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1. Metltodologicalremarksandsaurces

This article offers a preliminary surveybasedmainly on archival material:
This shortsurveyis part of a project in progresson CastilianJewishleadership
at the middle of the fifteenth century(circa 1440-1475),a studythat will inte-
grateCastilian archival and narrativesourcesas well as Hebrewlegal and
homiletic ones.Here, 1 try to presentsome new material and, by the way of
example,to articulatethe relationshipof this Jewishelite with a specific local
community.We know that «awork of synthesisdoes not venturewherecurrent
scholarshiphasnot gone. ~» That is the casewith this particular period in
Jewishhistory,wherealmosteverythinghasstill to be done,eitherbecausewe
are ignorantof its main sociopolitical andintellectual trends,or becausethese
trendshavebeentotally misunderstood2 The generationstudiedhere is com-
plex to analyze,at least from a political point of view, when we take into
accountthe strugglesthat completelyfragmentedCastilianpolitical power
after 1464 until at least 1480, sfrugglesin which Jewswerenot absent~. The
otherproblemsfor the period 1 am studyingare either a lack of documentaty
evidence,or disparatesources,bothCastilianand Hebrew.

The usual grim view of the lives of Iberian Jewriesduring the fifteenth
century—as resultof the riots of 1391, the implementationof the restrictive

* Postdoctoralfellow, Centerfor JewishStudiesat HarvardUniversity.
1. Twersky.RabbiMosesNalunanides(Ramban):Explorationsla His ReliglausandL¿terary

Virruosíñ’ (Cambridge,MA, 1983),p. 8.
2 A broadsurveyof Ihe recentpublishedresearchno tate medievalSpanishJewry, mainly 00 its

sociopolitical aspectsand the unearthingof new materials,was preparedby C. CarreteParrondo,
«Lesjuifsdansl’Espagnemédiéval:Etatbibliografique(1965-1991),»Revueda MondeMusul,nan
ddela Méditerrande63-64 (1992):pp. 63-79.

As evidencedin theactive involvement in Castilianpolities by rabbi Yosef ben ~em Tob
around1457 (A. de Palencia,Crdnica deEnriqueIV, cd. A. Pazy Melia (Madrid, 1973),Década1,
book IV, chapter1, p. 82); nr by rabbi Jacoaben Nuñesby 1476 (Archivo GeneraldeSimancas,
RegisrroGeneraldelSello [=ACS. ROS],January26, 1476, t? 28).
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legislationof 1412 and the impact of the missionaryefforts in the period
1391-1414,and the way theseevents foreshadowthe tragic expulsionsand
conversionsof the nineties—hasto be challenged.Far from this perception,
the fifteenth centuryis a period of transformationof communaland social
structuresandof adaptationto new challenges—oneinterrupted,it is trueby
a suddenand tragic end. l-Iowever, it is a period that deservesto be studied
by itself,andnot as a sadafterwardto an idealizedanddiffuse «goldenage».

For the more concretepart of my analysishere, which focuseson the
relationshipbetweenroyal court Jewsanda local Jewishcommunity,1 make
useof the notarialregisters~. Theserecords,which arepartially preservedin
Madrid, presentcertainhomogeneity~. As far as local social andeconomic
aspectsof CastilianJewry for the decades1440to 1470,thereseemstobeno
other Castilian town with similar sourcesof the samevalue. In addition.
Madrid hasduringthesedecadesaparticular importancein Castilianpolitics,
being one of the favourite seatsof the royal court. One caution is needed
though making useof this archival material,in order to avoid confusion:
Castiliansourcesusuallyprivilege the portrayalof Jewsin their relationship
with non-Jews,ignoring in mostcasesdetailsaboutthe innerpolitical, social,
or religiouslife of the community.

The lack in both Y. Baer’s History andhisdocumentarycollection of any
substantialreferenceto CastilianJewrybetweenthe promulgationof the taq-
qanotof Valladolid (1432)and the beginningof the nominal control on the
communitiesby don AbrahamSeneor(1476) is very significant: This is not
only becauseof the limits of historiographyat the time Baercomposedbis
works 6. it was also dueto the distortionsin bis historicalreconstructionof
the period,whichhe characterizesin very negativeterms,andwith a teleolo-
gical thrust that leadsautomaticallyto Inquisitionandexpulsion k

My initial aim whendealing with the several hundredsof registerentries
relatedto Jews 1 transcribedin Madrid’s local archivesin 1989 was to find

Notarial registersor Minutas de Escribanosdel AyunramientodeMadrid it Minutas] of che
Archivo Generalde la Villa deMadrid [=AC VM]; four volumes between1442-1493.íhetirst but
erroneousmentionnf theserecordswas by F. Fila, ERAl-] 35 (1 899): p. 359, and afterwardsrepea-
ting theerronenusascriptionby E. Baer, Die Judenim ChristlichenSpanien.tirkundenund Reges-
ten. Erster TeR. 2. Kastílieo/lnquísítíonsakten(Berlin 1936) t=F. Baer, <Jrkuoden 21. 1 hope to
publishsoontheedition that 1 havepreparedof the registerentriesrelatedto Jews.

Almnost five hundred registersentriesbetween1442-1475,of a total of more than 5,000,make
referencetochesocial andeconomielife of theJews.Severalproblemsof interpretationarisefrom the
doeuments,for example,theuseof theChmistiantownnocatyfor casesof lawsuits betweenJews.

6 Thus in his tirkunden 2, the documentsfor this periodare scant(no. 285-323,pp. 279-336,
for che period 1417-147l). Our knowledge of this period of Castilian history hassubstantially
improvedin thelast thirty years.

SeeY. Haer, A hi.story of the Jewsin Clmristian Spain. (Philadelphia 1961-66M5722-26),
trans.L. Schoffman.1 follow heretheSpaoish transíation,which 1 considerthe mostup-to-dateand
accurate(transíated)edition of his work: Historia de losJudíosen la EspañaCristiana, trans.iL.
Lacave (Madrid, 1981). Chapterelevencovers(he period 1420-1475.The main issuesanalyzed
thereare: «Averroism»amongJews,thecommunalreformsby don AbrahamBienveniste,acharae-
terizationof theConversos,theriots nf 1449 againstConversos,the effortsby friar Alonso de Espi-
na to arrangean Inquisition,andtherevival of messianicexpectationsamongtheConversos.
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someorder in them. 1 startedout wanting to study a medium-sizedIberian
Jewishcommunity in the fifteenth century. Only after a while, did 1 realize
the relevanceof someindividualsliving in that communityduring the middle
yearsof the centuryfor Castilian andJewishpolitics in general.Whatseems
important to me is to stressthe relevanceof local studies to understanding
the largerpatternsof contemporaneousJewishCastiliansociety.On the other
hand, sorneeventsthat would seemto havea broad repercussionfor the
whole of the Castilian Jewishníjamas (municipal corporatebodies)have
only local or regionalechoes.

Indeed,the needfor greaterregionalizationin the study of medievalIbe-
rian iewry hasbeenstrongly arguedin recentyears 8, and anystresson stu-
dies of local and regional socioeconomichistory should be obvious—with
the addedrequirementof thoroughcomparativeanalysis,in ordernot to falí
into a parochialcharacterizationof the comrnunitiesstudied.At the same
time, the needfor a chronologicalinsertion of the Jewsinto the society that
surroundsthem andan analysisof their relationswith this societyshould not
be forgouen,takinghito aecountin particularthesocial aiid intellectualenvi-
roment.1 refer hereto the changesthat Iberian countriesexperieticedin the
fifteenth century,andespeciallythe needto understandthe new nobility-con-
troledsocietythat emergesin thisperiod,as well as its socloeconomie,poli-
tical, andintellectualpatterns.

We Iackadequateinformationon the vicissitudesof thecentralizedstruc-
tures of Castilian Jewry built by the effortsof —amongothers—don Abra-
ham Bienvenistethe elder, before don AbrahamSeneortakespower at the
endof the seventies;indeed,alí that survivesis a slight referenceto acom-
mittee chargedwith the distribution of royal taxes amongthe aljamas in
l450~.

From 1450 to 1475, at least,a sociopolitical struggletakesplace inside
the aljamaswith the emergenceof new dominantfamilial groupscenteredin
Segoviaand Avila. A comprehensiveanalysisof this struggle of thesenew
groups—which revolvesaroundthe rab de la corte orjuez mayory reparti-
dor de las aljamas(chief judgeof the coatiof appealsof the Jewishconimu-

~ Most recentlyby MD. Meyerson,«Religiouschange,Regionalismand Royal Powerin

Spain of Ferdinandand [sabel,» o Iberia aud dic Mediterraneanworld of tIme Middle Ages1, ed.
Li. Simon (Leiden, 1995), pp. 96-112. This authoris eorrect in his basic appreciationof the
wealthydiversity of [bedan cultures.Among [he tio<t pioneersin the regionatandtoca!study.stres-
sing the need for unearthingnew materials,we cannotforget the extensiveresearchdone by Spa-
nish scholars,E. CanteraBurgosbeing themost outstanding.On the otherhand,unehasto be cao-
tious,asthecultura! andpolitical diversity of [he late middleagesdiffers in manyrespectsIrom the
diversity that Wc can observetoday.Besides,elaimsfor thedifferentiationof attitudestowardJews
andConversosin CastilianandAragonesecountriesarenot supportedby [heevideneepresentedby
J.RieraSans,«Judíosy conversosen los reinosde la coronade Aragónduranteel siglo xv>’, jo La
expulsiónde losjudíosdeEspaña(Toledo, 1993),pp. 7 [-90.

Composedby rabbi Yi~aq Campanton(d. circa 1453), masterTimon of León, rabbi Yosef
ben¿emTob,the magnatedon Fraymabeo Xuxen andthesonof [heformer rab de la corte,YuQaf
Bienveniste;AGS.EscribaníaMayor deRetiras. Contaduríade la razón. leg. 1, f. 319, cit. E, Baer,
l’rkmo,den2. p. 320, no. 305.
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nitiesanddistributorof royal taxes)appointedby the king— is still a deside-
ratum. Proximity to the king, therefore,is an importantelementdetermining
the control of power within communalstructuresby influential groups lO.

But the new leadershipassociatedwith the crown alsohasto deal with inter-
nal networksof interestsin the local communities,led by procurators(local
or territorial, appointedby the aljamas),communityofficials, Torah scholars,
andmagnates.

The fading away in the 1440sof don AbrahamBienvenistethe elder,
who was so active in Castilian politics betweenthe 1420sandthe 1430s left
a vacuumthatwas felt sti II two generationsafterhis deathII; andfor reasons
still not clear, his successorsneverapparentlyachievedthe samecombina-
tion of religious pietism and political skill. After Benveniste’sdeath, the
royal court appointedthe ChristianPedrode Luxan,atrustworthycourtier,to
the office (traditionally filled by Jews)of juez mayory repartidor 12 —an
appointmentthatcausedprotestsandresentmentby the a/jamasthat resulted
in hisremoval 13 Behindthisparadoxicalappointmentlies, in alí probability,
the crown’s desirefor stricterfiscal control on thealjamas14

The aljamas representedby the procuratordon SantoAlpullate of Alcalá
de Henares 15 succeededin putting pressureon the king andobtained
Luxan’s removal from office before 1450. The communitiesthen elected a
groupof representatives,of which the crownselectedhalf —the samegroup,
in fact, that in 1450 was chargedwith the distributionof royal taxesamong
Castiliana/jamas,madeup of rabbi YosefbenSemTob, masterTimon, rabbi
Yi~~aq Campanton,the magnatedon FraymabenXuxen, andYuyaf Bienve-
níste,son of the former rab 16

For a comparativeapproachseeD. Romano,«Cortesanosjudíos en la Coronade Aragón,»
DesíierrosAragoneses1 (Zaragoza,1988), pp. 25-37, repr. in his De Historia Judía Hispánica
(Barcelona,1991), pp. 401-413,andspecificallyhis observationsno p. 405.

¡ ¡ As we see for instance o the chronicleby A. Zacut, Sefer Yuhasinha-Solem,cd. H. Fili-
powski (London, 1857; repr. with a new introduetionby AH. Freimano,Frankfurt, 1924),p. 226a.
Significant enoughis the sileoce that ZacucaccompaniesBienvenistessuccessorsiii the office. Of
valueare thetechoicalandcritical observations00 this chronicleby iL. Lacave,«Las fuentescris-
tianasdel SeferYuhasin,» o Proceedingsof the F,fth World Congressof JewishStudiesII (Jerusa-
lení, t972), pp. 92-98.Anotherdesideratumis a systematicapproachto the attitudesof theHebrew
auchorsof che ñfceeod,zod sixceenthcentones,bochcowards che Castilian countJesesanOlhejz.ece.r
mayoresde las aliamas.

12 Onthe appointmeotof the juezmayorde la corte by thecrown, seethetext of the raqqano
of 1432, publishedby Y. Moreno Koch, Fontes tudaeorumRegni Castelíae.V. De iure hispano
hebraico. Los taqqanotde Valladolid de 1432: un estatutocomunalrenovador(Salamanca,1987)

TaqqanotdeValladolid], chap. Ip. 26.
3 J. CastañoGonzález,«Las aljamasjudías de Castilla a mediadosdel siglo XV: la “Carta

Real” de t450,» En la EspañaMedieval18(1995):pp. 183-205,here 190-92.
4 1 inteod to developchisargumentin aootherplace.
5 Active in communalpolities as procurator,at least between1445-1455;seeE. Gutwirth,

«Treodstoward CeotralizationamongtheJewisheommunitiesin Castileduiing che lSíh century»
(in I4ebrew),Teudal, 4 (1986): pp. 240-46. A comprebensivestudy of the relatiooshipsbetween
thejuecesmayoresandthechiefprocuratorscouldbelpto clarify manycoroniunalissues.

¡8 do not knowof new generalassembliesof theCastilianaljamas,afler thatof 1432 o Valla-
dolid, onlil the 1470s;but this doesnot meanthat nonetook placein themeantíme.
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At this point 1 can shedsomenew light on severalindividuals, andtheir
respectivelocal social networks,both at the royal court andat the local alja-
ma.Two of them,masterSamayaAlubel andrabbi JacoabenNuñes~~hold
the office of juez mayorde las aljamas after 1450; both are physicians
appointedby the new king EnriqueIV as a resultof their closerelationship
with him. 1 proposeto study their local socialnetworks 18 alongwith that of
the «financier» don Fraym abenXuxen, the study of which hasto include
severalprominent«new men» of Conversoorigin, the magnatesAlfonso
Alvarezde Toledoand DiegoArias Davila, both of whom heidthe office of
ContadorMayor de Rentas(chargedwith the responsibilityof the royal
exehequer).Undertheir protection, in fact, someof the most representative
membersof the new dominantJewishgroupsstartedtheir careerin the royal
court.

It is preciselyindividuals within the communitiesthat remaindirectly
dependenton the king who are bestcapableof controling the communal
structures.This is what happensin the middle of the fifteenth centuryin
Madrid, a Jewishaljama under direct royal jurisdiction at a time when the
monarchyis strengtheningits powerunderJuan11 andEnriqueIV. Madrid,
in fact (togetherwith Segoviaand Valladolid), was one of the favorite resí-
dencesof Castilianmonarchsof the Trastamaradynasty.

2. Materjalsfor thecharacterizationof Ihe office of JuezMayor de las
Aljamas (Chic! Judge of the Court of Appealsof the aljamas). The
role of the royal phys¡ciansand the configuration of a Jew¡sh local
social network

Holdings of real-estate in various locations by wealthy court Jews in dif-
ferent locationscan be interpretedsimply as a wise investmentof their capi-
tal. Btu it alsoseemsto reflect te eourtiers’ needto fiad reliable lodgings
while following the path of the itinerantCastilianroyal court. Thereis some
evidencefor previousgenerationsof courtiersholding housesin Madrid,
such as for example,MoseRomano,a courtierof Enrique11 in the last third

<‘ According to the readingin Minutas IV, 85r (March 6, 1475), chis name sbould be read
Yufles. Although chisspelling eannotbe disregarded,1 continueherewith the traditional spelling
Nuñes in orderto avoidconfusion;but see F. Baer, Urkunden2, p. 59, no. 76 (Yahyaaben Yunez,
injerez, 1266)andp.235, no. 249 (gagabeoYunes,Sevilla, 1381);alsoJ.L.Lacave Riaño, «Pleito
judío por una herenciaen aragonésy caractereshebreos,»Sefarad31 (1971): pp. 49-101,here71
(don VunesAziz, Zaragoza,ca. 1450).Besides,thereadingnl bis own I-lebrew signacuremakesthis
spelling more likely; seeF. CanteraBurgos(con la colaboraciónde C. CarreteParrondo),«Los
repartimientosde rabíJacóabénNuñe>,»Sejárad31 (1971): pp. 212-62,here214.

¡8 Seethe definition by JA. Barnesquotedby E. Gutwirth in his «Elementosétnicose históri-
cos en las relacionesjudeoconversasen Segovia»,in Jevesand Conversar:Srudies itt Societeand
tite Inquisition (Jerusalem,1985) cd. Y. Kaplan, p. 91: «Bach personis, as it were, in touch with
eachotherand someof... [themí are not ... 1 fiod it eonvenientto speakof a socialtield of this kind
as a network. The image1 have is of a netof points,someof which are joined by mes.The points
of Iheimagearepeople... anótheunesindicate which peopleinternetwith eachother.»
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of the fourteenthcentury 19; or don Me’ir Alguadez,rab de la corte under
EnriqueIII at the beginningof the fifteenth century20~

In contrastwith othercommunalmagistracies,thejuez mayorde las alja-
mas was directly appointedby the king. The taqqanotof Valladolid of 1432
makeonly slight mention of the office. More significant is the policy of the
crown at the endof the 1440sof appointingaChristianto thisoffice.

A surveyof thejuecesmayoresandJewishcourtiersof the reign of Enri-
queIV (1454-1474)cannotbe undertakenwithout referenceto severalcour-
tiers of Conversoorigin, under whose sponsorship,the «new men» of the
aljamasaroseto power. Around two of thesecourtiers,Alfonso Alvarez de
ToledoandDiego Arias Davila, men like Yosef ben SemTob andAbraham
Seneorstartedtheirpolitical activity nearEnriqueIV.

Alfonso Alvarezde Toledo,a vecino (legal resident)of Madrid, is aíre-
adyrecordedin 1434 as royal exchequerof the king andthe prince 21• A sup-
porter of the constableAlvaro de Luna, he wasa relativeof FemanDiaz de
Toledo,the Relator22 He was the mostpowerfulprotagonistin local politics
ín Madrid during the centralyearsof the century and, togetherwith his
secondwife 23 appearsfrequently associatedin businesswith don Fraym
abenXuxen. SeveralJewsrentedhousesthat were his property andbe him-
self is recordedas lending credit to Jews.One of his sons,PedroNuñezde
Toledo,was a regidor in the town council after 1475.

Most interestingandrevealing,but not the leastdifficult to explainandto
rationalize, is the network that was establishedaround Diego Arias Davila
—anothercontadorof EnriqueIV— which includedJewsbothfrom Segovia
andMadrid 24

~ Evidencedby tocaldocuínentsin 1380 and 1399.

20 Seethe documentofAHN Clero,pergs..carp. 1363, n, 20, althoughin chis documentAlguadez

is recordedasa residentof Segovia.On chis rab, deadby 1432 (Taqqanotde Valladolid,pp. 75-77),
seethereferencesin A. Zacut,SeferYuhasin,opeil. p. 225b;Yosefha-Kohen,SeferEmneqita-Bakhah
(Tite Valley of TearQ, with rite Citronicle of tite Anonv,nousCorrector, ed. K. Alínbladh (Uppsala,
1981) p. 57 of the 1-Iebrew text; 5. Bernstein,«Sir tehilah gel =elomohde Piera li-kebod rabahgel
QastiliahR. Me’ir Alguades,»in Sefir YovelSinal (Jerusalem,5718/=1958),pp. 21)5-19; and M.
Steinschneider,Dic HebraeiscitentiebersetzungendesMittelalterv (Berlin, 1893)pp. 209-12.

21 See Crónica del halconerode Juan II, Pedro Carrillo de Huele, ed. J. de M. Carriazo
(Madrid, 1946), for the years1434, 1440 and 1446. TheRefundiciónde la crónica del Halconero
por el obispo don Lope Barrientos, ed. J. de M. Carriazo(Madrid, 1946), p. 186, mentinoshis
ascendancewith theking in t435. SeealsoL. SuárezFernández,«Unlibro deasientosdeJuanII,»
Hispania 17(1957):pp. 350-Sl, contadormayorof thekingin 1447.

22 The relator mentionsAlvarez deToledoasanexampleof a ennobledConverso;seehis Ins-
trucción del Relator al obispo Lope Barrientos, ed. M. Alonso, Alonsodc Cartagena, Defenso-
ríum (initatis Chrisrianae (Madrid, 1943). On the figure of this influential politician, seeN.
Rounds,Tite GreatestMan Uncrowned.A Studyof tite PalI of don Alvaro de Luna (London,
1986). pp.l

79-82.
23 CatalinaNuñez; on both of them and their pacronageof severalreligious foondations,see

PM. Cátedra,«Fundacióny dote del conventode la Visitación de Madrid de monjas clarisas,»
Arcitivo Ibera-A,ncricano47 (1987):pp. 307-29.

24 While not [he objectof chis paper,suchan explanationwould beworth having. Thus,accor-
ding tu [hecestimonyof a ToledanJew,Diego Arias’ daughter-in-lawwasuneof che benefactorsof
the local synagogue u Madrid by 1468; see C. CarreteParrondo,FontesIudaeorumRegniC~aste-
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The first juez mayor appointedby EnriqueIV seemsto havebeen his
own physician,masterSemayaAlubel, a former vecino of Avila, who aire-
adyby 1451 (andat the instanceof the still princeEnrique)hadbeenexemp-
ted by the king from any fiscal charges25 For the year 1456, the sources
recordhim as a residentof Segovia,with the sameprivilegesconfinnedby
the king. Fromthis time he beganhis ascenton the political scene,an aseent
thaI seetnsto coincide —at leastchronologically—with the political falí of
rabbi Yosef ben ~emTob. Between1456 and 1469, Samayawas both royal
physician andjuez mayor de las aljamas. He is recordedas doing business
both with MenahenCidre 26 and the previouslymentionedprocuratorof the
aljamas,don SantoAlpullate of Alcalá27

Samaya’sson, rabbi AbrahamAlubel, is recordedas residentof Segovia
in 1465; he also receiveda tax exemptionfrom the king 28 as did one of
Semaya’sservants,Abrahamaben§ayd, who was living in Toledo in the
sameyear29, Although wedon’t know what happenedto Semayaafter 1469 30,
we know thathis son,rabbi Abraham,was living in Madrid in 1472,afterhis
appointmentasroyal physician31

Anotherroyalphysician,rabbi JacoabenNufles, was ajuezmayorat least
from 1471 until the king died in 1474 ~ Beforethatdatethoughwefind him
actingas a municipal physicianof Madrid ~t As with masterSemayaAlubel,
he was also granteda fiscal exemption ‘~. He was very active in 1472 and
1474,preparingthedistribution of the tax for the servicioy medioservicio ~

As result of the civil war, he is severelypunishedby the new kings in 1476
with the confiscationof alí his property —he simply chosethe side of Ihe
Iosers 36, Surprisingly, however,soon after that date, in 1477, the town
council of Madrid decidesnot only to readmithim to the town, but also to
appointhim oncemoreas a municipal physician~ His medicalservicessee-

llae. III. Procesoinquisitorial contra los Arias Dávila. Un enfrentamientosocial entrejudíosy
judeoconrensos(Salamanca,1985) [=FIRC III], p. 61, no. lOO.

25 465Mercedesy privilegios, <cg. 9no. 30;cit. F. Raer, <Jrkundeo2,00. 307,p. 321.
26 April 22, 1462 (MinutasII, SOOr); in fact chis is thefirst mentionof hispresencein Madrid.
27 April 20, 1464 (MinutasIII, 96v).
28 AGS Mercedesy privilegios, leg. 103, n. 104 (November12, 1465);cit. F.Baer, Urkunden2,

no. 302, p. 321.
29 «MoradorenToledo», ibid.
31< Ibid.; that year,che king commandedchealjama of Segoviato pay him andhis sona grantof

money.
31 October9, 1472 (Minutas III, 521v). 1-le is also recordedin che same year as receivinga

grantfrom the king. lo addition, thereisamention (October29) of a particulardealhe signedwith
a Christianin Madrid, whenhewashired co heal theclient’s son (Minutas111,538v).

32 It is difficulc to know whetheran early referencein the Madrid notarial recordsco a rabbi
Jaco,datedApril 27, 1444 refersto him (MinutasL l

75v).
~ August 23, 1466 (MinutasIII, 217r).
~ ACS, Mercedesy privilegios, leg. 34, no. 20 (1471); cit. F. Baer, Urkunden 2, no. 323, p.

336.
~ SeeF. CanteraBurgos,«Los repartimientosde rabíJacó...,»citedaboyeo. 17.
36 465 ROS(January26, 476), f 28; seeF. Baer, tirkunden2, no. 328, pp. 337-38.
~ September6, 1477 (MinutosIV, 233v).
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medLo be worthy enough,in the eyesof dic tnembersof the town council, for
him to be granted—at a time whenthe otherJewsin Madrid were startingto
be subjectedto restrictions—significantprivileges~. After he died in 1488,
his son rabbi Vudainheritedthesamepostof municipal physician,which held
uíitil 1492. Then,as resultof the decreeof that year(forcing Jewsto choose
betweenconversíonor expulsion),he choseexile, only to return to the town
soonafter to continuethe samejob, but now as aChristian.

3. Madrid’s Jewisli aljamain its geographicalandhistoricalsetting

The northernpart of the kingdom of Toledo lackeda strongpolitical-
administrativecenterbeforethe fifteenth century.At that time, Madrid began
to assertits centrality—-in connectionwith its associationwith the Crown—
with respectto threeimportantcities: Toledo,Segovia,andGuadalajara~.

The first documentedevidenceof Jews living in Madrid, preservedin
Genizahmaterial,goesbackto 1053, in the Islamic period prior to the Chris-
tian conquest(circa 1085)4t>, It seemsplausiblethat, during the twelfth cen-
tury, the local aljama increasedwith the affluenceof Andalusianrefugees,
consolidatingits structuresuntil Ihe arrival of the Trastaínaradynasty (in the
1 360s). Sincethe secondhalf of the fourteenthcenturyfollowed severalout-
breaksof destrucciveviolence,outbreaksthat manifestedin riots againstthe
minorities, mainly Jews,and that accompaniedCastilian sociopolitical strife
or economiecrisis 41 Suchriots took placein Madrid in 136642 andagainin
1391 43; in the latter case,they led to the conversionof a significant portion
of the communityand tbe eventual dissapearanceof the aljama, which was
restoredonly at the beginningof the fifteenth eentury. In this restorationa

¡8 On March?, 1481, che local council exemptedbim froin wearingche Jewishbadge;seelibro

deAcuerdosdel Concejo Madrileño,ed. A. Millares Carló,3. Artiles Rodnguez(Madrid, 1932) 1=
LAAM 11, p. 79; on September26, che town enuncil grantedhim the «corral de los toros» nearthe
synagogue(ibid., p. 131); and00 November9, the enuncil allowedhiín to stay inside che town aud
outside che alreadysegregatedJewish quarterat night, in orderto make it possible br him to treat
his Chriscianpatiencs (ibid., p. 138); these piivileges weie ratified un ]anuary 3!, 1483 (ibid., p.
222).

M. Terrassc,«[~a région de Madrid d’aprés les ‘relacionestopográficas”».Mélangesde la
Casode Velázquez4(1968): Pp. 140-73.

E. Ashtor«Documentosespañolesde la Genizah,»Sefárad24 (1964):herePp. 47-59.
>< For a generalperspecciveof che issuesinvolved seeP. Wolf, «The 1391 Pogromin Spain:

Social Crisis ornoW, Postand Present50(19713:Pp. 4-18,and A. Mackay,«PopularMuvements
and Pogroms o Fifteenth-CenturyCastile.»Postand Present55(1972):Pp. 33-67.

42 Seeche referenceby thefourteenthcencuryexegete~emuel Sarsaibn Sinah,Meqar 1-la yyirn,
quotedby F. Baer, Urkunden2, no. 209. p. 200; also Yequti’el Lazi Mkenazi,ed. SeferMargaliol
Tahalí(Amsterdam,5482/=1722).

«~ The fatal consequencesfor theJewishcommunityof Madrid of theattacksin chis ycarwere
extensivelydocumented;atnong the Hcbrcw .sourccs,see the relerencesin liturgical poctry in O.
Pagis.«Diíges00 the persecutionsof 1391 in Spain» (lo Hebrew),Tarbiz 37(1968):herePp. 372-
73; andche referencesby rabbi &em Tob ibo ~em Tobcollectedin Selomohibo yerga,SebetYeitu-
dait, cd. A. .Shoharand Y. Baer, (Jerusaleto57071=1947),p. 119.
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flow of Jewish families from the Toledan region played an importantrole.
Moreover, therewas a strengtheningof the powerof the new nobility, which
reassertsits interventionand control of local politics, as in the caseof the
Mendozafamily, the mostprominentof the territory ~

SeveralfeaturescharacterizeCastilianJewryduring the fifteenth century.
Among theseare a deepsocial transformationof the aljamas(after familial
groupsor individuals convertedto Christianity, and with the formation of
new groupsmonopolizing the central communalstructures):a shift in the
geographyof the communities(avoiding big cities andconcentratingin the
small capital towns of seigneurialestates);and educationaltransformations
(the flowering of rabbinicalacademies).

Madrid was characterizedfrom the twelfth centuryby a predominantly
agramaneconomy;the developmentof the local textile industry took placeonly
after te fifteenth century.The city’s Jewishquarterwasoriginally locatedinsi-
de the walls in the Sagracompound>~, nearthe Valnadcigatein the northeast
part of te town, altoughthis locationwas abandonedafter the riots of 1391.
After the restorationof Madrid’s Jewishpopulationin the beginningof the fifte-
enth century,anew synagoguewas built in te Almudenacompound46• In te
1450s and 1460sJewishfamilies scatterin the commercialheartof te town
along Calle de los Estelos~ as well as in the areasurrroundingthe castle,
knownas ~<castillode losjudíos»48 Thisscattering,in fact, parallelstheexpan-
sive trend of Castilianeconomy—from te 1430son, a trendthat was due to
severalfactorsandis exemplified by the suburbandevelopmentaroundMadrid
ín te 1450sandincreasedconstmctionin the surroundingregion ‘u’, as well as
anincreasetn thecommercialactivity in themarket~.

~‘ During the secondhalf of thefifteenth century,the main Jewishcommunitiesof che region
—cxceptfor Madrid— wereeither underche seigneurialjurisdiccion of che Mendoza(like SanMar-
tín de Valdeiglesias,Buitrago, Manzanares)nr chac of che Toledan archbishop(UseTalamanca,
Alcaláde Henares,andTorrelaguna).For theseJewishcommunities,che mostiinportantstudiesare
thoscby F. CanteraBurgos. «La judería de San Martin de Valdeiglesias».Se/trad29 (1969): PP.
217-312; F. CanteraBurgos andC. CarreteParrondo,«LajuderíadeBuitrago,»Sc/hrad32(1972):
pp. 3-87: E. CanteraMontenegro,«JudíosdeTorrelaguna(Madrid) a fines del siglo xv», Anuario
del InstitutodeEstudiosMadrileñas19(1982):pp. 427-44and~sJudíosdeTorrelaguna:retornode
algunosexpulsadosentre 1493 y 1495», Sefórod39 (1979): pp. 336-46. 1 am preparinga mono-
graph un the social andintellectual life of thealjomas of Alcalá deHenaresandTalamancain Che
tifteenchcencury,with theassistanceof a grantfrom che MemorialFuondacionfor JewishCulture,

Qn the latemedievalseigneurialexpansion o the territory, seeMA. Ladeo)Quesada,«Loscas-
til los de la ComunidaddeMadrid. Orígeneshistóricos», o Costillar, Jbrrificociooesy recintos orn,,-

ralladosde la ComunidaddeMadrid (Madrid 1993),pp. 21-34.
~> lo theflfteenth centurythe town wasdivided into thirteencompouodsnrcolaciones,and the

subjectedterritory surroundingit into Ibur districcsnrsexmas.
46 Evidencedby a documentdatedSepten,ber17, 1402 (AHN, Clero, perg.s.corp. 1363. no. 18).
<~ Indeed.Jewish families rent housesjo the Calle de los Estelosin che 1450sand the 1

460s,
being the housesproperty of don Fraym abenXuxen and Alfonso Alvarez de Toledo. The cnt of
huosespossibly illustratesarecentsettlemencofJewishfamilies in this coínpound.

«~ After 1481, almo.scalí the Jewishpopulationwassegregatedaudconcentratedin chis last spot.
<‘ SeeJ. Urgorri Casado,«El ensanchede Madrid en tiemposde JuanII y EnriqueIV: La urba-

nizacionde lascavas,»RRAM23(1954):pp. 3-63
~ Ihis 5 alsoevidencedin che Minutos. For the growth of che Castilian economy,seeM.A.
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4. ThejewisbAljama: Its economicandsocialstructure

The lackof statisticaldemographicsourcesfor this period as well as the
necessarymethodologicaltools preventsus from obtaininga satisfaetory
answer on this important topic ~ Until now, demographicalrealitieshave
beenincorrectly determinedon the basis of fiscal data, altboughas far as
regutarfiscal distributionsamongdic Jewishcommunitiesareconcerned(te
distributions for the period 1439-1474are known) it is impossibleto have
any certainty. Madrid can be definedas a community with a mediumto low
degreeof wealth. Besides,it must be rememberedthat the Jewishcourtiers
andmagnatesliving in Madrid wereeitherexempted,or —as will be detailed
furtheren—in te caseof MenahenCidre anddonFraymabenXuxen, were
taxedtogetherwith the aljamaof Toledo.

The sameuncertaintyholds with respectto the descriptionof the alja-
ma’s socio-professionalstructure.From a detailedreadingof the notarial
registers,the needto differentiate two periods —1440-1462and 1462-
1475— seemsevident. Eachone is characterizedby a perfectgenerational
synchronizationof thefamilies andactivitiesinvolved; moreover,the evolu-
tion of the main patternsof commerceandtradecan be definedby the same
periodization~ Indeed,the importanceof certainsectorsincreasesduring
the secondperiod,mainly textilesandherding.This coincideswith the mere-
aseby the samedateof both sectorsin the Iberianregionaleconomies.Some
Jewskeepandsignificantly increasetheir herds,as a way of investingtheir
liquid capital ~ As for the textile sector—in whose tradeJewsare invol-
ved-— the townsof themesetanot only increasetheir textile production,but
thereis also an improvementin the quality of the cloths ~ Another way to
invest liquid capital was the acquisitionof mral real estate,andthe .lewsin
Madrid indeed increasetheir purchasesof this betweenthe 1440sand the
1460s~

Threefamily groupsare frequently cited in the documentsof the first

LaderoQuesada,«Economíamercantil y espaciourbano:Ciudadesde la Coronade Castillaen los
siglosxíí-xv,» DRAM 191 (1994):pp. 235-93.

Si For a generalCastilianoverview however,seeMA. LaderoQuesada,«Le nombredes juifs
dansla Cascilledo XVe. siécle,»Proceedingsof tite Sixtit World Congres.8ofJevrisit Studies(Jeru-
salem,1973),pp. 45-52.

52 As fax asCastilianeconomiepoliciesareccmcerned,1462 is akey yeaíbecauseof cheeffeets
of che rate decreedby Enrique IV; seeMA. LaderoQuesada,«Moneday casadepreciosen 1462.
Un episodioignoradoen la política económicade Enrique IV deCastilla»,Moneday Crédito 129
(1974), repr. in his El siglo xven Castilla. Fuentesde renra y políticafiscal (Barcelona,1982) Pp.
114-42.

~ 1 have many examplesof chis crend.Mere, 1 will give only one which seemsillustrative
enough:afterhe won an open contestin 1463, che [ovencouncil decided[o awardto Simon,a Jew,
the contractto supply 500 goatsfor che local buteheriesof ChrisciansandMuáejars,bis proposal
havingbeencheaperthanchatof his Christianopponents(April 30, 1463; Minutas III, 13v).

~ See P. Iradiel Murugarren,Evolución de la industria textil castellanaen los siglos Xitt-xvi
(Salamanca,1974),pp. lS-SO.

~ Mainly vineyards,but alsoarablelandsand orchards.
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period mentioned(circa 1440-1462), thoseof Menahen4idre, don Fraym
abenXuxen, anddon Salamonde Monsoria.

The AbenXuxenor Ibn So~anfamily is documentedas one of the fami-
lies of dominantnesi’im in Toledo from the twelfth century; manyof its
membersappearin recordsas residing or doing businessin the city. Three
generationsanda total of eight family membersare mentionedas beingcon-
nectedwith the magnate,don Fraym abenXuxen, who is active in business
andcommunalpolities between1437 and 1464 56, anda manwhocould well
bedescribedasa ~<financier»~

Don Fraym’sfatherdiedbefore 1453,leaving his inheritanceto his sons
don Fraym,Yu9af de Toledo,don Mose, anddon Ysaque.Besidesthem,we
know of two of Fraym’s sons,Yu9e el moco —a residentof Toledo and
representativeof its aljama in 1482 ~ , and don Jaco ~. Don Fraym him-
self was oneof the five membersof the committeechargedin 1450 with the
distribution in the aljamasof the royal tax of the servicio y medioservtcio.
He is active in the local marketof Madrid renting cattle (oxes) for work to
peasantsof the surroundinghamlets60; we also seehim farmingroyal, local,
and seigneurialtaxes, and both selling his patrimonial real estate61 and
increasingit by purchasingpropertiesboth outside62 and inside Madrid 63

His recurrentgrantingof credit —either in moneyor in consumptioncre-
dits— both to peasantsandother residentsof Madrid, Christians,Jews and
Mudejars alike, makehim the centerof an extensivenetwork of relations-
hips, as well as the image of skillful and fair dealer64 He also trades in
various goods 65 either his own, or as broker for someoneelse (usually the
powerfulcontadorAlfonsoAlvarezdeToledo).

58 Significantly enuugh,thereis no iniormationon thefamily’s activity in Madrid during che

seenodperiod.
~ Accordingto A. Mackay’scharacterizacion.He adds:«pero a mi juicio, laspalabrasfrance-

sas‘craitants” y “partisans” son másprecisas»,seehis «Documentosparala historia de los finan-
cieroscastellanosde labajaEdadMedia. 1: Una “información” deI23 deseptiembrede 1466», 1-lID
5(1978): p. 321.

~> Archivo Catedralde Toledo [= ACT<, Capilla reyesnuevos,perg. (May 28, 1482); cit. P.
LeónTello, JudíosdeToledoII (Madrid, 1979) [= P. León Tello, JToledol,no. 322.

» 1464, June21 (MinutasIII, 23v).
65 To peasantsof Alcorcón (districc of Aravaca), 1 ox, February25, 1444 (Minutas 1, 127v-

1
28i) andJuly 8 (Minutas], 210r);of Cetafe(district of Villaverde), 1 ox, July 2, 1444 (Minutas1,

2O7v); and Uxena(hamlet of Illescas,on che way from Madrid tu Toledo) 1 ox, June29, 1444
(Minutas1, 203r-204v).

6< Real escace o El Vergial. February24, 1449 (Minutas IL 30r); or huosesin Fuencarral(dis-
tr¡ct of Vallecas),January24, 453 (Minutas II. 314r-v); arable land lo Valdemorenda,Overa,
March?, 1458 (Minutas II, 401r-v).

52 ile acquiresrealestatein CarabancheldeAniba (a districtof Aravaca),August 18, 1444 (Minutas
1, 233v-234r);ButaraqueFebruaiy4, 1449 (MinutasII, 1 7r); Amaniel, September4,1449 (MinutasIL
l23r-123v).He holdsseveralhousesinAlcorcón (districcofAravaca),March 17, 1449 (Minutas11,42v).

63 He acquireshousesin checompoundof San Salvador,October9, 1449, (Minutas11, 154v).
1 wilI discussJewishcredit in Madrid in a forthcomingarticle.Consumptioncredicsareused

fur che acquisitionof cereal(wheac,bread,barley,rye)and building macerials(síates,bricks).
65 Wine, leather (corabras),unspecifiedpiecesof merchandise(mercaderío),as well as low-

qualiíy fabrie (sayal, chillas).
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By 1464 don FraymandMenahen~idre paytheir royal taxesalongwith
the aljamaof Toledo,a fact that illustratestheir autonomousstatusinside the
local eommunityof Madrid andte real locationof their economieinterests66
Another of donFraym’s relatives,don Mayr abenXuxen, a physician(ofhis
precisekinship with don Praym1 haveno information) is recordedasa resi-
dentin Toledo,but a procuratorof the aljamaof Madrid in 1446 67

Basedin the town of Illescas,but expandingtheir businessin Madrid, te
§7idre family group, of which we know eight members,revolvesaroundthe
active figure of MenahenCidre andhis wife Jamila.Menahenbusinessdea-
lings are recordedbetween1439 and 1466,the dateof hisdeath.He conducts
businesseither with bis father-in-law68 his brothersdon Salamonanddon
Davi 69 as well as by himselfi His recordedactivities includethe following:
farming local, eccíesiastical,androyal (alcabala) taxes;actingas abrokeror
beingan intermediaryin lawsuits; purchasingreal estate in Madrid ~ or its
surroundings;renting housesand arablelands 71; andowning herds(sheeps,
goats,andcatíle),for whosecarehe hiresChristiansbepherds72~

SometimesMenahenmakessizablepurchases‘t but heis frequentlyrecorded
being involved in lawsuits on fiscal taxes.He is recordedas making nurnerous
loansof goodsand consumablesto ChristiansandMudejars ~ aswell asselling
calves,grease(sebo),or fish. Sometimes,he emphasizeshis high economieand
socialstatusby te useof extemaltokens,suchwearingexpensiveelotes~

His sons Abrayn 76 and Ysaque.togetherwith don Yu~af ~, the son of
Menahen’sbrotherdon Salamon,continuedoing businessin Madrid during
the secondperiod.Not surprisinglyafterthe difficulties createdby the segre-
gation of Jewsand Mudejarsin a separatequarterafter 1480, the two brot-
hers ehooselo returnto Illescas~

~<‘ SeeC. CarreteParrondo,«Tributacióneconómicade las comunidadesjudías toledanas»,in
Actasdel IV CongresoInternacional«Encuentrodelas TresCulturas»(Toledo, 1988),pp. 19-34.

67 March 10, 1446 (Minutas!,300r-v).
~ March4, [446 (Minutas1. 296v).
69 A resideotjo Ocaña00 March 12, 1444 (Minutas 1, 142r) and October22, 1445 (Minutas 1,

289r), but o Madrid onSeptember25, 1449 (MinutasII, 1 32r-v); hewasalsovery active o busioess.
70 A corral with two housesin theoutskirtsof chetown o July 3, 449 (MinutasII, 90r-v).
~‘ Arablelaodsin Palazón(district of Vallecas),September25, 1449 (Minuras II, 138r-v); hou-

sesandarablelaods o Talamanca,July 31, 1464(MinutasIII, 137v).
72 He hires a shepherdand a zagal for his cattle herdon July 17, 1447 (Minutas1, 343r-v); the

shepheid,JuanPeresof Vicáívaro, is hired tu take care of his herd for six mon[hs: anothershep-
herd, Marcos Gonzalezof Villacascín,a resideolof Canillas (districc of Vallecas), is hired tu cale
for his goatsand sheepfor five monthson February9, 1453 (MinutasII, 328v).

~ 200 arrobas of merinowool no Augosí 19, 1449 (Minutas II, II Ir-y); 28 arrobas of fisb,
January4, 1453 (MinutasII, 297v); unearroba= 11.5 kgs.1

~ Pineboards.cereal(bread,wheat,barley), wool, unspecifiedmerchandise,aod leather.
~> Thus,he acquiresfrom a Chrisciananexpensivecoat for his wife Jamila. Nevercheless,con-

temporary]ewish legisíacionseeínsclear jo [hesematters;see che ruth chapterof [he Taqqanotde
Valladolid.pp. 93-97un cheinterdictiun nochewearingof expensiveclolbes,especiallyby watten.

~«October30, 1466 (MinutasIII, 239r).
~ July 9. 1471 <Minutas III, 332r);January8, 1472; September9, 1473 (Minutas IV, 25r-v).
~ Archivo Santo Domingoel Real, Toledo (November6, 1484);cit. P. León Tello, iToledo II,
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Don Salamonde Monsoriaseemsto be oneof the mostprominentmem-
bers of the local aljama, and his activities are frequently recordedbetween
1442 and 1464: He servesas ajudge(dayyan) in the financial quarrelbetwe-
en two iews in 1442 ‘~, alsoacting as oneof the representantives(maybean
adelantado) of the aljama in 1446 ~ and again in 1460 81 His role at thc
sametime as a guarantorof businessattestto his high social standing,as
well as healthy economicsituation. He also farms taxes andpurchasesreal
estate82 1-le ownsaherdof cattleandregularlyappearsbuying andselling in
the market 83 Probablythe most important information recordedabout him,
concernshis privileged relationshipwith masterSamayaAlubel, for whom
he collectsdebts 84 during the period that Alubel holds the office of juez
mayorde las a/jamas~.

During the secondperiod (1462-1475),wefind Abrahen4?idre as headof
the family business,which concentratesnow (at least so the sourcesrecord)
ín the tradingof cattle86 andfiscal farmings.Other new farnilies now appear
ín the records,such as the Curiel. Don Yanto de Curiel, trapero (clothestra-
der),his wife Dona andtheir two sons,YsaqueandLezar, alí devotedthem-
selvesto an increasinglyimportanttextile crade«Ñ Other traderswho occu-
ped themselveswith the samebusinessin Madrid are Abrahenand Vellida
Alcuzneni ~ Mose, Yugaf and Benjamin Mu9afir 89; and don Huda and
Hayn Lerma90

After 1481, theforced segregationof the Jewishpopulation in a separate
quarteris alsoimplementedin Madrid 91. as resultof this measure,the parti-

no. 1378. 1 don’t know the familial kinship betweeoMenaheoand don Muse (idre, recordedin
March5. 1446 (Minutas1,297v);nr betweeodon Muse aod Ysaque,Februauy 17. 1472 (Minutas
III, 416r-417r).On Museqdre of Illescasin 1487-91,seeACT, Obray/óbrica, cit. P. León Tello,
iToledo II, no. 1459.

February13, 1442 (Minutas1,63v).
ve March lO, 1446 (Minutas1, 300r-v).
8) Janoary31, 1460 (Minutas11,41Sr).
82 DecemberII, 1452 (Minutas 11,282v).
8:8 1-le buysa pack-mu]eGuachodealbaida) April 26, 1463 (MinutaslíL 8v); sells lineo, March

3. 462 [Minutas II, 469r). One of the local judgescommandshim [o paya fine imposedfor ooc
haviog paidChe alcabala (tradetax).

8.1 May 2, 1464 (MinutasIII, lOSr).
85 1-le may be che link betweenthe court Jew aod Ibe local aljama. Wc have evideoce br a

oearbydate uf ChetensinosbetweenAlubel and a local aljama, that of Segovia;see1-WC III, no.
231. Oneis tempíedtu recalí in [bis connectionche recurdsof Ihe allegedmurderin Madrid o 1465
of the ffiar Alonso de Espinaand—accordiog tu the inquisitorial evidencepreserved—the direcc
ínvolvemcntof DiegoArias Davila andSamayaAlubel o Chis political slaying.

86 He buysand selíslivestock(sheep,rao,saodgoats)and by-products(grease.meat).
87 On April 21, 4?? he joined with ocherJewish local traders in ordertu selí Ysaqueaben

Yacar of Murcia 1,000 “aras of low-qualicy fabric tjerga); Minutas IV, 144v. tone vara= 0.835
mecers¡.

88 Buyingluw-quality fabrie (sayal)andsellingabortones;Januaiy lO, 1477 (MinutasIV, 106r).
89 August 18, 1477 (MinutasIV,

221v).
80 Purchaseof lienzosandsayales.

“< Decreedat che Cortes ob Toledo of 1480 for the entireJewish andMoslem populacionof the
kingdom;for Madrid, seeACVM,Libro Horadado,48r-49v.
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cipation of Jewsin the local market is drastically restricted,and tradefor
mostof them becamedifficult. Thosewho could, chooseto migrateto other
towns,wherethe measurewasnot sostrictly enforced.Therewerealsothose
who wereable to obtainsomelimited «privileges»,as in thecasepreviously
mentionedof rabbiJaco,the physician.

Final remarks

My chief intention in this paperhasbeento presentcritically new mate-
rials for the studyof the history of the Jewsin Castile in the middle decades
of the fifteenth century. Two main issueshavebeenconsideredhere: firstly.
the importantrole of the Jewishroyal physiciansholding communaloffices.
andsecondlytheir connectionwith a local network of interests,as demons-
trated coneretelyin the notarial registersof Madrid. It is still too early to
offer a deeperinterpretationof thesematerials,however.At the same time,
thereis an urgentneedto exploreboth oíd andnew materialswith the helpof
the new methodologicaltools 92•

92 A shorcerversionof this paperwas readat che Twenty-EighthAnnual Confereoceof che
Associationof JewishStudies(Boston,December1996).


