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ABSTRACT

As is well-known, in Oid Englishtherewere severeconsírainíson Ihe lype of NP
thaI eould becomesubjecí of a passiveconsíruction,since only accusativeobjecís
wereeligible for Ihis function. In Middle English, however,new passivetypes
emerge,naniely personalpassivesof former daíive-governingverbs, preposilional
passivesand indirectpassives.Theaim of Ibis paperis ío examinethe frequencyand
distribution of te newly establishedforms in te Early Modero Englisb period, as
represeníedin Ihe Helsinki Corpus. Síatislicaldata audexamplesdrawn from Ihe
corpuswi!l confirm te hypothesisthaI thereis a steadyconsolidationof diesenew
passiveIypesin te periodunderstudy.

1. INTRODUCTION

Ibis paperexamineste degreeof consolidationof te passivelypes
available in te EModE period, as representedin te Helsinki Corpus.1 have
included,prior lo te discussionof te EModEdalaitself, a historica]oníline of
te passivelypes availablein te Oid andMiddle Englishperiods(cf section2).
Ihe aim of Ibis ondineis lo providea basisfor diaehroniccomparisonata]tus
help Ihe readerlo beuerunderstandIhe changesundergoneby te passive
constructionduring Ihe EModE period. Section 3 describeste sampleused,
ami seclion 4 analyseste dalaretrievedfrom it. Finafly, section 5 offers te
conclusionsreachedjo te presentstudy.
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2. PASSIVETYPESIN OLD ANO MIOOLE ENGLISII

21. Pass¡vctypes in Oid English

OB distinguisbed only two broad types of passive construction, namely
[he ‘personal passive’ and [he ‘impersonal passive’. The norm for OF was
[bat only a NP in tbe accusative case in [be corrosponding active sentence
could appear as [be subjec[ of a passive (Alíen 1980: 68-9. Bennott 1980: ¡02,
Mitehetl 1985: *834 ‘and Fiseher 1992: 383). Tbe resulting construction is [he
so-called personal passive.

Apart from verbs taking a single complement in [he accusative case, [he
following subclasses of OF vorbs allowed [be fonnation of personal passives.
To start with, [heroare verbs governing a donhie accusadve or/aud accusatíve -4-

a finito or non-finito noun-clause. Among Ihese vorhs are included verbs of
toacbingand verbs taking an accusative objoct and a predicativo adjunct In both
casos, only ¡he personal accusative object bocomes subjoct of [he passive.
Secondly, vorbs govevning an accusative + a genitivo, a dativo nr a prepositional
pbraso. In [be passivos of [bese constructions [he accusativo object becomes
subjecl of ¡he passivo, and [he socond olomont remains unalterod. In OF [llore is
no possibility for ¡he personal dativo objoct to become subjoct of a passive
sentenco. as is [be case in PB (Berndt 1989: ¡63). Consoquently, [he typo The
hoy wastoló the storv does nol occur in OF’: it would he made possible lator
on by [be disappoaranco of ah formal diftéronces between [be dativo and [he
accusadve. Thirdly, xrerbs govoming a finito nr non-finito noun-clauso and/or a
socond complemont surfacing as a PP. or as a NP niarkod for [he genitivo or
dativo. Wbonovor tbose constructions are usod in [be passive. eithor [he finito
noun-clause, ¡he non-finito noun clause oc an antieipaRwy pronoun aro fonud as
passive subject. Tbe second elomení ([he PP. [he genitive or [líe dativo). if
exprossed, remains unalterod. Contrary ¡o PB, [hero is no OB exaníple of [be
type he waspervuadedto leave carPí as a passive counterpart of theypersuaded
hirn Lo leave earlv, wbore the rocipiont of [he action bocomos subjcct of [lío
passive.

Togetber wi[h ¡he personal passive, in OF íbero are also ‘impersonal
passivos’ (cf Mitchell 1985: §749) or ‘subjoctless passives’ (cf Bonnett 1980:
102), two ¡ox-ms tha¡ covor aLt other passive fox-ms, wbieh do not bave a subjoct
NP marked for tho nominativo case. Tbc active constructicus allowing [he
formation of impersonal passives in OF. aro, f¡rstly, vorbs govorning a genitivo
and 1 or a dativo. OE verbs Iike, for insíance, he/pan,cwernanand beodan(van
der Gaaf 1929: 2), lake complemonís in dative and genitivo. As Iheso cannot
becomo [he subject of passives (Bonídt 1989: 163), an iníporsonal passivo is
usod instoad, wheroin tho active subjoc[ comes ¡o be governed by a proposition
expressing agoney, dic verb shows ¡he regular passive morphology, bul [he
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da[ive or genitivo complement remains in [he samo case (Benne[t ¡980: 102),
as in example (1):

(1) ,ECHornu. 510.7 (from Mitchell 1985: §849).
ac Marinus astahQn Pam sticelan hrofe ... uncí wws Pa geholpeniram
unscyldigumhuse
and Martinus ascended on ¡he s¡eep roof ... aud was ten helped ¡he poor
family.

Secondly, impersonal passives are also formed on verbs govorning only a
prepositional pbrase. Tho prepositional passive, tba[ is, te pattern illus~ra[ed in
The candidatewas voted fon does no[ occur in OF (Allen 1980: 69, Mitehefl
1985: §855, Borndt ¡989: 163). Evon [bougb [boro is groa[ controversy about
te reasons tha[ made it possible for [bepreposi[ional passivc ¡o emerge during
[he tbir[oen[h and fourteentb cen[uries (cf. Sec[ion 2.2 below), the Iack of
syntacflc cohosion between [he vorb and te preposilion it govorns is generally
consídered te main roason for ¡he non-occurrence of [bo prepositional passive
in OF.

2.2. Passh’etypesin MiddIe English

Tbe collapse of tbe OF case system and [he greater rigidi[y of word order
during [be ME period bas a twofold consequence as regards the passive
construc[ion. On [be ono hand, OE verbs [aking a dativo complomon[, sucb as
help or thank, wbich had only impersonal passivos in OF., begin [o occur in
personal passives in MF. As Van (br Meer (1929: 51) poin[s ou[, [bis process is
made possibio by [be disappoarance of inflectional endings, wbicb blurred ¡he
formal distinclion betwoen accusa[ive and dativo coníplernen[s and morged
[bern into ono oblique caso (Jesporson 1909-49,111:299, Visser 1963-73: §1935,
Traugoa 1972: 130, Liober 1979: 687, Borndt 1989: 164 and Fischor 1992:
384). Tbis new oblique object can now be plausibly intorpreted as [he direc[
objec[ of a [ransi[ivo vorb and be accordingly promo[ed to subjec[ position when
passivisation applies. Witness:

(2) Mandeville’sTraveís3-37 (from Van dor Meer 1929: 51).
ge’dbethonked.
God be thanked

Tho loss of [be intlec[ional contras[ betwoon nominativo and o[her cases
also brough[ about te mininíisation of the differonce between nominativo.
subjectivisod NPs and non-nomina[ive, non-subjectivised NPs in preverbal
posi[ion, [bese latier being ¡hoso occurring in impersonal passives. As a
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consoquence, alí provorbal NPs are now roin[orprotod as [be subject of [be
verb (Borndt 1989: 165). To [bis reinterprotation contributos [he fact tha[ the
person and number distinc[ions in [be verb, which marked agreomon[ wit [he
subjec[, are also gradually losí.

Ano[ber factor contribudng lo [he disappearanco of impersonal passivos in
ME is [be pressure of SVO ordor, whicb fur[her assisted in [be interpretation of
proverbal NPs as subject 2~ As Bernd[ (1989: 164) poin[s ou[, “TIxe more [be
pro-verbal posi[ion carne to be regardod as a marker of subjoct function, [be
groator [he ‘pressure of position’ becaine for a reintorprota[ion of [be originally
objective noun pbrase as tbo subjoct noun pbrase of Ibe passive sontonce. Tbe
formor OV(S)pat[orn was thus reintorpro[ed as an SV(O)pattem”.

Togelbor with the personal passivo of formor dativo-governing verbs, in
ME otlier new passive types emerge. due ¡o tbe fact [ba[ tbe OF. cons[rain[
wbereby only active accusa[ivo objoc[s coníd bocome subjocts of the passivo
no longor bolds in ME. These new passive types are [be so-called indirecí
passive and preposi[ional passive, which are discussod in Ibe paragrapbs tbat
follow.

As already men[ioned, the indirec[ passive does no[ oxis¡ in OF, i[s
emergonce dating back [o ME. As ono could expec[. [be loss of da[ive case-
marking assis[ing in [be developmont of [be personal passivo affects indirec¡
objocts as well (van der Gaaf 1929: 1), so [ha[ botb ¡he personal object
(indirect objoct) and [he direc[ objec[ are eligible to becomo subjoct of [be
passive in ME (Mus[anoja 1960: 440 and Es[ival 1986: 141), as in (3):

(3) Jakob&J(Bod) 229 (from Fischer ¡992: 385).
Nosneucre quene¿u &s Icudido so muelie ssome

Tho factors outlined aboye in connection wi[b [be omergenco of [be
personal passive are also responsiblo for [be omorgonce of [be indirec[ passive.
As already mondonod, intransitivo verbs taking a dativo comploment alroady
hayo a passivo in OF, in wbich [be da[ive complomont rotains its dativo case
and normally occupies proverbal position. 1¡ has boen arguod that, once Ihis
complement loses its case-marking, given its prevorbal position, it comes [o be
roanalysed as [be passivo subject (van dor Gaaf 1929: 61, Bonno[ 1980: ¡03
and Fisohor 1992: 385). Concerning [be indiroct passive, [he oxplanation is
very similar. It is froquen[ in OF. for indiroc[ objects [o be [opicalised [o [he
front of tho son[ence, a posi[ion which loads lo [heir reanalysis as passive
subjec[s (Kisbye 1972: 136)~. Van der Gaaf (1929: 64) illustra[os [bis procoss
with [be OF pattem meis not left one, rointerpro[od in MF as 1 orn nol left one.

Where [heproverbal NP is a pronoun, and, therefore, [he loss of infloctional
endings doos nol erode Iho distinctions da[ive-norninative, subjoc[ivisation [akes
longor (Fischor 1992: 385). According [o Berndt (1989: 165), indirect passives
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wi[b pronominal subjects are raro until Lato ME and appear by analogy with [be
reinterpre[ed indirect passivos with nominal subjocts.

In any case, in Late ME [be es[ablishment and regulation of [he indirect
passive was still ineomple[e, as can be inferred from Van der Meer’s analysis
of TheTraveisofSirJohnMandeville,atravol book wri[en in [be second balf
of tbo fourtoen[b con[ury. Ho s[a[es [bat “verbs govoming two objocts, ono
direct and [be otor indirect, aro only found wi[b [be direc[ objec[ as subjec[
of [be passive]” (1929: 51). This seems to indicate tha[ his construction,
tbougb already altested in ME, has a later consolidation.

As is te caso with tbe indirect passivo, Ibo propositional passive doos no[
occur in OF but begins to appear abou[ he thirteenth cen[ury, its use
becoming finally establisbed by Ihe end of [be fourtoenth (van dor Meor 1929:
51, Mustanoja 1960: 441, Lieber 1979: 671, Es[ival 1986: 172, Borndt 1989:
162 andOenison 1993: ¡25).

(4) a1400(a1325) Cursor 14216 (from Donison 1993: 126).
Rbi ,w &n ani i aftersend.
Bu[ now whenam1 aftersent.
‘But now when 1 am sen[ for’.

Thore is grea[ controversy about [be origins of [be proposi[ional passive,
scbolars boing of difforon[ opinions as [o which is [be immodiate causo of its
emergence (Denison 1993: 134-60). Iho mos[ widely acceptod view is [bat of
a s[mctural reanalysis wbereby the preposition enters in[o constituency wi[b
[be verb ratber tan witb [befollowing NP (Fiscber 1992: 386). The following
fac[ors hayo liten adduced as baving con[ributed [o an incroasing association
between the verb and tboproposition ~:

1) Obsolescenceof OE prefixal system.OE verbal prefixos served [be
purpose of turning an intransitivo verb-stom into a transitivo compound verb
(cf. rielan ‘[o dde’, geridan ‘[o dde ovor/to’). When Germanie profixos ceased
[o be a productivo systom, [he verb-preposition collocations carne [o fulfil
[beir func[ion (Bennot[ 1980: 106 asid Fiscbor ¡992: 386), as a manifestation
of [be general [ondoncy in ME [o substituto analy[ical construc[ions for
syn[hetic ones (van der Gaaf 1930: 8)~. Tbese nowly dovolopod cons[ructions
soon occur with a vory specialised lexical sonso (Strang 1970: 275),so we can
assume tba[ hoy bayo become deoply en[ronchod in te language. Bosides,
most OF prefixed vorbs are [ransitive and remain so whon [bey [un into verli»
partido combina[ions (Fischer 1992: 386). Consequently,[beso new V+P
combina[ions are probably viowed as still forming a compound verb followod
by a direct objec[ rater tban as forming a verb with a preposi[ional objoc[.

2) Wordorden I[ has also been claimed tal [he fixing of SVO orden wbicb
ís a consoquence of tbe decay of infloc[ional endings (Fs[ival 1986: 125),
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bolped tbe es[ablishmen[ of te V-P order in preposi[ion s[randing, with ibe
consoquen[ consolida[ion of prepositional verbs in general.

Mustanoja (1960: 441), Benne[ (1980: ¡06-7), F.s[ival (1986: 201ff) and
van dor Gaaf (1930: 1-21), among o[bers, provide evidence for [he exis[once
of a structuTal roanalysis of these V-4-P collocations in ME. The syntactic facts
outlined below are, according ¡o tbese au¡bors, surtace manifosta[ions of tho
fac[ bat such a roanalysis bas [aken place.

A) Prepositionstranding. Preposition stranding,wbereby[he preposition
comes [o be a[acbed [o [be vorb and is Ieft wi¡hou[ its NP cornploment, is very
cominon in OF (Fisehor 1992: 387), especially in rela[ive and infxni[ive clauses.
la ME [boro dovelop new preposi[ion stranding pa[oms, as in, for instance,
clauses relativised on [be object of a preposition (cf Alíen 1980: 224-31):

(5) clISO Ornn 461 ([mm Denison 1993:130).
8iss gode prest, ~tt we nu m~lennoffe.
‘¡his good priest [ha¡Wc floW speak of’.

Preposition s[randing brougb¡ abou¡ a posi¡ional association botwoen [be
verb and [be proposition and, consoquently, a dissociation of [be preposi¡ion
and i[s object NP. la MF, alongside rola[ive clauses with or without preposition
stranding, [boroare a few in wbich ibe preposi[ion is repea¡ed (flenison 1993:
¡33), as in example (6):

(6) (ai470) Malory, Wks. 1234.1 (Frorn Denison 1993.’ ¡34).
oíl thesbeladyesforwhorn 1 have/buglitenjór.
ah diese are ladies for whom 1 have foughí for.
‘ah ¡bese are ladies on whosc bchalf 1 have fought’.

This ¡ypo of structure seoms [o indica[e ¡bat ¡he connec[ion bo[ween ¡be
vorb and [he preposition was bit [o be closor in ME than iii OF, ami thai [he
roana¡ysis from V+PC into VP+NP has a¡roady [aken place in MF.

B) Sernantic unitv. The verb-preposi[ion col¡ocations cons[i[u[o a seman[ic
uni[ in MF and so can of[en be paradiginatically replaced by a one-word
transitivo verb. In addi[ion, [he níeaning of [be V + P combina¡ion is differcnt
froin [he sum of tbe rneaning of i[s par[s (Benne[ 1980: 106).

C) Coardinationwiíh ot¡ier transihve verbs. Another piece of evidonce
[ha[ bas been adduced as a proof of ¡be above-montioned reanalysis is [he
occurrence of V + P col!oca[ions coordina¡ed wi[h transi[ive verbs and
sharing [he same objoc[ (Bennet¡ 1980: 106-7 aud Donison 1993: ¡27-9). Tbis
is wha[ Donison calis ‘verb conjunc[ion’ 6 and is illus[rated in (7):

(7) al2SOAncr(Nero)57.4 (Frorn Donison ¡993: 129).
saul &t is & uconelhateS& hunte3e/terhice.
Saul [fiaris ¡he dcvii ha[es and hun¡s I’or[~pursues¡ her
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Ihe omergence of [be prepositionalpassive indicates [bat te NP following
[be preposi[ion is now considered a verbal complement in its own rigbt. Tho
occurrence of te preposi[ional passive, [berefore,can be in[erpreted as both a
symptoní and a consequence of te reanalysis of te y + P collocations.

Iho complex prepositional passive, tba[ is, tbe type V+X+P where X
stands for a NP (the housewassetfire to» adverb(stealingwasstoppedshort
of» PP <the problem was nevergot jo grips with) or pas[ participle (his
chancesofpromotion havebeenputpaid to), enters¡he languagesome 150
yoars af[or [he simple preposi[ional passivo. Tbe pbrasal-preposi[ional verb,
wbicb is a special [ype wi[b an adverbial partido be[ween te verb and [be
preposi[ion as in tbe pattern it was made away wieh, is no[ found in the
passive until much later (Denison ¡985: 202 and 1993:153-4); Visser’s (1963-
73: 2164) firs¡ instance dates back to 1502.

3. IHE CORPUS

As already statod, for [be purpose of s[udying the consolidation of [be
indirec[ and prepositional passive types in EModE, a compu[erised corpus bas
been used, [he Helsinki CorpusofEnglishTexts.The samplo usod in [he presen[
study is not [be wbole EModE section of [beHelsinki Corpus,comprising half a
million words, bu[ ra[ber, a solection ou[ of [bis comprising 153,000 words. Ibis
size was judged sufficient for my purposos because an overview7 of tbeso
153,000 words sbowed tha[, firs[Iy, ¡bey con[ained numerous instancos of
passive constmc[ions, and, secondly, [he passive ¡ypos represented in [bernwere
repea[edly encountered. In otber words, ¡hero was no indication that [he analysis
of a largor samplo would resul[ in te addition of signiflcan[ ins[ances, or would
rnodify [be proportional distribution of sucb ins[ances in any relevant way. Ibo
distribu[ion by ebronological subperiods of [he [o[al words examinod is shown
below:

TABLF. 1

Number of words examined por chronological subperiod

FI (1500-1570) 50,000
E2 (1570-1640) 48,000

F3 (1640-1710) 55,000
TOTAL FrnodF 153,000

As for [ox[-types, since tbe passive is, like any o[her [hema[ic dovice,
closely intorrolated with s[yle, 1 [bougbt it necessary to select tex[-[ypes wbich
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could providodata representativo of bo[b formal and informal se[ings, and also
of written and speoeb-basod toxts. Ibe cowus in te prosont study comprisos,
[bereforo, te following [ext-categories.On the ono band, aníong [be text-[ypes
classifiod as formal by [he compilers of tbe Helsinki Corpus,1 singled ou[
Sialutes, Scienceasid Sermons,as representativo of throe central fields of
discourse. The relevance of Sciencefor [be passive voice is obvious, since [he
passive is specia¡Iy significan[ in tbe description of scientific pbonomena. On
[be oter hand, among informal tox[-types in the Helsinki Corpus, 1 selected
Private Leaers,Drama and Fiction. Fiction and Drama were chosonbecause
[bey contain lively dialogues bo[ween cbaracters of [be lower ranks, and tus
can be assumed [o rosemble, from a stylis[ic perspectivo, oral rogis[ers of
F.nglish. As for Private Letters, tboy are usually ¡bough[ to oxhibit cortain
colloquial, informal aspects of [be language poorly represonted in o[ber
rogistors. Tablo 2 below provides the breakdown for [he[ext-[ypes studied and
[be number of words analysed in each:

TABLE 2

Number of words per text-[ype

STATUTES 37,000 PRIVATF LFTI?ERS 37,000
SCIENCF 25,000 DRAMA 19,000

SERMONS 15,000 FICTION 20,000
TOTAL ¡53,000

Tablo 3 below displays [he ntxmber of words exaniinod in eacb subporiod,
[he number of activo and passivo clausos fornid, and [be ratio of passive
construc[ions wit rospec[ ¡o activos. The count of active construc[ions was, of
course, rostricted [o [bose for which a passive counterpar[ would be availablo,
that is, ¡o [bose active transitivo construc[ions with an overt objec[ eligiblo [o
become passive subjec[.

TABLE 3

Number of words examinod, witb indication of actives aud passives and
of relativo frequency of passives wi[b respoct [o actives

3 WORDS ACTIVES % ACTIVES PASSIVFS % PASSIVBS

El 50,000 2,236 78.5% 612 21.4%
E2 48,000 2,550 77,9% 722 22.0%
E3 55,000 2,893 75.8% 922 24.1%
TOTAL 148,000 7,679 77.2% 2,256 22.7%
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As can be seon from Table 3, thore is a trond towards a riso in [be use of
[be passivo in tbo courso of time: in FI, 21.4 por cont of te transitivo clauses
in tbe corpus aro rendered in tbe pass¡ve voice; in E2 tbo pereentago of
passive clauses witb respec[ to ac[ive transitivo clauses amounts to 22.06 por
cent, and in E3 it roacbes 24.1 por cont. The data in [be corpus, Iberefore,
corroborate te general belief [bat the passive voico is more frequently used in
EModE [han in previous stagos of tho English language. In [he following
section, which deals witb [be analysis of [be data rotrioved from tbe corpus, 1
will try to ascortain wheter tbe consolidation of te passive voice observed in
my EModF. corpus and the consolidation of tbe recently emerged passivo
[yposaro parallel developments.

4. PASSIVF TYPES IN EARLY MOOERN ENGLISH

As was oxplained in soction 2.2 aboyo, Ibo impersonal passivo disappoars
in ME. Tbe passivo types available in EModE, [borofore,are [hebasic passive,
in whicb te direc[ objoc[ of an active transitivo vorb group becomos passive
subjoct, [be propositional passivo (PrP), and, lastly, tbe indirect passive (IP).
Table 4 below sets ou[ he numbor of occurrencos and relativo porcentagos of
tese various passivo [ypes,as illustratod in [be corpus:

TABLE 4

Passive typos in tbe corpus

BASIC PASS¡VE 2,172 96.2%

PrP 52 2.3%

IP 32 1.4%

TOTAL 2,256 ¡00%

As Table 4 shows,[he vast majority of [he passives iii [be corpus, namely
96.2 por cent, are of [be basic type. Ibon follows tbe prepositional passive,
wbicb constitutes 2.3 per cen[ of [be total, and tbe indirect passivo, wit 1.4
por cern. Table 5 shows te distribution of passivo types by text-category.

As can be soen from Table 5, tho text-typo wit te highost numbor of
basic passives is Statutes,a text-typo in wbicb 99.3 por cent of ah passivos aro
of te basic type. Conversely, te lowost porcontage of basic passivos, namely
89.5 por cont, corrosponds to Sermons,in wbich botb [be propositional and tbe
indirect passive occur witb relativo frequency.
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TABLF 5

Distribution of passivo [ypes by tex[-category

5 Total Basic Passive Pr? IP
STATUTFS 1,030 1,023(99.3%) 5(0.4%) 2(0.1%)

SCIENCE 415 401 (96.6%) ¡4(3.3%)

P. LEYI’FRS 364 329(90.3%) 19(5.2%) ¡6(4.3%)

SFRMONS 192 172(89.5%) ¡2(6.2%) 8(4.1%)

DRAMA 131 128(97.7%) 2(1.5%) 1(0.7%)

FICTION 124 119(95.9%) 5(4.0%)
TOTAL 2,256 2,172(96.2%) 52(2.3%) 32(1>4%)

Tbus far 1 bayo shown te overalí frequency and dis¡ribution by ¡ox¡-
catogories of te [bree passive typos found in [he corpus. A separate analysis
of each of [besetypes is providod in sec[ions 4.1-4.3 below.

4.1. Tbe basic passive

As was shown in Tablo 4 aboyo, 2,172 ou[ of ¡be 2,256 passives in [he
corpus are basic passives. Tbough [beir subjec[ always corresponds [o [hedirec[
object of an active transitivo vorb, no[ ah [líe corresponding active cons¡ruc[ions
are monotransitive. In some cases, [be corresponding active is a ditransitive or a
conípiox transitivo construction, as Tablo 6 below shows. Relevant oxamplos are
provided in (8)-(l0):

TABLF 6

Active constructions yielding basic passivos

MONOTRANSITIVF 2,001 92.1%

DITRANSITIVF (DO) 108 4.9%
COMPLFX TRANSITIVF 63 2.9%

TOTAL 2,172 100%

(8) For w¿thoutye geL son/ecomaundernent,1 wot¿ not ben your honse
shalbekept, ib,’ 1 knowno! wheroj’ te levyunepenyworth. (IQF LXX

CORP APLUMPT: 80).
(9) <md the tille of (\Donuna\) iii ehesenseof Civil 1mw, was among tite

(ARO,ncln gA) given to Wives.(IQF3 IRSERM..JFTAYLO: 16).
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(10) And whenthat a fine doth crosse the edgof ¿hecirele, then is it called
(Aa tordA), as you shall seeanon iii the speakyngeof circíes. (IQE1_EX
SCIO_RECORO:1).

Among basic passivos dorived from monotransitive actives, te following
constructions and vorb groups deservo commen[. Firstly, tho use of the
transitivo verb have.As is woll-known, .stative verbs lack a passive in Prosent-
day Fnglisb, as in ¡he vast majority of languages. Tbougb most au[bors agree
on [bis (cf., forexample,Lijes 1971:69 and Paimer 1987: 82), Stein (1979: 94)
and Quirk o[ al. (1985: 1391),howevor, claim [bat PE havecan be passivisod.
According [o Quirk et al., passive huye has a transitivo meaning[bat is not
present in tbo active, whicb can be paraphrasod as ‘to obtain’ or ‘to receive’;
furtbormore,passive haveusually appearsin thereconstructions, as in there is
little satisfaction¿o be hadfrompop music(1985: 1391). My EModE corpus
conrains up ¡o eleveninstancesof passive líave, a pattomjllusúratedbolow:

(11) (...) wherbygreatJeop.-dyhaveensuedancí irrecup”able damagesmuy
ensueif remedy¿he¡for benotseen¿mdhad(¡QE LSTA_LAW_STAT3:
6.)

(12) ifl2s ¿heAcre cannotbeha4 rather titanfalle, elevenshilling tite Acre.
(IQE3_XX_CORP_HOXIDEN:73).

Passive hovedoes not occur in titere constructions in [be corpus; bowover,
[be seman[ic connotation of ‘to recoive’ or ‘to obtain’, that is, [be transitivo
moaning alluded to by Quirk et al., seoms to be presont in tho instances of
passivo havein [be corpus. Tlíus, in oxample (12) aboye, te clause ~f12stite
Acre cannot he had might be paraphrasedas ‘if 12s tbo acre cannot be
obtained’. As for instances sucb as a rice time washadby everybody,in which
passive havemeans ‘[o experionce’ (cf Stein 1979: 94), no example was
recorded in [becorpus.

Also noteworty is te occurrence of two oxamples containing tbe modal
would. Tbis is significant because semantic differences sometimos show up
between an activo clauso and its passive counterpart when tbe verb group
contains a modal verb. Ihus, tbo meaning of te activo why wouleln’tyou talk
to John?,wbich can be paraphrasod as ‘you refuse to talk to John’, is different
from te moaningof i[s passive counterpar[ why wouldn’t Johnbe talked to?,
which means ‘John refuses ¡o be talked to’ (cf. Stein 1979: 38). Two cases
like theso wore found in the corpus, namely:

(13) titree orfour timeswentheetitUbe,’, ant! still siteewould notbeespoken
withall: (IQE2 NI_FICT_DELONEY: 39).

(¡4) 1 ¡ove Hunting, tuL won’d not, Iike (Acteon» be entennp hy my own
Dogs; (IQF3 XX_COME_FARQUI-IA: 33).
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In [beso sentonces ¡he modal meaning of wouldrofors to dio subjec[ of [he
modal auxiliary. ‘mus, in (13) it is [he subject shee[bat refines tobe ¡alked [o by
anyono. The active countorpar[, someone wouldnot speakto ¡lcr would bayo a
different meaning, sinco there would be a shift in dio seope of [be modal, from
shee[o someone.Tbe ebange in [he scope of woulel also accoun[s for [be
seman[ic difference observed betwoen (14) and its eorrosponding active
counterpart, ¡ lovehurntingbut iny ownc/ogswouldnot ecL¡re.

4.2. The indireet passive

Earlior in [bis papor, 1 pointed ou[ bat [he indirect passive, in wbicb ¡he 10
in an active ditransitive construction becomes passivo subject, was not available
ín [he language ¡iii Late ME times. Since tben, active ditransitivo s[ructuros
could yield two passive coun[erpar[s, deponding on wbetber passivisa¡ion
applied [o [he DO or [o [he 10. In my F.ModF. corpus, this laner possibihi[y, [he
indirec[ passive, occurs 32 ¡imes, wbich constitute 1.4 por cen[ of [be passive
clauses (cf Tablo 4 aboye). Table 7 below provides [be distribution of indirect
passives by cbronological subperiods and their percentage witb respec[ o [he
total number of passivos in each subperiod.

TABLE 7

Cheonological distribution of indirect passives

7 ___ TOTAL IP

El 612 4(0.6%)
F2 722 15 (2.07%)
F3 922 13 (1.4%)
TOTAL ____ 2,256 ____ 32(1.4%

)

Tbe percentages in Table 7 show ta[ boro is a nse in use for te recen[Iy
established indirect passive: while in [be tirst subperiod it only amounts to (1.6
por cent of ah passives, in the last periods [bis figure doubles. Tbis progressive
acceptance of transforma[ions wi[h [be indiroc[ object of [he corresponding
activo taking on te subjec[ rolo derives, according [o Strang (1970: 151), from
[he inodem [endoncy [o prefer buman, aud among [bern first person, subjoc[s,
ifpossible (seo also Jespersen 1909-49, III: 30 1-2). It is fox- this roason, Strang
argues, [bat in PF., unlike in EModE. indiroct passives are imposod on rnos[
ditransitive sentencos (cf. also Quirk ot al. 1985: 727). The tendency through
[he history of Fnglisb, [berefore, bas been towards a s[eady increase in [he
froquency of indiroc[ passives.
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In order to check wbicb of [be two objects in a ditransitive siructure was
more likely ir be singled out as passive subject in [be corpus, 1 compared [be
number of indirect passives with [he numbor of passives formed frorn ditransitive
activos whicb bad [beDO as subject. ‘me resul[s are given in TaSio 8 ~.

TABLE 8

Passive from ditransitive actives

8 El F2 F3 TOTAL

DITRANSTIVIE PASSIVF 43 50 47 140
10 As SUBJECT 4(9.3%) 15(30.0%) 13(27.6%) 32(22.8%)
DO AS SUBJECT 39 (90.6% 35 (70.0%) 34(72.3%) 108 (77.1%

)

Table 8 sbows thai Ibe DO appoars as passive subject more often [han [be
lO (77.1 per cent as against 22.8 por coní, respectively), ihus confirrning [be
findings of Sóderlind (1951-58), Kisbyo (1952), Visser (¡963-73), Strang
(1970), Denison (1993) and Moessner (1994) thai in the early siagos of [be
devolopmen¡of passives from ditransitive structuros, benefactives were less
commonlypromotod [o subjectposition by passivisation [han direct objects. As
Strang(1970: 151) notes, “‘mus, thougb we understand them, we would hardly
now produce sucb passive structures as Sbakespeare’s attorney~are deny‘ti me
or it was Lo/el me or Bacon’s Ther wasgiven us... In oacb case ibe normal
modern form would use flrst person pronoun (trasisformed indiroct object) as
subject.” In [bis respect, [hebebaviour of Lelí as a passive ditransitivo verb in te
corpus is no[eworthy. Tboro aro only two instances: ono corresponds to [he case
ched by Strang (15). wi[b tbe DO as subjecí, asid [be o[her [o [bekind of passive
we would expect in PE: [bat wi[b [be JO as subject (16). As might hayo beon
expected, ¡be f¡rst dates back [o FI, ihe second to F.3.

(15) Comeonfellow it it tolde me ¿hou art a sitrew iwysse,Thy ne¿ghbours
hensy=u~ Lakest,ant! playesLhe twa leggedfoxeTheir chikens& Lheir
caporis to, & now ant! Liten Liteir Cocía. (IQEI XX COME_STFVFNS:
54).

(16) 1 wasLoiti Lhis daytitat tite heralds Izadyeta quarLer of titeir workLo do:
(¡QF3_XX_CORPANHATFO: 98).

Sódorlind(1951-58: 24) makes ¡be same claim in te ligh[ of[be evidence
from Jobn Dryden’s prose, namely thai passives of ditransitive verbs in
EModE normally bayo tbe DO, ratber [ban te 10, as subject. He concludos
tbat in ModE [be passive of ditransitivos wi[b the direcí objectas subject is
more in favour ¡ban nowadays. To illustrate tbis be adducos examplos like
(17)(1951-58:23):
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(17) XIII Sat 15
Now ~fit may bepenniltedme Lo go bockagain Lo ¿heconsideraLionof
ep¿cpoetrv

Hero te verb permit is used in the direc[ passive, a construction [bat would
be bigbly unhikely in PE. This verb does not occur as a ditransitivo verb in my
corpus (it does so as a monotransitive verb, howovor, ), bu[ aI¿ow, which is
botb syntactically and somantically very similar, appoars 3 times ín a
ditransitive passive construction, asid ah of [bernbaving ibo DO as subject, as
illustrated in (18). My findings, once more, coincido witb those of Sódorhind.

(¡8) ant! tIze orherhalfe to suchpersonorp—sonsas sitail sue or intórmefor
Lite sameiii city Court of Recorde, by Action of DebteBuí flainle or
Informasion, whereinno EssoyneProtectionor Wagerof Laweshellbe
ollowedto tizo Defendant.(¡QE2 STA_LAW_STAT4: 19).

My data confirm, [herofore,[bat it is stiut [be passive witi’> [be DO as subjec[
bat provails. However, as alroady mentionod in connection wi[h Table 7, [he
indiroct passive becomos gradually more froquoní, wbich suggests [bat [bis
recently estabhisbed forrn is undergoing a process of stoady consolidation in
EModE. 1 concur with Kisbye (1972: 136), [hereforo, in claiming [bat, dospite
[he fact [hat sorne exainples hayo been recorded in ME, [he indirec¡ passivo is
essentially an EModE development.

According to Moessner (1994: 226), te riso of [he indiroc[ passivo during
EModE is obvious, yeí vo¡y slow. In ber view, [be reason wby it took so long
(over fIve conturies, rougbly) for indirect passives [o become ostablishod is dio
fact that EModE roaders/listeners could vory oasily misinterprot it: “Whon
confronted witb an expression like he was given a present, [he [EModE]
roader/listoner [ends ¡o analyse [be subject as [be goal of [be action deno¡ed by
[he verb, and it is only fairíy late [bat he recognises that ibis analysis is no[
corroct; [be subjoct is not [be goal, but [he beneficiary.” Tbe indirect passive,
terefore, could be subject to wrong analyses on [be pan of the reader/listener,
whicli made this structure, according to Moessnor, highly unpopular. In
addition, Visser (1963-73: § ¡974) and Denison (1993: 112) contend [bat, from
ibo eighteenth century onwards, [he indirec[ passivo was generally stigmatised,
whicb further stowed down te establisbment of[bis construction.

In my corpus, passives derived from ditransitive actives exhibit a variety of
clause pattems. Table 9 below sets ou[ ibe pat[ems found for passives wit [he
DO as subject. It shows [bat, in passives wi¡h tbe DO as subjoct, [be 10 is most
commonly reahised by means of a PP, as illustratod in example (¡9) below.

(19) Ant!for as longetymeos theysitoil receyveWag”for theyrntitis payment
to he madeunto (he seidretynuesand eAvySouldeourof (he sorneof
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titeire Capteynsant! Petycapteynsalí ways wi¿hin vj daies. (QE ¡ _STA

LAW_STAT3: 6).

TABLE 9

Category of [be JO in passives witb tbe DO as subject

9 iO=PP IO=NP

FI 36(92.3%) 3(7.6%)
F2 31(88.5%) 4(11.4%)
E3 31(88.5%) 3(11.4%)
TOTAL 98 (89.9%) 10(10.09%

)

Tbe pa[tem shown in (20), in wbich [be DO is subject and the JO has [be
form of a NP, amounts [o only 10.09 por cent ofte total.

(20) so ¿hatwhatmy LaundressehatIz Izad overpiustite ias¿ Quarter, sitalí be
abatedher for so much of Lhis QuarLer; (IQE3 XX_CORP_STRYPE:
67).

In passives wit te indirect objoct as subjoct. [he DO can surface as a to-
infinitivo clause, that-clause, wh-clause or NP. Table 10 provides [be figures
for [bosepatíems and [beir disíribution by chronoíogical subperiods. Re¡ovan[
examples aro given in (21)-(24).

(21) Mi’ mmd is wirh titee howsoever 1 am forced to be absentfrom Thee.
(¡QE3_XX_CORP_HOXIDEN:71).

(22) To LIsis ¡ was answered,that though the Xynge wol.degilie me licence
vnderhis tetterspatení,yetwolde it not serneagainsttite statue.(¡QE1
XX_CORP_MORELET:103).

(23) Rut weare taugitt in tIsis place,Izow the~4post1esspakea/so of enimies,
whom as yet they had not seen,describedafamily of me” as yet
vnheardof (IQF2_IR_SFRM_HOOKER:3).

(24) 1 presumeyou wereshewedy=e= fine thingsy=r= fatiter brought me:
(¡QE3_XX_CORP_EHA’ITON:101).

TABLE 10

Category of ihe DO in passives with [be JOas subject

10 TO-INF CLAUSE THAT-CLAUSE WH-CLAUSE NOUN PHRASE

El 2(50.0%) 1(25.0%) 1(25.0%) —

E2 9 (60.0%) 1(6.6%) 5 (33.3%)
E3 6(46.1%) 2(15.3%) 1(7.6%) 4(30.7%)

TOTAL 17(53.1%) 4(12.5%) 7(21.8%) 4(12.5%)
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As shown in Table 10, in the great majority of passivos with the 10
subject, [be DO is a clause. Such complornents canno[ be passivised, since
clausal objec[s cannot be promoted ¡o subjec[ position [hrougb passivisa[ion.
The indiroc[ passive is, [herefore, usod instead.

To surn up, the incroasingfrequencywitb wbich Uit indirectpassiveoccurs
in [be corpus proves [bat ¡be consolidation of [bis passivo ¡ype [akos place in
EModE (cf. TaSio 7). However, ¡he corpus also sbows [bat, contrary [o PEE, [he
promotion of DOs to subject was still proferred over [bat of lOs (cf Table 8),
wbicb is not surprising given [he shor[ his[ory of [be indirec¡ passive by EModE
times.

4.3. The prepositional passive

It is genera¡ly agreod [bat [be increase in use is groator for [he prepositional
passivo [han for [be indirect passive in EModE (Trnka 1930: 62-3). According
[o Sódertind (1951-58: 24-26), for instanco, [he prepositional passive is very
frequont¡y rne[ with in John Dryden’s prose, whi¡e ¡he indirect passive, as 1 hayo
jus montioned, is not used so frequen¡Iy. Indeed,¡hero is a remarkablo riso for
[be propositional passive in my corpus, as is sbown in Table II bo¡ow:

TABLEE ¡ ¡

Distribution of prepositional passivos by chronological subperiods

11 PASIVES PrP

El 6¡2 6(0.9%)

E2 722 24(3.3%)

E3 922 22(2.3%)

TOTAL 2,256 52(2.3%)

iust as wi[h [be indirect passivo, [be porcentages in [he two ¡ator periods
double tose of [be earlier poriod. Neverthe¡ess, we can observe in my corpus
two differences in use botween [be indirec[ passive and [be prepositional passive.
Firs[ly, ¡be increase observed from FI ¡o E2 is greater for [he prepositional
passivo [han for [be indiroct passive: [he frn’rnor risos frorn 0.9 por cent [o 3.3 por
cen[, [he Iattor only from 0.6 por cen[ to 2.07 per cen[ (cf. Table 7 aboye).
Secondly, [be prepositiona! passive outnumbers [be indirect passive ¡hrougbout
Late ME and EModE. as [be avera~e nercenUwe for f he preposdlional pa~~ive
(2.3 por con[) versus [bat of [he indirect passive (1.4 per cont) sbows. Examples
(25) and (26) illustrate [be use of ¡he prepositional passive:
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(25) Por by ¿oumynge(...) ariel titen fynt!ynge tite roote of Lite square titat
remayneth,witicit roote (1 meane (he svt!e of Lite square) rs tite ius¿e
length of tite unknowensyde, witycite is soughtfor. (¡QE¡EX_SCIO
RECORD:18).

(26) Theywerespokenof hy ¿heApostiesof aur Lord lesasChnsj. (QF2_IR_
SFRM_HOOKFR:3).

Tbe reasons for tbo rapid sproad in [be use of te prepositional passive can
be outhined as follows. On the ono band, the original ME alternation botween
prefixed verbs and verb + preposition combinations is regularisod in favour of
postposition in EModE, so that [be use of prepositional vorbs in this period
risos considerably. On [be otber hand, as already pointed out in section 2.2
aboye, [hero is evidence confirming [be strong degree of cobesion be[ween
verb aud preposition~,sucb as, for instance, the cases of verb conjunction (cf.
2.2). As a resu¡t, te NP complement of the preposítion was reanalysed as tho
complement of a prepositional verb, tat could be, [boreforo, passivised as in
FE (Traugot[ 1992: 215).

‘mo following examples, whichbelong [o E2 and E3, contain coordina[ed
passive verb groups, wbore te flrst term of the coordination is a prepositional
verb and tbe second a non-prepositional ono:

(27) My Journy bito Spaineis SLayd,Jór tite neewes Iseer is that tite Prince is
come/ng itome wiLh ah speed, arel lIsis is cerlaine Litat 2 sitipps wijit
itorsses arid Tilíing provision are seta after ¿md stayd. (IQE2 XX
CORP_KNYVFTT:76).

(28) for evenby titaL suelden(Itransitusl)of tite smali cIsips of mor, titey are
heaL red itot, anel itat (Acomhus¿ibiesuipiturcaus”) Body ix presenLly
prey ‘d upan ant! devaured by tite (“aereal”) incompassing (“Merstruum”),
whoseoffice in (Isis Panicular!itaveshewnir tite ExplicationofCitarcole.
(¡QE3_EX_SCIO_HOOKE:7).

Ibis is wbat Denison (1993: 124) calls ‘verb conjunetion,’ which, according
to birn, proves [bat the prepositional verb bebaves syntactical¡yvery much like
an ordinary vorb. Also indicativo of a higb degree of integration between vorb
and preposition is [befo¡¡owing E3 example, wi[b two coordinated prepositional
passíves.

(29) LeL man anel wWe be carejúl Lo stifle 1/file titings, Litat as fast as titey
spring, Litey becut down andIrod upan; (IQE3_IR_SERM_JFTAYLO:
9).

Also notoworthy is [beoccun’ence in my corpus of [hepa.ssive of an idiomatic
pbrase:
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(30) Tite paylirg of titen weparte ix maitecm endeof. (¡QE2.SX_CORP_
HARLFY: 90).

Even though idioms already oxisted in OF., (for instance OF. riman geme.
¡alce beed’), an increasing frequency of higbly idiomatic phrases is observed

after [be Norrnan Conquost, whicb seoms to bayo been oncouraged by [he
corrosponding Oíd Fronch use. As is well known, [be Oid French contribution
¡o ME loxis can be seen not only in direct borrowing from Oid Frencb, but also
in [be adoption of a group of OP bigbly idiomatic pbrases which are reproduced
by ME equivalents,wbatJespersoncalís ‘set plírases’ox- ‘verbal phra.ses’ (¡909-
49, III: 316), such as take notice (ofl or give oflénce(to). In [besestnhcturos,
[bore is a strong connection botwoen ¡be verb and its objec[, and, consequen[ly,
[hoy are regarded as being constitutod by a highly lexicalised unit foflowed by a
prepositional adjunc[. In EModE [be passivo of [hese siructures is apparently
just beginning to appear, as is demonstrated by Sóderlind (1951-58: 27-8), wbo
found treo instances in John Dryden’s prose, and also by [bedata ¡u my corpus,
witb only ono occurrenco, namoly (30) aboye. Tbo passive of idiomatic pbrases
expandod aH througbout [be Modern English period.

5. CONCLUS1ONS

Tbis paper bas exaníinod tbe froquency of [be difforent passivo types
available in FModF with [he fohlowing resul[s. Firs[Iy. [he indirec[ passive,
tbough searce indio cnt-pus as compared witb PE (it represents only 1.4 per cent
of [he total), exhibits, nevertbeless, an important riso in use [hroughou[EModE,
specifically from 4 occurrences in FI [o ¡3 in F3. My corpus, [horefore,
corroborates Kisbye’s findings (1972: 136), since it proves [hat ¡he indirec[
passive, [bougb flrst omerging in ME, is basicah¡y an EModE development.
Howover, [be data also confírní [bat, despite dio consohidation of [be indiroc[
passive in te course of [he period, wbicb constitutes ono aspoct of a wider
modem ¡ondoncy [o profer human subjec[s, in di¡ransitivo clauses [be passive
wxth Iho DO as subjoct is stiIl [beprovailing nne (in 77>4 por cent of [bepassives
from ditransitivo actives), in contrast witb PE, wbero passives froní ditransitives
wi[b [he ¡O as subjoct are far more froquent tban ¡bose witb ¡he DO as subject.
Tbe spread of indirect passives bas beon found ¡o be, thcrefore, fairly slow, [bis
was tenta¡ivety a[tributed [o tbeir ambiguity, since [he subjec[ of indiroc[
passives was hablo ¡o be misinterpreted as [he pa[ient ra[bor ¡han as ¡be
boneficiary of [he action, and also [o [be stigma[isa[ion [ha[ they suifered on [he
pafl of grammarians froin the eighteenth centuly onwards.

As rogards [he preposi¡ional passivo, [be data providod in section 4.3
show [bat it oxbibits a bigher dogree of consohidation [han [be indirect passivo:
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prepositional passives in ¡he corpus not only outnumber indi¿rct passivos ir

alí [bree subperiods, but tbey also exbibit a sbarper increase in use (from 6
occurrences in El [o 22 in E3). Also indicativo of[bis bigh degreo of integration
of prepositional passives in EModE is te occurrence of coordinatod prepositional
passivos asid several instances of verb conjunction (Denison 1993: 480), whore
the passive prepositional verb appears coordinated with a passive non-
prepositional verb, sbaring [be same subject and agent.

NOTES

* Rosearch br diis paper was funded hy ¡he Spauish MinisÉy of Education and Selence

(DGICYT gran¡ nuinher PB 94-0619). This grant ix hereby gratefully aeknowledged.
Visser (¡962-73: §1959) analyses sorne OF examples as indirect passives, aud Lieber

(¡979: 681) also believes that dative indireet objec¡s can bocome suhjec¡s of paisives la OE.
Their exaníples and evidence, however, have hect, refuted by Mitche¡1 (1985: §840) and Russoní
(¡982), arnong others.

2 For a detailed analysis of the ¡oss of (he irnpersona¡ passive la ME, ser Fischer aud van
der Leek (1983) and also van dci Gaaf(1929: 2-6).

‘ Apart frorn (hese two factois, Ioss of inf¡ec¡ional endings and preverbal position leading
¡o re-analysis of <Os as subjects, Fischer rnentions a sernan¡ic ono: dic fact ¡ha¡ lOs fuaction in
the role typical of a passive subjec¡, thai of pa¡ient (1992: 385), which would lead to their
eligibiliíy as passive subjects. Jespersen (1909-49: III 303), on ¡he o¡her haud, clairns thai
indirecí passives are also due ¡o a grea¡er interest felt for the person at ¡his period, which, he
says, asgisted other syn¡nc(ic changos as well.

The coalescence of inflectional endings doct not play a pan ir, dic developrnen¡ of the
prepositional passive, as van dei Gaaf (¡93<): 15) ¡ried to show. The fact that prepositional
objects los¡ ¡heir case marking ix irrelevant here because OF did uní have (he prepositional
cons¡ruc¿ion her was ¿alked to (el. Denison 1985: ¡92-3 aud Fisoher 1992: 386).

Due lo case syncírtism and Lo tite aboye mentioned ioss of verbal prefíxes, ¡itere ix a girar
variety and frequency of prepositional use iii MF. As a consequence, ihe number of new verh-
preposition collocatinas available in ME incienses no¡ably, which eltiter come from native
sources, orare calqued on forcign modeis, or bou’rowed from thern.

~ He applies use (erm lo ¡he “systema¡ic coníbination of (wo clauses latoone, wih object(s)
—and subjccí, II’ prosear— shared by two verbs” (Denison <993: 480).

~ A prclirninary ovcrview of the corpus was necessary becauso, as Raurnolin-Brunberg
(1991: 53) poin¡s nul, ¡he sample sise deponds on iho phonosnenon under study, aud “at ¡he
introduction of a syn¡ac¡ic study the rosearcher soldom knows the real froqueacy of ihe
pheaonsenon under exarnination ... This ix why it ix diffícult ¡o know in advance how large naos
saniple should he”.

~ TaiMe 8 includes alí pastivos formed from a ditransitivo ver!~, irrespective of whodser ¡he
henefac¡ive coraplemoní (Denison 1993: 103) ix realised by a NP (as ja Mary has given John
so/re jlowers) nr by a PP (Maty has given sorne Jlowers (o John).

Tbe distiaction betweea phrasal vcrbs. le., ¡he itructure verh + adveíb, ir, whjeh ¡he
advcrb is in cons(ituency with ¡he verb, and prepositinnal verbs, that ix, [he s[ruc¡uro verb +

preposition, in which ¡he preposilion fornís a constituení wi¡h ¡he followiag NP, seenís ¡o he
clear u EModE. The following excerpí contalus the paisive of (he phrasal vorbfa3aen on. Tite
verb ix joined ¡o (be partido wi¡it a hyphen (wasfane.’sed’on>,which nsight it, fact lid/cate titat
¡he wriíer ix consc’nus of the cohesion exisflng hctween ¡he verb and ¡he particle:
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bat tina which Li represented b~ E, 1 observed/0 be a ver,’ b/g Sparí< of Pire. vt’h¿clz went
ou/ ¿¿pon one s/de ofthe FI/nt that 1 strnckfire wititaíl, <o whic’h it stuck by the roor E, </( tite
erid of wh/ch 5/noii S¡em wasfostened-on a (AHemisphereA). or huifa hollow BalI. w//lt the
mouth of U onen frotn titesten nords, so tha¿ it íookc’d /?ttu.’h hIte o Funnel. or un oíd
fashioned Boní w¿/hou/ ctfoot. (¡QE3 EX_SCIO_HOOKE: 3’>.
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