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Introduction

At daybreakon October 12, 1492,a GenoeseseacaptainnamedCris-
toforo Colomboandlis crew disembarkedfrom their ship,theSantaMa-
ría. They rowedlifeboatsashoreatWatlingsIsland,in thepresent-dayBa-
hamas.The talí, redheadedcaptaintrudgeda few yards landward,then
knelt down on the cool, soft sand.He thankecLGodfor the safearrival of
his tíreeships.Ouringadramaticmoment,he plantedthe royal standard
of Spain in the earth,as membersof his crew roaredtheir approval.

This seenewas the triumphantclimax of a two month, 9 dayvoyage;
precededby six years of pleading,waiting, anddreamingby Columbus.
By the time they reachedland, Columbus’ninety men were exhausted,
malnourished,andborderingon mutiny.Only his unrelentingdetermina-
tion, massiveself-confidenceandcharismaticleadershipconvincedthem
to continuethe sea-crossingthat many of them believedwould result in
their deaths.This was oneof the mostimportantexpeditionsin the his-
tory of humankind.It startedthe exploration,conquest,and settlement
of this newfoundland. Columbusbuilt the first Europeansettlementin
theNew World on Haiti’s north shorein Christmasday, 1492.He named
theestablishmentVilla dela Navidad,andchose38 mento remain there
whenhe returnedto Spain.The settlementwas locatednearthepresent-
dayvillage of Limonade-deBorde-deMer’.

Many books andarticleshavebeenwritten about the heroic voyages
anddiscoveriesof ChristopherColumbus.However, noneof themhave
sufficiently addressedthe influencesof his childhood environment;inclu-

KathleenA. DEAGAN, «Searchingfor Columbus’Lost Colony»,NationalGeo-
graphic. Vol. 172, núm. 5, november1987,Pp. 672-675.
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ding theRenaissancemilieu, his family, religion andeducation,in thede-
velopmentof his personality.This work will considerthepersonalityde-
velopmentof ChristopherColumbusthrough the useof archival docu-
ments,his letters,thewritings of his son,Fernando,andresearchby con-
temporaryscholars.

TheRenaissanceMilieu

YoungColumbuslived in themidstoftheItalian Renaissance.As the
Renaissanceadvanced,kingsandprincestook overfeudallandsandbuilt
strong nationalgovernments.Tradeand comerceflourished. Many Ita-
lians movedfrom their farmsto the growingtownsandcities,andanew
force-independentcity states-arose.Genoa,Milan, Florence,PisaandVe-
nicebecamepracticallyindependent,andtheywere amongthe mostpo-
pulatedcities in Europe.Great advancestook place in scholarshipand
thearts.It wasan agefo adventureandcuriosity,andeverythingthatcon-
cernedmanandhis life on earthbecamerelevant2

During thefifteenth century,menbeganto place importanceon hu-
manismand individual achievement.Thereweregreatadvancesin tech-
niquesof painting,sculptureand architecture.Three important happe-
nings aidedthe spreadof learning-rulersandpopesbeganto gathergreat
libraries;scholarsfoundedacademiesthroughoutItaly to studyandtrans-
late ancientliterature;andabout1440,JohannesGutenbergofGermany
inventedmovabletype. Columbuswasborn betweenAugust 26 and Oc-
tober30, 1451 in Genoa~.

Fifteenth-centuryGenoahad strong walls, grandpatrician palaces,and
churchesbuilt in black and white marble stripes. Some Genoeselived
luxuriously.TheBancadi SanGiorgino;with its largepossessions,mainly
in Corsica;formed the most.stableelementin the state.Many Genoese
weresuccessfultraderswho boughtandsold commoditiesin Aragon,Cas-
tile andPortugal.Theyalsotook part in venturesalongtheAfrican coast
and in the Atlantic isles ~. Genoeseshipping was completelyin private

2 Luisa-PIERROTTI-CEI,Life in Italy During theRenaissance.(Barcelona,Spain,
Liber, 1977); Hans BARON, TheCrisis oftheEarly Italian Renaissance.(Princeton,
PrincetonUniversity Press,1966); DenysHAY, TheItalian Renaissancein Its Histo-
rica! Background. (London, CambridgeUniversity Press,1961.)

Archivio di Stato di Genova-Not.Gerolamo Ventimiglia, filza 2, núm. 266,
1479,agosto25, Genova,ContradaDi SanSiro, Nello ScagnoDi Lodisio Centurione.

EnnioPOLEGGI& PaoloCEVINI, Genova.(Roma,Bari, Laterza, 1981); Peter
LAVEN, A ComprehensiveHistory ofRenaissanceItaly, ¡464-1534.(New York, Ca-
pricorn Books, O. P. Putnam, 1967); Daniel WALEY, The hallan City-Republics.
(New York, McGraw Hill, 1969.)
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handsandthereforeiís directionwas controlledby the immediatepros-
pect of profits. Genoeseseamenengagedin a thriving fishing industry,
and exportedcoral and other itmes to the East.Theyalso importedsalt,
oil, nuts, raisinsandothercommodities~.

Severaleventsofgreatconsequenceto ¡heGenoeseoccurredwhile Co-
lumbusresidedin Liguria. In 1453, the TurksconqueredConstantinople
(Istanbul),including theGenoesecolonyof Pera.The shuttingoffof Ve-
netiantraderoutesthroughthe Mediterraneanby the Turksforced Euro-
peansto searchfor new routesto the East.Meanwhile,conflict took place
in Genoabetweenthe aristocratyandthe uppermiddle classfor political
control of the city 6

When it becameapparantto Pietro Campofregoso,the Doge(chief
magistrate)of Genoa,thathe couldnot win in his struggleagainstAlfon-
so7 for political control of the city; in 1458 he transferredtheoverlord-
ship of Genoato CharlesVII of France.But French suzeraintyended
threeyearslater. Then in 1464, factions in Genoaobtainedthe protec-
tion of FrancescoSforza,theDukeof Milan. Nevertheless,Genoalost its
flourishing colony of Caffa (Feodosiya)on the Black Sealo ihe Turks in
1475. Political instability, civic conflict and economicuncertaintywere
commonplacein GenoawhenColumbuswasliving there~. Hence,there-
public could not provide the intellectualand cultural inspiration neces-
saryto spurhim on to his grealvoyagesof discovery.

Facedwith environmentalcircumstancesinimical to his self-actuali-
zation,Columbusseemsto haveturnedto naturefor solace.At thetime,
many Europeansbeganto demonstratea renewedinterestin nature.But
Columbusaloneof theexplorersexpresseda delight in observingnatural
objects-leaves,flowers,andbirds t in describingwhat he foundon the is-
landof Espanola,Columbuswrote:

«1 was charmedby the beautyand luxuriant foliage of his river and its pellucid
water...1 was alsotaken by the multitudeof palm treesof different kinds,Ihetallest
and mostbeautiful 1 hadyet seca,andby thc infinite numberof other largeandver-

PeterLAVEN, RenaissanceItaly. 1464-1534.(London: B. T. Batsford, 1966),
pp. 68-69; Richard EHRENBERG,Capital & Financein MeAgeofMe Renaissance.
(London, JonathanCape, 1928),Pp. 21-63.

6 PaulCOLES, <«heCrisisof RenaissanceSociety Genoa:1488-1507»,Pastaná
Presení.April 1957, p. 18:

Alfonso V. King of Aragonand Sicily, becameking of Naplesin 1443 after de-
featingReneof Anjou. His splendidcourt at Napleswas a centerof artsand letters.

8 Bella DUFFY, The Triscan Republics:Florence,Siena,Pisa. andLucca with Ce-
twa. (New York, G. 1’. Putnam,1903), Pp.315-323.

J. R. HALE, RenaissanceEurope: Individual ano’ Sociery, 1480-1520.(Berkeley,
California, Universiíy of California Press,1971),p. 47.
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danttrees.Ihe little birds andtheverdureof the fields temptedme to staytherefore-
ver»

Ihebeautyofthe islandof FernandinaalsocharmedColumbus,whe-
re he heard:

<Chesongof nightingalesandothersmallbirds, a songso sweetthat theAdmiral
could not tearhimselfaway»

Christianhumanismalso influencedChristopherColumbus.During
theRenaissance,Christian humanistswere theists,who turnedtheir at-
tentionfrom heavento studyof God’s creationanda delíght in theworld
of man.Theybelievedthat man’sspecialdignity residedin his ability to
harmonizeancientwisdomand theteachingsof Christ in a waythat was
pleasingto God 2, During his third voyage,Columbusattemptedto de-
terminethrough the writings of Pliny, Ptolemy,Aristotle, andothercías-
sical writers; the Holy Seriptures;andhis own astronomicalandgeogra-
phicalobservations;where theearthlyparadiselay 13

Christianhumanistsbelievedthat theycouldenjoy Iheir humanexts-
tenceto theutmost,while still pursuingthe goalof eternalsalvation.The
total impactof the Renaissancehadmadethe comfortsof life seemmore
important,and theeconomyand its needsachievedgreaterprominence.
Columbusandothermarinersweresenton longvoyagesprimarily for eco-
nomic reasons,but therewas also a spirit of religiouscrusadingin these
enterprises.Columbuswaswell awareofthedualpurposeofhis missions.
In a letter addressedto Lord RaphaelSanchez,Treasurerof Spain, Co-~
lumbuswrote:

«1 prornise,that with a little assistanceaffordedme by our most invincible sove-
reings, 1 will procurethem as muchgold as they need» 4

lO Fernando COLON, Historia del 5’. D. FernandoColon, Nella quales’ha parti-

culareeverarelarionedellAmmiraglioD.CristoforoColombo,suopadre,Nuovamente
di lingua spanuolatradottenelíitaliana dal 5’. Alfonso Ulloa, Venice, 1571, capitolo
30, p. 74.

Ibídem, Cap.26, p. 67.
12 Andre CHASTEL, The Age of Humanism: Europe 1480-1530. (New York,

McGraw-Hill, 1963), Pp. 105-123; EugenioGARIN, Italian Humanism:Philosophy
andCivic Lije Pi theRena¡ssance.(New York, Harperand Row, 1965), Pp. 221-222.

‘~ R. H. MAJOR, CristopherColumbus:Foar Voyagesto theNew World, Lerters
andSelectedDocuments.(New York, Corinth. 1962),Pp. 133-146.

~ Ibídem, p. 15.
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In that sameletter, he alsostated:

«1 conceiveto be theprincipal wish of our mostsereneKing, namely,the conver-
sion of thesepeopleto the holy faith of Christ» ‘~.

Proxiinity to theSea

ChristopherColumbus’ careeras marinerwas madepossibleby the
nearnessof his hometo thesea.Genoa,a poncity on the Ligurian coast,
hada naturalharborof first rank, andGenoeseshipstradedthroughout
the Mediterraneanregion.Sailorsandfishermancruisedaboutthespark-
ling bluesea.Duringfair weather,gentlebreezesfrom theMediterranean
caressedgreatstretchesof sandybeachesand colorful, fragrantplants.At
a very early age, Columbusmusthavecomeinto contactwith seafarers
andheardtheirtalesofadventure.Around 1465, like manyotherboysof
Genoa,Columbusbeganto learnhow to useoarsandsails I6~ He leamed
seamanshipthe oíd way, thehardway andthe only way, in the schoolof
experience.

During the time of Columbus,the life of a sailor on the Mediterra-
neanwasone of danger,daring and combat.Columbuscould havelear-
nedto dealwith the hazards,uncertaintiesandstrugglesofthevoyageof
1492, throughbis experiencieswith the hazards,uncertaintiesand strug-
gles of his early Mediterraneanexpeditions.Whatwere maritimecondi-
tions like on theMediterraneanSeain thosedays?Tarducci(1891),wro-
tethat:

<Chestatesalongits coast,especiallytheItalian, were in perpetualwarfare...Squa-
dronsof privateers,armedat every point, roamedthe seain every direction... Every
vesselhad tobe alwayspreparedfor war... and the least of the evils dreadedby the
pilot, asheleft port, wereheadwindsand furious storms.Terrible,aboyealí, werethe
chaseandattack,on bothsides,by ChristiansandMussulrnans...In that roughschool
ChristopherColumbusgot bisgrowth and education»‘~.

Columbus’ first documentednaval expeditionoccurredbctweebOc-
tober 1470 andMarch 1472,.with Johnof Anjou, Duke ofCalabria.me
Duke hadhopedto recoverNaplesfor his father,King Reinier(Renato).
Therepublic of GenoadecidedLo aid te Dukewith slips~andnancy.
During the unsuccesafulstruggle,Columbussailedori a4angerous~nns-

~ Ibídem. p. lO.
6 COLON, Historia del 5’. D. FernandoColombo....op. cit., cap.4, pp. 10-12.

‘~ FrancescoTARDUCCI, TAje Life of Christopher Columbus. Vol. 1. (Detroit
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sion to capturethe galley, Fernandina,from theharborof Tunis I8~ Du-
ring Columbus’next recordedvoyage,he sailedaboardtheGenoeseship,
Roxana,in 1474.This expeditionattemptedto help thetradingfactory
of Genoaon Chios to defenditself againsttheTurks. Chios (Khios) is an
island locatedoff west coastofTurkey. Columbusmay havemadeano-
therseatrip to the islandduringthefollowing year.He undoubtedlytook
part in otherMediterraneanexcursions;andtherebygainedinvaluableex-
periencein seamanship.

Thenin May 1476, Columbustook part in a fateful voyage.Hejoined
an armedconvoyorganizedby Genoeseofficials, for thepurposeoftrans-
portingvaluablecargoto Lisbon,EnglandandFlanders.Columbussailed
aboardthe Flemish vessel,Bechalla, as forexnastafter it had passedthe
StraitofGibraltar,just oíl thesoutherncoastofPortugal.Duringthefigh-
ting, cannonballsstruck the Bechalla, and the ship slowly sankinto the
icy waters.Columbusmanagedto reachshore,over six milesdistant,by
graspingonto a pieceof floatingwreckage~

TheInfluenceofHis Family

Columbus’boyhoodwasrathercommonplacefor thetime in wich he
lived. He was the sonandgrandsonof wearverswho hadlived in various
towns of the GenoeseRepublic for at leastthreegenerations.Giovanni
Colombo,Christopher’spaternalgrandfather,earneda living by weaving
woolen cloth in the village of Moconesi.Thevillage was locatedin the
Fontanabuonavalley aboyeChiavari, a seaportabout twenty miles east
of Genoa2O~ His son,DomenicoColombo,had completedan apprentice-
ship andbecomea masterweaverby September,1440.Domenicorented
ahousejust insidethePortadell’Olivella-theeastérngateofGenoa.About
1445,he marriedSusannaFontanarossa,thedaugtherofa weaverwho li-
ved in thevalley oftheBisagnoRiver,neartheOlivella gate.Shebrougth
Domenicoa small dowry 2I~

As a youth, Christopherappearsto havebeenvery involved with his
family. He helpedhis fatheral the loom, and the influenceof his father

~ Salvadorde MADARIAGA, Vida del muy magnifico señor don C’ristóbal Gb-
hin. (BuenosAires, Editorial Sudamericana,1942),Pp. 25-53.

‘~ SamuelELIOT MORISON, TAje Luropean Discovery ofAmerica: The Southern
• Voyages,A. D. 1492-1616.(New York, Oxford, 1974), p. 13.

20 Archivio di Statodi Genova-Not.Quilico Albenga,filza unica, núm.68, 1429,
Febbraio21, Genova,Borgo Di SantoStefano.

21 Archivio di Statodi Genova-Not.BenedettoPeloso, filza 1, núm. 96, 1439,
Aprile 1, Genova,PressoLa PortaDel PalazzoDucale;Archivio di Statodi Genova-
PandettaNotariorum Combustorum,c. 118 r. 1440, Settembre6,Genova,Nel Par-
latorio Del MonasteroDi SantoStefano.
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mightaccountin part for the constructivedirectionof his life. Domenico
Colombowas a moderatelysuccessfulbusinessman,who ownedone or
morelooms, boughíhis own wool, sold thefinishedcloth, andtaugthap-
prenticestheir trade.He movedbis family lo a housewith a courtyard
anda garden,nearthePortaSant’Andreain 1455. Early in 1470his gild
placedDomenicoon a committeeto examinethe rules and regulations
for masterclothiers in Savona,with a view to adoptingthem in Genoa.
Comniercialopportunitieswere belterthere.By March lst, he liad mo-
ved his wife, children and businessestablishmentto Savona,where he
alsosoIs wines22

DomenicoColomboseemsto havebeenan optimistic, popular and
plausible man.He appearsto have beena confidentpersonwith ability
andcomffion sense,who wasableto inspiratehis childrento aim for suc-
cess.He encouragedChristopherto work hardto developbis owntalents.
Susannaseemsto havebeena serious,practical,retiring person,whowas
dedicatedto thewelfareof herfamily. In threenotarizeddeedsthatmen-
tion her, sheis always in legal agreementwith herhusband’swishes.She
alsoendorsedDomenico’shandlingofherdowry, againstherbrother’sde-
mands.Therewas, at least on the surface,a sufflciently harmoniousre-
lationshipbetweenDomenicoand Susannato ensurethat family affairs
van smoothly23~

Christopherwastheeldesíof DomenicoandSusanna’ssurvivingchil-
dren The principIe of primogeniture24, popularin Genoaduringthe fil’-
teenthcentury,favoredhim. SinceChristopherwastheeldestson,hehad
theright of inheritanceof theentire family estate25, Therefore,he could
feel morprivileged andfinancially securethanhis lessfortunatebrothers
and sister.There was a brothernamedGiovanni who died as a young
man,andhis sisternamedBianchinettaaboutwhom very little is known.
Christopherhad closeaffectionaterelationshipswith his other two bro-
thers.Heplannedthegreatvoyageof discoverywith bis nexíeldestbro-
ther, Bartolomeo(Bartholemew),who becamelis right-handmaniii aH
ofhis enterprises.Theyoungestbrother,Giacomo(Diego),assistedin the
governanceof Hispanola.After ascertainingthat Giacomowas inept asa

22 Archivio di Stato di Savona-Not. Giovanni Gallo, cartolare 408-II, e. 42

y. 1470, Marzo 2, Savona,Nel PalazzoDelle Cause;Archivio di Statodi Genova-No-
tal Giacomoe GiovanniCalvi, filza 2,núm. 373, 1470,Seltembre28,Genova,In Han-
chi, Sotto II Porticatodei Dinegro.

23 Henry HARRISSEE,ChristopheColomb. (Paris,Tross,1884), Pp. 4-20.
24 Thecustomof primogeniturebecameestablishedduring thethirteenthcentury,

to preventthe division of estatesinto increasinglysmallerand less valuableparcels
of land.

25 Philippe ARIES, CenturiesofChildhoodA SocialHistory ofFamily Life. (New
York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1962), pp. 369-373.
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seamenanda colonist,Christopherhelpedhim to obtain holy orders26~

ChristopherandBartolomeonamedtheirnewcapital,SantoDomingo,af-
ter Ihe patronsaintoftheir father.

TheInfluenceofthe CatholicChurc/i

During thetime ofColumbus,virtually alí Genoesewere RomanCa-
tholics, and religion was one of the main integratingforcesof their so-
ciety. The Reformationdid not begin in earnestuntil after the deathof
Columbus,and thereforeit liad no importantimpact upon him. There
wasno separationof churchandstatein fifteenth centuryGenoa,andre-
ligious leaderssometimesbecamedoge of the city. In 1462 and 1463,
ArchbishopPaoloCampofregoso,becamethechiefmagistrate27 Colum-
buswasborn in the parishof San Stefano28. and, it is likely that he and
bis famiiy attendedChurch sevicesthere.

The Catholic Church,with its empliaseson hierarchy,the sevensa-
craments,andrelativelyelaboraterituals, impressedColumbus.Heseems
to havebeenespeciallyinspiredby the Catholicdoctrineof salvationby
merit gainedlbrough faitb. Columbusregardedbis enterpriseto find a
short searouteto theIndies as a sacredmission. Therefore,he believed
that he must succeed:

«Thesegreatandmarvellousresultsare not to be attributedto any merit of mine,
but to the holy Christian faith», he wrote 29

He daily readthe Divine Office, observedalí churchfestivals,culti-
vatedthecompanyofeccíesiasties,headedeveryletterwith a little cross,
andoftenconcludedwith fue prayer:

«JesusandMary-Be with us on our way»

26 PalazzoComunaledi Genova-Cassafox-tedella saladel Sindaco,gia nell’Archi-

vio del Bancodi San Giorgio, filza delleApodisiedi AntonioGallo, anno ¡502.Aprí-
le 2, Siviglia; Archivio di Statodi Genova-Archiviodi San Giorgio, LitterarumOffi-
cii SanctiGeorgii, 1499-1503,pp. 127 e 128, del CancelliereAntonioGallo. 1502,Di-
cembre8, Genova.

27 PaoloEmilio TAVIAN], ChristopherColumbus:Tw Grand Design. (London,
Orbis, 1985>, Pp. 38-43.

28 Richard DAVEY, «TheBoyhoodandYouth of Columbus»,The National Re-
view (London).October 1892, p. 216. A parishis a district that has its own church
andclergyman.For centuriesa «Christiancommunity»meanta small areain which
a groupof peoplelived anddid nearlyeverythingtogether,includingprayerandwors-
hip. Catholictraditionsand laws concerningparishesdevelopedin suchsituations.

29 MAJOR, ChristopherColumbus:Four Voyagesto ibe New World, Letters ano’
SelectedDocuments,op. cit., p. 16.

30 MORiSON, Tire Europearr discovery ofAmérica: Tire Souei¡ern Voyages,A. D.
1492-1616,op. ch., Pp. 52-53.
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Confident of beingthe instrumentof God, Columbusmet the hard-
shipsat seawith: «faith in the substanceof thingshopedfor, theeviden-
ceof thingsnot seen»~‘.

In a letterwritten aboardthe¡‘lina, on February15, 1493, to Santan-
gel; which was forwardedto King FerdinandandQueenIsabella,Colum-
busreferredto his divinely inspiredcalling.

«1 know that you will takepleasureat the greatvictory with which Gur Lord has
crownedmy vogaye,...the eternalGod, Our Lord, Who gives to alí thosewho walk
Christendomoughtto feel joyful andmakegreatcelebrationsandgive solemnthanks
to tbe Holy Trinity... sincenot only Spainbut ah CbristianswilI hencehaverefresb-
mentandprofit» 32 Columbuswrote.

His EducationalExperiences

YoungChristopherColumbusdid not receivemuchformaleducation.
In lis time, most children learnedwhat was necessaryin their kinship
units, in elementaryschoolsoperatedby guild.s, andthroughobservatiofls
andapprenticeships.Irving (1828), erroneouslyconcludedfrom thewri-
tingsof Columbus’sson,FernandoColombo,thai young Cliristoplier:

«Wassent to the universityof Pavia,where he studiedgeometry,geography,as-
tronomyandnavegation»~.

Landstrom(1966), examinedthe recordsof the University, and found
that ColUmbus«is not includedin therolís ofstudents»~ there.Tarduc-
ci (1891), alsodisclaimedthey myth of Columbus’ university education,
wich he attributedto an exaggerationby Fernando~. Studiesby Morison
(1942),showthat «He(Columbus)liad very little formal schooling,...and
he neverlearnedto readwrite until he went to Portugal»36~

However,Fernandoneveractually claimedtbat his fatherattended
theuniversityof Pavia.In lis Historie, he merelystated«fico adunque,

~‘ The Epistleof Paul to the Hebrews,Xl, i.
32 «Columbus’Letter to Santangel»,February15, 1493,on board theNina, first

illustratedLatin Edition (BasIc, 1493),coui-tesyof the NewYork Public Library, Rare
Books & MSS Div., MSS 303, NewYork, N. Y.

~ WashingtonIRVING, The Life and Voyagesof ChristopherColumbus.Vol. 1.
(Philadelphia:David McKay, 1828), p. 20.

~ Bjorn LANDSTROM, Columbus. (New York, Macmillan, 1966),p. 23.
~ TARDUCCI, The Lije ofChistopherColumbus.Vol. 1, op. ch., pp. 11-13.
36 SamuelELIOT MORISON,Admiralofthe OceanSea: TheLWeofChristopher

Columbus.Vol. 1. (Boston, Little, Brown & Company,1942), pp.7-13.
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che nella fua picciolaeta imparo lettere,& stutio in Pavia tanto,che gil
bastauaper intenderei cosmograft,...ancorasi diedeall’Astrologia,& alía
Geometria»“. (1 saytherefore,that in bisyouth helearnedlettersandstu-
diedin Paviaenoughto understandcosmography,...he also studiedas-
trologyandgeometry).The Paviaof whichFemandowrote, wasprobably
an elementaryschoolestablishedby Genoeseweaversfor theirsonsal the
Vicolo di Pavia,in thequarterof Sí. Stephen.Genoeseschoolscustoma-
rily taughthe rudimentsof seamanshipin addition to academiesubjets
lo alí jupils, regardlessof their professionalambitions3~.

While in Portugal,Columbuswas amongpeoplewho could teachhim
Portuguese,Castilian, Latin, and mathematicsand astronomyfor celes-
tial navigation.After learningto readand wt-ite, he studiedthe works of
ancieníandmedievalcosmographers;suchasPierred’Ailly’s ImagoMun-
di, and Marco Polo’s traveis.He also acquiredadditional experiencein
seamanship.Columbusbecamepreoccupiedwith the goal of fxnding a
short searute to the Indies. He receivedencouragementfor this ideaby
correspondingwith PaoloToscanelli,a learnedmanofFlorence.Tosca-
nelli helievedthat Japanlay only 3,000miles westof Lisbon.

Columbusmadecommercialvoyagesfor Genoesemerchantswith bu-
stnessestablishmentsin Lisbon betweenJuly 1478 andAugust 1479. He
sailedto the Portuguesecolony of Madeiraduring this period,and also
retumedto Genoafor a shortvisit on August25, 1479 ~. Genoesefami-
lies acquiredextensivesugarplantationsin theMadeiralslandsbetween
1480and 1503 ~ ColumbusmarriedaPortugueselady namedFelipade
Peresírello. Christopherand Felipa lived in Madeira,but Felipa died
shortly after thebirth of their only child, whomthey namedDiego.

Columbusandlis son movedto Spain in 1485. Christopherconti-
nuedto readbooksaboutcosmologywhidb he found in Spanishlibraries
andmonasteries.Then he met Friar Antonio de Marchena,who became
lis loyal supporter.MarchenaintroducedtheItalian navigatorto Queen
Isabella. In bis journals,leíters and writings, Columbusdemonstrateda
remarkablefamiliarity with Holy Scripture;the works of Aristotie, Sene-
ca, Ptolemy; Ahmed-Ben-Kothair,the Arabic astronomer;Isidorus,the
Spanishchronicler; Duns Scotus,a British philosoplier;Wolfridus Stra-

~ COLON, Historia del 5’. D. FernandoColombo...,op. cit., cap. 3, p. 9.

38 John BOYD THACHFR, ChristopherColumbus:His Lfe, ¡Jis Work, HisRe-
ma¡ns.Vol. 1. (New York, AMS, 1967),¡y 288;TAVIANI, ChristopherColumbus:The
Grano’ Des¡gn, op. cii., p. 45.

~ Archivio di Stato di Genova-Not.GerolamoVentimiglia, filza 2, núm. 266,
1479,Agosto25, Genova,ContradaDi SanSiro, Nello ScagnoDi LodisioCenturione.

40 COLES, «TheCrisisof RenaissanceSocietyGenoa:1488-1507»,op. cit., p. 19.
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bo, the Germangeographer;Joachimof Calabria,and many other an-
cient, mendievalandRenaissancewriters ‘W

ThePersonalityofColumbus

Whattraits did ChristopherColumbusexhibit in adulthood?Thebio-
~grapherwho knew him best-hisson,FernandoColombo,describedhi¡n
as«affablein conversationwith strangersandvery pleasantto fue mem-
bersof his household,thoughwith a certaingravity. In eatinganddrin-
king, and in theadornmentof lis person,he wasvery moderateandmo-
dest.He wassostrict in mattersof religion thatfor fastingandsayingpra-
yershe might havebeentakenfor amemberof areligiousorder.Hewas...
an enemyof swearingand blasphemy42,, he behavedvery honorably...
and...neverturnedfrom thepathofhonesty~ He wasamanofwisdom,
courage,and foresight»~

Researdíby Taviani (1986),demonstratesthat Columbus«stoodasi-
de... two ages:his theoreticalapproachto philosophy, theology, and...
scientiftc conceptswere medieval. His eagernessfor scientiftc investiga-
tion andkeeninteresíin natureaswell as lib; capacityfor acceptingfacts
andphenomenaso far unknownwere peculiarof theRenaissance»~. Ac-
cordingto Taviani’s ftndings, Columbus«wasa Christiananda Catholic
in themodernsense,influencedby medievalteachings»...46 He was«a ge-
nious, self-taughtgeographer,anda great sailor»

Taviani’s studiesshow that Columbus«was strong-willed,tenacious
andalmostmulish...He wascourageous,patient,imaginativeandposses-
sedof an excellentmemory.In thedecisivernomentsof his countlessad-
ventures,he nearlyalwaysmanagedto moukL his intuitionsandmanifold
qualities into effective action...~ However,Columbuswas not without
shortcomings.«He lackedthe two qualitiesthat makea maninto a true

• politician: the capacitylo makefirm decisionsfor the Long runandapro-
found psydhologicalknowledgeof his fellows, which is indispensablefor

~‘ MAJOR, ChristopherColumbus:Foar Voyagesto the New World, Lettersand
SelecíedDoc¡unents,op. cit., pp. 139-142; TI-IACHER, Christopher Columbus:His
Lífe, ¡Jis Work, ¡Jis Remains,Vol. 1, op. ch.. p. 288.

42 COLON, historia del 5’. D. FernandoColombo...,op. cit., cap.3,p. 9.
~ Ibídem, cap.5,p. 14.
~ Ibídem, cap. ¡4, p. 42.
‘~ PaoloEmilio TAVIANI, «ColumbusThe Man: A PsychologicallyModernMan

of the Middle Ages», in Donald1. GERACE (et al.), Columbus Ano’ ¡Jis World (Fort
Lauderdale,CCFL BahamianFieló Station,198?),p. 2.

46 Ibídem, p. 2.
~ Ibídem, pp.4-6.
48 Ibídem, p. 6.
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appointingthe right manto theright position»~ Columbuspossesseda
high achievementmotivationandapowefulgoal-directedwill, developed
out of hope,expectationand competence.He was obviously a man of
greatvitality, who was self-taughtand enjoyedlearning. Columbuswas
alsoself-reliantandconfident.But asa manof oneidea,andthat a radi-
cal one,he was regardedas tiresomeby mostpeople,andhewas shunned
by many.He died in poverty in Valladolid, Spain,on May 20, 1506-al-
mostforgotten.

Conclusion

The personalitydevelopmentof ChristopherColumbuswas influen-
cedby the Renaissancemilieu, his family life, theCatholicChurch, the
proximity of his hometo thesea,andby opportunitiesfor studyafforded
to hm while he lived in Portugaland Spain. It is impossibleto determi-
natewhat internal factorsinfluencedhis development,althoughhe was
obviouslyan intelligent,strong-willedman,with a high achievementmo-
tivation. Perhapshis unusualneedto achievewas influencedby parents
who set high standardsandwho gayehim warm andgenerousencuora-
gement.Columbusregardedhis enterpriseto fsnd a shortsearouteto the
Indiesasa sacredmission.Therefore,he mustsucceed.Hedemonstrated
greatmoral and physicalcouragcwhen facedwith mutinoussailors, ar-
medrebels,savageIndians,andterrible stormsat sea.

Columbusmadeimportantdiscoveriesduring lis four vogayesto the
WesternHemisphere.Theeminenthistorian,SámuelEliot Morison, wro-
te that theftrst sea-crossingof Columbuswas «TIe mostimportant yo-
yageof discovery in alí history» ~ According to Morison: «A glance at
themapof theCaribbeanmayremindyou ofwhat he accomplished:dis-
covery of the Bahamas,Cuba,and Hispaniolaon the First Voyage; dis-
covery of the LesserAntilles, Puerto Rico, Jamaica,and thesouth coast
of Cubaon his Second,aswell as founding a permanentEuropeanco-
lony; discoveryof Trinidadand theSpanishMain, on lis Third; andon
the Fourth Voyage,Honduras,Nicaragua,CostaRica, Panama,andCo-
lombia. Nonavigatorinhistory...discoveredsomucí territory...Noneot-
her startedso manythingsfrom which stemthehistoryoftheUnitedSta-
tes, ofCanada,and of a scoreof Americanrepublics»~.

~ Ibídem,pp. ¡-2.

~ SamuelELIOT MORISON, Tizo Oxfórd Iíistory oftheAmericanPeople. (New

York, Oxford Universiíy Press,1965).p. 26.
~‘ MORISON, Tizo FuropeanDiscovervofimerica: TheSouthern Voyages.A. D.

1492-lóló. op. ch., p. 267.
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ChristopherColumbusachievedgreatness-agreatnessbaseupon the
excessamountof his contributions to societyin rejation to the amount
of lis gains from society.A eulogy written aboutMarcusBrutus: by Wi-
lliam Shakespearein lis play, Julius Caesar,appliesto Columbus:«His
life wasgentle,andthe elementsSo mix’d in hm thatNaturemight stand
up And say to alí the world “this wasa man!”» 52~
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