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ClaudeBlair haswritten that:
“Thepracticeof makinga formal presentationof a speeialsword,usually

suitably inseribed,to a distinguishedsoldier or sailor doesnot .... seemto
havestarteduntil dic secondhalf of theeighteenthcentury.In England
the practicewasalreadyestablishedby the outbreakof thewarwith France
in 1793 but .... it wasduring this confliet that it becamereally widespread”.’

The two swordswhich 1 will diseussandillustrate in thispaperarebotE
associatedwith thatwar.

The first sword is that awardedby the Patriotie Fund to Captain
FrederiekLewis Maitland, Royal Navy, in 1805.(Fig. 1).

ThePatriotie FundwasestablishedinJuly 1803 by the insurersLloyd’s
of London.The resolution for its foundation readas follows:

to anímatethe efforts of our defendersby seaand land, it is
expedientto raise,by the patriotismof thecommunityat large, asaitable
Fund for their comfort andrelief ... and[for] grantingpecuniaryrewards,
or honoarablebadgesof distinetion, for successfulexertionsof valour or
merit” 2

Of the “honoarablebadgesof distinetion” awardedby the Fund, its
swordsarethe bestknown.Theseexist in four types,differentiatedby their
cost to the Fund - £100, £50 and £30: a variant of the £100 sword was

(5) Keeper,ScottishtJnited ServicesMuseum,Edinburgh Castie.
¡ Blair, Claude f’hree PresentationSwordsin /he VictoriaandAlbertMuscuez... HMSO

1972.pl.
2 Reporto,ttheConmnsicteeforManaging/hePatriotic.’ Fund,estabtishedat LíovdsCoffre

Hc>use,2tilth fu/y ¡803. tst March 1804,ptO.
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producedin 1805torewardships’ cap!ainspresentat the battle of Trafalgar.
FredemickMaitland receiveda swordcostingthe Fund£100.

Maitland wasborn in 1776andwent tosca,as alí survivingrecordssay,
“at an earlyage

He svas present at the battle off Ushant on lst June 1794 and
subsequcntlyservedin thc Noríli Seaandin the Mediterranean.In 18<)2 he
took over eommandof HMS Loíre~ a capturedFrenchfrigate, and, in this
ship, spentseveralyearscruising in andaround the Hay of Biscay aspart
of the RoyalNavy’s Atíantiesquadrons,the aim of which wasto impedeor
blockadetradeto andfrom FrenchandSpanishports - Britain being then
at war with both SpainandFrance.

In June1805,reconnoitringofí CapeFinisterre,he receivedintelligence
that a Frenchprivateerxvasfitting out andpreparingfor seain Muros Bay
(Fig. 2) and,accordingly,preparedto enterthe bay in order to captureor
sink her. On enteringthe bay, he found !wo Frenchships, not one,and a
well-defcndedanchoragedominatedby a fort which imrnediatelybegan
firing accuratelyat bis ship. Anchoring at bombardmentrangefrom the
fort he beganto engageit, while sendinga landing party of 5<) níen under
his first lieutenant,JamesYeo, to try and neutralisethe for! from its
landwardside.Yeo and hismencapturedno! only asmall shorebatterybut
alsodic machlargerfort andmadeMaitianó dic masterof MurosBay. Ube
two Fmenchships were taken into British service,LieutenantYeo being
given commandof the largerof the two. In agesturethat pmobablydid much
for British-Spanishrelations,Maitland agreedto sparcthe lown of Muros
from pillage anddestructionif thestomcsof thetwo Frenchprivateerswere
surrendemed.This bcing agreed,it is said:

the bislíop and one of thc principal inhabitantsof Muros cameoff
fo the Loire to expresstheir gratitude for the ordemly behaviourof tlíe
British seamenand marines,who had no!, they acknowledged,comníitted
oneaet of pil 1 age.,amíd to o ife r to Captain Mait lan d and his officcrs every
refreshmentwhieh dic placeaflorded”.

News of Maitland’s action on 4th June reachedLondon threeweeks
later. M ai tI and receivedavote of than ks froní tlíe Conínion Couneil of the
City of London andbotlí he andYeowereawardedswordsbv the Patriotie
Fund.

Maitland’s sword is the omie illustrated here(Fig. 3). Asasword costing
£100 (2<).Ot)0 pesetas)it líasa more elaboratescabbardtlí an the cheape-r
swomds.Eaehof the Patriotie Fundswordshad similar líilts. which weme
níadein ivomy andortnolu usingclassicalsymbols.In order tlíat the swords’
reempientsshould be in no doubt about the iconographyineorporatedinto
Iheir swords’bilis (Hg. 4), dic sviords’ maker,Richardleed,speeifiedit in

- James.William NavedHistorvof (h-eatBrUata, MacMillan &. (So. Ltd. 1902. Vol, IV pM.
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a label (Fig. 5) which waspastedinto the lid of eachsword’spresentation
box: National Union was representedby the fascesforming the quillons;
HerculeanEfforts were symbolisedby tbe club of Herculesincorporated
into the knucklebow;dic aid of Wisdomencirclingdicclub wasrepresented
by theserpent;theresulting Victory wasshownby the skinof the Nemean
Lion which formed the backpieceand the RewardsIhus gainedfound
expressionin the wreathof laurel incorporatedinto the ferruleat thebase
of the grip.

The swords blade is engraved,blaed and gilded for its entime length.
Qn one side,a panel bearsan inseription (Fig. 6) recordingdetails of the
action for which the sword wasawarded;this panel is flanked by foliage
which —towardstheblade’spoint—incorporatesthe RoyalCypberof King
Georgem (Fig. 7). On the other side are a trophy of arms,the figure of
Vietory. a Phoenixrising from flames,a starenclosingMaitland’s initials,
the Britislí Royal Arms and, finally, Britannia flanked by anothertrophy
and niore foliage, (Fig. 8).

ihe swords seabbardis also encasedin ommolu andalso incorporates
elementsof classiealiconograpby.The two panelson eithersidearepierced
to reveal a blue velvet backingand to show classicalandnaval trophies.
Flankingthe panelsaremedallions.TheuppermedalliondepictsBritannia
aboyethe nameof Maitland’s ship and the dateof the action; the central
medallion shows Herculeswrestling the LernaeanHydra and the lower
medallion mepresentshim fighting the NemeanLion. The sword’s maker
engravedbis nameand addresson thc scabbard’sthroal (Fig. 9)’.

Maitland reníainedactively at seafor mostof the mestof thewar,serving
oti the Atíantie stationand in Canadianand WestIndian waters. In 1815,
while in commandof HMS Bellerophon,he receivedthe surrenderof the
EmperorNapoleonand conveyedhim fo Englandprior to bis exile to St
Helena.Maitland wasknighted in 1830 anddied af seain 1839 in the rank
of ream—admimal.

The secondhalf of this paper will be devotedto a sword awardedto
Lieutcnant-GeneralThomasGraham,(Fig. 10). He wasawardedit by the
Common Council of the City of London following the battle of Barrosain
1811.

ThomasGrahamwas born in 1748;he was thusagedsixty-threewhen
he lcd troops in action af Barrosa.Succecdingto bis family estafesin lis
late teens,he travelledon the continentof Europein the early 1 770s;while
in Romehewaspaintedby PompeoBatoni dressedfor the ficíd sportswhich

For furthcr detailsof Pairiotie Fund swords.and theirdecoration.tlíoseinterestedare
rccommendedfo canso?t Paeric,tic EtencíSveord.s-,parfs 1 aocI 11. by Dr feslie Soutiíwick in Iñe
journal of dic Britisb Arms and Armour Societv. Vol, XII, No. 4, Pp 223-284(September
1987) and Vol. XII, No. 5, Pp291-31t (March 1988).
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heactively enjoyed,(Fig. 11). In 1774 he marriedTheHomí. Mary Cathcart
who, a year later, waspaintedby ThomasGainsborough,(Fig. 12).

The Grahamsdivided their timebetweentlíeir estatesin Perthshire,the
fashionablesalonsof Edinburgh and London and travel abroad. Mrs
Grahamdied in the south of Francein 1792 and her coffin. en route for
burla) in Scotland,was forcedopenby National Guardsmenin Toulouse
searchingfor Royalis! arms.This act outragedGrahamand,after semving
as a volunteerin the expeditionagainstToulon in 1793,he retumnedhome
to raisea twobattalionregiment.Grahamthusbeganhis military careera!
dic ageof forty-six andjo time x-ank of colonel,(Fig. IB). [-lewaslo servelo
mos! theatresof the war in Europe.

In 1801 he saiíedto join his regiment,which liad taken part in the
successfulEgyptiancampaign,and it presentedhim with a capturedkiliQ;
while in Egypt he also aequireda samsirwhich clearlybecamea favourite
sword, (Fig. 14). Hecarriedthis swordthroughoutthe Peninsularcampaign
andcradíedit in two of bisportraitsby Sir ThomasLawrenee,(Figs. 15 and
16). His fondnessfor this styleof swordmay haveinfluencedthe designof
thaf awardedlo him by the City of London.

By 1811 Grahamwasa lieutenant-generalin commandof a British foree
sentto reinforceCadiz.The heightsof Barrosaform aridgesouthof Cadiz,
(Fig. 17).Thisridgewasassaultedby a Frenchforceof aboutseventhousand
men. It was held by Graham’stroops, a mixed body of British, Spanish,
Portugeseand Germansoldiers,which was hurriedly formed into two
brigadesto resist the assault.The Frenchformations,greatly superiorin
numberandoften holdinghiglier groundOían the alijes,wererouted. tlíeir
defcatjudgedtobethe resultof Grahamsactive forward leadershipwhich
inspiredanddirectedlis troops to attaekthe larger force with greatdash
aud agression,(Fig. 18).

News of the victory was rapturouslyreceivedin Britain and Graham
wasvotedthethanksof botbPiousesof Parliament.A monmaftertbebattle
theCommonCouncil of theCity of London met,bestowedthe Freedomof
the City upon both Grahamandhis deputy,BrigadierWilliam Dilkes, and
awardedboth men swords.Grabam’ssword wasgoldmountedand to the
valueof two hundredguineas(42,000pesetas),(Fig. 19).

Graham’sswordwasIhe first tobe awardedby dic City iii Ihe Turkish
style, most previousawardshaving beenin the form of a smallsword.The
hilt and seabbard-mountsfor the sword weremadein 22-camatgold by
ThomasPrice, a smallworkerof 13 Pentonville Street,andthe swordwas
assembledand suppliedto the City bv Richard Clarke and Son of 62
Cheapside.

The hilt is decoratedoveralíwith spraysof laurel andmyrtle, (Fig. 20).
The quillons aretipped with acornfininís andhavelions’ headsin rondels
al iheir centres.Gorgons’ masksareplaced elíherside of the pommel.It
would originally havehad a chain knackle-bow,(Fig. 21), of either bose-
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links or —moreprobably—of twistedandoverlappinglinks (like ahorse’s
bridíes curb-chain).An almostidentical sword, with ehain knuckle-bow
and hilt and scabbard-mountsby tbe samemaker, was awardedfo
Wellington by tbeCity of Londonamonth latenit is now in the Wellington
Museumin London, (Fig. 22).

The blade is falsely damascenedand embellishedwith blue and gilt,
(Fig. 23). The figure of Vietory decoratesone side; an appropriate
inseriptionis placedon the other, (Fig. 24).

Thescabbardis of shagreen-eoveredwoodwith goldmounts.Theupper
mountbearsthe Arms of theCity of London (Fig. 25) andthoseof Thomas
Grabam,(Fig. 26). Scrutinyof Graham’sarmsindicatesthat thescabbard
wasnotfinished antII after hehadbeencreatedaKnight Companionof the
Order of the Bath in January1812, sineethe shield is encireledwith the
motto of the Order.Similarly, hewould notbavebeenentitíedto supporters
prior to his knighthood. As one of his sapportershe chose,in heraldie
language,“sinister, a peasantof Andalucia,habited andbearingon the
exterior shouldera hoe proper”. The middle mount hasmedallionswith
patriotie depictions: Britannia with the British lion rending a French
standardtorn from its Eagle-toppedstaff (Fig. 27) and,on the otherside,
theBritish lion supportinga Union flag andsuWuingwith itspaw theEagle
of the FrenchÑth regimentof infantry, a trophy capturedby the S7thFoot
at the battíeof Barrosa,(Fig. 28). The chapeis piereed,decoratedand
emblazonedwith martial trophies(Fig. 29)>.

ThomasGrahamlater distinguishedhimself at the captureof Ciudad
Rodrigo in 1812 and fought at the battle of Vitoria and siegeof San
Sebastianin 1813. His eonduct at Vitoria carned him the thanks of
Parliament,again,andthe Citiesof London andEdinburghpresentedhim
with goldboxesenclosingFreedomserolís,the London box (Figs. 30 and
31) specifically mentioningthe vietory of Barrosafor whicb hehadreceived
bis sword.In 1814he wasennobledasLord Lynedochandfinished flie war,
which hehadbeganasacivilian volunteer,asageneraloffieercoveredwith
decorations.He died,agedninety-five.in 1843andwasburiedin Perthshire
besidebis wife

Swords awardedby thc City of Londoa are deait with in detail in The Recipiems,
Gold.s’níiehsandCoscsof theSwordspresencedby the Corporationof tIte City of London,by
DrLeslie Sou(hwick.Journulof tite Brifistí Arms aadArmnur Soeiefy.Vol, XIII, No. 1

3,pp.
173-22<) (March 1990). 1 willingly record my thanksto Dr Soutlíwick for his assistaneein
relaoonto oh’> sworopresentedto General(iraham.
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Fig. 1 —Captuin P’reelerickLewis Maitla,icl, Royal.Vavy.18/5.
Re;,roduced liv courtes~‘ of/he Xeítiona/ MusetinísofSeorlauíd.
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Fig. 2—Mitras haycínel Galicicí, ¡ronz ¡. opez‘s Mapa (3eograjicodel Revno
de Galicia... /784 Reprodueedby coureesyof tlíe Neicional I.ibrary of Scotland,
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Fig. ll.—
7’líomasGralíam of Balgowan,by PompeoBatoni, c. 1772

Privare Collecrion.
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Fie. 1 2.-----Th-e¡Ion. Mrs ThomasGrahamof Balgowan,by ThomasGainsborough,/775.
Reprodíícecíby ce>urtesv’of tIte NationcílGalleries- oJ’S’otlanc/.
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Fig. 1 3.—-ColonelTlmonmasGreihmaní of tIte 9Otlm Regimeneof’ Foot e./796.
Reproelucecíby cuí,rte y of tlíe National Museumsof Scotíand.
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Hg. 1 S.—Lieutenant-GeneralSir ‘thomasGraha,n, Lord Lynedoch,
by Sir ThomasLawrenee,1817

Reproducedby courtesyof the¡nsticuceof Directors.
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Fie. 16 .~Lie,ítene¡n— GenercílSir Di aunasGraharn, I.orcl I.yneele>ch,
liv Sir ilion-mas Lawrence,/8/7.

Reproelucedliv courtesvej tIte Victoria uncíAlbert Mcmseunm.



P
o

r
S

kill,
V

a
lo

a
r

ancíG
a

lía
m

ry:T
w

o
S

w
o

rd
,sP

re
se

n
te

d
261

‘-5s
t

e,o,o,
.5

4

e
,e

,
e

,e
,

.‘a
e,

C
o

t’
‘4

-’

e
,e

,

o
,»

4.;
-e,

e,

—

e
,e

,
‘k

.~

.5
—

e
,

‘5
-,

o,-e,

o
,-’

r
‘4

-’’-

o
,>

-e,

-e,
o

,
o

,

e,
o

,’-
‘so,

tú
¡1




























	f: 
	l: 
	ñ: 
	m: 


