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SUMMARY.—The itistorians of today tend to overestimate tite role the veterans
played in the Romanitation of Spain. Perhaps. only the period from 45 B.C. to 13 13.C.
saw a considerable influx of veíerans ¡o Spain. At oíher timer there were not so many
veterans and, what is more, they primarily settled down in the already deeply Romani-
zed zone. They increased tite Roman element in the province but not play a decisive
role in its formation or operation. They did not belong, as a rule, to the urgan cUte
either.

In historical scienciethereis a widespreadbeliel thatthe armyandits
veteranswho settleddown on theIberianPeninsulaplayedthe mostsigni-
ficant. if not decisiverole in theRomanizationof Spain¼Thus,according
to P. A. Brunt who maintainedthat ¡he majority of the immigrantscame
from the Italics, not the Romansproper,thoseItalics wereprimarily, even.
perhaps,exclusively. formersoldierswho in ¡he courseof many yearsof
their servicein thearmy got well accustomedto life in ¡he province2.A.
Balil, P. BoschGimpera,andE. M. Staermanhold that themain agentsof
the Romanizationwerethe Spaniardswho wereincludedinto the Roman
armyandwho returnedto the homecountry3.This opinionwas countered
by G. Alfdldy and3. M. RoldánHervás.The latterdevotedaspecialcom-
prehensivestudyto theRomanarmy in Spain (and to ¡he Spaniardsser-
víng in the Romanarmyoutsidethe IberianPeninsula)~.In his laterwork,
however,J. M- RoldAn Herváshassuccumbedto the conventionalview-
poin¡ andstressedthe greatcontributionof the armyandthe veterantsto
the processof Romaniza¡ion~.Butis it really so? Doesthis opinion hold
water?

()Translated from the Russian by L. Chistonogova
1. I.E.g., Blázquez, J. M. Causas de la romanización de Hispania. “Hispania”, T. 24. 1964, p.

23; Le Roux E. Provincialisation e¡ recrutenient militaire dans le N. O. hispanique. - «Gerion”. T.
3, 1985, p. 299.

2. Brunt, 1’. A. Italian Manpower 225 E. C. A. D. 14. Oxford, 1971, p. 217-219.
3. Balil A. Un factor difusor de la romanización: las tropas hispánicas al servicio de Roma.

«Emérita>’. T. 24, 1956, p. 108-134; Bosch Gimpera, P. Les soldats ibériques, agents dhellenisation
el de romanisa¡ion. Mélanges olieres á Jérome Carcopino. 1’.. 1966. p. 141-148: Staerman EM.
The moral and religion a¡ opressed classes M., 1961. p. 235-23<> (in Russian).

4. Roldan Hervas J. M. Hispania y el ejército romano. Salamanca, 1974, p. 258-262; Alf¿lldy G.
Hispanien und rómishe Heer. «Gerion”. T. 3, 1985. 5. 402-403.

5. Roldán Hervás, J. M. La organización militar. HE. T. II, 2, p. 40-114.

Gerión. 7. 1989- 137/147 - Editorial de la Universidad Complutense de Madrid.



138 Juli 8. Tsirkin

me ñrstRomansettlementin Spain was undoubtedlya military one.
This is thetown of Italica foundedin 206B. C. by Scipio for his mutilated
soldiers after the battle of llipa (App. Hisp. 38). As A. Garcíay Bellido
points out, the town grewn to be a permanenthospital andat the same
time aRomanoutpostin the Southof the Peninsula~. For years.it hadno
statusof Romanor Latin town, being. evidently. a vicus. though thereis
no direct knowledgeof it. As is known, the first Latin colony in Spainwas
Carteia foundedfor the Romansoldiers’ children by Spain mothers(Liv.
XLIII, 3, 1-3), but it cannotbe, of course.regardedas a military colony.

Cordubawasthe first colony in the Baetisvalley, deducedby M. Clau-
dius Marcellus(StraboIII, 2, 1), as long agoas 152 or even169 B. C.~ But
wa haveno referencewhatever to the veteranssettling there. In this ac-
countof the foundationof the colony Straboemphasizesthat the original
residentsof thecolonywere«theelect»of the Romansandaborigines.so
that the Romanpresencein Cordubais to be takenfor granted.

It seemsquite probabletbough,thatboth Poseidonios.Strabo’s most
likely source,andStrabohimself (andthe Spaniardstoo, for that matter)
míscalledthe Italics Romans.becausetherein the provincesíheywerene-
ver. too carefulto telí the onesfrom theothers.The dual eharacterof Cor-
dubawas for some time patently feling the existenceof two vici in the
twon —the vicus of the Spaniardsandthatof the foreigners~. Rut could
the Romansof Cordubahavebeencalled foreigners?It is an established
andgenerallyacceptedhistorical fact, that the Spanishvicus was thedis-
trict of the aborigines.If Cordubahadbeenpopulatedby genuineRoman
citizensm,andveteraneatthat, theywould hardly havebeencalled foreig-
ners there.It looks morelikely thatthosewereafter alí not Romans.least
of alí veterans.but the Italies. Having cometo live in a foreign country
theymust havefelt out of their naturalelement.theywerealiensandthe
local residentsconsideredthemassuch.Thereforewe mustadmit thatthe
veteranswere hardly residentsof this vicus forensis.

Theveteransareknownto havelived in Valentia. Retetheyarealways
consideredasoneof the two elementsin the town’scitizenship—veterani
et veteres(CIL II. 3741, 3733, 3736). One inseription mentionsa «uterque
ordo Valentinorum»(CIL II. 3745). It follows thenthat the veteranscome
to settle in Valentiasometime after the original inhabitantswho mustbe
the Lusitanianswhom D. lunius Brutus locatedon the Mediterranean
coastin theyear138 13. C. (Liv. per. 55). Perhapsat a certainperiodprior
to 60 B. C. sornepeoplefrom Italy cameto leve in the town andlater they
beganto be called vetereswhereasthe veteransdid not find theirway to

6. García y Bellido. A La Itálica de Hadriano. Les empereurs romains dEspagne, P; 1965, p.
7-8.

7. Gatsterer II. Untersuchngen zum rémischen Stadtewesen auf der Iberischen Halbinsel. B.,
1971, 5. 9; Knapp R. C. Román Córdoba. Berkeley-Los Angeles-L., 1983, p. 9-lo.

8. Knapp, R. C. Op. cit., p. 13-14.
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this town until the secondcenturyor eventhe beginningof the third cen-
tury A. D. Anyway, thereseemsno reasonto think that the veteransesta-
blished them selvesin Valentia in ¡he Republicantime~.

Without providinganyotherdataon theRomano-Italiancolonization
of Spain.we mustdefinitely statethat thereis virtualy no indubitableevi-
dencefor the military colonizationon the IberianPeninsulaprior ¡o Cae-
sarsepoch except¡he above-mentionedfoundationof Italica as a vete-
rans’inflrmaly.

Let usapproach¡he problemat issuefrom a differentangle.Therewas
no neeessityto evict the Romansfrom Italy —eithersoldiersor peasants—
practically until the Gracchs.Listing ¡he colonies founded by ¡he Ro-
mans,Velleus Paterculusenumeratesonly the ones deducedto ¡he diffe-
rent countriesof Italy plus Narbo in Galia (1. 14-15).As we know, Caius
Graechusfailed in his attemptto founda colonyon ¡he site of devastated
Carthagewhereas¡he popularityof his opponentLivius was largelybased
on his altemativesuggestion¡o deducecoloniesto ltaly. It was not until
the reformsof Marius that ¡he problemof settling¡he veteransfirst arose.
Notewor¡hy 18 ¡he telling ulteranceof Appianus(bel. civ. II, 120) that in
antiquity the soldierswere allowedoneby one ¡o go backto their home-
lands whentheir servicein ¡he army wasoverand it was sometime later
that theybegan¡o be deducedin ¡he mass¡o coloniesandprovidedwith
somebodyelse’s land and houses.Spanishterritorieswere alwaysexclu-
ded from ¡he variousagrarianlaws andbilís concerning¡he distribution
of land among¡he veterans~ For example.the veteransof Marius recei-
vedtheir plotsof landin Africa in accordancewith the ftrst law of Satur-
nínus(De vir. ilí. 73,1); accordingto ¡he secondlaw —in Sicily, in Achaia,
in Macedonia(ibid., 73,5) and in Gallia (App. bel. civ. 1, 29). Sulla is
known ¡o havebestowedlandson his veteransdirectly in Italy (App. bel.
civ. 1, 96) andto havededuceda single colony¡o Corsica(Plin. n. h. III,
80).

Ample evidencemaybe derivedfrom thebilí of ServiliusRulluswhich
causedheateddebatesin 64-63 13. C. HereSpainis mentionedfor the first
time: ¡he eartharoundNeuCarthage«won by ¡he valourof bothScipios»
mustbe sold out as well as otherlandsso that for moneyraised¡his way
newlandscouldbe boughtin order¡o deducecoloniesin Italy properand
Campaniain partifcular(Cie. de leg. agr.1, 5; II 51). So we canseethatin
¡hosedays ¡ha Spanishlands wareconsideredby ¡he Romanpoliticians
eXclusiVelyas possiblesourcesof moneyandmeans.not as possiblepía-

9. Galsterer H. Op. cit., 5.53-54. Can ¡he apparance of the future veteres.have been caused by
the uprising ofSertorius? It is common knowledge tha¡ Valentia among other cities suppor¡ed this
general and surrended so Pompeius only alter Sertorius death (flor. II, 20).

10. Tite reviewof the agrarian laws, those relating tho the veterans included, may be found in:
Utchenko L. 5. Tite Crisis and Falí ob the Roman Republic. Moscow, 1965, p. 179-183 (in
Russian).
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ces to deducecoloniesto. Likewise, we shall note,both agrarianlaws of
Caesar-theconsulpassedin 59 B. C. alsoconcernedItaly alone‘¼

Thus we haveno reasonsto maintain thatamass settlementof vete-
rans in Spaintook placeprior ¡o the forties of the first centuryB. C.

Nonetheless,by the forties of the first centuryB. C. Spainhad already
quite a few immigrantsfrom Italy. During the earlystagesofthe Civil War
betweenCaesanandthe Pompeiansseverallegionswere recruíted from
amongthem.The year49 B. C. markedthe existenceof the so-called<Un-
digenous»Legion (Vernacula)first underthe leadershipof Vanoandlater
—of Caesar(Caes.bel. civ. II. 20, 4). In 48 B. C. Caesar’svicegerentCas-
sius recruitedin Spain (in ah likelihood, in the South, in the would-be
Baetica)onemorelegion, to which he gayenumberV (Bel. Mex. L, 3). In
45 B. C. Pompeius¡he Juniorhadalreaytwo vernacularlegionsof thede-
sertersfrom ¡heCaesariansandonelegion recruitedin thecoloniesof ¡he
region (Bel. Hisp. 7) ¡2 Ml ¡his implies thatat that time in the South of
Spain alonetherehived about100.000peoplewith Romancitizenshipto
their credit’3 besides¡he Italics with no Romancitizenship.Taking into
accountalsothe immigrantsto HispaniaCiteriorweway surmisetha¡¡he
sumtotal of immigrants¡o Spainexceedsthe aboyecited figure. The ma-
jori¡y of them are supposedto havereachedSpain after the Social War
andSulía’srepressions‘~. Rut aswe haveshownaboye,that was precisely
the time whentherewas no deductionof theve¡eransto Spain.Tberefore
we deemit possibleto assertthat the overwhelmingmajority of I¡alic im-
migrantswere by no meansveterans;theyaremorelikely to be peasants.
Certainly, it cannotbe exciudedthat someof ¡hosepeasantshadalready
foughtpreviouslyon the ¡bedanPeninsulaandgo¡ acquain¡edwith local
conditions,the more soas by ¡hen a substantialsectionof Romanarmy
was enrolledfrom ¡he Italics ~who, as distinct from the Romansproper,
constitutedthebulk of immigrants¡o Spain.Rut the settlementswerenot
veteraússtrictly speaking.

The situationbecamedifferentby ¡he closeof ¡he Civil War whenCae-
sarstartedto carryout —to quote5. L. Utchenko—theprogrammehe had
elaboratedbackin 47 B. C. (App. bel. civ. II, 94): «whenthe war is over 1
shall give alí (soldiers- Ju. Ts.) land... 1 shalldistributeamongyou land,
public arid my own, andif needbe, 1 shallbuy somemoreland» ~. In his
landownersandsettledthe robbedsideby sidewith the robbers»)andthis
logically presupposesthe deductionof coloniespreciselyin theprovince.

11. Ibid.. p. 63-65.
12. Roldán Hervás J. M. Hispania..., p. 209-212.
13. Nony, O. La Péninsule Iberique. Rome et la conquéte du monde mediterran¿en. P.. 1978. p.

666, 673.
14. Ibid
15. Utchenlco, S. L. Op. cit., p. 177-178.
16. Ibid., p. 231.
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Suetonius(luí. 42. 1) saysthatCaesarsettled80.000citizensin theoverseas
coloniesandPlutarch(Caes.57) specifiesthatCaesarfoundedthosecolo-
nies specially for his soldiers¡o uve in. True enough,Spain was not the
only andeven,perhaps,not the countrywhereCaesar’scolonieswerede-
duced.That samePíutachpoin¡s out in ¡bis samepassagetha¡ Carthage
andCorin¡h were Caesar’sbestknowncolonies.And yet Spainalsodrew
¡he dictator’sattention.

In the extremeNor¡h-Eastof SpainCaesarsettledhis colonistsin the
vicinity of Emporion,a Greekcolonyfoundedatthe beginningof tbe VIth
century13. C. A wall separatedEmporion from the natiye town of Indica.
Now after ¡he victorious war against the cbildren of PompeiusCaesar
foundeda third settlement—thatof Remancolonist(Liv. XXXIV, 9). Rut
¡he greatbulk of colonieswerebuilt by ¡he dictatorhimselfor by his order
by his succeasorsin SouthSpain,in ¡he Baetisvalley.Thefact seemsonly
too naturalandself-explana¡ory.The majorityof ¡he communitiesof this
regionhad¡aken the sideof ¡he PompeiansandCaesarpunishedthemby
dispossessingthemof their landon which he deducedhiscolonies~. Resi-
des.last but not Ieas¡,theBaetisvalley was the mos¡fertile partof ¡he Ibe-
danPeninsula:the fertility of the soil was the immigrants’prime attrac-
tion to tbesequarters.

When speakingaboutCaesar’scolonization(herewe meanbo¡h his
own coloniesand¡hosededucedby bis order)two pointsof greatsignift-
canceshouldbe stressed.First, Caesar’scoíonistswere not only veterans,
but alsoother strataof the population,¡he proletariansamongthem ~.

This generallyrecognizedhistorical thesisholdstrue of Spain too. Thus,
Caesarfoundedon thebanof theBaetisHispalis,offtcially calledRomula
lulia (Isidor, orig. 15, 1, 71) or simply Romula(Plin, n. h. III, 11; CIL II,
1168).At ¡he sametime Strabo(III, 2, 1) mentionsthe town of Baetisthat
surpassedHispalis in fameandhonour due to Caesar’ssoldiersresiding
there.The very structureof Strabo’sphraseunderlinesthe differencebe¡-
ween thesetwo towns. It follows that Hispalis was not a veterans’settle-
ment.Let ussta¡ein passing,that ¡his townshipof Baetiswasapparentlya
fairly insignificant one as the geographerpointedly speaks about its
scantypopulation.The town was neveragainrecordedeither in literature
or in epigraphyor in numismatics.Thereforeit mustbe concludedthat it
ei¡herbeforelong mergedwith Hispalisor it wasbut an insignificantce-
munity nearthis importantcentre¡9. Thus the only unquestionablyvete-
ran settlementof Caesat(if StrabodoesnotmeanactuallyAugustuswhen
usingthenameof Caesar,though)was rathernegligible.

17. vittingboff, E. Rómische Kolonisation und Btlrgerrech¡ spolitik unter Caesar und Augus-
tus. Wiesbaden. 1952. 5. 75-77; Tsirkin Ju 8. The south of Spain in the Civil War of 46-45 B. C.
AEArq., V. 54. 1981, p. 97.

18. VittingholT, E. Op. cit., 5. 53; Utchenko, 5. L. Op. cit., p. 220.
19. Galsterer, H. Op. cit., 5. 19.
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Secondly,it should be borne in mmd tha¡ ¡he majority of ¡he Caesa-
rían colonies(even if we believea considerablenumberof them ¡o be ve-
teransettlements)weresituatedin ¡he Middle andLowerBaetisvalley, i.e.
in thepanof Spaintha¡ was by thattime alreadywholly or almostwholly
Romanizedso that the role of Caesarsveteransin the Romanizationof
¡his zoneof thePeninsulais scarcelyworth speaking.

The foundationof colonieswent on well after Caesarsdeath.For ms-
¡ance,in 35-3413. C. proconsulC. NorbanusFlaccusfoundedNorbaCae-
sarina in ¡he Westof Spain20 As he wasveryactive in his struggleagainst
the Lusitaniansandevenwon a ¡riumph for his victories we may with
confidencemaintain ¡bat he foundedthis town for the good of bis vete-
rans. Veteranswere ¡he mostlikely inhabitantsof ¡he colonyCaelsafoun-
dedby Lepidusandoflicially entitíed Victrix lulia Lepida (however,later
«Lepida»was removedfrom theci¡y’s name)28.The cognomen«Victrix»
seemsto testify to a military natureof the settlement.

Augustusdid ¡he sameat the dawn of bis rule. Of alí the ¡owns he
foundedin Spain two were undoubtedlymilitary colonies: Emerita Au-
gustafor the veteransof they andX IegionsandCaesaraugustafor ¡he
formerservicemenof the lv Macedonian,¡he VI Victrix andthe X Gemi-
na legions22 TheseIegionshad actively participatedin the warsof tbe
twentiesof ¡he firs¡ cen¡uryE. C. which resultedin ¡he completesubjuga-
tion of Spain.Evidently it wasAugustus¡bat sometime previouslyhaddedu-
cedthe colonyof Acci for ¡he veteransof tbe 1 andII legions2i.Thus we
see that thesecolonieswerepopulatedby the formersoldiersof ¡he mili-
tary detachmentsin mass.It entirelycorrespondsto what Tacitus (Aun.
XIV. 27) telís us abou¡how veterancolonieswerededuced:wholelegions
completewith ¡heir centurionsandtribunes....when each andeverysol-
dier togetherwith his feííow-servicemenformeda community.

Tacituscontrasts¡bis procedureto tha¡ of ¡he later periodwhenthe re-
tired soldiersjust dispercedalí over ¡he provincesor foot-soldiersfrom
differentmaniplessettledtogetherwithou¡authorizedleaders.This practi-
ce was in alí probability theconsequenceof ¡he reformsof Augustuswho
replaced¡he deductionof coloniesby paymentof a certainsum of money

20. Catlejo Serrano, C. La arqueología de Norba Caesarina. AEArq. y. 41,1968, p. 121; GalsIe-
rer 1-1. Op. cit., 5. 23-24; Roldán Hervás, 1 M. Hispania..., p. 178.

21. Galsterer fi. Op. cit., 5. 24-25.
22. Ibid., 5. 23, 27; Roldán Hervás. J. M. Hispania.... p. 181-182.
23. Galsterer H. Op. ch, 5. 69 (N. 1.): Roldán Hervás. J. M. Hispania p. 181-182. There is a

supposition that veterans settled down in Corduba too: Knapp, R. C. Op. cit., p. 29. The hypothe-
sis is supported by the fact that the cojas struck in ¡his ci¡y between 18 B. C. and 2 A. D. bear the
representation of two standards and of the legions eagle. Buí al the same time Knapp remarks
¡ha¡ ihe connection berween tite ¡ype of the coja and a veteran setílemení is nol absolutely certain
but very plausible.
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that a veterancould disposeof as he saw Ii¡24. A¡ any rate, thereare no
more new coloniesfoundedin Spain af¡erAugustuswhereasthe ¡itie of a
colony began¡o be conferredon a ¡own wi¡hout deducingany colonist
there.Sometimes.however,newcomersfrom amongtheve¡eranscould in-
crease¡he existingnumbersof ¡he colonistin a town. For instance.O¡ho
performedano¡herdeductionof ve¡eransto EmericaAugustaandHispa-
lis (Tac. hist. 1. 78, 1) and at sometime unknown to us a considerable
groupof veteranscarneto settledown in Valentiaandformedtherethese-
condordo of ¡he ci¡izens’communi¡y25.Yet alí thesewerenothingbut ex-
cep¡ions.In the main exservicementook their choiceof place¡o uveand
formed no unitedcommunities.

The dischargedwarriors,at leas¡smanyof them.preferrednowto se¡¡-
le in ¡he locality of ¡heir former servíce.This tendencywas particularly
manifestin thoselegions¡ha¡werestationedfor long spellsof time in one
andthe sameplace.Such was the situationin Spain.especiallyafter ¡he
year70 A. D. Previouslyseverallegionswerequarteredhererelieving now
andagainoneanother.

Mter the year 70 A. D. Spain hadonly one legion —¡he VII Gemina
stationedin the Wes¡ of Tarraconensis.Gradually more and more local
ladsbecamelegionariesof ¡heirownvolition so that therewas no needfor
them to leave Spain26.In ¡he «Corpusof Military Inscriptions»of Spain
compiled by J. M. Roldán Hervás27thereare 75 inscriptionsof soldiers
(includingcenturions)of the legionsquarteredthereon thePeninsulaun-
til 70 A. D. Amongtheseinscriptionsthereare66 tombstoneepi¡aphs.34
of them arediscoveredin Spain.In otherwords,theve¡erans(who were in
¡he majori¡y) stayedon in Spain anddied there.The figures for the wa-
rriors andveteransof the VIL Geminalegionseemmoreconspicuous:147
inscrip¡ions.103 of theseareepitaphs.85 of them,i.e. over80 per cent,are
found in Spain.

Rut le¡ us examinethe geographicaldistribution of epigraphicalevi-
dence.Prior to ¡he year70 A. D. epitaphsof thesoldiersandveteranswere
scatteredup anddown Spainwhereasaf¡er70 A. D. a substantialquantity
of ¡hem was found in Tarraco: 51 out of 85 tombstoneinscriptionsof the
veteransandsoldiersof theVII legion(viz. 60 percent)weredisclosed¡he-
re. Other towns,Legio VII amongthem,lag far behindTarracoin this res-
pect.This is no¡ ¡o beexplainedby sheerfortuity of epigraphicfinds.Rat-
herextensivedigswere andstill arecarriedout in modemLeonandMeri-

24. Utchenko, 5. L. Op. cit., p. 185. Comp.: Ma~kin N.A. The Principate of Augusnhs. M. 1949,
p. SIl (in Russian).

25. Galsterer H. Op. cit., 5. 12, 13.
26. Roldán Hervás, J. M. Hispania...,p. 179-188.238-258
27. Ibid., p. 361-505 (abbrew. CIM, 1-386).
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da; the town of Munigua in Baeticahasalsobeenthroughlyexcavatedbt
in no otherplacesomanyveterans’mnscriptionsaretoo be undugas in Ta-
rraco.This town in generala¡¡racteddivergepeoplefrom ah par¡sof Spain
sometimeseven from faraway regions~. Vereransalso willingly settled
¡here—descendantsfrom Spain.from otherprovincesandevenfrom Italy
properalike. For instance,we f¡nd in Tarracoin ¡he first cen¡uryC. lulius
ReburrusoftheSpanishtown of SegisanaBrasaca(CIM, 584) andanIta-
lic L. ValeriusSecundus(CIM. 583).

TheTarracoof laterperiodslikewisewitnessed¡he presenceof the reti-
red warriorsof the VII GemineLegion,the nativesof NemausandNarbo
in NarbonensisGallia, of Mevania in I¡aly or of SiccaVeneriamu Mrica
(CIM, 598. 604, 602, 643). Even the Spaniardswho servedin ¡his legion
alsooften favouredstaying in Tarracooverreturning to their nativepla-
ces,seethe exampleof acertainCn. PompeiusFructusof Tole¡um(dM,
597) or Cn. Fulvius Capratinusof Italica (CIM. 659).

Unreliableand relative as any figures concerningan¡iquity may be,
theystill leaveusmargin ¡o drawsomeconclusions.Firstand foremostis
should be pointed ou¡ that the majority of retired soidiers,even though
stayingon in the provinceof their military service.preferredto leave the
direc¡ premisesof thecampor eveni¡s vicinage.Theymostlyopted¡o go
to Tarraco and. to a lesser degree,to some other towns in Easternand
Sou¡hemSpain.Thechoiceof the veteransis easyto understand:after a
tediousandarduousservicetheysoughtsomehavento relaxin —a fairly
affluent quie¡andcomfortableplace¡ir for easylife. Suchplacesweretho-
roughly Romanizedtowns,especiallyTarraco,¡he capital of the province
of thesamename,an importanteconomicandparticularlytradingcentre.
Hencethe secondconclusión:theveteranshadto makeno efforts,howe-
ver spontaneous,to Romanizetheseterritories.Theyweresmoothlyengul-
fed by an alreadyestablishedsocio-economic,political andculturalstruc-
ture, not dis¡inct from the Italic one.

Of special in¡erestfor historicalscienceare ¡boseSpaniardswho joi-
nedthe Romanarmyandafterleavingit becamemajoragentsof Roma-
nization. Indeed.we often comeacrossreferencesto Spaniardswho ser-
ved in theRomanarmy not only in legions,includingthe VII GeminaLe-
gion which has beenconsideredaboye,but also in auxiliary garrísons.
They took pad in ¡he Civil Warsof the endof ¡he Repubhictoo. For ms-
tance,¡he Celtiberiansfought in Carbo’sarmy agamnstSulla in Italy. Ac-

28. Blázquez. J. M. La economía de la Hispania Romana. HE, t. II, 1, p. 466 and maps (f¡g.
272). P. Le Roux believes the considerable contingent of the VII Ocarina Legion present in Tarra-
co tobe the veceregent’s statY and the city itself to be the legions administrative centre: Le Roux
P. A propos dun inscription de Tarragone: la cariere de cennirion Aurelius lustus. AEArq. y. 50-
51, 1977-1978, p. 83. This opinion can be prompted only by the numerous inscriptions of the le-
gions veterans unearthed in Tarraco, but the explanation of ¡bis Fact it to be sought elsewhere.
The legion headquarters mus¡ have been. afler alí. in its camp.
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cordingto Appianus(bel.civ., 1, 89). 270 soldiersdesertedto Sullaand¡he
rest were killed by Carbo; consequently,¡heir total numberwas much
greater.Therewere Spanishcohortsin Caesarsguard (App. bel. civ. II,
108). SextusPompeiushadSpanishseamenin Sicily (App. bel. civ. IV, 85).
Iberianand Lusitanianhorsernenfought in ¡he ranksof thearmyof Bru-
tus andCassius(App. bel. civ. IV, 88).

Rut we do not know on what termsand for how long ¡hosesoldiers
fough¡ a long way from homefor thecauseof their commanders,what re-
wardstheyrecievedfor ¡he servicesrendered.Thereis only onedirect evi-
denceat our disposal:¡he riders of the SpanishSalluvian¡urm were re-
wardedwith Romancitizenshipfor their valour duringthe Social Warby
Cn. PompeiusStrabo(ILS, 8888).Thatwasa rewardpreciselyin returnbr
their valour andcourage,though.not for their serviceas such.Therefore
we do no¡ deemit wise¡o supposethatsuchwas the lot of alí or at leastof
many Spanishsoldiersin the Romanarmy. As is generallyknown, civie
policieswere amighty meansin the handsof Rome’s captainsandpoliti-
cíans. Sertoriusalso seemsto haveresorted¡o ¡his instrumen¡more ¡han
once. The very fact tha¡ in Spain ¡here were people Sertoriusby name
(CIL II, 254. 3744, 3786 andothers) proves tha¡ Rome’s authoritiesack-
nowledgedRomancitizenshipgrantedto ¡heir forefathersby this insur-
gentgeneral.Even more peoplewere called CaeciliusandPompeius.No
doubt,someof their ancestorshadfoughtunder¡hestandardsof thesemi-
li¡ary leaders.On no account,however,was ¡he grantingof Romanciti-
zenshipan ordinary practice.

The situation changedunderthe Empire. During this period soldiers
of variousalaeandcohortsbeganto normally recieveon retirementRo-
mancitizenship(if they hadnonebefore) and in casethey set¡leddown
on land ¡hey turned municipal landowners.In Spain ¡here were a great
many auxiliar mili¡ary unitsof this kind: we know abou¡twentycavalry
alaeaudovereighty infrantrycohorts~.Althoughnot ah of ¡hemweresi-
multaneouslyunder¡he standardsyet it is not ¡oo much¡o saythatno less
¡hanfffty thousandSpaniardsmanneda¡onetimethosealaeandcohorts.
11 ¡heyhadcomebackpeopleof a newtypetheymight indeedhavecons-
tituted a powerful force. Hut did theycomebackat alí?

Le¡ usagainstudythe statisticdata.By ¡he mid-seventiesof ¡he twen-
tieth centul-ytherecameto ligh¡ líO inscriptionsof soldiersof theSpanish
alaeof ¡he f¡rst-to ¡he third centuries,4 of them were found in Spain,out
of 317 inscriptionsof infantrymenof SpanishcohortsII inscriptionscome
from Spain, out of 12 inscriptions of Spaniardswho fought in non-
Spanishregimen¡stwo werefound in Spain.Thus we may infer that ¡he
overwhelmingmajorityof Spanishsoldierswho servedin ¡hoseunits and
qualitiedfor a re¡irements¡ayedon in ¡he placesof the serviceso¡hat they

29. RoldAn HerAs, J. M. Hispania.... p. 65-158.
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could not spreadanyelementsof antiquesocietyof Romeover ¡he Penin-
sula. It goeswithout sayingthat sorneex-servicemendid comebackhome
as, for example,did a certairTonciusof lgeditanorummunicipium who
wasburied in his nativeplace(CIM, 391) but thosewere just exceptions.

A different lot befelí ¡he soldiersof thoseauxiíiary de¡achmentsthat
ware quarteredin Spainproper.We knowby now six alaeof ¡his typeanó
sevenor eight cohorts,i.e. abou¡ 8.500soldiersalí in ah. They left behind
66 inscrip¡ions,58 of them —in Spain.True, ¡hosearein tbe main dedica-
tory or honoraryinscrip¡ionsthatbearwitnessto ¡he presenceof soldiers
of a particularunit in ¡his or thattown.but theyspellno¡hingabou¡whet-
her theywent on living on retiremen¡in Spain.Thereare severaltombsto-
ne inscription too. Besides,it standsto reasonthatdischargedsoldiersof
o¡herunits sta¡ionedin Spainalsoset¡leddown ¡o uvein thiscoun¡rynear
¡heir formercamps.very muchí in ¡he way theSpanishveteransdid. And
yet theywere nottoo numerousand,beingaliens,theycould not exertany
tangible influenceon the local residents3O~ Moreover, theyalsomovedaf-
tertheir serviceto ¡he moreprosperous¡ownsof ¡he Eas¡andSouthof ¡he
Iberian Peninsula.

Einally we mustconsideronemoreissueof greatconsequence.In his-
tonca]sciencethereis an opinionwhichA. Balil hadexpressedwith parti-
cularcleamessthat ¡he ve¡eransformed a city’s oligarchy31. In order ¡o
prove anddisproveit, let us againstudy¡he epigraphicdata.The second
volumen of the «Corpus InscriptionumLatinarum»containssome 180
inscrip¡ionswi¡h references¡o duumvirsor less of¡en qua¡¡uorvirs,and
only twelve of them, i.e. slightly over 7 per cent, previouslyservedin the
army.Thereweredischargedsoldierswhoheidothertown offíces(for ms-
tance.¡hoseof an aedileanddecurion)or provincial offlcies (more often
¡han not, ¡ha¡of a flamen of a province). From his volume we cometo
knowaboutfifty peopleof ¡bis sort.This is a fairly largenumber.Rutwhat
abouttheir military careeflCanwe regardthem asreal. genuineveterans?

Out of the fifty ex-servicemen,who heldthis or thaturban or provin-
cial office, ¡hereweretwo private soldiers(oneduumvir andoneservir of
youngmen). five centurions(four wereduumvirsandonedecurion)(CIL.
II. 115. 1404,1681.5438,4463.4514,2853).It is not in theleastsurprisingif
we bearin mmd ¡he strata from both the legionandauxiliary units were
manned.The overwhelmingmajority of theseofficials, though,werepre-
viouslyeither tribunesof legionsor praefectsof cohortsor praefectsof ar-

30. AlfóIdy, O. Op. cit., 5. 402-403.
31. Balil A. Riqueza y sociedad en la España Romana. «Hispania”. T. 25. 1965. p. 355. P. Le

Roux holds that Spanish soldiers were recruited from comparatively high strata of ¡he Spanish
society: Le Roux P. Provincialisation..,. p. 305-306. It would no doubt have made it elsier for the
ve¡erans to join the city oligarchy. O. Alfóldy has proved. however. ¡hat the situation was rather
opposite: soldiers came, most likely, from the lower layers of the indigenous population.
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tisans.in otherwords, theybelongedaiready¡o ¡he highes¡estatesof the
Empire32 For manyof themtheirmilitary servicewasbu¡oneepisodeof a
generalcareer. Surely. they may be hardly regardedas veteransin the
usual senseof the word. Besides.many of them occupiedthe office of a
flamenof ¡he province—antonorary ra¡herthan actualoffice.

Summingup. we have this to say. AI¡hough thereis no denying ¡he
role ¡he veteransplayed in ¡he Romanizacionof Spain,the historiansof
today¡end to overestimateit. Perhaps,only ¡he period from 45 B. C. ¡o 13
13. C. sawa considerableinflux of veteransto Spain.A¡ o¡her times there
werenot so manyveteransand,what is more, theyprima¡-ily settleddown
in the aireadydeeply Romanizedzone.They increasedthe Romanele-
ment in ¡he provincebut could not play a decisiverole in its formation or
operation.They did not belong,as a míe. to ¡he urban élite either.

The majoragentsof ¡he Romanizationof the IberianPeninsulaare¡o
be soughtin otherlayersof the Italian population.

32. Maíkin, N.A. Op. cit., p. 509-510.




