
The crisis ofantiquesocietyiii Spain
in ihe third century

Ju. B. TSIRIU’¿

J. Arce recentlyallegedthat the third centuryin Spain has never been
extensively studied’. For alí its categorical exaggerationthis allegation
containsa grain of truth though — the problem of the crisis of antique
society in the third centuryin generaland on the territory of the Spanish
provincesin particularis so far from beingexhaustedto date. Theimportant
aspectof the problemwhich hasnot yet receivedits duescholasticattention
is the interdependenceand interconnectionof the crisis with the degreeof
Romanizationin various regions of the ~ountry. In our opinion, such
approachto the subjectcould further our comprehensionof both the crisis
properand, aboyealí, its aftermath.

Fromthe view-pointof her RomanizationSpainby the endof the second
centuryfelí into threezones.Thefirst zonecomprisingSouthandEastSpain,
Le. Baeticaandthe Mediterraneanpartsof Tarraconensis,maybe saidto be
completelyRomanized.We must emphasizethe fact that heretherewere a
greatmanytowns of Romanor Latin law. They weresimilar to a polis and
governedin the Republicanfashion. H. Galstererbelievesthat Spain liad at
the time 184 cities of this type; 90 cities were situatedin Baeticaand 35 in
Tarraconensis.In otherwords, thiszonecould boastno lessthan 125 cities or
about70% of their total amountin Spain2.The townswerepopulatedby the
Italie immigrants, veteransand indigenes; their descendantseventually
mergedand the towns’ residentswere divided not accordingto ethnicbut
social entena.Some settlers possessedno citizenship of those tow~is but

1 J. Arce, «El Edictum de pretiisy la DiocesisHispaniarum».Hispania, t. 39, 1979, p. 6,
nota 1.

2 II. Galsterer, Untersuchungen zum ró,níschenStiidtewesenauf der fberischenHalbinsel.
Berlin, 1971,passim.
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gradually theybeganto obtain moreandmorecity rights which madethem
to a certainextentequalto local citizens3.

The social basis of this typeof a city was petty andmiddle property. Its
broad spreadin the sphereof crafts is aptly attestedby the concentrationof
numerousworkshops producing the same items such as, for instance,
amphoraeto keep oil, wine or garum in; in the fleld of commerceit is
evidencedby aconsiderablenumberof maritime traders(navicularii) who
tock Spanishproductsto Italy and theWesternprovinces;in agriculturethe
so-calledformula.ofBonansa(CIL II, 5042)confirms the existenceof a small
estatewhich was not evenpart of a pagusbut’ of its subdivision— ager.
Resides,the digs in the Mediterraneanpart of Spain and the vestigesof
centurationin Baeticaalso bearwitnessonly to the existenceof smalland
middle estatesof 30-50hectares,or 120-200iugera4.

Needlessto say, rich peoplealso lived in the first zoneandtheyaremore
than once mentioned in inscriptions and amphoraemarks5. Those rich
ownerswhose wealth was basedon land property must haveliad several
estates6.The fact that in amphoraestampseachestatewasmarkedseparately
testifies to their rétaining at least some economicautonomy. Such estates
could havebeenscatteredin differentplaces7andeveninditTerentprovinces.
To corroboratethe suppositionwe have at our di~posal the referencesto
peoplewhowerecitizensof several~townsat a time andwhmsometimeseven
occupiedtherehigh off¡ces (for example,CIL II, l2O0~.2026,4267). AIIthis
presupposestheir having somekind of property in thosecities:

Along with the property of the citizens of municipia andcoloniesthis
zone hadother types of property, too: First of alí, this was the senators’
propertywhich was beyondthejurisdiction of cities but not.beyondthat of
the province’sauthorities.During the periodof the Early Empireah Spanish
senators,as a rule, came from South and~East Spain8. Exempt from the
control of not only cities, but also their governorswas the emperor’s
property.Judgingby the fact that imperialprocuratorshavebeenrecordedin
Baetica(see;for instance;CIL II, 1970),Ánthisprovinceof the senatorsthere
existedthe emperor’spropertywhich mainly consistedof the pits but even

R. RodriguezNeila, «La terminología-aplicadá a. los sectoresde población en la vida
municipalde la Hispaniaromana”. Memoriasdehistoria antigua. ¡-1977, p. 109.

4 E. Thouvenot,Essai sur province romain de Rétique. Paris, 1940, p. 248; M. Tarradelí,
«Poblacióny propiedadrural en el este peninsular. Acta del II congresoespaifo/ de estudios
clásicos.T. 2. Madrid, 1968, p. 165-167;J. EstradoyL. Villaronga, «La “Lauro” monetaly el
hallazgodeCánoves’>.Ampurias. T. 29, 1967,p. 149-163;M. Cameras,«Dereagrícolahispano-
romanatarraconense».Bo/etín arqueológico.An. LII, 1952, p. 26-28; J. M, Blázquez,«¿Gran.
latifundia o pequeñapropiedaden la Bética (Hispania),en épocaimperial?>’. Misce/lanea in
onore di Eugenio Manní. Roma, 1979, p. 245-255.

5 L. A. Curchin, «PersonalWealth in RomanSpain». historia, 1983, Bd. 32, p. 277-284.
6 Comp.: CIL II, 4322; M. H. Callender,Romanamphorae. London, ¡965, N.0 160, 581,

1454, 1506 a-o.
Ibid., N.0 1792; CIL II, 1200, 2026, 4267.

¡ R. Etienne,«Les sénateursespagnolssons Trajan et Hadrien,>. Les empereursromains
dEspagne.Paris, 1965, p. 55-85.
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thosewere, in alí likelihood, grantedon leaseby small strips(CIL II, 5181;

And yet, for alí non-urbansocial structures,the basiccdl of society in
SouthandEastSpainwas the city of the antiquetype.The native structures
practicallyvanishedin the Southby the end of the Republicandin the East
— in the first-secondcenturies.

Economically this zonewas fairly well developedand closely connected
with the economyof the Empire, especiallyits western part. From here
streamedto Rome,Italy andWesternprovincessilver, lead,copper,mercury,
sometimesalsogold and,besides,agriculturalproducts,namely,wine, wheat,
andespeciallyolive oil andgarum;theseproductsweremostlycultivatedand
producedin the petty andmiddle estateswe havejust considered.

In the courseof the Early Empirethis zonewitnessedavirtually complete
disappearanceof alí vernacularand local religion, and the last vestigesof
Iberian culture got inhibited- Latin becamea languageof both official and
everyday communication and the Roman religion struck root. Towns
acquiredacommonRomano-provinciallook— what with fora, theatres,
porticoes, temples,etc.~

In a way, south andeasternregions of the Iberian Peninsulamay be
regardedas an overseasextensionof Italy.

The secondzonewas tlie most spacious,it embracedthe central,western
andnorth-westernpartsof Tarraconensis(including the Balearicislands)and
the whole of Lusitania.This zoneis remarkablefor the coexistenceof two
worlds — Romanand native. The former was representedby the Roman
legionsandtheir camps,by the townsof Romanor Latin citizens (who were
by far lessnumerousherethat in the first zone) and by the Romancitizens’
communitieswithin nativetowns, by rural estatesof the municipal landow-
ners, Roman and Romanized traders, financiers, leaseholders,Roman
administratorsandpriests,alí-Empire cultsandthe emperor’sproperty,píts
included.The indigenousworld was madeup of the native peoplewho still
preservedtheir way of life. Here still persisted tribal communities, local
religiouspracticesand, perhaps,evennative tonguescontinuedto be spoken.
Tbis world no doubt, interactedwith the Roman one. Roman influence
acceleratedandenconragedalí socio-economicprocessesin thenativesociety
which in accordancewith the degree of its developmenton the eve of
Romanizationhadbeenevolving as classsociety.Tribal communitieswere
growing into territorial ones (vici and castella)tI. From ancient society
«brokeaway» on the onehandrepresentativesof the nobility who belonged

9 This stateof affairs hasbeenevidencedby the Vipascapit in Lusitania,but it probably
holdsgoedof the emperor’sminesaswell.

¡O J. M. Blázquez,«Laeconomíadela HispaniaRomana’>.Historia deEspaña.T. II, vol. 1.
Madrid, 1982, p. 365-496;J. M. Blázquez, J. Mangas,La religión. Ibid., vol. 2, p. 261-369;A.
Blanco Freijeiro, Arquitectura. Ibid.. vol. 2, p. 579-630.

¡¡ This is the subject-matterof anotherarticle by dic author: Tsirkin Ju. B. Rural
comniunities in Ronian Spain. The problems of social-politic organization and ideology of
Antique society. Leningrad, 1984, p. 154-173(in Russian).
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to the province’sélite and on the other, someindividuals from the lower
stratawho becamecraftsmenin towns, minersin pits andsometimeseven
síaves12 The processof transformationof the indigenoussociety, however,
liad not beencompletedin this zoneby the close of the secondcentury.A
town of the antiquetype, a salient feature of the Romanworld had never
becomea basiccelí of its social life by that time.

Re role theseregionsplayed in the imperial economywas by far less
significant thanthat of southernandeastemarcas.For instance,the vessels
madein this zonesold ratherwell athomebut theycould hardly commanda
readymarketanywhereoutsideSpain,exceptMauretaniaTingitanaandthe
Rhinevalley’3. In greaterdemandwerehorsesfrom Asturia, as we aretold
by Silius Italicus (XVI, 348-353),Pliny (VIII, 166) andMartial (XIV, 199).
Re key item of the Spanishexpoft from thesepartswere metals, aboyealí
gold from north-west.

Finally, we must also single out the third zone, i.e. the mountainous
regionsof North Spain.The processof Romanizationmustneverhaveeven
startedhere.The Asturesof the highlands,CantabriandespeciallyVascones
liad still enjoyed life in tribal society. Moreover, the tribal society of the
Vasconesdisplayedat that time no signs of disintegrationyet. Re Roman
world was foreign to this district. We haveno confidencethat thesepartsof
Spain had everbeenunder Rome’s political control ¡4,

Leaving the non-Romanizedzonealonelet usnow examinethe effect the
crisisaudits consequenceshadon the Romanizedandless-Romanizedzones;
what standswere takenby each of the two in the eventsassociatedwith the
crisis?

Ihe earliestsymptomsof the impendingcrisiswere first registered in the
secondhalf of the secondcentury.Rey wereas follows: a) the reductionin
oíl and metal exports from the South and East of the Peninsulaand in
objects-of-artimportsfrom Italy; b) the appearanceof magnificentcountry
villas in the vicinity of towns andvirtually entire discontinuationof new
constructionsin towns; c) the curtailment of private charity offered by
wealthyurbandwellersandthe implementationof ah requiredmeasures(the
erectingof dedicatorystatuesto emperorsamongthem)by the communities.
Politically the crisis was heraldedby the onslaughtof the Mauri on Baetica
(SHA, Marc. 21, 1; CIL II, 1120, 2025) andof Matemus’bandson North
Tarraconensis(Herod.1, 10,2), by someunrestin Lusitaniaof which nothing
is known apartfrom a sheerstatementof the fact (SHA, Marc. 22, 11)15.

¡2 This processin dic North-Westand Northof Tarraconensisis describedby the authorin
¡xis article: SpanishCelts and their Romanization.Ce/ls and Ce/tic Tongues.Moscow, 1974, p.
22-30 (in rus.).

‘3 J. M. Blázquez,La economía...,p. 409, 454.
‘4 A. Barbero,M. Vigil, Sobrelos orígenesde/aReconquista.Barcelona,1974, p. 13-14, 145-

185; J. M. IglesiasGil, «Estructurasocial,poblamíentoy etnogeniadeCantabria.Memoriasde
historia antigua, 1-1977,p. 179-189.

~ J. Arce, «Inestabilidadpolitica en Hispaniaduranteel siglo u d.C. AEArq, t. 54, 1981, p.
110-113.
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The first signsof the on-comingcrisis set in primarily in the Romanized
zone.Thedissimilaritiesbetweenthe two zonesof Spain broughtforth alsoa
different operation in them of the crisis usheredin by the events of the
ninetiesof the secondcentury.

In the civil war raging at the time tlie Tarraconensislegate L. Novius
Rufuswho musthavebeendelegatedthereby Commodusor Pertinax~6took
the side of ClodiusAlbinus and thereforehe was later executed(SHA, Sev.
13, 7). The only largemilitary unit of Spain — the VII legion Gemina, —

though,did not supportthe legateandadoptedthe pro-Severianposition,for
which act the legion was afterwardsrewardedwith the honorarycognomen
«Pia»~ In the inseription mention is made of a certain Qu. Mamilius
Capitalinus,a legate (evidently, a juridical one’8) of Asturia andGallaecia
who at the sametime was general(dux) of the VII legion (CIL II, 2634).G.
Alféldy holdsthat Capitalinuswas compelledto undertakethe commandof
the legion which wasexemptfrom hisauthorityby extraordinarycircumstan-
ces when the lawful general had chosen to back Albinus and had been
removed from office by the army19.Why did the soldiersof the VII legion
favourSeptimiusSeverusso firmly andresolutelyas to dareto risk to violate
militarydiscipline?The answer,we believe,lies in the recentlyestablishedfact
that the legion by then liad beenprimarily recruitedamongthe middle strata
of the populace,the nativesof the centralandnorth westernconventaof
Tarraconensis,andnot necessarilyamongthe residentsof privilegedcommu-
nitiesat that20. Soldiersandcivilians wereboundby manifoldbondsand the
popular sentimentsconditioned and shaped those of legionaries. These
conventabelongedto the zonenot yet wholly Romanized.Obviously in the
civil war of A.D. 195-197this zonesidedwith SeptimiusSeverus.

Re situationin the Romanizedzonewas thevery opposite.HereAlbinus
was supportednot only by the Tarraconensislegatebut alsoby senatorswho
were natives of theseregions,and so later they were also put to deathby
Severus(SHA, Sev. 13, 1-3). Trueenough,somesenatorsof Baeticaoptedto
take the sideof Severus,as,for examples.P. CorneliusArnullinus of Iliberris
who managedto make under this emperora spectacularcareer(CIL II,
5506). And yet on the whole the provincestood in opposition to Severus
which is evidencedby the downfall of manyrespectablefamiliesof Baetica—

out of the twenty families of senatorsrecordedin the provincein the second
century(someof them liad played a prominent role well back during tlie
Republie)only six survivedin thefirst half of the third century.The historical
scene was desertedby the Acilii, Aelii, Aemilii. Baebii, Dasumii, Helvii,

~ G. Alfóldy, «SeptimiusSeverusund Senat’>. SomierJahrbi¿cher. Bd. 168, 1968, s. 120.
¡7 J. M. Roldán Hervás. Hispaniay e/Ejército Romano.Salamanca,1974, p. 204.
‘~ Alfóldy O. Op. ci!., 5. 125.
¡9 Ibid., 5. 125 und Bern. 73.
20 J~ M. RoldanHervas,Op. cít., p. 249-250,257-258.Comp.,P. Le Roux«Provincialisation

et recrutementmilitaire dansle NO. hispaniqueau Haut-Empireromain».Gerion, 3, 1985, p.
285-307.
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Manilii, Portii, Valerii andothers21.The senatorsof SouthandEastSpainin
their majority stoodin favour of Albinus.

Andwhat was theposition of thosetowns that playedin this zonea major
part?The answerto the questionmay be soughtin the dedicatoryinscription
in honour of Ti- ClaudiusCandiduscommissionedby Severusto Hispania
Citerir (i.e. Tarraconensis)in the capacity of a legate andgeneralwho, as
runs the inscription, hadcombatedthe Spanishinsurgents,the foes of the
Romanpeopleby land andsea (CIL II, 4114)22.

But who in Spaincould withstandSeverusafter Albinus’ death,the more
soas the only legion liad from the very outsetsidedwith the latter?Whowere
the alleged«Spanishinsurgents»?We well know that besidestheVII legion in
the Peninsulatherewere alsoauxiliary troops,namely, four cohortsandan
ala — the II Flavia ala of the Spaniards-Romancitizens.An inseriptionhas
comedownto us to the effect that in A.D- 197 the alahaderectedat its own
costa new statueto adeity of the invincible AugustSeptimiusSeverus(A.é.,
1967, 237). A. García y Bellido who hasstudiedthis inscription maintains
that the ala at first had taken the side of Albinus and destroyedSeverus’
statuebut thenin orderto expiatetheguilt of their disloyalty the soldiershad
at their own expenseerecteda new statue trying as it were to dissociate
themselvesfrom those of the usurper’sadherentswho demolishedthe oíd
monument2.3.This interpretationof the historical facts looksquite logical.
The very title of theala is worth considering.It emphasizesthat in contrastto
otherauxiliary regimentsthe alahadbeenrecruitedexclusivelyfrom Roman
citizens;but theywererathermeagrein the North-Westof the countrywhere
the alawas stationed,that is why it seemsnot at ah improbablethat the ala
soldierswerepredominantlythe nativesof the moreRomanizedarcas,which
could not but telí on its standin the Civil War.

However it silí be wrong to assertthat the ala fought againstCandidus
becausethe inscriptionbearsan exactanddefinite date— A.D. 197 whereas
the new legateandgeneral is known to havecometo the Peninsulain the
year 198. This enablesus to supposethat the II Flavia ala of the Spaniards-
Romancitizenshadconfinedits operationsto a passiveactof destroyingthe
statuewithout actively participating in tbe war, the more so as it was
stationedtogetherwith a subdivisionof the VII legion. When word about
Severus’victory reachedthem,though, the soldiersanxiousto atonefor their
«sinful deeds»promptlyexpressedtheir profoundreverenceto the victor.

And yet, therewere in spain some«foes of the Romanpeople»at the
time. Thosewere indubitablyadvocatesof Albinus who was declaredenemy

2! C. Castilto, «Observacionessobrela continuidadprosopográficade la Bética en el Bajo
Imperio”. Actosde/III congresoespañolde estudiosclñsicos.Madrid, 1968, t. II, p. 122; eadem.
Stádteund Personender Baetica. ANRW> T. II, Bd. 3, 5. 649.

22 On . the dateof Candidus’ legateship see: J. Fitz, «Réllexions sur la carriére de Tib.
ClaudiusCandidus,,.Latonius, t. XXV, 1966, p. 845-846.

23 A. Garcíay Bellido, «Nuevosdocumentosmilitares de HispaniaRomana,,.AEArq, vol.
39, 1966, p. 30-31.
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and outlaw (SHA, Sev. 10, 2), but as we havejust shown they were not
soldiersof theregularregiments.Apart from regulartroopsthe provincesare
knownto haveowned irregularcohortstoo, recruited in casesof emergency;
theywereactuallyprovincial or town militia. Theexistenceof similar armed
forces hasbeenregisteredin Spain as well. Someof thoseregimentswere
specificallymeantto guardthe Mediterraneanshore.J. M. RoldánHervásin
his researchproves them to be precisely local militia forces24.Under the
circumstancesreigningin thecountryafterthe battleof Lugdunumtheyseem
the only armedforce likely to havestagedresistanceto the new emperorand
his legate.Since the cohortswhosesole missionwas to safeguardthe littoral
had beyonddoubt liad some vesselsat their disposalwe deemit only too
naturalthat Candiduswas compelledto wagewar not only on landbut also
on sea.

This militia raisedby voluntary enlistmentof the citizensand settlersof
municipia andcoloniaeexpressedthe standof the SouthandEast Spanish
town. We couldcite anotherevidencefor thesecities’ hostility and animosity
againstSeverus— namely, confiscationsthe latter brought down upon their
inliabitants. The subjectwill be dwelt upon in greaterdetail later; now we
shallonly stressthat no matterhowconsistentSeverus’policiesmay seemto
havebeen,no matterhow logical andconsecutivelis measuresmayappear,
any and every single step of his had always been provoked by concrete
conditions.Had the municipal landownersnot «wronged»him the emperor
would never have confiscated their property. Apparently alí reprisalsand
sanctionsof Severuswerecausedby thecities’ positionor evenmorelikely by
their active operations.

Two importantconclusionsmay be inferredfrom the closeconsideration
of theseevents.First, we clearlyseethat thetwo zonesof Spainopposedeach
other bothsocially andpolitically. In BaeticaandEastTarraconensislike in
other partsof the Empire the towns must havestood by their provinces’
senatorssince as far as we can judge from the events and the attendant
repressionsof Severusthe senatorsandmunicipal aristocratsof Italy andthe
Westernprovincesacceptedin the main the anti-Severianposition25. The
greaterpart of the Peninsula,though,where local structuresstill held their
own and played a prominentrole adheredto the claimantupon the throne
who liad risenin oppositionto the senatearistocracyof the Romano-Italian
andRomanizedprovincial slave-owners.

Secondly, it is obvious that in the describedevents the cities of the
Romanizedzonecameout as a powerfuland rather independentforce and,
consequently,thecity despitealí symptomsof its crisis continuedto remaina
strongand importantelementof Spain’s socio-politicalstructure.

24 J, M. Roldán Hervás, Op. cit., p. 154-155,227-229.
25 On the compositionof te pro-Albinus party see: O. Altóldy, Op. cit., 5. 119-122. In

Gallia Albinus was supportedmostly in these regions where the municipal system and
senators’ownershípof Iand gainedground:W. Seyfarth,Rómísehe Geschichte.Berlin, 1975, Bd.
1, 5. 240.
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In the strife thatbroke out at the endof the secondcenturythe Roman
andRomanizedtownsof Spain sustaineda heavydefeatwhich maybe said
to havetriggeredof! the gearof a crisis.

The triumph of Severusbriught in its wakeconfiscationsandrepressions.
According to Herodianus(II, 8, 7) the emperor— due to his insatiable
avidity — murdered ruthlessly and cold-bloodedly eminent provincials
distinguishedfor their ancestryandwealth. It directly concernsSpain too
becausethe emperor(we are told by his biographer)put to deathagreat
numberof notableSpaniardsandGalli andwhenmostof the gold of Gallia,
Spainand Italy liad passedinto bis possesion(SHA, Sev. 12, 1-3) he left to
his children a greaterheritagethananyotherruler beforehim. A substantial
portion of confiscatedbelongingswent not into state treasury but into
private ownershipof the princepsand lis family. Small wonder that was
when a specialdepartmentwas set up to takecareof the emperor’sprivate
property (SHA, Sev. 12, 4).

TIc stampson Baeticaoil amphoraeand their inscriptionsindicatesome
radical changesin the structureof the province’sproperty at the time, which
cannotbe but connectedwith theactivitiesof Severus26.In theseinscriptions
first disappearedthe namesof private navicularii and instead came the
referencesto two, andthen to threeand finally againto one august,i.e. to
SeverusandCaracalla,thento Severus,CaracallaandGetaandlater only to
Caracalla27.This implies the emergenceof the imperial monopoly in the
tradein sovital acommodityas olive oil of Baeticaandthe term «imperial»
designatesin this contextnot the fisc but the emperorproper.TIe amphorae
stampssuggestthat into the hands of princepspassedboth a numberof
estatesandamphoraeworkshopsaffiliated to them as we1128-As is provenby
tíesestamps,thepropertyof somemunicipalaristocratswas simply usurped,
as was the casewith the estateof L. Servius Pollio who heldhigh postsin the
neighbouringtowns of CarmoandMunigua29.

TIe emperorsaccumulatedhuge riches but they also enriched their
hendlimentoo. Someestatesof Baeticachangedhandsat that time but those
were not the emperor’shands30.Evidentlypart of the propertystolen from
the Albinians was distributedamongthoseadvocatesof Severuswho had
servedhm handand foot during the civil War, perhaps,amongthe local
senators(for instance,Anullinus andLibo) as we1131.

AII thesemeasuresresultedin thedevelopmentin the mostadvancedzone

26 M. H. Callender,Op. ch., p. 22; J. RemesalRodriguez,«Reflejoseconómicosy socialesen
la producciónde ánforasoleariasbéticas».Producción y comercio deaceite en /a antiguedad.
Madrid, 1980,p. 151.

27 E. Rodríguez Almeida, «Novedadesde epigrafia anforaria del Monte Testaccio».
Recherchessur les ampitoresro,naines. Roma, 1972, p. 197-203; J. RemesalRodríguez,«La
economíaoleicola hética,,.AEArq, y. 50-51, 1977-1978,p. 93.

28 J. RemesalRodriguez,Reflejos...,p. 143-152.
29 Ibid., p. 143-144.
30 Ibid., p. 147.
3’ Comp.:A. Balil, «DeMarcoAurelio aConstantino,>.Hispania, y. 27, 1967, p. 267,n. 47.
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of Spainof a large-sealepropertyin land, first andforemostof theemperor’s
ownershipof land, to the utter detrimentof municipal landownership.This’
stateof affairs persistedevenwhenupon Caracalla’sdeathalí possessionsof
the Severi in Baeticapassedinto the statetreasury: the amphoraeof these
years bore the formula: «rationis fisci»32. It is essentialto note that when
under AlexanderSeverus’ permissionprivate trade in oil was authorized
anew33 only a handful of merchantscould afford to calitalize on it —

evidently the blow oncedeliveredby Severusturned out to be so crashing
that the urban landownersandmerchantswerenever able to recover.

Unfortunatelyno evidenceof the similar kind hascomedown to us from
Tarraconensisbut we may supposethat in its easternpart the development
followed very much the samecourse.Obviously the expressmission of Qu.
GediusRufus dubbed iii the inseription «censitorH (ispaniae)C(iterioris)»
(CIL II, 4121) was to settle in this province alí matters conceming the
confiscatedestates3-4.

Septimius Severusand Caracalla initiated also a number of purely
economicreforms which involved Spain too, such as the raising of customs
dutiesandindirect taxesandthe inflation of thecoin35. the latter musthave
resultedin higher cost of living and lower living standardsof the broad
masses,first of alt of urban population traditionallymore dependentupon
the market than the rural one. AII theseare but the manifest signs of the
economiccrisis in Spain too.

In the Romanizedzoneof Spain the economiecrisiswas raging supreme.
In the South-WestandSouth-Eastof thePeninsulathe productionin the pits
drastically dropped and sometimes ceasedaltogether.Also declined the
volume of oil export from Baetica. It was by no means causedby the
difficulties of exporting the waresto Italy on accountof the Civil War. The
reasonsareto be soughtelsewhere,as is eloquentlyshownby the excavation
~nOstia: as before many oil amphoraeof the period havebeenuncovered
therebut Spanishvesselsseemto havebeenincreasingly supersededby the
African onesuntil by the fifties of the third centurythe Spanishimport had
been finally andentirely oustedby that from Africa36. Likewise decreased
and, perhaps,even cameto an end the garum export from South Spain;
anyway amidst the shipwreck debris not a single garum amphorahasyet
beenfound (and no metal ingots either for that matter)37.

32 J~ M. Blázquez,«Laexportacióndelaceitehispanoenel Imperio romano».Producción....

p. 145.
33 Ibid.
34 A. MontenegroDuque,«Hispaniaduranteel Imperio». Historia de España. Madrid, 1982,

1. II, y. 1, p. 236.
35 R. Etienne,«Quadragesisna»ou «quinquagesimaHispaniarum»?RFA. t. LIII, 1951, p.

62-70; Balil, Op. cii., p. 269; A. Aymaret J. Autobyer, Romeet son enipire. Paris, ¡967, p. 468.
36 C. Panella, «Annotazioni in margine alíe siratigrafie delle Terme del Nuotatore.

Reciterches...,p. 93-103.
3’ R. PascualGuasch,«La evolución de las exportacionesbéticasduranteel Imperio>’.

Producción....p. 241.
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Both oil and garum were produced, in the main, by municipal land-
owners, so that the decline and even cessationof their expofl must be
interpretedas the symptomof a social crisis, the crisisof the SouthSpanish
city. Sometowns were affectedby the crisis more acutelythanothers.For
example,Munigua was implacably sinking into poverty, its territory was
shrinkingandits coinagewas diminishinguntil in the midcentury it expired
altogether’8.The majority of the towns, though,displayedno suchapparent
scarsof decay.City life went on much as usual; new structurewerebuilt in
many towns.True, thosewerechiefly emperors’statues,specifically thoseof
SeptimiusSeverus,andin the political climateof the period they should be
regardedas first and foremostattemptsto redeemthe «misconduct»during
the Civil War, as did the II Flavia ala in its time. It must be particularly
stressedthat thesemonumentswere mountedalmost exclusively by munici-
palcommunities(in contrastto theprivatepatronsof thecity élite as before).
Dedicationswerevery rarely madeby wealtly individuals at the time andin
the time of Gallienus they completelydisappeared39.On the other hand,
increasedthe numberof luxurious country-sidevillas in the vicinity of the
cities40.AII this speaksvolumesof the eclipseof the cities’ wealth, of the shift
of economicandpolitical hub to the rural arcas,of the indifferenceof rich
resídentsto the destinyof the cities.Virtually the solethingcities werestill in
powerto do was to erect obligatory statuesof emperors.

The debility of the municipia and coloniae was also manifest in the
institutionof curatorsappointedby emperorsto thakecareon behalfof the
governmentof thecities’ welfare. TIc first curatorsbeganto appearas early
as the time of Marcus Aurelius (CIL II, 1180) but the practtce became
especiallywidespreadsince the reign of SeptimiusSeverus41-

TIe paucityof sourcespertainingto the crisis of slave-owningrelationsis
truly lamentable.Inscriptionsyield but relativeinformationon the reduction
of the number of síavesand libertines: out of the two hundred extant
inscriptionswith referencesto síavesonly five belongto the third centuryor
the end of the secondcentury; of 309 datedinscriptionsof libertinesonly 15
belongto this epoch42.Since the latter half of the secondcenturyamphorae
stampsbeganto bear,alongsidethe namesof the ownersof workshopsand
estates,alsosíaves’names,sometimesaccompaniedwith theletter F (fecit)43.
Could this possibly meanthat within the framework of one estatesome
workshopsand even, perhaps,portionsof the estateproperwere leasedas a

3~ J.M. Blázquez, La economía...,p. SIl.
39 A. Mangas,«Un capitulo de los gastosen el municipio romanode 1-líspanía».Hispanta

antiqua, 1-1971,p. 111-128;L. A. Curchin, Op. ci!., passim.
40 A. Balil, Op. ci!., p. 267; idem.«LasescuelasmusivariasdelconventoTarraconensio”.La

mosaYquegréco-ro.nain.Paris,1965,p. 33-34; J.FernándezUbiña,«Formasde propiedadagraria
en la Bética del siglo iii». Memoriasde historia antigua, 111-1979.p. 182-184.
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peculium and the síavesconsequentlycould operateand function indepen-
detly? Dataon the colonatusof the period is alas missing.

Presumablyfrom the turn of the third centuryon southandEastSpain
witnessedon the one handthe falí of cities and on the otherthe growth of
non-urban large-scaleproperty (including empaerors’ property) which,
however,hadbeengatheringstrengthandcouldnot yet compensatethrough
fis own economythe economicdepressionbroughtabout by the crisis of
urban antiqueproperty.

The vast regions in the centre, west and north-west of the Iberian
Peninsulawerenot ravagedby the crisis until the secondquarterof the third
centurywhencuratorsappearedin Clunia, andin thevicinageof sometowns
ín Lusitania mushroomedcountryside villas very much like those in the
Southand East only by far moresplendid44.

Throughoutthis period the gold-minesof the North-Westcontinuedto be
activelyexploited.Almost alí milliaries bearingthe namesof emperorsof the
Severusdynasty have been unearthedin the West and North-West of the
IberianPeninsula45.North-WestSpainwith her abundantgold depositewas
of so vital a moment for the Empire that under Caracallawith the likely
purposeof bringing the managementdirectly to the pits, this region was
cededas an autonomousprovinceAntonianawhose first and, apparently,
only legate was C- lulius Cerealis (CIL II, 2661). True enough, upon
Caracalla’sdeaththe territory was againannexedto Tarraconensis46but the
experimentwas significantand repeatedunderDiocletianus.

In the first half and especíallyby the middle of the third century
discontinuedthe manufactureof Spanishsigillate madeto Italie and GaIlic
patternsbut in its placecamea kind of potterywhich imitatedor reproduced
the shapesandornamentsof pre-RomanCeltie vessels47.If not exactlythe
concretecentres,at least theregionsof the two kindsof pottery’sproduction
coincide.

The returnto pre-Romanceramicsspellsoneof the manifestationsof the
so-called«Celtic Renaissance>x.Anotheressentialdisplayof it is not only the
preservationbut also the reviving of thepre-Romanformsof social life, Le.
gentiliciaandcenturiae.It will be rememberedthatoneof thecentresof their
spreadcoincideswith the region wherepottery of local forms prevailed, i.e.
with Celtiberia48.This is also the region where is localized the inseription
with amentionof the freedmenanda siaveof a gens(CIL II, 5812).Eventhe
residentsof Romancities kept in the III d. centurytheir habit of indicating
their tribe49.The Caracallaedict grantedtheRomancitizenshipto almostalí

~ J. M. Blázquez,La economia....p. 513.
4~ J. M. Blázquez,«La economia...,,,p. 480.
~ J. M. Roldán Hervás,«La organizaciónpolítico-administrativay jurídica de la Hispania

Romana».Historia de España, t. II, vol. 2, p. 100.
47 A. MontenegroDuque, 0p. ch., p. 250.
4¡ M. L. AlbedosFirmat, «Organizacionessuprafamiliaresenla Hispaniaantigua».BSAA.

t. XL-XLI, 1975, p. 9-20, 61.
49 1-1. Glasterer,«BemerkungenzarIntegrationvorrómischenBevólkerungaufderIberisehen
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free inhabitantsof the Empire, which was of enormousconsequencefor the
vast zone of Spain under our study; here have been registeredover one
hundredof Aurelii, someof them still liad their indigenouscognomina,too,
suchas Reburrinus(CIL II, 4007)or Tannepeser(CIL II, 4840), to namebut
a few.

Thedepressionin SouthandEastSpainmadethe centerof the economic
activitiesin the Peninsulagraduallyshift to the central,west and north-west
regions.Their growing role is well attestedby the fact that underthe Severi
somenativesof thesepartsare known to havebecome~enators50.

Thus, the crisis of the antique forms of life did not lead in the less
Romanizedzoneof Spainto a generalcrisis,as distinct from the situationin
the Romanizedzone, becausein the former the Romanstructureswere
gettingreplacedby the native oneswhich hadnot yet diedof! andwere still
viable. That is the reasonwhy this zoneof Spainwas coming at the time to
the fore.

AII the above-mentionedprocessesgot aggravatedandacceleratedby the
eventsof the sixties-seventiesof the third centurywhenthe barbarianhordes
invadedSpain (Aur. Vict., de Caes.XXXIII, 3; Eutr. VIII, 8, 2; Oros. VII,
22, 8) and the incursion must have triggered of! a powerful popular
disturbance.Archaeologicalevidencehasrevealedeverywherethe destruction
of villas andpartially of townsdatedto the endof the fifties-sixtiesand mid
seventies51.Contrary to sorne scholars,we deem it unwise to ascribe the
eruptionof the crisis to theseevents.The events nevercausedthe crisis but
they intensifiedanddeepenedit. Moreover,we believethat both the invasions
andthepopularunrestcould takeplaceonly underthe conditionsof crisisof
political power. Be it said in passingthat by that time the crisis hadbeen
fannedinto a generalconflagrationcovering the Central,Westand North-
West regionswheretowns and villas areknown to havebeen ravaged,too.

AII thesedevelopmentsrenderedthe Spanisheconomythe mightiestblow.
Evidently intendingto helpSpanishlandownershealthe woundsProbusgaye
them permissionto plant vineyardsandmakewine (SHA, Prob.XVIII, 8)52.
But the measuresdid not yield the expectedresults,though,andnothing is
known to us of the Spanishwine either of the third century or of later
periods. A severeslump characterizedthe Spanisheconomyin the eighties
whenthe Empire in generaland Spainin particularbeganto drawout of the
crisis.

TIc edict on prices issuedby Diocletianusin AD. 30l~~, of alí Spanish
merchandisementionsonly the hamof Ceretania(4, 8), the wool of Asturia
(25, 7) and, perhaps,garum (3, 6; 7); thereis no evidencefor the wool of

Halbinsel>,.Actas del II coloquio sobre lenguasy cu/turas prerromanasde la Peninsula Ibérica.
Salamanca,1979, S. 459.

5~ A. Balil, De Marco Aurelio p. 251, 267.
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53 A. Aymar, J. Auboyer,Op. cit.. p. 533.
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Baetica,oncesohighly praisedby Strabo(III, 2, 6) andMartial (XII, 63; 98),
for the oil of Baetica,the wine of tarraconensis;even the wool of Asturia
sold very cheap— a mere 100 denarii apoundwhereasthe wool of Mutina
cost300 andpurple wool drewthe priceof 400denarii(25,1, 3). In listing the
tariffs of the sea shipping on different routesthe edict mentionsonly the
routesto Spainfrom the dioceseof Oriens, from Africa or Rome(35, 15-17;
28; 35; 67-69) but not a single trading routefrom Spain54.One can get the
ínipressionthat Spain at that period was only the consumerbut not the
exporterandalí theSpanishcommoditiesthat did somehowget mentionedin
the edict, weresold throughthe agencyof somemiddlemen.This impression
finds veracious proof in the «Sea Itinerary» datedby the first years of
Diocletianus’sreign55, which lists the trading routesfrom Spain (Baelo,
CarthagoNovaandEbusus)only to MauretaniaTingitanaandCaesariensis
(495, 4-496, 2; 510, 2-513, 3). TIe wreckageof a Romanship of the second
half of the third century that sank near Syracusaehas yielded a Spanish
amphoraamongstAfrican ones56.Not asingle mosaicwasexecutedin Spain
proper in A.D. 260-280~~. In normal times the chief consumersof these
goodswere rich latifundia’s ownersbut in thoseuneasyand troublousyears
they must havepreferredto bide their time and refrain from restoringand
adorning their estates.

It was a slow andpainful recoverythat Spain, as well as other Western
provinces,passedthroughafter the crisis.Whatwere the consequencesof the
crisis in thesetwo zonesof Spain?

In the Romanizedzoneof the southandEastrapidly grewvillas that were
centresof extensivelatifundia. As well asin thefirst halfof thecentury,many
villas were situated in the cities’ vicinity58 but recent philological and
toponymical studiessuggestthat their majority, however,appearedin the
outlyingdistricts.TIe examinationof thevillas’ names,geneticallythenames
of their initial owners,hassuppliedus with somevery curiousresults.To our
days have come down quite a few namesderived from an anthroponym
without the help of a suffix, aswas customaryin the mosteducatedlayersof
the Romansociety.TIe overwhelmingmajority of the villa-names,though
havea suffix, moreoften thannot the suflix — en which was typical, we are
told by R. MenéndezPidal, of the languageof unculturedpopulationgroups,
rural síavesincluded.R. MenéndezPidal and J. M. Pabonhavecompileda
list of place-namesof present-dayAndalucíacorrespondingapproximatelyto
ancient Baetica. In the list thereare 118 place-namesderivedfrom proper
nameswith the sulfix — en and 32 toponymswithout the suff¡x59. On the

5~ Theci¡ationsof theedictconcerningSpainarecompiled in: J. Arce,El Edictum....p. 9-10.
55 W. Kubitschek,«Itinerarien».RE, 1916, Hbbd. 18, Sp. 2308-2363.
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245-252.
57 J. M. Blázquez,La economía...,p. 503.
58 J. Femas~dezUbiño, Formasdepropiedad...,p 182-185.
5~ R. MenéndezPidal, Toponimiaprerromana hispana. Madrid, 1952, p. 122-147; J. M.
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strengthof this evidenceit appearsa safesuppositionthat the ownersof the
estatescamefrom anythingbut the most cultured circíesof the provincial
population.

Among the namesof the first ownersof latifundia thathavesurrived in
present-daytoponyms,very few havebeen recordedin the inscriptionsand
otherdocumentsof the Republicor Early Empire.Herewe haveto dealwith
new people, in no way relatedto the ancientmunicipal nobility. Somesuch
parvenushad Celtie names— Burilius. Carantiusor Taius.Accordingto J.
M. Pabon,mostCeltic namesaretraceablein the toponymswith the sufflx
— en and only one unsuflixed place-namein Andalucia of today may be
traced back to the Celtic nameCaurius60.Rut generally speaking,Celtic
namesare very scarcehereowing to a considerabledegreeof Romanization
of this province.

The country-dwellersmust haveinfluenced the townsfolk. The proofof
the cultural rusticationof towns is the change— inoflicial so far but already
widely accepted— of the nameof CarthagoNova: it is exactlysincethe third
century, according to R. MenéndezPidal, that this city had been called
Cartagena61.

Whatshouldbe particularlyemphasized,though,is thata city as suchdid
not disappearaltogetherin the EastandSouth of the IberianPenínsula,for
áll the shrinkingof the cities’ areaandthe deterioratingof their economy.In
Tarracopartof theformer residentialareawas turnedinto a necropolis.The
Emporitesmoved to live in a small island of! the shorewhere sorne time
beforetheir first settlement(Palacopolis)hadcomeinto king, the mainland
part of the town becominga city cemetery.In Malacaafter the destructions
of the sixties of the thirdcenturytheydid not evenstartto restorethe theatre
which in part lay buried under the city dump. On the restoration and
reconstructionthe most opulent andsplendid buildings in towns were not
templesor public edificesbut privatehousesof rich residents,as is admitted
to be the casewith Italica62.

And yet, despiteit alí, a city went on existing. It preservedits municipal
structure;for instance,thededicationto Maximianuswas renderedon behalf
of «ordo Segarrensis»(Vives 1213). Cities were governedby curias and
magistrates.The city’s jurisdiction, as of oíd, embracedalso its vicinage,
although the latter reducedconsiderably owing to an encroachmentof
latifundia and imperial estates.The city still possessedthe right andeven the
duty to haveits armed forces.It was thanks to their armedforces that the
cities could repulsethe Germanicsnot only in the fifth but also in the sixth

Pabón,«Sobrelos nombresde la “villa” romanadeAndalucía,>.Estudiosdedicadosa Menéndez
Pidal, t. IV. Madrid, 1953, p. 95-159.
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century, and the Visigothic kings in the same century instructed their
vicegerentsto usein the policeactionsthecity’s armedforce63.The economic
significanceof the cities dropped.Somekinds of crafts,aboyealí thosethat
hadpreviouslycateredfor the city élite, neverhada chanceto revive, as, for
instance,the sculptingof portraits.Others,on the contrary,beforevery long
camein again,as for instancethe manufacturingof pottery, the so called
«sigillataclara»,an undeniabledescendantof the ancientformsbut of rather
low quality, and the manufacturingof garumM. Sometowns still retained
their positionof tradingcentresandwent on diffusing importedproductsand
exporting Spanishonesbeyondthe bordersof the Iberian Peninsula65.

Socially the townsof this romanizedzonewerestill basedon the petty and
middle propertyof the antiquetype. Craftsmenmust have united to form
collegiae,as,for instance,«fabri Subidiani»at Corduba(Vives 5822).On the
arableterritoriesof the towns thereexistedsmall stripsof land belonging to
the «rural plebs»,Le. peasantssubordinatedto thetown as part andparcelof
the municipal community, and also middle estateof curials66. The rural
communitya pagus— persistedon themunicipal land, too (CIL II, 1082). In
those estatesthere were no congenialconditions for the developmentof
naturalproduction and thereforemunicipal landownershad of necessityto
trade.TIe greatestamount of the itemsof commonimport (not objectsof
art) havebeenfoundherein the SouthandEast of the IberianPeninsula67.

To sumup, in the Romanizedzonein the SouthandEastof the Peninsula
the newsocio-politicalstructureof the feudal type— latifundia— existedfor
quitesometimealongsidetheancientstructureof the antiquetype— towns.
It is hardly possibleto specifythe shareof eachstructurein the eonomiclife
of the zonebut it is necessaryto underlinethat thecity did not vanish, it did
not yet becomefeudalizedandthe processof feudalizationwould setin much
later, mostly already within the framework of Early Medieva4History.

Onemore importantfactor mustbe stressed:in the RomanEmpire and
its economythe role of thiszonebecameanythingbut conspicuous-The hub
of botheconomicand political progressmovedto the less romanizedzone.
An eloquentindicator of this shift is the fact thatTraianusandHadrianus
camefrom BaeticaandTheodosius— from the provinceof Gallaeciacreated
by Diocletianus(Hydat. 2).

Anothersign of it is the dataof the «Itineraryof Antoninus»compiledas
well as the «SeaItinerary» in the eightiesof the third century68.Accordingto
it therewere36 roadsin Spain— nine in the SouthandEastof the Peninsula
(396,1-416, 3), 22 — in the remainingregions(416,4-556, 5), andfive roads

63 A. R. Korsunsky,«GorodaIspanii y periodstanovleniyafeodalisma,>.Socia/no-economí-
~eskiyeprob/emi Ispanil. Moséva,1965, s. 7-8, 13-22 (in Russian).
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connectedthe two zones (387, 7-395, 4; 415, 2-416, 3; 448, 2-452, 5). W.
Kubitschekhas listedsix principal roadsin Spain: one in East Spain, four
roadsin West andNorth Spain andonejoining theseareas69.

The less Romanizedzone had never previously been rich in towns; in
those yearsthey alí suf!ered almost utter stagnationand decay.Ausonius
(Ordo urbium nobilium 81-85) in his list of the Empire’s celebratedcities
singled out four Spanishones; threeof them are situatedin the South and
Eastof the country(Hispalis, Corduba,Tarraco)andonly one— Bracara—

in the less Romanizedzone. TIc reasonfor distinguishingBracara is self
evident: the city was the centreof Gallaecia, the richest in gold among
imperial provincesandthe key providerof Romewith this metal. Hencethe
epithetgiven to Bracara by the Gallie poet — wealthy. In alí probability
Emeritawas alsoa thriving town for, as sornehistoriansbelieve, it was the
centreof the Spaindiocese70.But thesewereonly exceptionsin the otherwise
gravesituation. During the Late Empire the towns of this zone of Spain
playedbut a modestpart.In lis accountof thebarbarians’invasionHydatius
says that the Spaniardshid themselvesin their towns and castella(49) but
when relating the concreteevents in Gallaeciahe makes mention only of
castella(91).

In theeconomyof thiszonelatifundia playedfirst fiddle. Theymajoredin
horse-breeding,rearing sheepand swine, cultivating wheat, that is, they
suppliedthoseproductswhich in the fourth centurywere exportedto Italy
and provinces71.TIc pits that constitutedthe emperors’propertyprovided
gold. So it becomesclearthat in this zonea large-scalanon-urbanproperty
gainedpriority.

During the LateEmpire it was latifundia ownerswho joined the ruling
élite. Senatorsbeganto comeprimarily from the lessRomanizedzone72.AII
these were in the main «new people». Tbus we can trace the origin of
Theodosiusback only to his grandfatherHonorius who had risen to
eminenceunder Constantinus73.As regardsthe majority of Spanisharisto-
cratsof the Late Empiretheir pedigreebecomesobseureandgetslost already
in the secondgeneration.Sorneof these«hominesnovi» could haveworked
their way up during the crisis or the Civil War, as, for instance,Acilius
Severus,a descendantfrom the equestrianswho having taken the side of
Constantinusmanagedto rise up to the highestéchelonsof power74.

As for thesepeople’sethnic roots it must be noted that out of the two
hundred Spaniardsknown from literary sourcesandpublicly active in the

69 Ibid., Sp. 2325.
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fourthTlfth centuries,40 per cent had Latin names,30 per cent — Greek
namesandthe rest — indigenousones,such as Hosius,Orosius,Hydatius,
Lagodius,Asturius and others75.Taking into accountthe fact that Greek
names found their way to Spain only in the wake of Christianity (as
undoubtedlywas the casewith the nameTheodosius)andthat Latin culture
still held its own we can deducethat a hugenumber of native names ts
indicative of indigenousrather thanRomano-Italieorigin of a considerable
portion (if not alí) of ruling nobility during the Late Empire in Spain.The
gentilie name of Theodosiuswas Flavius. some other representativesof
Hispano-Romanaristocracyalsobore this nameat that time. Evidently they
weredescendantsof nativenoblemenwho hadreceivedthe citizenshipin the
time of the Flavii76, most likely of Vespasianus.

How latifundia cameinto existencein this zoneof Spain is hardto say.
Archaeologicaldigs haveproventhat in the Eastof thePeninsulaby theclose
of the third century severalsmall estates,formenly independentpossessions
of different landowners,amalgamatedinto one large estate77.Since the
existenceof petty and middle property in CentralandWestSpain hasnot
beenverified by the historicalsciencewe arein no positionto claim that large
estatesof this region stemmedfrom the mergingof their small andmiddle
counterparts(with the exception of perhaps large towns’ vicinage). A
dif!erent way of forming latifundia seemsmore relevant. Researchinto the
region’s toponymicshasshownthat manymoderntoponymsoriginally the
namesof ancientvillas havebeenderivednot from anthroponymsof Latin
origin (as is the casewith the SouthandEast)but from pre-Latin common
nounsor from the namesof towns or tribes75.That is why it seemscorrectto
surmisethat at least part of the latifundia in questionmust haveemerged
from tribal or ruralsettlements,perhapsas a resultof the usurpationof tribal
propertyby the aristocrats.

As is alreadystated,tribal unitiesof this areawere far from beingextinct
by the turn of the third century.One panof them could haveturned into
latifundia, another— into rural communities(vici and castella). It is not
without reasonthat the namesof somelocalities in the third-fifth centuries
liad the form of Latin or Celtic GenitivePlural (for example,Itin. Ant. 424,
1; Hydat. 128; Vives 851).

We deem it a tenable suppositionthat the crisis of the third century
rendereda severeblow to the elementsof the Romanantiqueworld in this
zone and therebypromotedthe developmentof the indigenousworld. The
advanceof the native world manifested itself first and foremost in the

75 Ibid., 5. 129, Bem. 117-118; A. Balil, Asfrectos sociales..., p. 890-891; A. Montenegro
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transformationof the native social structures,tribal communitiesturning
into territorial onesor into latifundia. AII this broughtabout the «Celtic
Renaissance»in culture,particularly in religion.

It souldbe remembered,though, that alí theseareasremainedwithin the
framework of the Roman Empire, they continued to obey the Roman
authorities, they suifered the presenceof the Romantroopsstationedthere
which, althoughalreadypartially barbarized,werestill an essentialelement
of the Romansocietyand state; the Romanlaw was still in force; economic
bonds with other parts of the Empire diminishedbut were never severed
entirely; thecountry’spopulationstill spokeLatin, thoughit was perhapsnot
so pureas literary Latin. The native world which before that epochhadco-
existedwith the ruling Romanworld, now formedas it werean integralpart
of the latter’s structureandacquiredmanyof its elements.TIereforeit seems
more reasonableto assumenot somuchthe triumph of the indigenousworld
over the Romanone as the mergingof the weakenedRomanworld with the
vigorousnative one into onesingleentity with speciflc new features,distinct
from both — the tribal Celtie (or Celtiberian)and ancientRomanancestors.
Apparently,on the vastexpansesof the less Romanizedzoneof Spainthere
evolved— as resultof the crisis and underits influence— a new society of
Romane-Celticsynthesis,a forerunnerto that Romano-Germanicsynthesis
that gayebirth to feudalism.

Thus, thecrisis of the third centuryin Spainhas led to the declineof the
city as the basic celí of antiquesociety,to the appearanceof the systemof
latifundia, to the formation of a new ruling classwhich evenpersonallywas
dissociatedfrom the precedingone (with only a few exceptions).Flowever,
similar results of the crisis bore dissimilar fruit in different regions of the
country.

In the Románized zone the urban society co-existed with that of
latifundia; in the less romanizedzonethe systemof latifundia prevalled. In
the SouthandEastof Spain the ruling élitecomprisedsornedescendantsof
Italo-Romancolonistsand thoroughly RomanizedSpaniards,in the other
areas— sorne representativesof the less Romanizednative world. On the
Mediterraneanshoreand, probably,in Baetica,too, latifundia cameaboutas
result of confiscations and the incorporating of small and middle estates
under the authority of one land-owner;in CentralandNorth-Westspain at
least part of latifundia originatedfrom tribal communities.The two zones
differend also ideologically — in some areasthe crisis of antique religion
encourageda wider spreadof Christianitywhereasin others— a renewalof
the Celtic cults.

Transíatedfrorn the Russianby L. Chistonogova.



Castuloet la conqu=e

MINES PELLETIER

RESUME

Les textesanciensrelatifs á la conqu6tede l’Hispania montrentl’intérét
immédiatdesRomainspour Castulo: ils en ont fait le pivot géographiqueet
stratégiquede leur progressiondansla péninsuleet une enclavede l’Hispania
—c’est-á-direde l’Espagneromaine—dansdeszonesnon encoresoumisesni
pacifiées. Plus que dans l’importance politique de la cité, que les textes
auraientalorsnégligée,il faut envoir la raisondansla positiongéographique
cIé de Castulo et de sa voisine Iliturgi, et dans l’image mentaleque les
Romainss’étaientfaite de la péninsule.

En 214 avantJ.-C., alorsque l’arméecarthaginoiseet ses trois généraux
ínstallentleur campface á Publius et CnaeusScipionétablisprés du Mons
V¡ctoriae, Castulo,urbsHispaniaevalida ac nobilis et adeoconiunetasocietate
Poenis¡it uxor inde Hannibalí esset,cid Romanosdefecit1;c’est ences termes
queTite-Live parlepour la premiérefois de ce qui étaitpeut-étrela capitale
desOrétans2:descriptionélogieuse,qui afflrme la puissanceet la notoriétéde
la cité, et en mametemps ambigúeen ce qu’elle la fait appartenirá trois
entitésdifférentes:á l’Hispania de toutesfa9ons—et raressont les villes que
Tite-Live lui attribueexplicitement3—et ~uccessivementaux Puniquespuis
aux Romains.Sa défectionen faveur de ces derniersprend d’autant plus de
valeurquesesliens ayeeles Barcidesétaientforts, et le mariaged’Hannibalse

‘ Castulo, ville d’Hispania puissanteet connue,et qu’unealliance unissait á tel point aux
Carthagínoisqu’elle avait donnéá Hannibalson épouse,fit défectionau profit desRomains:
Tite-Live, 24, 41, 1.

2 Strabonen parlecomme unedesdeuxvilles importantesde l’Orétanie,3, 3, 2. Cf. Pauly-
Wissowa,Realeneyclopadie,Stuttgart, 1899, col. 1778.

‘ La plupartdu temps,eneffet, Tite-Live présenteuneville comnieappartenantá un peuple:
21, 5, 4; 21, 39, 5; 21, 61, 6; 28, 3, 2; 39, 42, 1...

Gerión. 5. 1987. Editorial de la UniversidadComplutensede Madrid.


