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Arrns provided with «suaphance» and flintloek Lave been used for
almost three centuries in Europe and therefore they Lave earned an irnorlal
and firm position in tbe Listory of firearms. ILe first reports describing
«soaphanee» in ltaly and Sweden date frorn ILe early l6íh century and by
the second Lalf of that eentury «snaphanee» was well known throughout ah
of Europe frorn Spain lo Russia and from ltaly to Scandinavia. Many
varianís and síyles Lave emerged, cg. the Duteh, Engtish, Swcdish type of
lock diffcring in tbc position of main the spring, and in steel and pan-cover
bcing composed either of two componenís or forining a single member and
also in sorne other dctails. Thic masterpiece of Ihis devclopmcnt was a
fhintlock designed ja France al the bcginning of the 17tL century which
spread throughout Europe during the 1 7tL century and superseded ah othcr
varianís almost eníirely. Its only competitor until ILe cnd of ILe fhintlock
arrns era was ILe Lock á la Catalana, also called Spanish loek, miquelel or
patilla.

Ihe origin of Lock á la Catalana is Spanishz this lock is characícrised
by Laving its main spring on the onter side of ILe lockplatc, acting upwards
on thc hect of Ihe cock. lIs steel and pan cover are joined together rnaking
up a single component.

Locks á la Catalana Lave been used up to the l9th century not only in
Spain but also in Portugal and ltaly, partieularly in southern Italy. They
were cornrnon in the enlire Mediterranean area and wc often find thcm on
Oriental arms including the guas and pistols frorn thc Balkan stales and
North Africa. la Europe Locks á la Catalana Lave Leen limited lo thc
Mediterranean region. Ame Hoff in his excellent book about firearms
(Fcuerwaffen 1.. 1969, p. 242) wrotc thaI Lock á la Catalana never sprcad
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northwards frorn [be Mediteranean region and [he only exceptions are the
gun with a typical Spanish loek manufactured by Gaspar Zeiner in Vienna
(in Detrnold Castie Armoury) aná another cric made hy M¿ubias Pfensack
in Konisberg (ja Tojhusrnuseet).

Arrie Hoff’s opinion that [hese arms have been produced only on special
order of [he customer, is undoubtedly correet but nevertheless [he riumber
of Locks á la Catalana manufactured in Central Europe isa little bit larger.
Obviously [he main reason is a close conneetion between the Habsburg
siate in Central Europe with Spain which was also ruled by l-labsbtírg during
the Ióth arid l7th century. There have been numercus marriages between
the nobility from Spain arid Austria or Bohemia. N4any aristocrats living in
t3ohemia—Pernstein, Lobkowics. Eggenberg. Galias, Buquoy. Piecolomini
and otbers. spoke and wrote Spanish. Offieers, tradesmen, and elergyrnen
from Spain lived in Prague and possibly diese eustomers ordered amis froni
local gunrnakers with a type of lock whieh [bey had been accustoníed lo use
in Iheir hornes.

Perhaps most of you know that in orie of the Prague chinches a famous
statue of the Christ CEjíd (El Nifio Jesús de Praga) is exhibited. ibis statue
was brought from Spain by Maria Manrique de Lara wbo íííarried Wratislav
of Perristein in 1556. ‘Ibe history ol tbis statue is well know bat unfortunatelv
dic n ames of those wbo ordered fi re arms with Lock u la Catalana iii Prague
or in Vienna still remains a rnystery. We kriow only the gunmakers wbo
produced these arrns aud signed [bern with their nanies.

Arrie Hoff described in bis bock a gun with Loek Li la Catalana froni
Gaspar Zeiner wbo was a master gunniaker iii Vienna in 1695. Tbe sanie
gu urnak e r produced two Locks Li la catala n a 110W iii dic col lections of the
Military Museum in Prague (Fig. 1.2). In [he same niuseuní are two Loeks
á la Catalana signed onlv «In Prag»; the n a me of [be gunní a.k.e y appears on
dic barrel only (Fig. 3,4). ‘rhe Militarv Museuní in Pragne also has another
bunting gun with Loek á la Catalana signed by Prague gunrnaker Gaspar
Neireitter, dated 1673 arid later rebtíilt in tbe lGtb centurv witb a oercussíon
system (Fig. 5). A separate Lock á la Catalana manufactured by Gaspar
Neireitter is in the colleetion of tbe National Museurn in Prague (Fig 6).

Neireitter’s gun wbich is now in [he Militarv Museuín in Prague was
formerly, In the armoury Frydlant Castie in Nortbern Bohemia. Tbe
collection of this castle also includes a pair of pistois witb Lock Li la Catalana
froní Johann Stifter, prague gunníaker of the l7th cen[ury. Frydlant Castie
was owned among otbers by Albrecbt of Waldslein and after bis death [he
castle was owned hy Maathias Callas. Callas served wilh Spanish troops
ust before the Thirty Years’War and in 1635 obtained as a gift frcm [he

Spanisb king an estate in Soutbern [taN’ which was a region wbere arms
wíth Lock Li la Catalana werc conímon.

.Johan Stifter was a well known gunrnaker and many arms produced by
bu have survived up [o [he present time. On [he otber hand. Franz Faidirí
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from Brno remains quite an unkncwn person; Mnichovo Hradiste Cas[le
in Bohemia preserves his rifle with break down action and with Lock á la
Catalana. An arm with the same sys[em, and also with Loek á la Catalana
preduced by gunmaker Franz Jeiedtel in Vienna in the second half of the
l7th century, is in Tojhusrnusee[ in Copenhagen. Hluboka Castie in South
Bohemia has a huntirig rifle wi[h Lock Li la Catalana in its armoury. It was
manufactured by gunmaker Johann Waas in Vienna at the cud of l7th and
beginning of the 1S[h century. Frydlant Castle houses a hunting gun
unsigned by the gurirnakcr frcm [he beginning of l8[h eentury, with ihe eos[
cf arms of [he pcssesscrs, the family von Die[riehstein. The lock of this arrns
is a combination of Freeh flin[lock and Lcck á la Catalana wi[h
ecrresponding shape of grooved steel. jaws cf cock. e[c.

Spanish influence on Czeeh and Aus[rian gunmaking are also found in
otber arcas. Very popular have been bigh quality Spain barrels which may
be fornid in arrns manufactured by many gunrnakers from Central Europe.
Sanie Czcch gunrnakerin dic lSth eenturysuch as [he guninakers in Austria
and sorne o[her ecuntries- assumcd a Spanish s[yle of signing [he barrels
by tbe master craftsman. Soine arms cg. made by Leepold becher frorn
Karlcvy Van’ (Karlsbad) are provided with Madrid stock. In this
presentalion, however, we have concen[rated only on Loeks á la Ca[alana
produced by gunmakers in Central Europe. These amis are searce and
tberefore eaeb piece rernains a rarity for [he collee[or. On the othcr hand
these arms are nol so mare and exceptional as presumed in Ihe litera[ure. 1
believe that a de[ailed inspeetion of armonries in Bohemia, Austria and
other rieighbouring central Furopean States might reveal sorne other sijíl
unknow specirncns.

Let tis go back tc a hunting gun with Lock á la Catalana manufactured
by Prague gunmaker Caspar Neirei[er in 1673 (Fig. 7). At abeul 1830 [bis
arm was trarisformed in[o percussion sys[ern -wi[h exeeptional came and
with respeettothe original ebaracter of[be arrn. In thejawsof the eoek the
former tImÉ was replaced by ¡mmmcm and the pan has been provided with
a nipple. The res[ of [be loek has reniained unehanged, ineluding now non-
furie[ional steel arid pan-cover, decora[ed by a melief of a new s[ock. Ihe
owner al that thereÍore converted bis arrns for further use. He allowed [be
par[s -—--barrel and lock— wbich served his predecessoms for over one
hundred and fifty years to remain íntact. God gran[ that after one hundred
and fifty years, in the secorid half of the 22nd cen[ury, ciar suceessors will
es[cern oir work in like manner.










