
Arms Collection ¿a the Vytautas Magnus War
History Museum

Síepenas Gecast

Honorable Celleagues,

1. In this brief report 1 shall not be able te give a fulí and thorough
survey in details of [he arrns kept at [he museum. Because at such a high
level conferences ear museum are taken part fer [he first time (except the
museums of the former Soviet Unien) for many celleagues we were
unknown or nearly unknown, 50 1 present a general charakteristics of [he
collection.

II. After World War 1 when the Lithuanian State was restored,
Lithuaninas had lo defend Iheir independanee for lwe more years fighting
against aggresive enemies: a) Rassian bolsbeviks, b) Pelish legionary and
e) German kaiser army and 1 tzarist Russian wbite gaard unions. On
Neyember 23, 1918 Lithuanian army afler the goverment issued the law
was formed from volunteers. During a short time it was joined by several
theusands of Lithuanian people: workers of different age, farmers. Many
of them had recently served in [he tzarist Russian army, participated in [he
Russian - Japanese war in 1904-1905 and in [be first world war. Joining the
Lithuanian army volunteers breught with thernselves sucb arms among them
war trepby, hunting guns, etc.

Even at [he end of 1918 when the fightings for independance still were
going en by [he law of the coantries minister, the erganizatien of [he war
museam was begun. Its erganizer was appoin[ed general of medical service,
areheologist Viadas Nageviejus wbo later worked as the ehief tilí [he seeend
Soviet eccuation and died in 1956 [he USA, Klivland.

(*) Vicedirector ot Vytautas Manos war Museunx.
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On February 16, 1921 - [he day of Lithuanian s independanee [he firdt
exposition was opened whieh included pictures, war uniforms and hall of
the exibits were amis.

Already tilí 1940 tbe War museum collected a big collec[ion
1 of various arms. In the years of Soyiet government [be profile of the

museum was ebanged bu[ he aceumulation of arrns and [heir 1 studios have
a¡ways had priority significarice. Espeeially plentifully [he funds of [he
museuni incressed af[er World War II. The arms collec[ion in the Kaunas
War Museum was known as one of the biggest iri the former Soyiet tJnion
after Oruzeinaja palata ané Hermitage colleetions.

III. Now in thc funds of [be Museuní tbere are more than 4.000 uni[s
of dilferent types arms froní yarious periods. lbey can be divided into such
group 5:

1. Ancient arms and [heir fragrnents, found during archeological mines.
Thcy. mostly. are stone fight axes. spears and tbeir parte, arrows tips and so
on. ‘[bese are ¿vms used Uy Lithuanians ané [heir fights with crusadeis liii
tbe beginning of [be 15 centory as well as those whieb were lefí by enemies
in the Lithuanian [erritory.

‘[he oldeso group of exibits iriclude more than 60 artillery guns, arbalcsets.
The oldest of [bern were mode arid used in [he 15 century (1 slide).

2. Another Ng broup of arms consists of wiek, flint ané capsule guns
rnostly produced in Western Europe. tbe date of [he oldest is tbe middle of
the 16 century (1 sílde).

In [bis groap [hemeare about 300 pis[ols of various types. 1 is interesting
[o note [bat in [he book of [he Museums exibits [he f’irst registered gun is
nf MOSINO type, sometimes called in Russian «trioehlineika». ‘Ibis is [he
gun of [he Russian guns constructor Sergej Mosino.

Guns of this type the Museuní has enough because by these guns was
mostly armed Lithuanian Aríny during [he years of figbting for
Independanee and after the formation of Litbuanian military forees. Now
and oid rnodifications of [he níodel of these guns were used Uy Li[huanian
partisans in 1945-1953. Guns of Mosino type were used [o salute also after
[be restoration of Independance, in autumn of 1990 during thc reburial of
[he remains of [he UnknowrimSoldier. Among [be firing arms tbe Kaunas
War Museuní besides MOSINO has Japanese ~<ARTSAKA». Geminan

«MALJSSER», Austro-Hungarian «MANLICHER» and gans of other
[ypes.

3. Almost 300 exibits are in [he colícetion of 18-20 cen[uries colé
weapans. These are war axes, swords, sabres, spears, knives. (1 slide).

4. Very in[eres[ing, liked Uy yisitors and valued by speeialis[s is the
coliection of [he 19 cenflny hunting guns. This collection was gaihered Uy
the famous Lithuanian - Polisb nobleman painter Hu[en - Capskis.

5. Separate groups are formed by things of military clothing: sbields.
armours, helmets as well as horse aecoutremes (saddles)
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1 spure and so mí.
The oldest armour are rnade in Europe in [he 16 een[ury.
IV. After the war, quite a nurnber of Red Army amnis appcared the

guns pistols, automa[s, macbine-guns, such as “MAKS[M” as weIl
as artillery equipment «KATIUSA». (2 sudes).

On of [be rarest exibi[ of that period is the heavy tank JOSIF STALIN-
2 whieh during the years of Soyiet system s[ood

1 in a publie place and tourists were [oíd, that this is the first
1 tank [o enter Kaunas, when [he Red Arrny chased the German army.

(1 slide).
After reyiyal in 1988 [he eitie’s population organized transport and [his

45 tons weigbing tank was moved to a rernote place. ‘Ibis dood [ben caused
grea[ response in [he Soviet, especially rnilitary administration, Lithuanians
were criticized by [he war minis[er himself, one of the 1991 August mevol[
leaders Jazoy. ‘l’his tank, despite political aspira[ions, is now a mare tcchnical
object, because few sucb tanks were produced during the war, and afier
rocke[s bave begun to be produced, tank vehicles are modified [o carry
thcm and only separate unils ol [bern have romained. Iiowever. [he Museum
hasn t got the possibility now [o dernonstate it.

Especially procious relies are memorial arms who wero dependenee to
Lithuania s famous people. They are [he golded swords of the first leader
of Litbuanian Army general 5. Zukauskas, amnis of Li[huanía s míli[ary
resis[enee against [he Soviet occupation and post war years. etc.

V. AII exibi[s of arm collee[ions are speeifieally interesting, however
in [he eonstant exposition we can dernos[rate only 3-5% of [he whole arrnas
fund. ‘Ibe colleetion, comparatively, is well described and cared for. bu[ due
[o [he laek of money we ean’t propagate it, publie advertising literature,
catalogues as well as use eompaters. This congres and participation in i[ 1
expect will extend our relations.


