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ABSTRACT

En el mesde marzode J705,FranciscoCuervoy Valdéstomó posesióncomo
gobermaadorde NuevoMéxico, enfrentándoseaunadesastrosasituacióndebidaa la
gran sequíade 1698-]704y tascontinuadasincursionesde los apachesy navajos.
Cuervoinició unapolítica de conciliacióny amistadconlos indios Puebloe incluso
repoblócon sushabitantesoriginaleslos pobladosindígenasabandonadosdePicuris,
Pojoaque,Galisteoy Zuñi. Con la ayudade los propios pueblosorganizócampañas
punitivas contranavajosy apaches.Aunqueel gobernadorno logró la reducciónde
los [topÉinclusoempleandodurosmétodos,superíododegobiernopuedeconsiderarse
conao el que marcala confirmaciónde las relacionesde colaboraciónentie los
Puebloy los españoles.El aspectoguerremode los Puebloquedatambiénsubrayado
en estetrabajo.

INTRODUCCION

FranciscoCuervoy Valdéswasgovernorof New Mexico from March 1705
to July 1707,a decisiveperiodfor New Spain’s nortbernmostprovince.Prima-
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rily known for having founded the villa of Alburquerque in 1706, Cuervo
devotedmuch attentionto índian affairs. Indeed.tbe very existenceof the little
colony on the upperRio Grandedel Norte dependedon the successfulimpte-
mentationof a policy combiningharmoniousrelations with the recently sub-
dued Pueblolndianswhile at the sametime providingadequateproteclionbr
theSpanishsetttersagainsttite surroundingnomadietribes.Thisprovedtobeno
easytask.

The sedentarytown dwelling Pueblo peoples were descendantsof
NativeAmericanswho had inhabitedthe Southwestbr milteniums.The Span-
iards first camein contactwith them in the sixteenthcenturyand calledthem
<tndios de lospueblos»becauseof their adobeandstonecommunaldwellings;
eccíesiasticaland civil authoritiesfett that their tevel of cultural development
¡nadettaem idealforconversionto Catholicismandassimilationby the Hispanie
culture.

The Pueblolndiansbelongedto severallanguagegroupsand recognizedno
political unity other timo the irnmediatecommunity: surviving groupstoday
include the Tiwa of Taos,Picurís, Isleta. and Sandia; the Tewa towns of San
Juan,San Ildefonso,Tesuque,Nambé.Pojoaque,and SantaClara: tbe Towa of
Jemez;and the Keresanpeoplesof SantoDomingo, Cochilí, Zia, San Felipe.
and SantaAna along the Rio Grande.

fo the westof thegreatriver wasAcoma,a Keresanspeakingtown located
on atopof a fourhundredfoot mesaaboutsixty mileswestof modernAlbuquerque
and known for its resistanceto outsideinfluence. Then camethe Zuni towns
first visited in 1540 by FranciscoVázquezde Coronado.Furthestremovedand
hardestto control by the Spaniardswere the Moquinos,the modernl-Iopi wbose
communitiesfor the mostpart wereperchedatop threemesasin what is now
northeasternArizona.

The economyof alí thesepeopleswas basedon intensive horticultureand
their neatty cultivated fields of corn, beans.squash,pumpkins,and occasion-
afly, native cotton and tobacco,provided tbem with an abundantfood supply
anda good life which they attributedto theproper performanceof tbeir ancient
ceremomesand rituals which were practicedon a year round cycle assuring
them completeharmonywith their naturalenvironment.

JuandeOñatebeganSpanislacolonizationin 1598 andfrom thebeginningthe
natives resistedSpanish attemptsat suppressingtheir religion and converting
them to Cathoticism.PuebloIndian priests were flogged, mnutilated, amad cven
executedfor practicingrituals,particularlythoserelatedwith themaskedkaclmina
cutt. Conflict betweenSpanislaeccíesiasticaland civil officials regardingIndian
policy weakenedtheir authority overthenativesandconvincedthelatterthatonly
a united effox-t of aH their communitieseould be successful in expelling the
invaders.This culminatedin the revolt of August 1680 wherebythe Spaniards
were forcedto retireto El Pasodel Norte(presentCiudadJuarez)tmntil 1692when
Diego de Vargasinitiated the reconquestof the province.

Wlaen a secondattempt at revolt failed in 1696,many Pueblolndiansfled
to outlying areas,especiallyto escapethe wrath of Vargas.Onegroupof Tewa
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movedte l-Lepi countrywhere they wereallowedto establisha village on First
MesanearWalpi while a band of Tiwa went te uve on SecondMesa. Most of
the peopleof PicurísUcd te the plains of eastemColoradowbere they were
taken in by tkae CuartelejoApaches.

Of all the Pueblos,only the HopissuccessfullyresistedSpanisbdomination
after the recenquestof New Mexico. When in 1700 the Hepi town of Awatobi
accededte allow theFranciscansto reestablishtheirmissmon,tbe restof thetribe
united andsenta warparty underthecommandof Espeleta,warchiefof Oraibi.

Attacking in early Novenaberen theeveof their Wuwuchimceremonythey
managedte trap mostof the menof Awatobi while they wereperformingrituals
in the sernisubterraneankívas. Almost all of the mate inhabitantsand rnany
women and children were killed. The mission and town of Awatobi were
completelydestroyedand the surviving women and children were distributed
anaengtherestoíthe Hopi towns(Brew 1979:521-522.Waters ¡985: 259,264-
265). Henceíorthneneof the tribe daredadmitmtssmonariesor olLer Spaniards.
Qn the contrary. in succeedingyears numerousPueblo lndians. fleeing the
Spanish a New Mexico, ibuad refuge among the Hopi who constituteda
perpetualsoumccof mesistence.

«1 SIJSPECT THIS LAND WAS BETTER 0FF BEFORE
¡HE SPANIARDS CAME»

Qn 4 August 1704tbefiscalof viceroyFranciscoCueva,Oukeof Alburquerque,
drew up a repon for King Philip y inferming him thaton 4 Junedon Francisco
Cuervoy Valdéshad beenappointedacting governorof New Mexice. 1-le also
indicated ¡bat Cuervo bad been selected«for bis extensivemilitary and civil
services,and ter bis experiencewith the natives of those lands» (AOl; Chiad.
142, doc. 22: Casado-Fuente1983: 33-34).The duke himselfdid not writm±the
king until II October1704, informing him efficially of his interina designation
of Cuervoand requestingroyal confirmationof the appointment.lf the viceroy
had written his letter in Augustwhenthe fiscal preparedthe original reportit is
possiblethat Cuervo would havereceivedcentirmationof his appointment.
However, tbeviceroy’s dispatchdid not reachthemenarehuntil two daysafter
he liad officially appointedJoséChacón,Marquésde la Peñuelato a five year
terna(Casado-Fuente1983:33).Chacónwasin Spainat the time anddue te tbe
difficulty in obtainingpassageen aship did not reachNewMexico until the end
of Juty 1707 (Flagler 1989: 34 and 1990: 462,464).

FranciscoCuervoy Valdéswasbernin La Fronterade Llamero,jurisdietion
of the villa of SantaMaríadeGrado,in the provinceof Asturias,northernSpain.
The legitimatesonof AlonsoCuervoPalazioand Ana Suárez,he wasbaptised
in Llameroen 16 June 1651 (Pruebasde Caballero,Military Orderof Santiago.
AL-IN; expedienteno. 2263, caja 347). Thus it is possibtethat he was born in
May of thatyear. 1-lis parentsbelongedte tlae hidalgo classof nobility; proofof
Cuervos noble lineage is bis election in 1691 as alcalde of the Holy Brother-
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hoedof Gradoter the categoryof «hijos nobles»and his investiture in the
Military Orderof Santiago(ca 1699) (AGI, Guad ¡16, doc 265 Benito 1984:
334, and Casado-Fuente1983: 19).

Whendon Franciscowas about seventeenyearsoíd he left his hemetown
ter Madrid andeitherin 1677 or 1678arrived in New Spain(Benito 1984:334).
For morethan threedecadeshe servedthe Crown in different positions,begin-
nmng ascaptainof infantry at SanJuanBautistain Sonoraand becomingacting
governor-captaingeneral of the province of Nuevo León (1687-1688)and
governorof Coahuilaprevince(1698-1703)(Méritosde don FranciscoCuervo,
AOl Guad 116, doc 265).

Cuervowas out of employmentand living in Zacatecaswhenin 1704 the
news of Diego de Vargas deathreached Mexico. The reconquerorof New
Mexico liad bareiybegunbis secondtermasgovernorwhen in earlyApril 1704
he tel! iii while campaigningagainstthe FaraónApaches.Vargaswastakente
the hemeof FernandoDurán y Chaves,alcaldemayor of Bernalilto where he
expireden 8 April, shortly after dictating his last will and testament(Horgan
1968:322 and Flagler 1980: 76).

Following his appointmentas acting governor Cuervo joumeyed te Me-
xico City whereheteoktlaeoath of officeandreceivediaastructiensfrom tlaeDuke
of Alburquerquewho was very concemedwith the unstablesituation in New
Mexico. The viceroy must have been pleasedwith Cuervo’s enthusiasnaand
determination.Indeed,he hadpersonallydiesente veteranAsturianduete bis
excellentservicerecordandover thirty yearsof experienceen the frontier, much
of it dealingwith lndians. The duke laad beeninstrumentalin 1maving Diego de
Vargasreappeintedas governorof New Mexiceaftertite ratherpeoradministra-
tien of PedroRodríguezCubero(1697-1703)andmusthavefelt that in Cuervohe
had found a werthy successor(Cuervo, pleito homenaje,30 junio 1704. AOl,
Quad116, doc 265).

The trip frona Mexico City te SantaFe was describedby Cuervo as ~olong
and difficult» (Casado-Fuente1983: 34). 1-lis introduction te New Mexice
certainly wasnot very propitious ashis party wasdelayedat El Pasodel Noite
due te Apacheraidsen that post.Consequeuttyit wasnot until 10 March 1705
thatCuervowasablete takeoffice in tlaeprovincialcapital (Dukeof Alburquerque,
Mexico, 28 February 1706,SANM roIl 3, 1083-1092).

From his first day as governerFranciscoCuervo was faced with almost
unsurmeuntableproblemsthatwould havemuadea lesserman waver.Conditions
in New Mexico were so precariousthat the daily struggle for survival liad
becemetite prinaary concernof the Spaniards.This situation beganwith the
reconquestcarriedout by Diego de Vargasand centinuedwell into the eigh-
teentheentury.For althoughVargasliad beengrantedoverterty-txvo thousand
pesoste supplythe settlers threughthe first yearof the reeccupatienof New
Mexicoand tite Spaniardsseizedfrom tite Pueblolndiansat SantaFemorethan
titree theusandfanegasof cera,wheat,andbeans.tite peoplestarved(Accusa-
tions of cabildoof SantaFeagainstDiego de Vargas,SantaFe, October1697,
SANM, roIl 3, 168-171).



Defensive policy and mdjan reíations in New Mex/co... 93

On the marcía nerthwardfrom El Paseand during tbe siegeof SantaFe in
December1693 somethirty Spaniardsdied and two hundredmoretime following
year. Adverse weatherconditions and raids by nomadicIndians centributed
to peorharvestsin 1695-1696and the settlerswere in suchdire straitstbat they
had Lo cal not only their horsesand ¡maules, but cats, dogs, ano> rodenís as
welt. As a consequencemany went te uve with tite Pueblolndianswhere tltey
werked as servantscutting firewood and hauling water alter

<firsí sel]ing thenatheir etothing. guns.andhorseswhich mnotivated the
Indian uprisingof 4 June 1696 in whichfourteenPueblosrebelled.kitíing Vive
priestsand thirty-four Spaniards...» (Aecusations,Ibid. SANM).

A prelongeddroughtwhicb lasted from 1698 te 1704 causedfurtherhard-
ship and starvatienamongsettlersandIndiansatike. Historian Marc Simmens’
descriptienexpressescenditiensclearly:

oStreamnsevaporated,scerchedpasturelandwas grazedoverandbecame
ankle-deepin dust. Crops witheredanéprodueedat harvestscarcelyenough
seedVer the nextplantirtg. Livestocl<wastedaway»(Simrnons1980: 194-195y

As a result many settlersabandonedNew Mexico andwentsouthte Nueva
Vizcaya and otber provinces. Conditions deterioratedte the point thai the
Franciscaniriarsdarednot practicetheir mendicanívows of goingfrom deorte
doerin requestof alms ~<forthe settterswere worseoff than they» (Cuervo te
Ihe king. SantaFe, 15 April 1706,AG[ 116, doc. 258). In a repon te the king
Cuervo expressedbis dismay at cenditions in New Mexico in the follewing
term s:

«As 1 iíasimauatedte your majestyin my first letter, 1 laave neverseenso
tnuchwant, misery,andbackwardnessin <ny lite. 1 suspeerdais latad was beiter
beforeibe SpaníardsLame»(Cuervo> to tbe king. tbid. ACí).

REORGANIZATION OF PROVINCIAL DEFENSES

Cuervo immediately set about supplying settlers and lndians with cern
and wheat as well as etiter provisions. From his own pocket he furnished
tite Pueblo Indians with rwe hundred fanegasof cern whicla he found in
the geverner’s storeroomsleft over from tbe Vargas administration. His
only stipulation wasthat he be repaidoncethe nativeswere abie te harvesta
crep.

As therewas such a lack of livestock in the provinceCuervo decidedte
sendfer mereanimaisin NuevaVizcaya(presentstatesof DurangoandChihua-
hua). Six hundred herseswere purchasednr ten pesescada and five huja-
dred cattle at sevenpesosa head.Hewever, the animals were driven nerth-
wardso hastily that seventy-threeborsesandthirty-six cattlewere lostalongtite
trail (Méritos de Cuervo,certification, 23 February 1706,AOl Guad 116, doc
265). Otiter items imported te supply tite immediate needsof tite settlers
included knives, cloth, leather for clothes and shoes,chocolate,and sugar.
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The membersof the garrison were furnished witla guns, swords. uni-
forms,andcueras- time standardkneelengthprotectivecoatmadeeut of several
layers of leatlaerwimich served as a kind of armor against arrows and even
musketbalís(Méritos de Cuervo,certificate, 13 October1705,AOl Guad 116,
doc 265).

Time new gevernorfeund time provincial defensesin a deplorable state.
Tu 1697 the cabildo of SantaFe had accusedDiego de Vargasof neglecting
te repairthe governor’spalaceand time military barrackswhich day by day were
falling apart(AccusationsagainstVargas.Octeber1697, SANM, rofl 3. 168).
Apparentlynothing had been done since timen te remedy the situation. Fur-
thermerethe enehundredman garrisonwasfor time mostpart quarteredat San-
ta Fe which left outlying settlements unprotected.Meanwitile predatory
bands of Apaches,Navajos, and Utes raided practicalty at witl ranclaes,
famas.and settlements(testimonio, 13 October 1705,AOl 116, doc 265).

The worst of thesemarauderswere the FaraónApacheswhe lived in the
monniajaste ihe eastof Bernalille aud en the plains of seutlaeasternNew
Mexice. In additien, severa!bands of Navajosdwelled in the areaeastand
northwestof time Rio Grandesettlementsand tite PuebloIndians. They weíe
particulary treublesomeand bad participatedas allies of time Pueblosin time
revolÉof 1680.Oncetime lattersubmnittedto time Spaniardslaowever,time Navajos
consideredíhem asenemies,especiallyasmostSpanishwerenew accompanied
by Puebloindian auxiliary militia.

Cuervoimmediatelly set aboutreorganizingtime provincial defensesand on
18 March, barelya week aftertaking office, held bis first generalinspectionof
the garrison.Qn 20 April he hadtime civilian militia musterin Santa Fe for an
tnspectionwith the gunsthey liad recent¡yreceivedfrom the Crewn (Cuervo,
SantaFe, 13 March,28 April 1705,SANM, relí 3,970,990).Time soldiers were
titen divided into sevendifferent detachments,only ene of wlaicla was te be
quarteredin SantaFe for it wasfelt that the settlersconíd providean adequate
militia force for the defenseof time villa and its jurisdiction. Time otimer six
detachmentsof prúsidia/es were sent out te patrol time arcas areumadtime pue-
bIesof Jemez,Laguna,SantaClara, Cochiti, Acoma,and Zuni (Cuervo.Santa
Fe, 28 April 1705, SANM. rol! 3, 990). CovernorCuervo obviously realized
that ihe SpaniardsVmd te previde daese«Obristian» Indians with adequate
pretectionagainsttime nemadieraidersif they were te gain timeir allegianceand
respect.

Oneof time first measuresCuervoteokupen arriving in New Mexico was te
dispatchan expeditionte Moqui underLieutenantJuande Diosen9 April 1705.
On 8 SeptemberCuervoinfermedtime vicerey thatdue te time hostileattitudeel
time Hepi wheconstantly«invaded,harassed,and infestedtime previnceofZuni»,
hewas orderingMaestrede CampoJuanRoqueGutierrezte Zuni andMoqui te
reducetime «apostates»te ebedience(Méritos deCuervo,testimony,15 Septem-
ber 1706,AOl, Guad116,doc 265).Onewondersif time real reasonwaste avoid
aflowing time Hopi te establishfriendly relationsaudan alliancewith therestless
Zuni.
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DIPLOMACY ANt) WARFARE

The Spaniardshad discoveredthat they needed tite ceoperatienof <he
Pueblolndiansin order te defend the provinceagainst the nemnadielndians.
Although ihe Puebloshad beenceeperatingagainstthe Navajosand Apaches
smncemc periool of time reconquesíit was felt thaI rc>atienscontébe improved.
ThereforeCuervoinitiatedabroadpolicy of friendsitipte gain the allegianceof
time Pueblos,touring their villages anéspeakingte them in conciliatory ternas
(Dozier 1970:72).

Qn 6 January 1706. be addresseda large group of their leaderswith the
purposeof introducingthem te the new Proía-torGeneral.CaptainAlonsoRael
de Aguilar. In bis repert Aguilar statedthat:

<mhem-c appearedbeforeInc Ihe the ProtectorGeneralof Ihe lndians, tlae
Governorsand caciquesanol other ministers of Justiceof ihe towns of thi
Kingdorn andjurisdiction, the nativesof the Zunis, Keresans.Teguas.Jemes.
Tanoans.Peces.Tiguas.[‘icuris. andTaeswho catneon th is eccasiento Santa
Fe to conlirnaibe new electionsof their eovemnorsand officials» (Méritos de
Cuervo,certification 8 January 706, AGI. Guad ((6, doc 265).

Alt of the tribesexceptIhe 1-lopis lané senírepresenrativesami eneof diese
leaderswas Domingo Romero Yuguaque,gevernorof the pueblo of Tesuque
and «<apitán mayor de los guetí-os»of alt time «Claristianlradians=>of New Ncxico.
He acted as interpreter,thankste his commandof Spanish,and transmittedtbe
friendly intentionsof áe gevernorte the lndians,

Througb Romero time headmenof Acoma, Zuni. Laguna, Jemes,Peces,
Picuris.Taes,La Alamedaand othertowns informedAguilar tbat the Apaches
audNavajoslaad raidedand terrorizedtiteir peoplete the point tbey couldbareíy
work their fielés. Furtimermore,manytowns had Lest their entire harvestte tbe
depreda(ers.Even when the Pueblosgatheredlarge numbersof timeir people
togetherte work (be fietds they were not safe from the Apacheand Navajo
raiders.

Cuervo displayeddiplotnacy and tact in dealing with the Puebloleaders,
presentingthemia witb .sgifts of tobacco,hats,needíes,beads,and many ether
trifles». In addition he hadspeciatsuits madefrom «Mexicancloth>~ in «Spanish
style», white cloth for tite sbirts. as welt as hats.stoekings.ancí shoeswbich
were presentedte OevernerRemeroof Tesuque,Governerdon PhelipeChistee
of Peces,don JuanPachecoof Taes,GovemordenChristobalCoris of Santo
Domingo,anésevei-aJotimer headnaen(Cenification,8 January171)6, AOl lIé.
doc 265).

FurthermoreCuervoalso instructedalt time Spanislasettlersand soldiers te
treattimesemen and their peoplewell andnotte causethem«harmor vexattons».
Tlae naeetingendedwith time PueblosandSpaniardspromising mutualassisíance
againstme Apaches,Navajos,and Utes. Timus the processof asseciationbe-
tweentime PuebloIndiansand the Spaniardsinitiated at tbe end of the seven-
teenthcenturycontinuedte develop.
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Of alí the nomadiclndians,the Navajoswerethe peeplemostinfluencedby
Spanishcontact.First mentionedby Antoniode Espejein 1584anddescribedby
Fi-ay Antonio Benavidesin bis memorial of 1630, tite Navajo Vmd gradually
undergenea cultural transfermatienwhich had affected impertant aspecísof
their ceremonialismandaboyealí, their economy.

Although tite Navajowereclosekin te the ClairicalauaApacheandspekeama
Atlaapaskanlanguageof the Apacheanstock, by the earlyeighteenthcentury
theyliad long beenin cleserelaíionshipwith the Pueblofndiansamad the Spanish
settlenaents.Many Puebloshadintermarriedwith the Navajos,primarily mdi-
vidualswho hadleft their tewnste escapeSpanishreprisalsfor taking padin the
abortedattemptsat rebellion during the seventeenthcentury.

Oneof the earliestaccountsof theelfecísof titis cultural transformationis
providedpreciselyby FranciscoCuervoy Valdésin a repondated18 April ¡706:

«Theysupportthemselvesby theirwork, theycultivate tlaesoil diligenmly,
plantcora,beans,pumpldnsaudthe rest..cbiti seedsandotherthingsfor their
own use:whichtheyhavefoond in thePueblosof curChristian Indiansof timis
kingdom. This is not new in said Apachesfor wheneverthey have been
populeusthey have practicedthe satne.They maketheir ctoth of Mecí and
cotton; the larterthey plant and<he formaíerthey obtain fromttae sheepthai they
raise.»(Cuervoto the king, 18 August 1706, AGI 116, doc. 261).

However,the Navajosliad not reneuncedtheir traditional warrior life style
andresistedvigoreusly Spanishencroachmenten their lamads. During the hun-
dredyearsof centactwith [heSpanishthe Navajoshadacquirednot only sheep,
but herses.

Tite horsegayethem decisivemobility againstthe Hispanosettlementsand
the Puebletownswhich imad submittedte tbe Spaniardsand wimicim werenew
allied witb the latter against<heNavajos.

By tite time Cuervo arrivedin New Mexico, Navajodepredatiomashadbeen
carriedout en a monthtybasisfer severalyears.Using tite ruggedterrain te fulí
advantage,tite Navajosweuld strike suddenly with large raiding parties,anó
carrying eff livestock andcaptives,would quickly retreatte their strongholds
locatedin

«ruggedmesas,mountains,andsierraswhich gayethem confidentaudac-
ity te attack SpanishIndian frontiers frequently and with little harmaj to
themselves»(Méritos de Cuervo, AGI 116, doc. 265).

Three weeksafter Cuervo’s arrival in New Mexico, twe large Navajo
raiding partiesfeil upenthe Tewatownsof SanIldefonso,SantaClara, andSan
Juan.Cuervosemat twenty-five soldiersima pursuit,but timeir horseswere in sucim
peer conditioma that time mauradersmanagedte outdistancethem easily and
escape(Méritos de Cuervo,testimony13 Octeber1705, AGI Guadalajara116,
doc. 265).

Unablete takethe offensive,the governorwasfercedte wait until summer
whema he launcheda seriesof devastingcampaignsagainsttite Navajoswhich
beganin .fuly and lasteduntil the end of August.Moving swiftly, time Spaniards
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amad their PuebloIndian auxiliariesattackednumereusrancherías,kilting seme
ferry te fitty Navajos including ama undeterminednumberof wonaenand chi!-
dren.Large fietds of ripemaingcorma, livestock,amad hoganswere also destroyed.
As a result. en 19 August severalNavajonatanis(headmen)including Perlaja,
their leadingchief. madeapreliminarypeacewith time Spaniards.Wlaen hostili-
tíesbrokeoutCuervoimmediatelylcd anotherexpeditionagainstthemn amad they
onceagainsuedter peace(Méritos. Ibid. AOl)

‘Rae Navajoswho camete niake peacewith CuervobroughtMm skimasamad
otbergifts as a sigma of Iheir friendly intentions.At tite sametime they pled ter
tite releaseof Navajo wornemaamad citildren whom time Spaniardshad captured
over the previous years amad lacíd captive in timeir settlements.Cuervo in turma
presentedtbe chicfswith gilts of bayetacleth,knives,tobacco.ribbons.beads.
and buflalo skins. The Navajos used the tatter ter making moccasinsand
apparentlyeculdnot alwaysebtainthem due te the presenceof enemyIndiamas
en tite buffale range (Méritos de Cuervo. testimony,23 February 1706, AOL
Guadalajara 116, doc. 265)

Cuervo finally did releasenumereusNavajocaptives-someof whom itad
beencapturedprior te itis arrival in New Mexice. As a sigma of titeir pleasure,ima
tlae tollowing rnonthsthe Navajoscontinuedte bring time SpamaiarclsJargewhite
antelopeand deerskimas en which were paimateda cross amad time headsof their
chiefs. lo time naiddleof eachskin appearedthe iteadof Perlaja,largertiman those
of rime etimer chiefsdue te bis position as leadingnatani.Cuervo respondedby
sending a cross te 11w Navajos amad this excbamageof gifts apparentlybad a
favorableimafluenceen other Apachebamads(Méritos. Ibid. AOl).

As a resuhshorrly afterwamdstime headmenof the FaraótaApachesappeatvd
at PecesPueblo te maaakepeace.Juan de Uribarrí who was alcaldemayor at
Pecesmet therewith the Apacheswbo presematedhim with amaantelepeskin with
a crossamad two men paintedenit. Oneof dic latter representeda Spaniardamad
the otimer ama Apache;cadi wasgraspingthe cressas a sigma of peace(Méritos,
Ibid. AOl).

In subsequentdispateheste the viceroy. Cuervo reportedthat tie Faraóma
Apachescontinuedtevisit Peceswherethey receivedtite usualgifts of tebacco,
beads,cloth, amad kmaives.The gevernorrepertedthat areaof the previncete be
atpeacewish no tlaeftsor incursions.In orderte cover time additionalexpenseof
titese presematste the Navajosamad the FaraónApaches,Cuervo was forced te
impertmerchandisete the total ameumatof 2,367pesos.l-Iowever,tic harvestof
1 705 wasdescribedasbeuntifuland time resultimagsurpiusof grairm stavedoff the
hungerof previeusyears(Méritos, Ibid. AOl).

Time year 1705 also saw tbe definitive submissionof the Zuñi wito hadbeen
living in a statcof rebellionsincetime timeof GovernerPedroRodríguezCubero
(1697-1703).Cuberoitad exiled threememaof iii reputete Halona(Zuñi) -José
Luis Valdés,TomásPalomino,amad JuanLucero.He had alse statiemaeda squad
of eleven seldiers timere. Setrlers amad soldiers repeatedlyabusedtime Zuñí,
particularly their womema.Cuberowaswarnedenseveraloceasiomasby Fray Juan
Garaiceechea,missionaryat Atona. titat thesemema wereof lew moral caliber
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amad wereabusingthe Zuñí women.He advisedremoving time settlersand the
soldiers,but tlae govenerdid nel reply.

Taking matxersitalo Iheir own handsen 4 March 1703,tite Zuñis revolted,
killing tic tiree settlersatt a mementwhen tite soldierswereabsent.Fellowing
<heiractiontic Zuñisfled te thetopof CaquirnaMesawherethey retnaineduntil
6 April 1705,wimen FarberOaraicoecheamnanagedte convincepart of <he tribe
te returnte ticir town in exchangefor apardonfrom OovenaorCuervo.During
the mentíasof AugustandSeptemberCaptain Outierrezamad bis tema ¡flan squad
teuredthe areasurroundimagHalonaand by Octebermanagedte returnanorber
threehumadredZuñistetheir town. Someof thesepeoptehadbeenliving with the
Hopi (Méritos,Certification. 13 October1705/CabildoSantaFe, 15 September
1706, AOl Guad561, doc. 725).

A pm-imary concem of líe Spanishautimeritieswaste return ah <he Pueblo
Indian refugeeste their original villages. Due te <he tumultuous period that
markedtheendof theseventeemathcenturymamaytownswereeitherunderpopulated
or conapletelydeserted.Sucí was the caseof Picurís. Followimag <he revelt of
1696 most of rhe Tiwas tíacre had followed timeir leadersLuis amad Lorenzo
Tupatu.fleeing te ¡lic ptainsof easternColoradowlaerethey rook refugeamong
the CuartelejoApaches.

The sedentary,farming Picurís people soendiscoveredtbat life with time
nemadie.warrior Apacheswas maet very pleasamat.Theysemat word te tie Spanish
autiorities en moretban eneeccasionstating thai they weuld gladly returmate
Lheir oíd Iowa if tic Spaniardsweuld only semad seldiers le rescue them.
Ncedlesste say,tus infermatienfired the enthusiasmof the Franciscancusto-
dian,Fray JuanAlvarez, amad of GevernorCuervo,

Timere wereother reasomasfor sendinga military detachmentte Cuartelejo.
For sorne time tbe Spaniardshadbeenreceivingdisturbingreportsaboutother
white memate <he nertheastof New Mexice. presumablyFremacíaoperatingoutof
Kaskaskia in the Illinois country. Furrlaermore.Furopeantrade goods were
fimading tlacir way into thehandsof tlae Indiannatiomasof theNertía,especiallythe
Panana(Pawmaee)whe lived Meng tite PlatteRiver in presentNebraska.Qn time
otier haud,tite CuartelejeApachesliad heenfeeling tic pressureof tites amad
Comanchesfor the pastfew yearsandwere tíacreforecagerte establisíafriendly
relatiomaswitim time Spamaiards.

PossiblyCuervohimselfwould have¡cdtheexpeditiente El Cuartelejo,but
he wasin the midst of prepararionsfor a campaigmaagainsttime Moqui who with
the Olla, Mescalero.andSalineroApacheshad beemaraiding Ilie recentlyreset-
tíed Zumais. Time governerinsteadappeinted¡he veteranJuande Uribarrí, «Gen-
eral y SargentoMayor>~, to take a detachmentte Cuartelejoamad bring back<be
Picurís. Anotier goedofficer. CaptainFranciscode ValdésSerribaswasebese
te aecompanyUribarrí wbile time FranciscanOrder was representedby Fiar
Domingode Aran¿.

Qn 13 July 1706, Uribarrí departedfor Cuartelejowitim twenty-eight sol-
diers,twelve civilians,and a hundredPuebloIndian alijes which madea rather
stremagparty. Cuervoand <he viceroywerevery interestedin obtaininginfonna-
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tienenthegeographyandthe inhabitantsof the landsnortía of NewMexice and
Uribarrí did bis best te pleasetbem, writing the following descriptiveacceunt
upen bis rcturn eta 27 August.

-‘ With ihe hetpof Gedandtlae Holy Mother.ourLady La Con quistadora,
ihe most inipossible is overceme,en tlae expeditionte ihe new andextense
Provimace el Santuisandthe greattown of SantoDomingodel Cuarreleje;and
aithoughen sucha long trip we haveexperiencedthe greamesímishaps with
the weather: tionded rivers, muddy trails. heavy rains, smonaas,and losses
along thc way: Irona alt of this happi¡y Qur Lady La Conquistadora laas
mesctmeoius. 1-lcr stromag arm has governed this campaignperforming ctearly
mam iracles wi tía the waterholes,ancí hayi mg provideol us wi th maaeam of sibolos
(buIfalo wh ch wimhout hay ng tehunt thcmaanaeretycrosseolourtrail» t [Sribarrí
te Cuervo.27 August ¡706. IlE/AV México, caja 24, 4831).

Upen reachingthe ArkansasRiver which was swotlen witb fleod wateís.
(Jribarri wrete

«And thus te1-lis divinenmagestywc rnustgive thanksas 1 de, and ¡ recite
the rosamyandhavenol ceasedpraying evenin the mnidstof suchas theseamad
the task... liave discovereol he greatestriver in the north. 1 was able to recite
stewly 33 credoswhi le crossimagit. and it flows fromn North te Basí <Un barrí,
Ibid. II EME)

Fronathe Arkansashe continuednorthward,visiting severalApachescamps
beforearriving at themain eneen 4 Augustwhicla becalled SantoDomingodel
Cuartelejo. Uribarrí fotmnd aH time Apachesvery friendly

.<with thedifferencethat tlaoseof tíais iown [SanieDomingodelCuartelejol
are ihe hest people we have fonod: very agreeabte.kind, and trosting»
(Uribarrí. Ibid. ll13/AF):

The Apachesgayetbe Spaniardsa warm receptionamad

«threeleaguesfrem their tewn tlaey cameout te greel us bninging rnuch
toed, anol dispíayingtheir pleasure,increasingmy own Ipleasurelwitla sucia
sígtms of altection.They guided us te ahill neartheir ,anolie,ia wherem bey haoi
a Hoty Cross; amad show ng it te us we alí knelt te adoreit andki ss it. andthe
Royal A (fr-es took it in his hands anol wc carriecí it in processionte tiacir
rancheria>tUribarrí Ibid. ttB/AF).

Don Lorenzo, headmamaof the Picurís, and sorneel lis peoptewere also
Ihere le grecí. Uribarrí. Tbe latter reportedthat the Picunís

«cried witla pleasureand 1 teok them in ny arnasand gaye them mo
undersm.andtime orderof your Fxcelíency1 Cuervol with Claristian zeal,greal
charity and leve». (Uribarrí. Ibid. tlB/AF)

Friar Domingode AmnzentonedWc Te Deurnand Uribarrí, enreringtirsr
1 n bis diary hei r arrival dateand heur, proneunced

«in a Iortd, clear, intel¡ igible voice. ‘Gentlemaaen,companionsandfriends:
Time extenseandnew provi nccof San Luis. audgreattown of SantoDcanai ngo
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del Cuartelejohavebeenpacifiedwith armsand vassalswhich we areof our
monarcía.King, and naturatlord don Philip V, long may tic live>=.(Uriharrí,
Ibid. IIB/AF)

Tbis wasfellewed hy a generalcelebratiomaof the eventwitb the Spaniards
firing their musketsamadtossimagtheirhatsin the air. The Apachesalso expressed
their pleasureamad breuglat Uribarrí a long Fremachmusket,a clotía cap, and a
copperbox which they claimed te havetakenfrom a white man they had killed
amad scatpedalomagwith bis womanjust six daysbefere.However, upenfurther
questienimag,the Apaches later admitted tbat time victim was actuatty only a
Pawnee.Nomaetheless,Uribarrí was interested ima takimag these items back te
SantaFe amad managedte tradeeneof his own gunsbr the Fremachmusket.1-le
also gayetime Apachesa targe amoumat of knives, herses,tobacce,cake. amad
pinole.Uribarrí notedthat theApacheshadseveralcarbinesima timeir possession,
a clearimadicatientbatFrenchgoedswerereachingthem for the Spaniardsmade
a point not te tradefirearmste tbe Indiamas.

The Apachesfinalty delivered over te tbe Spaniardsa total of sixty-two
Picurís, including their leadersdon Juan amad don Lorenzo Tupatu. Uribarrí
immediatelysetoutfor New Mexico amad en 31 August 1706,he wasbackat San
Lorenzode Picuríswherehe deliveredhis chargeste their alcaldemayor, Felix
Martínez.Ima an obvieusmevete ceneiliatetime fermerrebeisamadprebablyupen
ordersof GevernorCuervo,Martínezpresentedthe returnimagTiwas with gifts
of tobacco,pinol, and kmaives (Félix Martínez,certification, 31 August 1706.
IIB/AF, caja 24, 483.3).

Friar FranciscoXimenez absolvedalí whe had beema living in sin for so
mamay years amad preceededte baptiseseventeenchildren bern durimag time stay
amomag the Apaches.AII of time fermerexiles were resettledin their oíd town,
apparentlyalong with otherTiwas for time padrón(census),taken thefollowiug
year at San Lorenzo de Picurís, gives a total population of ene bumadredand
fifty-sevema persemas.(Padrónde Picurís. 1707,IIB/AF México, caja 25, 485).

A numberof PuebleIndiamavillages badbeemaabandenedby timeir imahabitants
due te depredatiomasby nemadieImadiamasas had eccurredwitit SantaMaria del
GalisteowhoseTanopopulatienlaad beemaliving in severaldifferentneighboring
villages simace1702 becauseof comastantraidsby the FaraónApaches.Cuervoy
Valdésmanagedte persuadeahundredamadfifty Tanefamilieste returnte tíacir
pueble with the guaranteethat they would be pretectedby a squad of ten
soldiersamad acorporal.Qn 23 April 1706,be was ablete reportthathenaesand
a citurchhadbeemarebuilt, irrigatienditchesdug,fields plamated,anda total of six
hundredthirty Indiamasresettledin their oíd town. Cuervosuppliedtlaem with
tobacceamad cottoncletía, as well ashoesamadmattockste werk tbeir fields. Also
the Tewa tewn of Pojoaque,desertedsince 1696,wasresettledwith sorneof its
original initabitamats; twenty-six families comprising a total of ene itundred
titirty-six persens.(Méritos de Cuervo,certification, 16 Septenaber1706,AOl
Guad 116, doc. 265)

Turning his attemationonceagaimate time rebelliousHopi amad reenfercedby
Uribarrí amadhismenwho werebackfromamCuartelejo.Cuervolcd a force againsl
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Moqui in Septemberamad Qetober1706.This expeditieneperatedin tite areaof
Walpi amad tI-me Tewa settlemematat First Mesa, (Juided by Zunis, time seldiers
attemptedte climb ihe path te time Mesa top, but a womamacomimag down ter
water discoveredtheir presenceamad gayedic alarm.

In the skirmishingthat fellowed, time 1-lepis imaitially torcedthe Spaniardste
w¡tladraw. However, after suffering several dead and weumadedtime Indiamas
called ¡br a truce, promising te comedown and makepeaceif the Spaniards
would only rctreatte dic valley. WIaile time soldiersweredescendimagthe patla a
group of Tewa warriors camete time aid of tbe Hopis nnd in a fierce ceunter
attack, killed threeSpamaiards,woundeda numberof ethers,amad capturedfour
firearmaas(Casado-Fuente1983..- 75)

Cuervo witladrew bis mema te Awatebi ruin wherehe orderedthe executien
of a hostagetlae l-iepi had givema him beferethe emaceunterwith time Tewas.Tbe
soldiers contiiaueden te Zuni witit little te show for titeir efferts. Although
eperationswereresumedagainstthe Hopis tbe follewing spring, it is doubtful
they were paciñed ima spite of Cuervo’sclaim of «universal peace»witkm time
«province of Moqui», somethinghe affirmed in his dispatch te the Duke of
Alburquerque en 30 June 1707 (Duke of Alburquerquete Marquésde la
Peñuela,29 Augusí 1707,SANM, roil 4, 16-17).Subsequemaleventsin Spanish-
Hopi relationsindicatethat timese Indiamaswereonly bargainimagfor time,hopiiag
the Spaniardswould net return, WbenGovernorFelix Martínezlcd an expedi-
Uen te First Mesain 1716.dic peepleof Walpi amad ¡-¡ano resistedamadrefused
te altow ti-me Span¡ardste entertheir towns(Flagler 1987: 32-35).

(ONCLLISION

Thepatternthat Spanisb-Indiamarelationsweuldfollow during tite remaimader
of <he Spanisim colonial period had already begun<o develop whenFrancisco
Cuervo y Valdésarrived in New Mexice in 1705. Essentiallythis consistedin
drawingthe sedentaryPuebloImadiamas—wimo wereat least nemimaally «Chris-
tian»-— inte a closerrelatiemasitipwith the Spaniardsoncetite tattcr hadreas-
sertedtimeir authority over time peopleswho hadrebelled ima 1680. The Pueblos
would cenrinne re preservetlaeir native religion intact and altimougim rituals
performnedby native priests in the ceremonialkivas were efficially ferbiddema,
Spanishrepressionof the Puebloesoteriesystemwasmuch lessseveretitan it
had beenprior w [he revolt of 1680.

During the reconquestDiego de Vargashad imaitiated a peticy wherebyhe
would omaly accepttherenditienef entirecommunitiesof Pueblolndians,-neverof
individual malesof fighting age wlao were summarilyexecutedwhen captured.
Indian villages that submittedimmediately te Vargas as was the caseof Peces,
SanFelipe.andSantaAna, providedtime Spanisitwith valuableassistanceagainst
pueblosthai centinuedteresist.Uy time endof RodríguezCubero’sterm(1703)alí
of time Pueblo Indiamas except the Hopis had submitted te Spanish authority
altiteugía somecematinuedte displaysigmasof umarestand theZunis wereprovoked
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into rebellionby unwisepelicyen 11w partof dic govermaer.Furtitermore,afterthe
turn of time cematury time Pueblosprevidedthe Spanishwitla valuableauxiliary
troops. lcd by timeir own war captains,agaimasttime nemadietribes that preyed en
bethSpanishsetdersamad PuebleIndiatasalike (iones 1966: 151).

Cuervoy Valdésimplementeda vigoreuspelicy of reenforcímagtíais budding
alliamace,cemematingrelationswith thePuebloleadersthroughhis efficial repre-
sentative,ProtectorGeneralAlomase Rael de Aguilar, amad treatimag them with
respectand consideration.Through a more effective distributien of the ene
imumadredman SantaFe presidio garrison he was ablete provide their villages
with betterprotectienagainsttime Apacheand Navajo raiders.Anotherinapor-
tant factor ita acbievingstability ita tlae province was tite reoccupationof time
Indian tewnsof Picurís.Galisteo,Pojoaque,andZuni by tíacir original inhabit-
ants.

Cuervowaslesssuccessfulwith otherNative Atuericamas.Altheugh he was
ablete obtaina peacewith at leastpart of time NavajoandFaraónApachetribes.
it was not endurimag. Indeed,warfare with the Faraónresumedin September
1707wheneneof iheir raiding partiesattackedtime <oven of Peces,less IbanIveo
mentíasafterCuervoleft office. By time year ¡709his successor,the Marquésde
la Peñuela,found it necessaryte tauncía no less than six punitive camaapaions
agaimasttime Navajo who raidedtime Towa puebloof Jemesand Spanisbsettle-
ments(Flagler1990:472-473).It wiIl alsebenetedthaICuervowasunsuccess-
ful in his efforts te subduethe Hopi.
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