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1. Rarenamesarea raredelighl, andoften instructive. When non-Latin
by shapeor origin, theydenoteIhe immigrantin Spain,somegoing back lo
Ihe epoch before certain regions of Italy received Ihe Roman franchise.
BaeticaparadesIhe prime exhibits, before alí at Italica andCorduba.The
litoral of Tarraconensis,from Barcinodown to CaríhagoNova,canalsooffer
altraclive specimens.

By contrasí,Ihe ordinary namesin their plelhora: Fabii, Licinii and the
like. The phenomenonrellecísconsulsor praetorsof Ihe imperial Republic,
enhancedby choice or fashion. The two typescombinein th nomenclature
of M. CorneliusNigrinus Curiatius Maternus(consulsufl’ect n 83), the greal
man from Liria of Ihe Edetani.

Al the samelime, Ihe indistinclive nomen is ambiguous:either Ihe
enfranchisednativeor Ihe immigrant. «Pomponius»belongsto Ihis class.
Pomponii are common enoughat Rome and throughoutItaly. Vel, as it
happens,no Pomponiuscan be discoveredas a governor in Ihe Spanish
provinces’.

A cataloguehasbeenpresenledof Ihe nameson higbestfrequencyin CIL
II, sixty specimensor more2. Pomponiido nol muchexceeda total of thirty;
and they are not a promising collection. The mosí presentableis T.
PomponiusAvitus, ahigh priestof Ihe imperial culí atTarraco.He carnesfor
tribe Ihe «Aniensis»,which points lo Caesaraugustaas Ihe patria3.

For namesin Spain,GalliaTransalpinaandAfrica thatmay reflecíholdersof imperiumsee
E. Badian,Fareign Clientelcie(1958), 309 iT.

2 For thetwenty namesmatchedwith Narbonensis,seeTacitus(1958), 783.And, for further
statisticsaboutfrequency,R. C. Knapp. Ancient SocietyIX (1978), 187 IV.

CIL II, 4235. L. PomponiusAvitus of Tarraco(4395) cannotsafety be adducedas a
kinsman.The cognomenis desperatelycommonin Spain: over a hundredspecimens.
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No fewer thanseveníyone of these1laminesareon record,from Ihe reign
of Vespasianto the time of Commodus:preciousdocumeníationthaI has
beenanalysedin an exemplaryfashion4.Someof the resulísbring a surprise.
Even amongslIhe earliesíflamines,who comefrom cities on Ihe coastor in
its vicinity, Ihe social rank is not as high as might be expecíed.Only three
producesonswho becomesenatorsand consuls5.

II. For SpanishPomponii,meagreandsporadiccompensationacerues
from literature.PomponiusMela, as he siales,camefrom tingentera,on Ihe
Sírail of Gades;andPliny, who hadbeenprocuratorin Tarraconensis,relates
how Sex. Pomponius,«Hispaniaeciterioris princepsx’,discoveredby accidení
a remedyagainstgout6. For Ihe rest,recourseis hadlo inscriptionsfound in
olher countries,nol without inference,argument,conjecture.

When Galba madehis proclamationin ihe spring of the year 68, he
convokedan assemblyof ihe provincial notables:«e primoribus prudentia
atque aetate praestantibus,velut instar senatus»7.To younger men the
usurperallocatedmilitary rankor tasks.Thus RaeciusGalluswas appointed
a tribune (RIT 145); and Ihe inscripíion on the archal Lepcis recordingIhe
career of Q. Pomponius Rufus shows him in charge of the coasís of
Tarraconensisand Narbonensis«bello qujjod] imp. G[a]lba pro [re p]
gessit»8.

Someidentified Galba’s man with Q. PomponiusRufus,commandinga
cavalry regimeníin 64 (CIL XVI, 5). ThaI was premature,andillicil. His tribe
is «Collina», not verifiable anywherein Spain. Commonplacenomenclature
engenderedhomonymsin alí gradesof Romansociely. For example,Vibii
Maximi causealot of trouble.No profil thereforeto adducea Q. Pomponius
Rufus of the belter sorí, who was priest in a Samnitetown9. And any who
may be movedlo seekIhe origin of asenatorialC. PomponiusRufus will do
well lo neglecta freedmanat RegiumLepidum’0.

Galba’smanearnedadíectionto Ihe Senate,probablyfrom Vespasianin
his censorship.Pliny’s friend Sex. Pomponiusis styled «praetoriiviri pater»
(NR XXII, 20).Likewise another«Hispaniaeprinceps»(no name)who cured
himselfof a diseaseby wearing roundhis neck the root of Ihe herb pursíane
(XX, 215)11. Either son or both might however have acceded to the
«amplissimusordo» by Ihe nonnalpath.

O. Alfóldy, FlaminesProvincicie HispaniaeCiterioris (Madrid, 1973).
Vii L. Licinius SilvanusGranianus(suff. 106); C. CalpurniusFlaccus(?125);M. Valerius

Propinquus(126).bPliny NH XXII, 120.
‘ Suetonius,Galba 10, 3.¡RT 537 (complcting ILS 1014).

CIL IX, 2161 (Caudium), cf. 2189 («litteris bonis»).
10 AR 1946, 210 (RegiumLepidum).
“ Amalgamatedwith Sn. Pomponiusiii RE XXI, 2335.
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Pliny collecledfriends from his occupalionsin the westernprovincesand
bequeathedthem to his nephew—whose«circle», by the way, aclcnowled-
gesnobodyfrom Baetica’2.In Augusí of 79 aSpanishguestwasstayingwith
ihe admiral of Ihe fleel al Misenum.He upbraidedIhe youth who quietly
went on wiíh his appointedtask (reading Livy andmaking excerpís) long
after the volcanohaderupted(Epp. VI, 20, 5).

Meanwhile Ihe admiral, inlení in any caseon a close inspeclion of Ihe
phenomenon,had set out wilh warships,under added impulsion from a
messagesent by a lady called Rectina, whose mansion lay on the coasí
beneathVesuvius<VI, 16, 8). He could not land Ihere, buí he changed
direction,with a firm commandlo Ihe steersman:«petePomponianum»(16,
11). Pomponianus,as Ihe nexí sentencein the lelter states,was at anolher
part of the bay, al Stabiae.Pliny joined him, and they dined together.

Rectinaperished(as Ihe readerdid nol needlo be toid), andIhe admíral
succumbedthe nextday in the vicinity of Stabiae.ReclinaandPomponianus
arousecuriosity,andhavearousedperplexity.Wife andhusband,such is one
incautiousassumption’3.Nolhing in the narralionspeaksfor 1114.

The narrationregistersIhe husband’snamein «RectinaeTasci». That is
the readingpreferredby Ihe latesttexí (OCT 1964).A «Tascus»or a «Tascius»
is nol inconceivable.He would haveto be Celtic, on Ihe analogy of varíous
personalandplacenames’5.Buí nol in anyway plausible.The plain answer
is «Cascus»’6.That cognomenis preternaturallyrare. It was borne by Cn.
PediusCascus,consul suffectin 71: enigmalic in his prominence,for he stood
nexí lo Ihe consulswho openedthat year.

Rectinahassomerelevancelo Spain.It is a rarecognomen.Spainexhibits
nine out of fourteenspecimensof «Rectus»,four out of six of «Rectinus»”.
Among Ihe laller belongs Popillia L. f. Rectina, the wife of Voconius
Romanus, ihe friend and coeval of the younger Pliny (CIL II, 3866:
Saguntum).As concernsthe provenanceof Cn. PediusCascus,ihere is no calI
lo adducea pair of facts:Q. Pediusproconsulof Citerior in 45 B.C., and no
Pedii in CIL II. The consul probably derivesfrom oíd Lalium.

III. Q. PomponiusRufus madea spectacularentrancemío history in
the year 68 —andhe was to reacha consulate,nol rapid or easy,in 95. On
Ihe inscriplion (IRT537), ihe firsí senatorialpost is praelorian.ThaI masks
the fact of adíection,as can happen’8.

12 Harvard Studies LXXIII (¡969), 230 ff.=Roman Papers(1979), 768 IV.
“ Thus A. N. Sberwin-Wbite in bis Commcntary(1966), ad loc.
‘~ C. P. iones,PhoenixXXII (1968), 127: J. FI. D’Arms, Romonson tite Bavof Naples(1979),

222 f.
15 For a numberof specimens,JRS LVIII (1968), l4O~Roman Papers(1979), 702.
Ib Adoptedby M. Schuster(Teubner. 1952).
“ 1. Kajanto, Tite Latin Cognomina (1965), 252.
IB Thus ILS 1015 (L. JavolenusPriscus);8819 (A. Julius Quadratus).
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Briefly pul, Ihe career works out as follows. Rufus was iuridicus in
Tarraconensisand Ihereaflercommanderof a legion’9. For alí thaI can be
known,he might havetakenup Ihe first postas earlyas 75, the secondas late
as 90. In any evení, many years have lo be allowed for during which
PomponiusRufus was out of active employmení.

The dating of the Spanishpost, in itself a problem, is complicatedby
extraneousevidence.As shownby theÉabulaedefixionumthaI cameto light at
Emporiae,amancalled Rufusheld it whenT. AureliusFulvuswas governor
of the province(,IE 1952, 122). Like the identity of thaI Rufus, the tenureof
Fulvus is in question20.

More important, Ihe legion. Rufus is slyled merely «leg. leg. V». Two
legionsborethatnumber.The one, V Macedonica,hadits stational Oescus
on Ihe lower Danube,Ihe other, y Alaudae, is also to be assignedto the
garrison of Moesia. After 70 reinforcementof Ihe frontier had become
expediení.And anotherfactor comes in. Evidenceindicates that a Roman
legion was wiped out in the invasion of Dacia conductedby Comelius
Fuscus,Domitian’s GuardPrefect2t.

Whicheverthe legion, Rufusmay havebeenits commanderat sometime
during thecampaignsbetween85 and89, on andbeyondIhe river. If it wasy
Alaudae,two phenomenafind a singleexplanation.Firsí, the omissionof the
legion’s tille from the inscripíion on the arch al Lepcis, dedicatedby the
proconsul Pomponius Rufus. Second,retardation in his career. A legate
enjoying successor favour will proceedlo one of the praetorianprovinces,
with clear prospectof a consulship.

In Ihe face of seductivespeculaíion,caution is prescribed.Rufus might
have been appoiníedlo the commandof V Macedonicain 89, when the
Dacian War terminated.Evenso, that was late in the careerof aman who
had beenadíected«mIer praetórios»some fifteen yearspreviously.

HoweverthaI maybe, Rufusaccededto a praetorianprovincein 92 or 93.
A diplomadatedlo the latíeryear by the imperial titulaturediscloseshim as
governorof Dalmatia(XVI, 38). Normally consular,thaI provincehadin fact
forfeited ils legion in 85. Por its changeof statusat this juncture precisely
someotherreasonsmight be canvassed.Porexample,ashortageof consulars
after a sequenceof unhealthyseasons.Or again, emergencycausedby the
deceaseof a governor.In Cappadocia—GalatiaAntistiusRusticusdied, and
the province was split for a brief season22.

‘~ On thc insc¡-iption the order and formulation «leg. Mig. pro pr. provinc. [Mjoesiac
DalmaL. Hisp.» causedLroublc. Rufus was heid for a Lime (o be a consular governing
Tarraconensis.For Rufus as a iuridicus, Gnomon XXXI (1959>, 512; Danubian Papers(1971),
193 f.; O. Alfóldy, Fastí Hispanienses(1969), 71 IV.

~oFor onesolution, Alfóldy, o. c., 19 IV. For presentpurposes(he problemmay bewaived.
21 E. Ritterling,REXII, 1569 f. Forindicationsthat V AlaudaewassentLo Moesia in 70 see

Danubian Papers(1971), 82, cf. 105 (a veteranat Scupi).
22 As arguedin JRSLXVII (1977), 42: from ILS 1017 (Pisidian Antioch), Lhe inseriptionof

(L. Caesennius)Sospes,who had beena legionarylegate in 92. Not alí scholarsacceptthis
solution. Thus R. K. Sherk,AJPC (1979>, 167 1.
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A furtheranomalyensued.A fragmentaryinscription at Curictae styles
PomponiusRufus«leg. imperatoru[m1fr23.The emperorsin questionmustbe
Domitian andNerva. Rufus held Ihe fascesfor the lasí four monthsof the
year95. He wasconsul in absence,it follows24. Moreover,Rufuscontinuedin
his mandateinto Ihe first year of Trajan. In 98 anothergovernor,a certam
Macer,went to Dalmatia,as is madeclearby Ihe languageof Martial —and,
by Ihe referencelo his own imminenl departureto Spain25.

FromDalmatiaRufus now passedlo MoesiaInferior, wherehe is atíesíed
by two diplomas of 99 (XVI, 44 fj. Not for long tenure.Another consular
held Ihe commandin 10026. Despitehis Danubianexperie’ñce(a legion and
MoesiaInferior), Rufus took no part in the Daciancampaignsthat beganthe
year after. Trajan hadolher friendsand allies.

Rufus in Ihe sequelheld Ihe post of curator operumpublicorum2’. When
hisyeararrivedbr Ihe sortitionhe becameproconsulof Africa, for Ihe tenure
110/11. He was Ihen aged about sixty five.

Emphasishas beenpul on the slow advancein the careerof honours.It
comes out on comparisonwith some of his coevals, such as Cornelius
Nigrinus (suff 83) or JavolenusPriscus(suff 86), both adíectedto Ihe same
rank28. A setbackhasbeen suspecled,if he was legateof V Alaudae.

Qn the otherhand,influencesworkedin his favour.They bafile deteclion.
CorneliusNigrinus held Moesia for abrief spell (85/86) early in Domitian’s
DacianWar, remainingin chargeof MoesiaInferior when Ihe commandwas
divided29. Nigrinus may havehelped lo promoteIhe interestsof a fellow
Tarraconensian.Yet local ties arein somedangerof beingoverestimated;Ihe
province included diverse regions —and no clue lo Ihe patria of Q.
PomponiusRufus.

However it be, luck or patronageservedhim well at two significant
junclures.Firsí of alí, Ihe praetorianprovince,which he acquiredin 92 or 93.
The latíer year erupled in embarrassmentsfor the government, when
factional r¡valries led to notable prosecutionsfor high treason.Qn the
lowest couní, senatorsfrom Spain and Narbonensisare nol conspicuousin
the ranks of Caesar’senemies or critics. Mosí of them remained firm
adherentsof Ihe Flavian dynasly.

Nexí, whenthaI dynastyendedabruplly,when from Ihe crisis in Nerva’s
reign one of the generals came to Ihe power, advanlageacerued lo
PomponiusRufus, Ihe legateof Dalmatia. Among his early promotions(a

23 Publishedby A. andJ. ~a~cl,Inscr. Lat. iug. (1978),942.
~ For aparallel (or parallels)in 70, cf. JRS XLVIII (1958),6 f.; RomanPapers(¡979), 387 IT.

And seefurther below on T. PomponiusBassus(suff. 94) in Cappadocia-Galatia.
25 Martial X, 78, cf. Danubian Papen (1971), 198. For problemsof date and identity

conccrningthe Dalmatiangovernorshipof a Cilnius ProculusseeW. Eck. RE Supp.XIV, 97;
271 f.

26 M. Laberius Maximus (suff. 87), cf. CIL XVI, 48.
21 The post was not yct collegiateor held in immediatesequenceto aconsulate. -

28 Nigrinushadbeenlegateof alegion andgovernorof Aquitania(AE 1973,283);Javolenus

after a legion andNumidia was juridicus in Britain (¡LS 1015).
29 Set thc demonstrationby O. Alfóldy and14. Halfmann, Citiron III (1973), 356 IT.
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noteworthy company), Trajan advancedRufus to Ihe charge of Moesia
Inferior: with three legions, ranking among the foremosí military
commands30.

IV. No otherconsularPomponiusof the perioddemandsor deservesa
comparableexposition.About «C. Pomponius[», consul suffect in 74 (AE
1968,7) nol a word canbe said.A gap thenintervenes,andin the vicinity of
Rufus (suff 95), the Fasti exhibil a cluster of faur, from 94 lo 100.

1) T. PomponiusBassus(94). His antecedenísbaifie enquiry. He first
turns up in 79/80 as legatein Asia (ILS 8796).The proconsulwasM. Ulpius
Traianus(suff. ?70)—andBassuslater provedhighly acceptableto the son
of the proconsul. If he was a legate of praetorian status (some were
quaesíorian)hemayhaveowedadíectionto Vespasian.ThaI entaiisa further
consequence.Given Ihe date of his consulship,Bassussuiferedfor a time a
retardationcomparableto thaI of PomponiusRufus.

Yetmeril, patronage,or luck spokeIheir word. Bassuswaslo hold oneof
Ihe military provinces.The legateschosenfor Ihosecommandshadgenerally
advancedby the commandof a legion andagovernorshipin oneof theeight
praetoilanprovincesin the porlion of Caesar.The employmenísof Bassus(as
of sundryothers)would be worth knowing He clearlystoodwell with Caesar
andCaesar’sfriends duringmore reignsIhan one. Domitian appoiníedhim
to Cappadocia-Galatia.He remainedtherethrougha momentousseasonfor
a tenurelonger Ihan normal,until the year 10O~’.

Somethingnew hasrecently comeup. Coins of CaesarearegisterBassus
in Cappadociain years 14 and 15 of Domitian. ThaI is, October93/4 and
October94/532. Bassus’consulateembracedIhe lasí four monthsof 94. He
thereforewent lo his province in 94, whenstill only consuldesignate.The
parallel to PomponiusRufus (continuing in Dalmatia althoughmeanwhile
consul)will be duly noted. In Ihe caseof Bassus,his appointmentterminated
Ihe void causedby the deathof Antistius Rusticusin 93 or 9433•

Returning from his province, Bassusin 101 was pul in chargeof Ihe
recentlyinstitutedAlimenta(¡LS 6106, cf. 6675). In aletíer to Bassus,of 104
or 105, Pliny warmly commendsthe fashion in which he spendsthe leisure
of retiremení: «ita senescereoportet virum qui magistratusamplissimos
gesserií,exercitusrexeril»,etc. (IV, 23, 2). ThaI would not precludea ehange
of mmd, shouldaproconsulateoffer, in 108 or 109. Asia is full, but Ihereare
vacanciesin Africa.

2) C. Pomponius Pius (98). Known only as a consular date, yet
remarkablein thaI he sharedthe fasceswith Trajan, in successionlo four

30 Britain andSyriahadthree legloaseach,andthere werenow four in Pannonia.
Al CIL III, 6896 f.
32 P. It. Franke,Chiron IX (1979), 277 IV.
“ The widow brought his ashesback Lo ILaly (Martial IX, 30). In thc interim Caesennius

Sospeshadactedasgovernorin Galatia(as inferred from lIS 1017).
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«consulesiterum».He is palentlythe son of Ihe homonymoussuifectus of 65,
a personof someinfluencein Ihe lateNeronianepoch:hewent rapidly to one
of the important mililary commands,taking Ihe place of Plautius Silvanus
Aelianus in Moesia (SEO 1, 329: Histria).

The ostentaliouscognomendeclaresloyally lo a family or to a political
cause.This manmight be a son of Q. PomponiusSecundus(suff. 41), who
camelo grief in Ihe proclamationof CamillusScribonianus(cf. PIR’, P 564).
The other consular involved was Caecina Paetus.Ihe husband of his
daughtertook over Ihe cognomen:P. Clodius ThraseaPaetus.

3) C. PomponiusRufus (98). To be identified as Ihe PomponiusRufus
who prosecutedJulius Bassus and is .styled by Pliny «vir paratusel
vehemens»(IV, 9, 3). Oíherwiseon record only as a proconsulof Africa, in
113/4.

Thubursicu Numidarum yields Ihe principal documenís,viz. 1.!. Aig. 1,
1230; 1231; 1232; 1233; 1382. AII fragmentary.There are also pieces of
inscriplions at a place in southernTunisia (1.!. Afr. 13) andal Lares (CIL
VIII, 1777).

Ihe proconsulemergesas a polyonymus.In standardworkshe figures as
«C. PomponiusRufus Acilius [?Prisc]usCoeliusSparsus>09.Oneis impelled
to queslionthe validity of the cognomenaltachedby conjecturelo Ihe second
item of Ihe nomenclature.11 finds no justification atThubursicu.The answer
comesfrom the fragmeníat Lares, which hassuiferedstrangeneglect35.It
reveals,as ils last surviving line, the words«]scus Coe[».

Therefore nol «[?Prisc]us» but «[?Pri]scus». Curiosity is 5h11 nol
assuaged.Grantingthe needfor a short cegnomen(on one of Ihe Thubursicu
inscriptions),why «Priscus»?Scholars,it appears,haveallowedlhemselvesto
be influencedby the existenceof an Acilius Priscus.ThaI is to say,M. Acilius
Priscus,Ihe Ostianmagnate(AR 1955, 169) whosenameis prefixedto that of
an Egrilius Plarianus,who was consulsuffect c. 129 (NR2, E 48).

Nothing commendsthe attachmentof PomponiusRufus to the well
documentednexusatOstia.Por Ihe cognomen,«Fuscus»or «Tuscus»would
do as well. The latter showshigh frequencyin Spain36.Passingcommentmay
go to Pomponia Q. f. Tusca al Corduba (II, 2301). She was used to
supplement(cf. PIR’, P 568) Ihe nameof a senatoras«IIQ. Pomp]on[ius..
T]usc[us» (VI. 1557). Plain sensedeters —and no need to counter Ihe
conjecturewith, for example,Cn. Antonius Fuscus(suff 109).

Acilii, wilh thirty four specimensin CIL II, rank wilh Pomponii for
frequency; and, as with Pomponii, no holder of imperium in Ihe Spainsis

~ E. E. Thomasson,Die Statthai¡er der ró,nischen ProvinzenNordafrikes 11(1960>,58; W.
Eck, Senatorenvon Vespasianbis Hadrian (1970), 176.

‘~ Uselí duly referredto dL VIII, 1777 in his annotationon 1.!. Aig. 1,1230,but did not
quoteit, mcrelystating«qui peut fort bien sc rapporterauproconsuldenosinscriptions».It was
aoL ~rinted by Thomassonalongwith dxc othcr six documents.

‘I.Kajanto, Tite Latin Cognomina(¡965), 188: of epigraphicinstances23 out of 48. Ile
notedonly enespecimenof «Tuscillus”, i.e. L. MemmiusTuscillusSenecio(XIV, 3597;ILS 1042:
Tibur), the son of SenecioMemmius Afer (suff. 99). Add CIL II, 157; 236; 2219; 5175.



256 RonaldSyme

availableto explain the name. Baeticayields Acilii of the betíer sorí. Por
example,Acilius Lucanusof Corduba, maternalgrand-fatherof the poel
(MR2, A 74) or P. Acilius Altianus of Italica, Prefeel of Ihe Guard in 117
(A 45). Again, P. PostumiusAcilianus,procuralorof Syria earlyin the reign
of Trajan37.And one might wonder aboul Ihe origin of L. Acilius Strabo
(suff. ?71)~~. As concernsIhe other province,M. Acilius Rufus of Saguntum
was an imperial procuratorin Ihe early epoch39.

Instructive on various counts, Ihese Acilii from Spanishcities (more
altractiveIban Ostia) offer no clearapproachlo C. PomponiusRufus. One
turns for succour to the third member of his nomenclature,«Coelius
Sparsus».

Spain yields twentyCoelii, Narbonensisfifty five. The namewiIl be taken
lo reflecl Ihe presencein bothprovincesof C. CoeliusCaldus,theconsulof 94
B.CA0.Somesubsequentmemberof Ihe family may alsohavecontributedto
spreadingthe name.

The prime documentof early dale al Barcino recordswalls, towers and
gatesbuilí by a duumvir (CIL 12 2673=RJB 51). II hasbeenIhe subjectof
abundaníand lengthy discussionamongthose whom witli justice the date
andorigin of that colonia preoccupies4t.The nomenclalureof the magistrate
failed to excite altention. He is «C. Coelius Atisi f.». The father’s name,
«Atisus»or «Atisus» is Celtic. Veronasuppliesthreespecimensof «Alisius»42.

In Ihe context of Tarraconensís,M. Roscius Coelius deservesa brief
mention(suff. 81). Roscii exploitedthe mines in Ihe hinterland of Caríhago
Nova.Their tribe is «Maecia»(ILS 8706), which indicatesan ultimateorigin
from Lanuvium;andLanuviumitselfyieldsanacephalousfragment(Eph. Ep.
IX, 612), clearly belonging(cf. ILS 1025) lo L. RosciusAelianus (suff. 100).
Along with «Coelius»,«RosciusMurena» (thaI significant cognomen)turns
up in Ihe nomenclatureof Q. PompeiusFalco (sufí. 108)~~.

Nexí, «Sparsus»,which bappenslo be extremely rare: on epigraphic
recordin Italy andin Ihe provincesof Ihe Westto be found (apartfrom XII,
3558: Nemausus)only in Tarraconensistticinius Sparsuswas one of the
high-priests(II, 4198), and «Licinia Sparsi fi(lia) Procilla» is on show at

~‘ CIL II 2213 (Corduba),¡GR III, 928 (Rhosus>.
38 His name recurs,alongwiLl, oC. Curiatius Maternus»,iii Lhe nomenclatureof Clodius

Nummus,consul suifeetin 114 (PIR2, A 83); while the adoptiveson (C 1423) and relatives
(1450f.) betraySpanishelements.

‘~ dL II, 3840;¡LS 1376. Probably«Marcus»not «Manius»(as in ¡LS andin PIR, A 79),
cf. dL 11, Add. p. 967; Lp. ¡at. deSaguntu,n (1980), 41.

40 For bis career, especiallythc Gallic command,E. Badian,Studies in Greek and Roman
History (1964),91 ff. Observedic coitis of his grandsondic monetalis,C. Coelius L. 1. C. ti. Caldus
(who wasquaestoriii Cilicia in 50). On which, BMC, R. Rep. 1, 475; M. Il. Crawford,RRC 1
(1974), 457 IV. Onetype hai the legeadHISP. ThaI is, an carlierproconsulate,in Citerior (?98).

“ A. Balil, Colonia Julia AugustaPaterna Faventia Barcino(Madrid, 1964),J.-N. Bonneville,
Rey.Ét. anc. LXXX (1978), 37 IV. (a lengthy study).

42 w SchulzeLE 70. Add now C. AtisiusPollio, praefectusof Drusus Caesar(AL 1955, 291).
~‘ Sae furthcr «Spaniards at Tivoli», AncientSocietyXIII (1982), forthcoming.

Attention was directed Lo «Sparsus» in Harvard Siudies LXXIII (1969), 231 f.; Roma,,
Papers(1979), 769.
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Asturica. She married a man called L. Lusius45. Altention hasduly been
drawnlo LusiusSparsus,aprocuraloral Alexandriain 139, andlo C. Lusius
Sparsus,consul suifecí in 156 or 157 (PIR2,L 442 f.>.

With this encouragemenl,threefurther ilems can be adduced.
1) Sparsuson a coin al Oscaof Augustandate46.
2) Fulvius Sparsus,a rhetor frequently mentionedandciled by Seneca

(MR2, F 560). Perhaps,like othersin the congregation,from Spain.The most
conspicuouswere from Baetica,but two or threefrom Tarraconensisshould
be conceded.

3) Sparsuswho owneda palace(alongwith avineyard)inside.the walls
of Rome. Martial addressedhim Ihe one poemonly, al a latedate (XII, 57).
To be assumedSex.JuliusSparsus,consulsuifeel in 88,otherwiseonly a name.
The íwo letterswhich aJulius Sparsusreceivedfrom Pliny (IV, 5; VIII, 3)
havelittle lo say, andnolhing to suggesta seniorex-consul47.

For «Sparsus»as an epigraphicrarity one may compare«Rarus»itself:
only threespecimens48.Or «Densus»,with only two, both in Tarraconensís
(II, 2815; 2818),whereasTacitusbrings in SemproniusDensus,a centurionin
Ihe Guard(Hist. 1, 43, 1) and the knight Julius Densus(Ann. XIII, 10, 2).

«CoeliusSparsus»disengagesa Tarraconensianalllnily in the consular.
Whatdoesit amounllo? Polyonymoussenatorsareresponsiblefor vexatious
problems.Adoplion or maternalascendance,explanationsdiverge. To lake
Ihe simplesl, binary nomenclature.In mosí instancesIhe second member
recalís Ihe molher. ThaI is sharply relevaní to M. Cornelius Nigrinus
CuriatiusMaternus(sufí. 83): on Ihis showingnol aCuriatiuseither by birth
or by adoption49.

As is abundantlyclear, Pomponii Rufl can occur anywhere.Por this
consularIhe solediscoverablelink is Tarraconensian(i. e., «CoeliusSparsus»,
Iakenfrom Ihe father of his molber or his grandmother).Leí it be accorded
provisionalvalidily. And a chancecould be admiltedthaI he is a brotheror
cousinof Q. PomponiusRufus.

One of Ihe inscriptionsconveys Ihe nameof bis wife, Bassilla (JI. Alg.
1282). The cognomen «Bassus»is extremely common50. It would be
hazardousindeedto conjeclurea relationshiplo T. PomponiusBassus(suff.
94); and, as will emergelater on, more families thanone of PomponiiBassi
shouldbe postulatedin Ihe lime of Trajan.

~‘ dL II, 2648, wherethe last threeUnes arereproducedas «Luci/Lusi/Asturicae>;andso
the lasí letter appcars(«vidi»). Presumablythe lady’s secondcognomen,«Asturica».

The City also disclosesLyde, síaveof Q. Lusius Satuminus(2656). Elsewherein Spain three
Lusi~ viz. 1003 (Cerel>, ¡490 (Astigi); 3479 (Carthago>.

M. Grant,FITA (1946), 167.
~‘ He is equatedwith <he consul in PIR2,J 586.
48 ~ Kajanto,Tite Latin Cognomina(1965), 103.Add C. Cornelius RarusSextiusNaso(suff.

93>, a proconsulof Africa (IRT 523).
~ It wasassumedby Alfbldy audHalfmann(o. c., 346 f.) that theoratorCuriatius Maternus

(the main characterin the Dialogus of Tacitas)took in adoption a CorneliusNigrinus. Better,
the consulargeneralwasthe son of a Curiatia.

50 About seventyentriesin PIR’, E.
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If Ibe tribe of any of Ihe consularPomponiiso far underinspectionwere
altesled,Iheir region might becomeapparent,andeven Ihe patria. By good
fortune Ihe nexí consul in the groupavows a tribe.

V. 4) T. Pomponius Mamilianus (100). Al Deva a dedication lo
FortunaReduxdefineshim as «leg. Aug.» (VII, 164= RIB 445). ThaI is, nol
governorof Britain but Ihe commanderof XX Valeria Victrix5t. Tberefore
towardsIhe endof Domitian’s reign or evenas lateas 97. Rapid promolion
by way of a praelorianprovincemight accrueto a legatein Ibis season.

Tbis man is found holding a mililary command aboul Ihe year 108.
Wriíing lo Max6ilianus, Pliny alluded lo «aquilasvestras»(IX, 25, 3). A
previouslelter showsthaI hehadbeenhunting(IX, 16). The provínceeludes
conjecture.Conlrary lo whaí studentsof adminisíralionmight be prone lo
expecí, legionary legales in Britain (or elsewhere) seldom return as
consulars52.

For presenípurposeswhat mallersis Ihe fuIl nomenclaturedisclosedal
Deva. He is [1’.] PomponiusT. f. Gal. Mamilianus Rufus Antistianus
FunisulanusVeltonianus».Which is more Ihan is convenientfor interpreta-
lion.

The Iribe «Galería»at oncebringsencauragemení.It canoften form Ihe
basis for rational conjectureabout aSpanishorigin53. Elsewhereonly íwo
provincial cities are enrolled in «Galeria»,vii Lugdunum andThysdrus.

Three ilems in te nomenclatureinvite inspeclion.Firsí, «Mamilianus».
Of ancieníandlegendaryfame,Ihe Mamilii hadIheir lasí known praetorin
206 WC. (Q. Mamilius Turrinus). Five Mamilii on Spanish inscriptions
Ihereforego backlo 10w classimmigrantstock.Oneof them is T. Mamilius
Silonis f. Praesens,a high priesíal Tarraco(II, 4227= ¡LS6934). Nol of early

- 54
date,andhe carnefrom Tritium Magallum in the far interior -

Nexí, «Antistianus». Both provinces tesíify. C. Antistius Vetus was
proconsulof Ulterior in 68/7 8.0; andhis son (sufí. 30) servedas legate
under CaesarAugustusin Ihe campaignsof 26 and 25. An origin from
Baeticais assumed(andpalení)for L. AntistiusRuslicus(sufí. 90)~~. Nor will

“ Thus JRSXLVII (1957), 122; TenStudiesin Tacitus (1970), 112; A. R. Birley, Tite Fasti of
RomanBritain (1981), 235 (registeringtwo recentaberrantnotions).

la RE XXI, 2342 Mamiianuswas describedas«Statthaltervon Britannienund Komman-
datit dey leg. (II Augusta]».

32 A. R. Birley. o. c., 29.
“ Even for SenecioMeminius Afer (lIS 1042),despiteaninscription at Carthagein honour

of his great-grandson(VIII, 24586).
“ The others are alí Tarraconensian,viz. 3371 (Aurgi); 6171 (Barcino), 4162 and 4388

(Tarraco).
“ A homonymwasmagistrateat Corduba(II, 2242). NoL noted in PIR2,A 765. His wife,

Mummia Nigrina (Martial IX, 30), can beclaimed for Baetica.
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oneneglecíIhe síation Antistiana on Ihe high road eastwardsfrom Tarraco,
taking ils namefrom a local owner of esíales56.

Finally, Ihe portentous«FunisulanusVellonianus».It recalísL. Funisula-
nus Vettonianus (sufí. 78), legate in successionof Pannoniaand Moesia
Superiorin Ihe Daciancampaignsof Domitian(ILS 1005).The rarenomenis
Sabine,so it appears57.«Vellonius»also turns out lo be mosíuncommon58-

Funisulanushad for tilbe Ihe «Aniensis». He received a dedication al
Forum Popillii on the Aemilia (XI, 571). ThaI town (tribe nol verifled) has
been taken for his patria. The document pcrmits a different explanation:
Funisulanushad beena curator of the Via Aemilia.

Ihe chanceofl’ers of someíhingbetíer,althoughit may seem remole. In
Tarraconensisthe tribe points lo Caesaraugusta,wherecoins of early date
disclose a magistrale called «L. Funi. Vet.>09. A citizen of thaI colonia
entering the Senateat Ihe beginningof Nero’s reign is no scandal.

Wbat then follows for PomponiusMamilianus?His father, or betíer,his
grandfather,may havemarried mío that family. Local bridesare often Ihe
choiceof municipal aristocratsbefore they havealtainedto successal Ihe
metropolis,with superior alliances.

Funisulanusleft no maleheir, so far as can be ascerlained60.Mamilianus
could not obírudeon the Fasti Ihe nameof the eminentconsular.He usedit
wherehe could, and he bequealhedit to his son (seebelow).

VI. So far five Pomponiiconsulsin Ihe period 94-100.For threeof them
an origin in Spain has been advocated,on various pleas.The next group
arrivesa generalionlater: four in the years 118-121.Por conveniencethey
divide into two pairs, Ihe firsí of which presenísno problems.

1) T. PomponiusAntislianus (121). He is palenlly Ihe son of Mamilia-
nus. Shortly before his consulshiphe governedLycia-Pamphylia.On the
monumental RhodiapolisthaI commemoratesbenefactionsof Opramoashe
appearsas «PomponiusAntistianusFunisulanusVeltonianus»(JOR III, 539,

14). Since the documentis a letíer indited by Ihe governor, Ihe style of
nomenclatureshould representedhis own preference.

An Antistianusa generalionlater is in dangerof being overlooked.The
subjectof the rescripíhe receivedfrom AntoninusPius suggestsIhe governor
of a province6t.

56 Like Palfuriana,the prcccdingstation.One is impelled towardsP. Palfurius(suff. 56) and
his son PalfuriusSura,a personof sorne notoriety (PIR’, P46).

Schulze,LE 86 1. Add FunisulanaT. 1. (NoL. Scavi1896, 105: Forum Decil, nearBacugno).
~ No specirnen in Schulze. In towns of ltaly, only CIL y, 751 (Aquilcia); 1780 (Forum

lulium), 2090 (Aquilcia).
“ J. Vives, La Moneda Hispanica IV (1924),82; 0. F. Hill, Noteson theAncient Coinageof

(1933), 83.
His~gniaCJf~i~r97 or 98 as is deducedfrom ,IE 1936, 95, cf. PIR2, F 570.

Cod. Just.VI, 24, 1: «qui deportantur,si heredesscribantur,tamquampercgrini capere
non possunt».NoL in PIR.
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2) Q. PomponiusMarcellus(121). He was legateunder his father, Ihe
proconsul C. PomponiusRufus. One of Ihe fragmenís al Thubursicu
preserveshis nameentire: «Q. PomponioRufo Marcello» (¡.1. AIg. 1,1282).
Qn anoíherinseription, after Ihe name(missing), was supplemented«cos.
d]esig. sodal[e] Tilio» (1230). ThaI a sonhad thaI seniority when his father
was proconsulis highly dubious.Therefore«pr. d]esig.>02.Hencea small fact,
buí valuable.Marcelluspassedin sevenyearsfrom praetorto consul.Not alí
were so forlunate. The intermediatestagesmight be worth knowing.

A Marcellus was on altesíationas proconsulof Africa (1.1. Afr. 591; IRT
304). Q. PomponiusMarcellus appearedIhe besí candidate.An inseription
recently discoveredbrings a revisionanda welcomeaccessonlo knowledge.
He was proconsulof Asia, lo go in 136/763.

A brotherwas legate along with him, viz. «C. Pompojjnio...»(1.1. AIg.
1230).The cognomenbeganwith «P» (1231),andapparentlyendedin «-tus»
(¡.1. Afr. 13). Henceperhaps«Potitus»or «Pacatus».The former is selecí,Ihe
latíerat firsí sight unprepossessing,buí nol lo be rejectedfor a senatorin Ihis
period64.

VII. And now, the secondpair in the group.
1) L. Pomponius Silvanus (121). Only a name, and no kinsfolk

discoverable.Conjecturewill add a son. A quaestorof Macedonia in 116
bearsIhe name«L. PomponiusMaximus Flaviusr. . .]ianus»65.The lasí word
can be read as «[Sil]vanus»66. As with C. PomponiusRufus (sufí 98), Ihe
son’s age indicatesa father not consuluntil about fifty.

2) L. PomponiusBassus(118). Likewise only a name, but sometimes
assumedasonof T. PomponiusBassus(suff 94). New andnovel information
hasreceníly turned up on a fine marbleslab at Albano:

L. PomponioL. Bassicos.
el Torquataefilio
Horatia, BassoCasco
Scriboniano,cos.
auguri, fetiali, sodali
[Tit]iali, praefectourbis
[fjeriarum La[tin]arum.

62 E. Birley, JRSLII (1962>, 222 f.
~‘ Reportedin Anatolian Studies XXIII (1973), 42, andadducedin a revision of African

proconsulatesin ZPE 37 (¡980),2 f.
“ As witnessC. Ulpius PacatusPrastinaMessallinus(cos. 147). For «Potitus>,,1. Kajanto,

a. c~,354.
As publisbed in .4E 1947,4 (Samothrace).

66 Thus P. M. Fraserin Samotitrace 11(1960>,51.
67 The inseription was published by S. Pandera,Rendiconti della PontWcia Acc. Rom. di

Archeologia XLV (¡972/1973), 105 IV., with photographand amplecommentary.Whence AE
1973. 200. Duly notedby W. Eck, RE Supp.XIV, 438 f.

~ Registeredon ¡LS 308 (Athcns). NoL in Lhe HA.
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This consul,ason of Ihe sufíectusof 118, demandsa small excursus,for
reasonsthat will soonbecomeapparenl69.

His social distinclion is declarediii a triple fashion. First, Ihe honorifle
postof praefectusurbi, heldwhenIhe consulsdeparledlo presideal Ihe Latin
Games on the Mons Albanus. It was restricted lo youths of Ihe high
aristocracy.Exceptionsare rare and remarkable.ThaI P. Aelius Hadrianus
was praefectusurbi (probably in 94) is powerful testimony to the influence
accruinglo a certaingroup in Ihe lasí yearsof Domitian68.

Second,Torquatabismother.To be identified as a daughterof L. Nonius
CalpurniusAsprenasTorquatus,Ihe consulof 94, consul for the secondlime
in 128. The ¡me wenl back lo Piso Ihe Pontifex,whosedaughtermarried L.
Nonius Asprenas(sufí. 6).

Third, Ihe cognomen«Scribonianus».Given te resplendenípedigreeof
the mother,it shouldlikewise reveal lineage.In Ihe reign of TiberiusCaesara
notable matchunited M. CrassusFrugi (cos. 27) lo Scribonia,with faleful
consequencesfor their four sons, amonglhem CrassusFrugi (cos. 64) and
Piso Licinianus, whom Galbachosefor son and successor69.

Two consularsonsfollowed in the next generation.First, thaI Calpurnius
Crassuswho conspiredagainsí NervaandTrajan in turn (so it was alleged).
andwho was killed by an imperialprocuralorwhenescapingfrom his penal
island in the firsí days of Hadrian (PIR2, C 259). He is identified as C.
CalpurniusPiso Licinianus ®fí 87). Second,Libo Rupilius Frúgi, now al
lasí acquiringshapeandsubstancefrom diversetestimony.

1) Libo Frugi, a consularnamedby Pliny as a speakerin Ihe year 101
(III, 9,33).

2) Frugi, discoveredas a consulsuffect of 88.
3) Libo Rupilius Frugi, on a lead pipe al Rome.
4) «Rupili [Li]bonis» recuperaledby a palmary emendationof HA,

Marcus ~, 4~t ¡-¡ence P¡R2, L 166: (?L. Scribonius)Libo (?Rupilius) Frugi.
From Ihis aristocralicgroup thereforederivesthe ascendanceof Ihe new

consul L. PomponiusL. £ BassusCascusSeribonianus.Al first sight his
father (sufí. 118), hadmarried a Seribonia.Qn Ihe inscriplion she is slyled
«Torquata»,andis identifiedas a daughterof Ihe emineníNoniusAsprenas
(cos. 94). He, it follows, had for wife a Seribonia.

Thenew consul,however,alsobears«Cascus»in his nomenclature.ThaI
evoked the enigmatic Cn. PediusCascus,consul suffect early in 71. The
maternalgrandfather(i.e. Nonius Asprenas)hadmarriedhis daughter,so it
was conjectured1t.ThaI is legitimate,andmaybe te corred inference12.Yet
«Cascus»mighl go back a generationearlier in IhesePomponiiBassi.

69 For Lhe stemma,PIR’, L (facing p. 40).
70 A. R. Birley, Historia XV (1966), 249 f.
71 5. Pandera,o. c., ¡14 f.
72 fle cognomen(nol listed by Kajanto) king not merely rarebut unique. TLL offers a

«Casco>,,a «Casconius»andtwo Cascii.Thecognomen«Casca»is confinedto a branchof the
Servilii.
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A different explanation could be proifered. The inscription happily
furnishes Ihe Iribe «Horatia».ThaI points lo Aricia. The family may have
desiredlo advertisean origin from primeval Latium. Archaic writers like
Enniuswerecoming back.Aparí from thai fashion, menmight recall Ihe line
«quamprisci cascipopuli tenuereLalini»73. Which, by Ihe way, suggesísthaI
PediusCascushimself avows anciení Latin stock.

A new consul has emergedin Ihe reign of Pius: for short, «Cascus
Seribonianus».The tribe «Horatia»enablesanothermemberof Ihe family to
be established.The fourlh nameon a decreeof Ihe Senalein Ihe year 139
slood as «Q. PompeiusQ. f. Hor. Bassianus»(¡LS 7190: Cyzicus). Strong
doubts could nol fail lo be conceived about the name as supplemeníed.
Revision conflrms74. This senalor is a Pomponius (and perhaps
polyonymous)75.

Pomponius Bassianusmay be assumeda close relative of Cascus
Scribonianus,perhapsa firsí cousin,his fatherQuintusbeinga brolherof L.
PomponiusBassus(sufí. 118). Also perhapsto be added to Ihe nexus is
PomponiaQ. f. Bassila, owner of property thaI producedbricks in the
suburbanvicinily of Rome76.

A further step was taken, not lo be commended.As parení to Q.
Pomponius Q. £ Bassianus(senator in 139) Ihe stemma annexed Q.
PomponiusMarcellus (sufí. 121), supposinghim a son of T. Pomponius
Bassus(sufí. 94f ~. Ihal cannolbe. Marcellus(wilh «Rufus»in his nomencla-
ture) is Ihe son of C. PomponiusRufus (sufí. 98), proconsulof Africa.

The obírusion of Y. Pomponius Bassus arousesgrave and general
dubitation. The Pomponii of Aricia assert social pretensions.L. Bassus
marriesaTorquala,andIhe inseription of his son confineshis public offlces
lo consulate,priesthoodsand Ihe funclion he exercisedin extremeyouth.
Although only a Pomponius, thaI son is enrolled at once in Ihe high
arislocracy thaI was contení with wealth and pomp and pedigree.Qíher
senatorshad to makeIheir way in Ihe serviceof Ihe Caesars.

T. PomponiusBassus,legate for six yearsof Cappadocia-Galaíia,looks
like an isolatedfigure. Let him remain in thaI condition. The cognomen,
althoughfol as badas «Rufus»,is very common.He might havecomefrom
anywhere78.To postulaleunrelatedfamilies of PomponiiBassi entails no

“ Quotedby Vano, De 1. 1. VII, 28: whencefr. 24 V.
“ 5. Pandera,o. c., 111. He madecareful inspectionof Gradenwitz’photograph.
“ Further,perhapsthcJsianuswho wasconsulsuffectwith L. Annius Fabianus,presumably

in 14! (AE 1959,38). Saepow L. Vidman(FastiOstienses,ed. 2, 1982),who suggestsQ. Antonius
Cass¡anus.

76 dL XV, 1376-1378:aboutIhe middle of dic century. Otherwiseshemight be adaughter
of O~ PomponiusRufus Marcellus (su]). 121), whosemotberwasa Bassilla (1. 1. AIg. 1, ¡282).

5. Panciera,o. e., ¡11, cf. (he stemma(ibid. 116),
“ Spainnot excluded.
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discomfort.EggiusAmbibulus of Aeclanum (cas. 120) carried«Pomponius»
in his nomenclature(¡LS 1054», with M. PomponiusBassulusfor maternal
uncle(2953, c£ PIR2,E 6). His tribe is «Cornelia».A C. PomponiusBassus
somewhatlaler (sufí. c. 196) has Ihe «Veturia» (VI, 31696).

VIII. PomponiusBassianusandCascusScribonianuscarry Ihe theme
mío te earlyyearsof AntoninusPius.It will besuitablelo pursueit unlil te
end of Ihe reign.

1) Q. PomponiusMaternus(sufí. 128). Apart from te consulateknown
only as the owner of a villa on llie bay of PuteoIi79. The nomenclalure
appearsindistinclive. Nevertheless,te cognomencould be broughl mío play.
This Pomponiusis Ihe first consul lo bearit. «Maternus»is very frequeníin
Spain. In fact, thaI phenomenonwas used lo refuteIhe notion thaI Curiatius
Maternus,senatorandorator, was a Gaul80.

2) C. Pomponius Camerinus(cas. 138). ThaI Camerinus held the
eponymatein Ihe lasíyearof Hadrianis significaní in itself.Origin, parentage
and descendantsare out of reach. The cognomen stood for aristocratic
descent,as Juvenal was well aware (VII, 90; VIII, 38). II recalled the
patricianSulpicii Camerini,extincí so far as known since Ihe consulof 46
(PIR’, 5 713), andScribonianusCamerinus(5 205), a son of CrassusFrugí
(cos. 64), andIhereforegrandsonof aScribonia.The consulof 138 may well
be related to his coeval,ScribonianusCascus.His own cognomentook lis
origin from ancieníCameria,a colony of Alba Longa.

3) Q. PomponiusMusa (suff. ?159).A homonymwas monetalis in the
last epochof Ihe Republic.His coinscarry te headof Apollo on te obverse,
on Ihe reverseeach of Ihe Nine Musesin turn8t. Only the ingenuouswill
fancy thaI his cognomenis Greek.Observete nomen«Musanus»82.

Qna btick stampIhe consul’snameis «Q. Pomponi Musses»(CIL XV,
1375). He is atíestedat Velitrae <X, 6568), alongwit Julia Magnilla (6584),
presumablyhis wife. She also occursat Tibur (XIV, 3716).

Lineal descentfrom Ihe monetalis is nol easylo credit.Ancienícognomina,
especiallyIhoseof extincí families, werehablelo be revivedandannexed.The
Pedaniiof Barcinoemploy «Sahinator»,which appertainedto Ihe Livii in Ihe
oíd time; andY. Julius Maximusof Nemausus(suff. 112) includes«Serviius
Vatia» in bis nomenclature(¡LS 1010).

Haste or pedanlry might aggregalelo Ihe catalogueT. Pomponius
Proculus Vitrasius Pollio (suff. e. 151, cas. II, 176), regislered as PIR’,

“ J. H. D’Arms, Romanson the Bay of Naples(1970), 223: discussinga leadpipe with his
name(Epit. Lp. VIII, 378).

80 Tacitus (1958), 798. Apart from the consularof Liria, Spain could showonly II, 954
(llipula>, 1109 (Italica); 2211 (Corduba).

~‘ M. Il. Crawford,RRC 1(1974).no. 410 (437 fU
82 dL Ii, 2100 (Interamna).Observethe equestrianC. Musanus (AB 1954, 163: Lucus

Feroniae),of early imperialdate.
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p 55g83 Generallyslyled «Y. Viirasius Pollio», he carnesIhe prefix lo bis
nameon bis earliesíaltestalionwhengovernorof MoesiaInferior c. 157 (AR
1911, 11 and SEO II, 454; Histria), and much later, after the second
consulate(¡LS 1114: set up by his wife). Forwhal reasonsasenatorwho was
adíectedlo Ihe patnicialeby Pius,who marriedacousinof MarcusAurelius,
assumedandkepíthis drabandindistinetivepieceof nomenclature,thaI is a
queslionbeyondan answer.

«Proculus»belongsalongwith «Rufus»and«Maximus»lo ihe six most
banalcognomina84.In default of otherclues (or to corroboratethem) appeal
can sometimesbe made lo an ordinary cognomenwhen it happens,like
«Maternus»or «Avitus» lo be fancied in cerlain provinces. Ihe hazards
inherení in Ihis procedureare obvious. Qn the olber hand, as has been
shown,«Reclus»and«Sparsus»lurn out on investigalion lo be much rarer
Ihan any might suspect.Hencea tempting recourse85.

Consulsengrossthe enquiry, andnothing can be done with C. Tullius
Capito Pomponianus,sufí. 84. A brief word may go lo a pair of ladies of
sorneminor interesí. Pliny inherited from PomponiaGalIa, widow of an
Asudius(V, 1, 1): asistersurely, handlyadaughter,of C. PomponiusGallus
Didius Rufus,proconsulof CreteandCyrenein 88/9 (AE 1954, 188). As for
PomponiaGalenia,who set up an altar al Rome in ihe year 107, she might
well belonglo a senatorialfamily86.

IX. The enquiry bore upon two clusu rs of Pomponii, five in Ihe years
94-1OQ,four in 118-121;andin Ihe sequelfour wereadded,between128 and
159 (including Ihe new accession,CascusScribonianus).Among Ihe first nine,
no fewer than five have been claimed fon Ihe Peninsula.The resulí may
appearparadoxicalin view of ihe dearthof direct evidencefrom Spainitself.
One is reducedlo invoking ihe high priesí from Caesaraugusta,1. Pompo-
nius Avitus, and Sex. Pomponiusfather of a senatorof praetorianrank.
HoweverthaI may be, Q. PomponiusRufus, Ihe parlisanof Galba, brings
somecomfont.

Thosefive consuls maystimulale (if it be necessary)sundryreflectionsin
generalon the rise provincial aristocracies.Galba’s proclamalion broughí

83 Thearticle in RE XXI, 2344 IV. is riddled with error~andthe parentof thebis consul(suff.
2137) is not ustedamongthe Vitrasii in IXA, 416 IV.

~‘ That is, going by thc evidenceof PIR. The otber three are «Priscus>,, «Sabinus,,,
«Severus,,. No accountis here takenof African proliferationssuchas«Fortunatus»or «Victor,.

85 And no calI Lo reiteratewarningsagainsta metbod which aL Lhc sametime makesappeal
both to te rareand the cominon.

86 CIL VI, 622.
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immediatebenefil lo Tarraconensisand lo Narbonensis.It was enhancedby
Vespasian.A long process,which civil war accelerated,was already well
under way.

In Ihe courseof Ihe nexí thirty years emergenciasboih mililary and
civilian improvedIhe prospectsof Ihe new senalors.Despilegenerosityin Ihe
allocationof consulalesearly in ihe reign of Domitian, a blockagecan be
detected.It may have contributed to retard the careerof Q. Pomponius
Rufus87.

Domilian’s warswere propitious for legionarylegales.When theyceased
in 92, various embarrassmentsof ihe ruler lent impulsion to intrigue and
patronage.PomponiusRufusmanagedlo acquireIhe province of Dalmatia,
hencehis consulshipassured.

Nexí, Ihe crisis of the imperial succession.PomponiusMamilianus legate
of a legion in Britain was in good posture,although,as in 69, ihe decision
restedwith Ihe army commanderson Rhine andDanube.

Yhe Fastiof trajan’sfirsí yearsproclaimhisadherents,in alí Iheir variety
of rank and origin. Spaniardswere lo be expectedamong ihe numerous
consuis.A casualdetail altracís.A new fragmeníof Ihe Ostiensescontribules
L. FabiusTuscusfrom Baelica,consulsuffectin 10088.

By the sametoken, Hadrian’s chiefallies andkinsmenstandas consules
ordinarii from 118 lo 121. Among the sufíecti is Ihe second cluster of
Pomponu.

X. «Spain»and«Spaniards»,Ihosearecomprehensiveterms,andalt loo
oflen deceptive.Baeticawasasmallcountry, easily defined,prolific in cities,
and in senators,many of whom can be detected.Tarraconensisis a vasí
conglomerale,embracingheterogeneousregions. To establish (or a leasí
renderplausible)an origin from Ihe Peninsulawill nol lake theenquirervery
far.

Of ihe uve consulshereinvokedandinspected,not onecanbeassigneda
patria. Deplorable,but no surpriseif someof them issuedfrom Tarraconen-
sis. Certain cilies yield a paucity of inscripcions,notably ihe coloniesCelsa
and Caesaraugusta89.Another factor supervened.Yhe successfuldeparled.
The life of a senatordetainedlhem andbroke their lies with the oíd country.
A group, mainly from Baetica,look up residencein villas al Tibur90.

s~ Or that of T. PomponiusBassus(suff. 94>, probablyof praetorianrank before19.
88 A hornonyrnwas magistrateat Ulia (II, 1537). Noted by W. Eck in RESupp.XIV, 117.
89 Thedearthat Celsawasemphasisedin Tacitus(1958), 791: discussingthe patria of Licinius

Sura. As concernsCaesaraugusta,leL it be observed that no fewer than six high priests aL
Tarracohave«Aniensis»for tribe: O. Alfóldy, FiaminesProvinciaeHispaniae Citerioris (1973>,
nos. 17, 31, 24, 45, 52, 54.

~ «SpaniardsaL Tivoli>’, ,lncient SocietyXIII (1982), forthcoming.
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Like Ihe rise of families, Iheir declineandexlinction fumishesinsíruction.
In Ihesepagesthree Pomponiii, consuls belween95 and 98, are assumed
Spanish.Two sonsfollowed in the nexí generation.Their postenity vanishes.
The phenomenonfinds parallelin olber new families, wheíherprovincial or
Italian. QnthaI notemaylerminaleamodestandlimited contribulionlo Ihe
constanírenewalof Ihe upper orden in Rome of Ihe Caesars.

RONALD SYME
Wolfson College

Oxford.



Inscripcioneslatinas del sur
de la provincia de Córdoba

ARMIN U. SnLow

En el presentetrabajovoy a presentaruna seriede inscripciones,tanto
nuevascomo ya conocidas,que he tenido la oportunidadde estudiaren el
marco de la revisión de la epigrafia latina cordobesapara el proyectado
suplementoal CíE II’.

1

Haceunoscuatro años,el albañil don SantiagoMuñoz Linares,vecino
de Carcabuey,encontró,al hacerobrasen la casanúmero5-7 de la calle
Capitánde dicho pueblo,enterradaen el suelobatido de la casa,una piedra
escritala cual se llevó a su casa.Luego fue depositadaen el GrupoEscolarde
estepueblo, dondese conservaen la actualidad(vidí 18-11-1982).

Se trata de una pequeñaana2de caliza local, de color gris claro, queha
perdidola cornisasuperiory que estámuy gastadaenla zonainmediataa la
fractura.La baseestáseparadadel dadocentralpor unasencillamolduraen
forma de5. Alt. 39 cm (17 correspondena la base),anch.22, grues.14 (base
anch.27, grues.18 cm). Letras2,3-2,7cm (T final = 4 cm). Los interespacios
entrelosrr. 1/2 y 3/4 (1,5 cm) son un tanto másgrandesqueelexistenteentre
los rr. 2/3 (1 cm). La inlerpunción, con las reservasdebidasa la pésima
conservaciónde la lápida, pareceser de forma triangular, aunquehay que

Agradezcosinceramentelaayudainestimablequemehanprestadoa los amigosdonJuan
Bernier(Córdoba),don Cristóbal Garrida Ortega (Cabra).don JoaquínRueda(Carcabuey)y
donAlfonsoSánchezRomero(Doña Menda),asicomoadoñaC. Puertay adonJ.L. Gamallo,
quemehanrevisadoel manuscrito.El mapafue dibujadopordon UweStádtler.Todaslas fotos
son delautor.

2 Si la inscripciónno lo dijeraasí,podriatratarsetambiéndeun pedestalparaunaestatuilla
de la diosa.

Gerión, 1. Editorial de la UniversidadComplutensede Madrid. 1984


