t(z+y) = w(lz +y)) < w(la] + [y +1)
< C2wk (Lt ([2)w ([y]) = Cit*" ()" (y),
where O = Cka(l). We may of course assume that Cy > 1. If z,y <0,
tx +y) = t(—z —y) < Crt" (—2)t* (—y) = C1t*" ()t (y).
Ifx>0,y<0,z+y >0, then
te +y) = w(lz +y)) < w(lz]) = tz) < Ot (@)t (y).

The other cases are treated similarly. Moreover,

~+o0 400 00
—21 _ —21 _ —2 _ —2
/Rt (z)dx = 2/0 t~(x)dr = 2/0 w™([z])dx = 21;:010 (n) < 400,

2 Foo 2 = 2
/ =0k (3 — 2/ W= ([)dz =25 w ) (n) < oo
R 0 n=0
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and

Int(z " nw(n =X In w(n)
r < 2 .
/1+x2 Z/ = §1+n2<+°°

(b) Let now ¢ be the function obtained in 4.3 and let’s extend it to a periodic
function of period 27 called ). It remains to show that then

> () |w(n) < +oc.

neZ

Let’s first evaluate, with the notations of 4.3 and because in this case b—a < 2,

()] = |@(n)]
< g1 * g2(n)|
< gl = 1gl(n)

_ / = n — y)t~(y) dy
R

:/ w([In = y)w ' ([y]]) dy
R

For n € N,

Gl < [ o= e s+ [ - e () dy

— 00

+o0
[ = e () dy

= i w l(n—m—l)w_l(—m—l)—i—i:w Hn—m — 1w (m)
m=-—00 m=0
+ Zw m —n)w”(m)
0 n—1
= Zwl(n— +Zw7 n—m—1) (m)
m=—o00 m=0
+oo
+ Zw n— Lm)

But
wn —m) =whn—m—1+1) < CwF(n—m—1)w1) = Crw*(n —m —1)
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and l
wl(n—m—1) < Cow ¥ (n —m)

for some positive constants C; and C5. Finally, as —[ < fé = —l,

0 L l 1 L

[P < > wk(n—m)w k(m)+Cy Z wF(n—m)w”*(m)
+o00 . .
+ Z wk(n—m)w” *(m)
+oo
< Cs Z w™ (n —m)w= (m)
m=—0o0

for some new positive constant Cs. Similarly, for n € Z_. This implies that

ZW <Cdz<2w (n—m w_ll(m))w(n—m+m)

nez neZ meZ
< CsC Z Z w™ (n — m)w*(n — m)w=" (m)w"(m)
n€eZ meZ
2
= Gy (Y wm b))
JEZ
< o0. O

Remarks 4.6. (i) In order to get the existence of the function ¢ it is of course suf-
ficient that the conditions of w being increasing and w(n +m) < Cw”(n)w*(m)
are satisfied for n,m > Ny for some Ny € N. In fact, one may change the
function w to be constant for [n| < Np. Then this new function satisfies the
hypotheses for all n € N and may be used to get 1.

(ii) Assume for instance that w(n) > C(1 + |n|)*, for some a > 0, for some C > 0,
for all n. Then the existence of [,{; such as in 4.4 is obvious.

The previous results are now used to construct functional calculus.

4.7. Let f = f* : G — C be continuous with compact support. Recall (3.12) that we
have the following bound:

K]
Ju(nf)llo < Ky (1 + [nl)(1 -+ n?) E s(|n])? 000D M @52, with € > 1.

Let’s call the right hand side of the previous inequality w(n) for |n| > e® and let’s see
wether the hypotheses of 4.4 are satisfied. We have

(I+n+m)<(1+n)1+m)<A+n)*1+m)* Vk>1,¥n,meN
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and

i8]

(14 (n+m)?) g < ((1+n? 1+m)+nm)
<281 +n)T(1+m?)%

Vi)
Vi)

IN

2 ((l—l—nQ)%) ((1—|—m2) )k Vk > 1,Vn,m € N.

Moreover, we have

n-—+m n m
Im(n+m))C = mn)® " am)C"

Hence,

n+m K
ng( (ln(n+7n))0) <e ((ln(n))c) ((m(m))c)

Kg( m ) k
< ( (1n(n))c ) (6 (In(m))® ) , Vk>1,Yn,m > e,
and, if n > m > e°,

In(In(n +m)) = In(In(n(1 + %)))

<In(lnn+1n2)
= ln((lnn)(l + lni))

Inn
n(lnn) 4+ In2
(Inn) 4+ In(Inm) + In 2

2(In(Inn) + In(lnm)), n,m > €.

<1
<In
<

Similarly if m > n > e®. Hence, if n > m > e,

S(TL+ m)21n(ln(n+m)) < S(Tl 41In(In(n+m))

)
< (n)16 In(Inn)
)

16 In(Inn) S( 16 In(Inm)

< s(n
_ ( (n 21n(1nn)>8(8 21n(1nm))

m)

Similarly for m > n. Hence the third condition of 4.4 is satisfied for w and for k = 8.
As w(n) > C(1+n), the fifth and sixth conditions of 4.4 are satisfied for the function
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w. The fourth condition of 4.4 admits the following equivalent formulations:

s )

2
neEN,n>e¢ l+n
InCy In(1+n) QIn(1 + n?)
f oy MO,y B,y oo
neN,n>e¢ 1+n neN,n>e® 1+n neN,n>e¢ 2 1+mn

(In(Inn))In(s(n)) n
+ 2 nelgn:zee 1+n2 + Ko na\%zee W < 400
o Z (In(Inn))In(s(n))

T+ n2 < 400

neN,n>e¢
as the other sums converge for C' > 1.
This leads us to the main theorem:

Theorem 4.8. Let G be a compactly generated locally compact group with polynomial
growth. Let U be a generating neighbourhood of G. For any weight w on G, let’s define
s(n) = sup,epn w(x). Assume that

< +00. (3)

In(Inn))In(s(n
T (In(Inn))In(s(n))

1+ n?2
neN,n>e® +

Let f = f*: G — C continuous with compact support be arbitrary. Then, given any
P, q, € such that 0 < p < p+e < q—¢e < q < 2x, there exists 1 continuous of
period 21 such that suppp N[0,27] C [p,q], Y =1 on [p+e,q — €] and

D llunf)lwld(n)] < +oc.
nez
Hence this defines a function
W{f} =Y dmu(nf) € L'(G,w)
neZ

and the properties of functional calculus are satisfied. The condition (3) is independent
of the choice of the generating neighbourhood U .

Proof. The only thing that remains to be proven is the independence of (3) of the
choice of U. Let U and V be two generating neighbourhoods of G. Then there exist
p,q € N* such that U C V? and V' C U?. Hence, if we write sy (n) = sup,epn» w(2)
and sy (z) = sup ey w(x), then

su(n) < sy(n)? and sy (n) < sy(n)?.
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This implies that

Z (In(Inn)) In(sy(n)) <»p Z (In(Inn)) In(sy (n))

2 = 2
neN,n>e¢ 1+n neN,n>e® 1+n
(In(lnn)) In(sy(n))
<
<pg el
neN,n>e®
which proves the independence. O

Definition 4.9. Under the hypotheses of the previous theorem, let’s call the condition

< 400

Z (In(Inn))In(s(n))
2

neN,n>e® 1+n

the non-abelian Beurling-Domar condition and let’s denote it (BDna). Hence (BDna)

implies the existence of functional calculus in the weighted group algebra L'(G,w).

Ezamples 4.10. (i) Let w(z) < e“*I" with C > 0, 0 < o < 1 be a sub-exponential
weight. Then

C(In(Inn))n®
>y (In(lnn))

< 400
2
neN,n>e¢ 1+n
as 0 < o < 1 and (BDna) is satisfied.
(ii) Let
w(z) = e” Deeamy

with C' > 0, v > 0. Then (BDna) is equivalent to

In(Inn))-n In(Inn
> C(1+(n2()(ln()1)+n))7<+00® > In(lnn) )<+oo

neN,n>e® neN,n>e¢

This condition is satisfied exactly when v > 1.

(i) If w;, ¢ € {1,...,n} are a finite number of weights that satisfy all the condi-
tion (BDna), then the same is true for their product [, w;. For an infinite
product of weights a supplementary convergence condition will of course be
necessary as shown by the following examples.

(iv) Let
w(x) — eZz‘EN cilz|7
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(vi)

with ¢; >0, .y ¢ < +00, 0 <73 <1, 1 1. Then (BDna) means

(In(In7n))n In(In n)
> eI e Ya( ¥ ) <t

neN,n>e® ieN €N neN,n>e€
= E cid; < +00,
1EN

where, for all 7,
In(lnn)
d; = Z m < +00.
neN,n>e®
Given the sequence (7;), the numbers d; are determined, and (BDna) then gives
the condition ZieN c;d; < 400 on the growth of the coefficients ¢;.

Let

||
w(z) = eXieN ST T
where ¢; >0, >, ¢ < 400, 1 <74, 7 | 1. Then (BDna) means

n(lnn))-n
Z ZCZ +n2 Y(In(1 +mn))r < oo

neNn>ec ieN

In(Inn)
< Zci Z n(ln(l 4+ n))% (1 +n=2) < oo

iEN  neN,n>e®

= Z c;e; < 400,
ieEN

where, for all i,
B In(Inn)
= Z n(ln(l 4+ n))7 (1 +n=2)

neN,n>e®

< +o00.

Given the sequence (7;), the numbers e; are determined, and (BDna) then gives
the condition EiEN c;e; < +00 on the growth of the coefficients ¢;.

Let
w(z) = el
with C' > 0. Then
(In(Inn))n
Z C 1 + ’I’LQ
neN,n>e®

diverges and (BDna) is not satisfied.
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Remarks 4.11. (i) Let’s recall that for abelian groups G a lot of work has been done

(i)

by Beurling ([1], [2]) and Domar ([5]). See also [19]. They use the following
condition to get harmonic harmonic analysis properties:

1 n
S el o, vaea
n
n>1

In case G = R and w increasing on R, this is equivalent to

1
[
r 1482

It is then also equivalent to

In s(n)
Z 1+ n2 < +00,
n>1
as, in that case, s(n) = w(n), provided we take U = [—1,1]. This last condition
may again be defined for an arbitrary locally compact, compactly generated
group GG with polynomial growth and an arbitrary weight w on G: We then say
that w satisfies the abelian Beurling-Domar condition and we write (BDa) if

S el

2
1 1+n

Obviously (BDna) implies (BDa). But for rapidly growing weights, the presence
of In(Inn) in (BDna) doesn’t seem to affect the convergence very much. Hence
for the weight

w(q;) = @CW
both (BDna) and (BDa) are satisfied if and only if v > 1. So our result is almost
the best possible result we may expect. For more comments on this question,
see also the introduction and the chapter on the Wiener property.

Instead of using the result of Paley-Wiener in the construction of functional
calculus, one may also use results of Mandelbrojt ([13], [14]).

5. The algebra L'(G,w)

5.1. We first mention some properties of the Banach *-algebra L!(G,w) which hold
for arbitrary locally compact groups and arbitrary weights w and which are obtained
by standard arguments. The left translations a — ,f, where ,f(z) = f(a='x), are
strongly continuous from G to L'(G,w). The same is true for right translations.
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The algebra L'(G,w) admits bounded approximate identities. This property en-
sures that the closed left, right and two-sided ideals in L'(G,w) are just the closed
left, right and two-sided translation invariant subspaces.

Let 7 be a strongly continuous representation of G on a Banach space such that
for all z € G, ||7(x)]lop < C - w(x) for some positive constant C'. Then 7 defines a
representation of L!(G,w) by

7)) = [ Sl e

If the representation 7 of G is irreducible, then the same is true for the correspond-
ing representation of L!(G,w). Conversely, let 7’ be a continuous representation
of L}(G,w) on a Banach space V. Suppose that 7’ is non-degenerate, i.e., that
7'(LY(G,w))V is dense in V. Because of the existence of bounded approximate iden-
tities, the classical proof shows that there exists a representation m of G satisfying
|7 (z)|lop < C-w(x) and such that

2 (f) = /G f@)r(@)de, forall f € LX(G,w).

We are only interested in x-representations on Hilbert spaces. In this case we have:

If 7 is a *representation of L'(G,w) on a Hilbert space H, then the correspond-
ing representation 7 of G is unitary and 7’ is the restriction to L'(G,w) of a *-
representation of L!(G).

The previous remarks apply in particular to 7 € G (the set of equivalence classes
of topologically irreducible unitary representations of G). There is a bijection be-
tween G and the set of equivalence classes of topologically irreducible, continuous
x-representations of L'(G,w).

For 7 € G, let’s write ker m N L' (G, w) (resp. ker7) for the kernel of 7 in L'(G,w)
(resp. in LY(G)). Let Prim, L' (G, w) (resp. Prim, L'(G)) be the space of the kernels
of the topologically irreducible *-representations of L'(G,w) (resp. L!(G)). This space
is endowed with the hull-kernel topology, i.e. the closed sets are of the form h(k(A)),
where A is an arbitrary subset of Prim, L'(G,w), where

k(A) = N ker 7 N LY(G, w)
ker tNLY (Gw)EA

and where
h(I) = {kerm N L'(G,w) | I C kerm N L' (G,w)}.

Similarly for Prim, L*(G).

Let now G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial
growth and let w be a weight on G that satisfies (BDna). Hence functional calculus
exists on a total part of L}(G,w).
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Notations. Let’s note C.(G) for the set of continuous functions with compact support
on G. Let’s denote by ® the set of continuous functions ¢ from R to R, periodic of
period 2w, with ¢(0) = 0, with supp ¢ compact, that operate by functional calculus
on the set of the continuous, self-adjoint functions with compact support on G, given
by 4.5 and 4.8.

We may then prove the following proposition:

Proposition 5.2. Let G and w be as explained in 5.1. Let C C G, C; C
Prim, L'(G,w) and Cy C Prim, L'(G) given by C; = {kermr N L*(G,w) | m € C'},
resp. Co = {kerw | m € C'}. Let p € G. Then the following are equivalent:

l
(i) kerpN LY(G,w) € ot ()

(i) Nyec kerm N LY (G, w) w)
o) lop < suprecllm(fllop VI € Ce(G)
(iv) llo(H)llop < supreclln(fllop Vf € LG, w)
) lo(Pllop < suprecllm(fllop Vf € LYG)
(vi) Nyeckerm C kerp

Ckerpn LY(G,

(iii

)
)
)
)
)
)

1
(vii) kerp e Cy " 1@

(viii) p e C°

Proof. The equivalence of (vii) and (viii) is due to the fact that every locally compact
group of polynomial growth is *-regular ([3]). The equivalences of (i) and (ii), resp. of
(vi) and (vii), result from the definition of the hull-kernel topology. The implication
(vi) = (ii) is trivial. Recall moreover that C.(G) C L*(G,w) C LY(G), that C.(G) is
dense in L'(G) and in L'(G,w) and that ||7(f)|lep < || f]1 for every f € L*(G). This
proves the equivalence of (iii), (iv) and (v). The implication (v) = (vi) is trivial.
The last implication that has to be proven is (ii) = (iii). Its proof uses standard

arguments on functional calculus (see for instance [11]). Let’s assume that (iii) is
false. There exists g € C.(G) such that

sup |7 (g)llop < ll2(9)llop-
el

We may of course assume that g = ¢* (by replacing g by ¢g*g¢*) and that ||g]|1 <1 (by
dividing ¢ through [|g||1). Let’s now take ¢ € ® such that ¢ = 0 on a neighbourhood

of [=suprcc[[7(9)[lops suPreclIm(9)lop) and such that ¢([|p(g)[lop) = 1. Let f = ¢{g}.
Then, for every m € C, w(f) = w(p{g}) = ¢(7(g)) = 0 as ¢ = 0 on the spectrum of

7(g), and p(f) = p(p{g}) = ¢(p(9)) # 0 as ¢(llp(g)[lop) = 1 and as [[p(g)||op is in the
spectrum of p(g). Hence f & ker p N L'(G,w), but f € ), oo kerm N L' (G, w), which
contradicts (ii). O
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This proposition has several consequences:
Proposition 5.3. For all w,p € G,
kerm N L' (G,w) = ker pN L' (G,w) = ker 7 = ker p.

If G is a connected, simply connected, nilpotent Lie group, this implies moreover that
™= p.

Proof. Take C' = {m} in 5.2 to show that ker 7 N L' (G, w) C ker pN L*(G,w) implies
ker m C ker p. O

Proposition 5.4. The map
U : Prim, L'(G) — Prim, L' (G,w
ker m — kerm N L(G,w)
is a homeomorphism.

Proof. By 5.2 and 5.3. O

Corollary 5.5. If G is a connected, simply connected, nilpotent Lie group, then the
sets { kerm N LY (G,w) } are closed in Prim, L'(G,w), in particular

kerm N L' (G,w) C ker pN L} (G,w) = 7 = p.

Proof. In this case, the same result is true for L'(G), as G is a type I group. Apply
5.4. O

We then have Domar’s property for the algebra L'(G,w):

Theorem 5.6. Let G be a locally compact, compactly generated group with polynomial
growth. Let w be a weight on G that satisfies (BDna). Then, given any p € G and any
open neighbourhood N of p, resp. given any open neighbourhood Ny of ker pN LY (G, w)
in Prim, L'(G,w), there exists f € L'(G,w) such that p(f) # 0 and 7(f) =0 for all
7w € G\ N, resp. for all = such that kerw N LY(G,w) € Prim, L'(G,w) \ N;.

Proof. Put C = G\ N, Cy = Prim, L*(G,w) \ Ny and apply 5.2. O
The symmetry of the weighted group algebra is given by the following result:

Theorem 5.7. Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial
growth. Let w be a weight on G. If w satisfies condition (S), then the algebra L' (G, w)
is symmetric. This is in particular the case if w satisfies (BDna,).
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Proof. See [6] for the fact that (S) implies the symmetry of the algebra. Let’s show
that (BDa), and hence (BDna), implies property (), i.e. the symmetry of the algebra.
In fact, as the function n — s(|n|) is a weight on Z, A = lim,, W > 0 exists. Let’s
assume that A > 0. Then

In(s(n)) In(s(n)) n
P e D D e S

n>1 n>1

1
A 2 e

’I’LZN[)

for some £ > 0 such that A — e > 0 and for some Ny € N. As the last sum diverges,
(BDa) cannot be satisfied. O

The symmetry of the algebra and the previous results imply the following theorem:

Theorem 5.8. Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polyno-
mial growth. Let w be a weight on G satisfying (BDna). Then the spaces Prim G,
Prim, LY(G), Prim, L' (G,w) are homeomorphic. Besides, the spaces Prim L' (G) and
Prim L' (G,w) are homeomorphic to subspaces of Prim, L'(G), resp. Prim, L'(G,w).

6. Minimal ideals

6.1. In this chapter we are going to study the existence of minimal ideals of L!(G, w) of
a given hull in Prim, L' (G, w). This study relies mainly on the work of [11]. Moreover
it is connected to the problem of the Wiener property which we shall consider in
Section 7. The hypotheses on the group G and the weight w will be the same as in 5.
For a given closed subset C' of Prim, L'(G,w) (identified with @), let’s introduce the
following notations:

Ifllc = suplx(f)llop
el

and

m(C) ={o{fH 1 f=[" f€C(G), |IfIL <1, g€,
© = 0 on a neighbourhood of [—||f|lc, || fllc] }-

Let j(C) be the closed two-sided ideal of L!(G,w) generated by m(C). For C = ) we
get

m@) ={{fHf=1"F€C(G) IflL <1, p €,
© = 0 on a neighbourhood of 0 }.

An argument similar to the one in [11] gives the following result:

Revista Matemdtica Complutense 3592
2004, 17; Num. 2, 321-357



J. Dziubanski/J. Ludwig/C. Molitor-Braun Functional calculus in weighted group algebras

Lemma 6.2. The hull of j(C) is C.

Proof. It C = 0, C' C h(j(C)). Otherwise, take 7 € C and ¢{f} € m(C). Then,
17y < Ifllc and 7(p{f}) = @(x(f) = 0, as ¢ = 0 on the spectrum of r(f).
Hence m(C) C ker, kerm € h(j(C)) and C' C h(j(C)).

Conversely, let p € G\ C. By 5.2 there exists f € C.(G) such that

[flle = suplw(f)llop < lI2(F)lop-
el

We may of course assume that f = f* (by replacing f by f * f*) and that || f]|; <1
(by dividing by ||f]l1). If C = 0, replace ||f||c by 0. Hence there exists ¢ € ® such
that ¢ = 0 on a neighbourhood of [—| fllc, || fllc] and such that ¢(||p(f)|lop) # O.
By construction, @{f} € m(C) and p(¢{f}) = @(p(/)) £ 0 (a5 [p(f)llop s in the
spectrum of p(f) and as ©(||p(f)|lop) # 0). Hence ker p & h(j(C)). O

Because the algebra L!(G,w) is also symmetric, a result of Ludwig [11] gives us
the existence of minimal ideals of a given hull, as stated in the following theorem:

Theorem 6.3. Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial
growth. Let w be a weight on G that satisfies condition (BDna). Let C be a closed
subset of G. There exists a closed two-sided ideal j(C) of L' (G,w), with h(j(C)) = C,
which is contained in every two-sided closed ideal I with h(I) C C.

Proof. Take o{f} € m(C) arbitrary. By 2.2 and 4.8 there exists ¢» € ® such that

g = b-¢ = g Hence ¥{f} * o{f} = ¢{f} and ¥{f} € m(C). Morcover
h{{f}}) D h(m(C)) = C. We then apply lemma 2 of [11] to conclude. O

7. Wiener property
Let us recall the following definition (see [6]):

Definition 7.1. Let A be a Banach *x-algebra. We say that A has the Wiener property
(W) if for every proper closed two-sided ideal I of A, there exists a topologically
irreducible *-representation 7 of A such that I C ker 7. If A is of the form L!(G) for
some locally compact group G, we also say that the group G has the Wiener property.

Ezamples 7.2. (i) In [15] it is shown that if G is a connected, simply connected,
nilpotent Lie group and if w is a polynomial weight on G, then L'(G,w) has the
Wiener property.

(ii) In [6] it is shown that if G is a compactly generated, locally compact group with
polynomial growth and if w is a weight on G that is at most sub-exponential,
then the algebra L'(G,w) has the Wiener property.
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(iii) For abelian groups, Domar ([5]) has shown that L'(G,w) has the Wiener prop-
erty if 3.7 ln(wnﬂ < +oo for all z € G. This is in particular the case if
Sobee M < +oo. For G = R, Vretblad ([20]) even shows the converse,

n=1
for a certain type of weights: If w(x) = exp(F|z[q(x)) with ¢ decreasing on
R, and w increasing on Ry and if Ll(R w) has the Wiener property, then
Z+°O M < +oo (we write na instead of 2™ as G = R) for every x € R

(see the 1ntroduct10n for more details).

In this section we shall study the Wiener property for algebras of the form L' (G, w),
where G is a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial growth and
w is a weight on G satisfying condition (BDna), and hence such that L'(G,w) is a
symmetric x-algebra that admits functional calculus. We shall first prove that in this
situation the set m(()) contains functions p{ fs} satisfying

lp{fs} * F = Fllo. — 0

in L'(G,w), for all F € C.(G). The techniques of the proof will be the same as
those used in ([6]) for the Wiener property, adapted to the new method of functional
calculus.

7.3. Let (fs)s be a bounded approximate identity in L'(G,w) such that, for all s,

fs:f:7 HfSHWSC, ||fs||1:1a supp fs C Vs C K,

where C'is a positive constant, Vs a compact symmetric neighbourhood of e in G and
K a fixed compact set. We shall show that there exists a periodic function ¢ € ® of
period 27 with ¢(1) = 1, ¢ = 0 in a neighbourhood of 0, such that

p{fs} = ¢nyulnfy)

nez

is converging for all s and such that

lp{fs} * F = Fllo — 0

for all continuous functions F' with compact support in G. Moreover the functions
©{fs} are contained in m()) by construction.
In fact, let’s choose ¢ € ® such that (1) = 1. Then

lp{fs} * F = Fllo = 1> ¢(n)[e™* « F — ™ FJ|.
nez

As the functions f, are uniformly bounded in L'(G,w), it is easy to check that for
every fixed n,
einfS « F — einF
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in L'(G,w) as s — co. So, for any fixed N € N, we have

Z o(n)[e™s x F—e™F] -0
In[<N

in L'(G,w). Next we have to show that we may choose ¢ such that, for any € > 0,
there exists N € N such that

H 3 el *F—emF]H

w
[n|>N

< 3 emllle™ s Flly +| > @

[n|>N |n|>N

”FHw <g,

independently of s. Suppose that we had already determined ¢ and N; such that

A infs €
> lpm)lle™ « Fll, < 5, (4)
[n|>Ny
for all s, then (as Y, ., ¢(n)e’™ = ¢(1) = 1 converges) we can choose N > N such

that .
> e

In|>N
Thus it suffices to show (4). According to 3.12

13
Fllo < =.
1Pl <

. [n|
™S % Fll, < Ka(1 + [n])(1+ n[?) % s(|n])2 00D ™ e
with constants Ky and K3 given by

Q 1 Q
Ky =27 (K2(1+¢)?s(@) || Fll2 + |1 Fl)
Ky = 26" Dol

where the constants C, K,C" just depend on the growth of the weight and where
q € N* is such that supp F' C U?. Moreover, as the support of the functions f;
is contained in a fixed compact set, there exists p € N* such that supp f; C U?P
and hence ||fs|lo < supgeyr w(@)|| fslli = supgepr w(z) = s(p), for all s. Hence the
constants Ko and K3 may in fact be chosen independently of s. Moreover, up to a
constant, the bound is exactly the same as the one obtained for ||u(nfs)||.. Hence,
if the weight w satisfies (BDna), there exist functions ¢ € ® satisfying the required
conditions such that (4) holds. This proves the following result:

Theorem 7.4. Let G be a compactly generated, locally compact group with polynomial
growth. Let w be a weight on G that satisfies condition (BDna). Then L'(G,w) has
the Wiener property.
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Proof. By 7.3, j(0) contains all of C.(G) and hence equals L'(G,w), as all the o{fs}
are in m(()) C j(0). Finally, if I is a closed two-sided ideal of L'(G,w) such that
G,

h(I) =0, then L

w) = j(0) € I by 6.3. O

Ezamples 7.5. (1) In 4.10 (i), (iii) we have examples of weights that satisfy (BDna)

and hence give a group algebra L'(G,w) that has the Wiener property.

(ii) Examples 4.10 (iv), (v) give certain growth conditions on the coefficients ¢; for

the corresponding weight w to satisfy (BDna). Under these conditions L(G, w)
has the Wiener property.

x|

|
(iii) Let w(z) = ¢“ @077 . Then w satisfies (BDna) if and only if v > 1. Hence,

for v > 1, L'(G,w) has the Wiener property. This is the best possible result.
In fact, if G = R, the result of Vretblad ([20]) shows that if L!'(R,w) has the
Wiener property, then v > 1. So even if G = R, we get the same condition on
~ that we had already in this paper for the non abelian case.
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