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ABSTRACT

Tite term “implicative verb” was first used by Kartunnen (1971) tu refer tu
titose verbs taking infinitive cumplements witicit imply titat tite action expressed by
tite complement verb takes place or dues not take place. It is sitown itere titat tite
feature ‘implicative’ tends tu be associated witfi a particular syntactic pattern uf tite
verb (e.g. remembcr+ to mf) and titat ¡bis feature is not part of tite meaning of the
verb, but of a lexico-syntactic pattem. Titis paper repurts tite results of a corpus-
based analysis uf implicative patterns and describes implicative pattems as verbs in
pitase (Le. a sequence uf verbs expressing a single process). Tite fact tfiat titese
pattcrns are verbs in pitase accuunts for the features uf ¡be first verb in tite pitase.
Tite first verb in the implicative pattern adds a semantic mudification, witicit very
frequently has an atiltudinal meaning.

1. INTRODUCTION*

In itis paper “Implicative verbs” Kartunnen (1971) situws ¡bat, in additien
tu tite well-known distinctiun between factive and nun-factive, titere is
another seznantic distinetion between predicates (verbs, noesis ur adjectives)
witicit invulves presupposition. He introduces tite term “implicative verbs” tu
refer tu verbs taking infinitive cumplements whicit express sume “necessary
and sufficient condition (...) whicit alone determines whetiter tite event
described in tite cumplement took place” (Kartunnen. 1971: 352). In tite
fullowing example tite underlined predicates are implicative:
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(1) When heforgets to do witat he itas agreed tu do, sfe shuuld be prepared tu
nut react isi ‘¿si upset manner. Site should say briefly, in an easyguing tune
as if he has never furgotten anytfiing befure, any uf fulluwing pitrases:
“Did you get a citance lo retum ¡be video? Did you itappen to pick up ¡be
cluihes from the cleaners? 1 know huw busy you are, did you remember to
empty tfe trash?”

Tite implicative predicates aboye imply ¡be folluwing prupositiosis: “Witen
ite does not do witat ite itas agreed tu do”, “Oid yuu retum tite video?”, “Oid
you pick up ¡be clotites frum ¡be cleaners’?”, “Oid you empty tite traslC”

Tite purpuse uf titis paper is tu repufl tite results of a corpus study of
implicative verbs. 1 wiil describe tite features of irnplieative verbs asid attempt
a semantic citaracterisation uf ¡bis class uf verbs. Tite starting puint uf titis
researcit is tite assumptiun titat titere is a relation between syntax asid
semantics. Titis assumption will itelp tu understand tite concept of implicative
verbs.

2. IMPLICATIVE VERES

Kartunnen (1971) discusses tite foiluwing features of implicative verbs:
1. Tite assertion of a clause witit an implicative verb as predicate implies

tite belief in tite trutit uf its cumplement. Thus, (2a) implies 1 (2b):

(2) a. John managed tu sulve ¡be prublem.
it. John solved titeproblem. (Kartunnen, 1971)

2. Negating a clause witit an implicative predicate implies negating its
complement. Titus, (3a) implies (3b):

(3) a. John didn’t manage tu sulve tite prublem.
fi. John didn’t solve tite problcm. (Kartunnen, 1971)

Rudanko (1989: 36) puints uut ¡bat u ¡be verb in ¡be main clause is stressed
cuntrastively titis cunditiun does net huid, e.g. “John didn’t MANACE tu sulve
¡be prublem. He was given ¡be answer”.

3. Tite answer tu an interrogative clause wi¡b an implicative predicate is
tite same as tite answer when tite question is tite compiement. Titus, (4a)
implies (4b):

(4) a. Bid John manage tu solve tite prublenú
fi. Did John sulve tite prublem? (Kartunnen, 1971)
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4. With regard tu mudality, a clause like (Sa) cumnñts tite speaker te tite
víew expressed in (5b):

(5) a. Jufin wilI rnanage tu sufre tite problem.
fi. John will sulve titeproblem.

5. Titere is agreemesit in time between tite main clause witit mi implicative
verb and tite complement. Titus, (6) implies ¡bat tite action expressed by
“solve” is a past action:

(6) John managed Lo selve tite problem.

Kartunnen distinguisites between verbs wi¡b affirmative implicatiens (e.g.
monage) mid verbs with negative implications (e.g.forget). (Ja) implies (7b):

(7) a. Saturday afterneon asid I’m itonie. 1’vefurgotten tu recycle my bottles.
b. Saturday aftemoon asid I’m itume. 1 haven’t recycled my bottles.

Tite concept of imphicative verb is related tu ¡bat of pitase, defined by
Hunstun and Francis (1998: 59) as “twu verbs ¡bat cunstitute a single verb
group”. Duwning asid Locke (1992: 328) use tite term “pitased verbal groups”
ur “verbal group cumplex” tu refer tu ¡bese verbal groups “in a dependency
relationsitip” whicit can be interpreted semanticaily as une cumplex process
(e.g. begin to ram, appear to see). Downing and Locke draw attention tu tite
aspectual meaning of tite majurity of pitased verbs and suggest titat ¡be first
verb often indicates ¡be perfective or imperfective aspect uf tite second verb.
titis may have led Hunstun asid Francis (1998) tu consider ¡bat ¡be unifying
factor behind ¡be types uf pitased relatiosis proposed by Downing and Locke
is ¡bat two verbs are in pitase witen ¡bey “entail ei¡ber tite doing ur ¡be not
doing of ¡be activity indicated by tite secusid verb” 2 Por instance, promise to
ecd is not a pitase, while begin to eta’ is a pitase. In 1-Insisten asid Francis’
definition uf pitase ¡be first verb in pitase seems tu be an implicative verb, as
defined by Kartunnen (1971). However, ¡be cuncept uf implicative is more
restricted, asid cannut be equated witit ¡be first verb in pitase. Duwning and
Locke (1992: 330) pruvide sume examples uf pitases titat do nut include
implicative verbs as understood by Kartunnen (1971). e.g.

(8) a. He tried tu learn Arabic.
b. He is unly pretending tu be deaf.

Tites, implicative verbs are verbs in pitase. but noÉ alt verbs in pitase are
implicative; ¡bat is, not alí ¡be verbs ¡bat may uccur as tite first element uf a
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phased verbal group imply ¡be perfurmance ur nun-perfonnance uf tite actiun
expvessed by tite second ved,.

3. CORPUS ANALYSIS OF IMPLICATIVE VERES

One of tite basic postulates about language ¡bat corpus-based studies itave
revealed is titat syntax and semantics are closely related (Sinclair, 1991;
Francis, 1993). As Hanks (<996: 85) puts it, “each uf tite lexicosyntactic
pattems in witicit a word participates is assuciated witb a meaning potential”.
Tite meaning putentials uf words are prujected unto tite syntactic patterns witit
whicit tite words are asseciated. He provides tite foflowing example witit tite
wurd bank:

The meaning of tite verb bank differs depending un its transitivity. But we
also sieed tu say sumethisig la tite sysitaK about tite semantic type of lis subjeet
and object. An aircraft banks (intransitive), peuple bank nxuney (transitive); a
pilut banks an aircraft (also transitive, but We semantic type uf aircraft is very
different from tite semasitie type of ,noney). Titese two facts (tite verb’s
transitivity patterns and tite semantic types of its arguments) determine tite way
in whicit we interpret it (Hanks. 1996: 90).

Given titat titere is a relation between syntax and semanties and titat
presupposition and implicatiun are pan uf te semantics of a word it is sensible tu
suppose ¡bat tite different syntactie environnients in witieh a verb may occur will
be relata! tu meaning differences in terms uf implicatiuns and presuppositiuns.

Kartunnen (1971: 340) srntes titat verbs ¡bat take a that-cumplement divide
into factive and non-factive and titat verbs witit an infinitive cumplement
divide into implicative ami non-implicative. In bis study un patterns uf verb
complementation Rudanko (1989) uses tite distinctiun implicative/non-
implicative nut unly witit reference tu verbs witit an infinitive cumplement but
also witit reference tu verbs witicit take an -ing complement. 1 will cunsider
diaL it is nut tite verb titat is implicative/non-implicative or factive/non-factive
but tite verb itt a specific syntactic structure, witit a specific cumplement. Titis
results frum ¡be fact ¡bat differences in syntactic pattern reflect diflerences ¡n
meaning.

Tite corpus used fur titis research is tite Bank uf English at Cubuild3 (300
million words at tite mument of tite study). witicit inUndes written and spoken
discuurse from different varieties of Englisit.

As was stated aboye, implicative ‘verbs are verbs in pitase. Given iiitat a
pitase implies tite occurrence of twu verbs insequence, verbs in pitase furm une
uf te fulluwing patterns: verb+ to-inf verb+ -ing furm, verb-i- prepusition+-ing
furm (Hunston and Francis, 1998). A concordancer was used tu find alí tite
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uccurrences of tese patterns in tite corpus. Re coneordancer at Cobuild mates
it pussibte tu searrh te corpus in order Lo produce aH tite occurrences in Lite
corpus uf a word (e.g. comes), lemma (COME) or pattem (e.g. verb+ to-inj).
Re concordancer was used tu find ¡be verbs ¡bat occur as te f¡rst element of
tite patterns Usted aboye. 1 used 10,000 uccurrenees uf each uf titese Linee
patterns (i.e. 40,000 cuncurdance lines uf eacit pattern). Tite next step was tu
fsnd ah te different types4 and tu select te verbs ¡bat conform tu Kartunnen’s
defrnitiun of implicative verbs. Fur instance, te sequence promise+ to-infwas
exciuded and tite sequence manage+ to-inf was included. Re purpose was
nut tu produce an exitaustive list of imphicative verbs, but tu find witicit
lexicosyntactic pattems are implicative and witicit are tite features uf titese
pattems.

4. RESULTS

4.1. Correlation between syntax and semant¡cs

Re feature { implicative } tends tu be assuciated wi¡b a particular syntactic
pattern of ¡be verb. Rus, being imphicative is not an initerent feature of a verb,
but uf a lexicusyntactic pattern. Fur ¡bis reason, 1 will use ¡be term “implicatix’e
pattern” tu refer tu combinations of verbs and types uf complement witicit are
implicative. Fur instance manage+ to ¡nf is ‘¿a implicative pattern. 1 will use tite
term “implicative verb” tu refer tu tite first verb in tite sequence and
“complement verb” tu refer tu tite secund verb in ¡be sequence. Tite verbs
remember and forget, described by Kartunnen (1971) as implicative verbs, are
implicative unly witit sume uf ¡beir complement clauses. Witen cumplemented
by a íhaí-clause tite verb remeniber is factive (e.g. 9), witen comp]emented by
mi -ing clause it is nei¡ber factive nur implicative (e.g. 10), and witen followed
by an inf¡nitive clause it is iniplicative (e.g. 11):

(9) Also, remember that you pay a charge tu tite managers of tIsis kind of
itome loan.

(lO) a. Being useless at running, 1 generally entered tite nuvelty races at tite
bottum uf te day’s card. And Ican’t remember winning any uf them.
fi. 1 don’t remember being bom.

(II) a. Witen ordering please remember tu include yuur current daytime
telepitune number.
b. Tfiey promised tu build us something “mure fitting” in its place. Titey
did, and 1 always remember tu luok te utiter way every time 1 pass tfiat
comer.
c. Sipping a glass uf acid red wine site did nut like but didn’t want tu
waste, wisfiing sfie’d remembered tu bring a paper.
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d. Wc alí sit un tite freeway and wonder wfiy we didn’t remember tu go
te tite batitroorn befere we left borne.
e. Yuur partner says: “Did yuu remember tu take the lawn mower in for
servicingT’
f? We rnust remember tu practice wfiat we preach.

“Piense remember tu include” in (Ita) itas ¡be same furce as tite imperative
“please include”. (lib), (lic), (lid), (Ile) and (111) imply respectively “1
always look ¡be otiter way”, “wisiting site itad bruught a pape?’, “1 didn’t go tu
tite bathroom”, “did you Lake tite lawn mewer for servicing’?”, and “We must
practice witat we preacit”.

Tite verb forget is factive witen cumplemented by an -¡ng clause, and
implicative when complemented by an infinitive clause:

(12) a. ¡‘II never forget seeing a quarter uf a milliun peuple in Bombay,
gatitered fur tite Pupe’s visit.
b. Mr. Labr said ¡be playwrigbt had tuid him he had forgotten writing ¡be
story. He itad no memury uf it and was as fascinated as ¡be rest of us.

(13) a. L’m une uf titose peuple wito, un itearing that sumeune’s geing un
fiulidays always says: “Dun’t furget tu send a pustcard”.
b. Roger Asitby did not furget tu impart such advice tu itis players un
Saturday.

However, titere are sume cases witen forget is cumplemented by an -ing
clause and it cuuld be cunsidered implicative ratiter titan factive. Titis itappens
witen forget uccurs in tite imperative furm ur in otiter structures used as
directives, as in (i4c):

(14) a. Furget using plasters and bandages un grazes, cuts ur scrapes!
fi. . . tite kitciten will become te local rudent huliday camp witit alt tite
attendant sanitary prublems. Forget employing tfie cat - apart frum being
tite cruellest killer, ite is usually tou fat.
c. Louk un tfie brigitt side: yuu migitt pass. Then wfiat? Well yuu can
forget luoking for ‘¿job —titere aren’t any.

As can be seen, tite verb forget itas twu types of implicative imperatives.
Tite negative imperatix’e, don ‘t forget tu, is used as an indirect and titerefere
polite way of making a request. Re affirmnative imperative, forget+ -¡ng, is
used tu express titat ‘¿si action is useless.

Tite verb ti-y is implicative witen cumplemented by an -¡ng clause and
nun-implicative witcn cumplemented by mi inftnitive clause:

(15) Have you ever tried getting up at three in ¡be moming tu be greeted by
fruzen pipes, no heating and no itut watef?
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(16) We aren’t trying tu cure cancer. We Uy tu make little giris happy aud
portray lifeguardsas tbey wuuJd like tu be purtrayed.

4.2. Implicative verbs as verbs in phase

It was stated aboye titat implicative verbs are in pitase witit titeir
complement verbs. Witen twu verbs are in pitase ¡bey form a cumplex verb
group: “tite actiuns ur states expressed by tite two verbs cannot be separated
from eacit otiter” (Francis et ah., 1996: 90). Tite fact ¡bat ¡be implicative verb
and tite verb that complements it form a single verbal group accuunts for tite
features uf ¡bese verbs described by Kartunnen (197!). Implicative verbs are
pail uf witat Dixon (1991: 88) calís “secondary verbs”: verbs witich provide

semantic modificatiun of sorne otiter verb, wiLh witicit ¡bey are in syntaeLic
ur murpitulugical cunstructiun”. In titis sectiun 1 will comment in mure detall
un tite features uf impJicative patterns, witicit derive frum tite fact thai titey
constitute pitases.

Implicative verbs do nut uccur in tite passive voice (cg. *“To sulve ¡be
prublem was managed by Joitn”), since titey are mainly used tu indicate
witetiter an actiun was perfurmed and in witicit circumstances. Tite prucess is
in fact expressed by tite complement verb. In example (17) tite prucess is
“write” and “itastened” expresses tite time and adds tite semantie feature
“itastily”.

(17) Lest my memory fail me, 1 fiastened tu write down tite name titat 1 itad
iteard.

Tite fact titat verbs in pitase refer tu a single prucess accuunts for tite
agreement in time between tite main clause containing an implicative
predicate and tite cumplement clause. By tite same token, adverbials titat
mudify Lite implicative verb, in fact modify tite whole verbal group.

(PS) 1 always remember tu Iouk tite olber way every time 1 pass tbat comer.
(19) There is tite odd fact ¡bat tite cuuntry up tu nuw itas sumehuw cuntrived

tu fluId togetiter.

Titus, (18) implies “1 always luok tite udier way every lime 1 pass tite
comer” asid (19) implies “¡be cuuntry up tu now itas sumeitow held toge¡ber”.

Tite reference tu a single prucess is also ¡be reasun wity a clause witit an
implicative pra!icate mudified by a modal meaning implies ¡be cumplement
clause witit ¡be same modal meaning. Titus, (20a) and (21a) imply respectively
(20b) asid (2W).
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(20) a. Gordon Brown cundemned what could prove tu be anotiter intense
embarrassment for tite Government uver tite privatised utilities.
b. Gordon Brown cundemned what cuuld be anotfier intense
embarrassment for tite (iuversiment ovni- tite privatised utilities.

(21) a. He cuuld be sufipuenaed tu give evidence by tfie utiter side and could
fuL decline tu answer questiuns as tu bis factual tindings and opinion
titereun.
b. He cuuld be subpuenaed tu give evidence by dic utiter side and must
answer questions as tu bis factual fsndings and upiniun tfiereon.

Similarly, since tite denial uf a pitase denies tite witole complex gruup, tite
negatiun uf tite implicative predicate invulves tite negation of ¡be curnplement
(see example 3).

Witen tite implicative verb is umitted ur replaced wi¡b a pro-form, it is in
fact tite whole group, witit tite compkment ‘eerb as tite prucess, titat is omitted nr
replaced. Rus, in (22) “site itasn’t” replaces “site itasn’t given me ¡be citeque”.

(22) 1 said “Oh God, 1 furgut. you owe me 30 puunds”. Shejust said, “Oit yes.
1 must remember tu give yuu a cheque”. l’ve seen ber titree times since
titen but site basn’t.

Tite imperative fui-ms of implicative verbs are used as indirect ways of
perfurmÁng a directive act. Mental verbs do noÉ tend tu occur in tite imperative
furm. Huwever, remember to and forget tú oceur very frequeníly in tite
imperative: tite purpose is not te ask tite bearer tu perferm a mental process,
but tu ask itim/iter tu perfurm tite process expressed by tite cumplement verb
in a more polite way (see example lía).

Kartunnen (1971: 347-8) makes an interesting ubservatiun abuut tite
beitaviuur uf because-clauses witb respect tu implicatiun. He puints uut Litat
(23a) dues nut imply (23b):

(23) a. Because ti-te ring was cheap, John managed tu purchase it.
b. Juitn purchased tite ring because it was cfieap.

Witile in (23a) because itas an explanatiun meaning. in (23b) it itas a
mutivation meaning. Kartunnen cunsiders titat clauses with a verb like manage
as predicate seexn te pennit only tite explanatory meaning. In fact, ¡bis is dan tu
tite fact ¡bat implicative verbs, being secundary verbs (Dixun, 1991: 88).
pruvide “a semantic mudification uf sume utiter verb”. Tite semantic
modifkation added by manage (le. diffsculty in tite performance of mi action)
accounts for tite fact titat manage determines a seíection of tite explanation
meaning. Similarly, tite semantic modificatiun added by resist selects tite
mutivation meaning uf because, as tite example beluw situws:
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(24) Tite Britisb government resisted juining tite system because Britain’s
inflation rate was significantly itigiter titan utiter members of tite
cumrnunity.

In terms uf tite polarity of tite propusition ¡bey imply titere are twu different
types of implicative patterns: affirmative and negative. Affirmative implicatives
imply that tite action was perfurmed witen tey uccur in tite affirmative asid ¡bat
tite action was nut perfurmed witen ¡bey occur in ¡be negative. Witile sume uf
titese pattems uccur very rarely in tite negative (e.g. itappen tú, hasten to, pi-ove
to), sume u¡bers occur mainly in ¡be negative funn, in ¡bat case implying ¡bat
tite actiun was nut perfurmed (e.g. NOT bother to). Negative implicatives imply
¡bat tite action was nut perfurmed when ¡bey uccur in ¡be affirmative (e.g. fail
tu, forget tú). Witen ¡bey occur in ¡be negative ¡bey impiy ¡bat ¡be action was
perfurmed (e.g. can ‘t resist -ing, can ‘t avoid -ing).

4.3. Semantk types

Since implicative verbs are secundary verbs titat provide semantic
modification, tite use uf implicative patterns must be explained frum semantics.
In sume cases, rater tan expressing ideational meaning tese pattems express
interpersonal measiing, reflecting tite speaker’s attitude towards tite process.

Duwning and Locke (1992: 328-331) describe seven types uf pitase
relation: initiation (e.g. begin Lo), continuatiun (e.g. continne tú>, termination
(e.g. stop -ing), appearing ur becuming real (e.g. seemn to), attempting ur nut
aLLempting (e.g. fail Lo), manner or aLLí Lude (e.g. regrel tu) aiad modaliLy (cg.
happen tú). As itas been pointed out, not alí tite verbs titat ¡bey cunsider as tite
fi-st verbs in pitase are implicative verbs. Huwever, itere 1 will folluw a
sinníar criteriun tu teirs in urder tu classify implicative pattems: ¡be different
meanings ¡bat tite implicatíve verb can add tu tite cumplement verb.

1. Patterns expressing aspect: beginning uf an actiun (e.g. begin to/-ing,
commence -ing, start to/-ing), continuation (e.g. continue to/-ing, go on -ing,
per~ist in -ing, persevere in -ing, keep un -ing) ur terminatiun (e.g. stop -ing,
retire from -ing, drop out of -ing, abandon -ing). Tite implicative verbs titat
express tenninalion are negative implícatives.

(25) a. Wc did noÉ begin tu see tite epidemie take uit itere until 1981 ur 1982.
fi. But titen you keep recognising tite same face and yuu start wondering
whether titis woman really is getting sorne fun uut of it.

(26) 1 itad trusted and stubbumly persevered in duing witat 1 tliougitt I was
supposed tu do.

(27) Otiter couples itave dropped uut uf swinging.
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While pattems Hice manage to imply ¡be cumpietion of an action, verbs
like begin tú do not imply cumpletion, but they imply ¡bat at least part of tite
action was done.

2. Pattems expressing time. Hasíen tú indicates imrninent action:

(28) My body is failing me: wito knows witat it has in sture next? 1 am nut, 1
basten tu add, a hypochondriac.

3. Patterns expressing acitievement (e.g. manage to, get tú, succeed in
-ing, contrive tú):

(29) a. 1 did not succeed in getting any uf tite members tu mate adequate use
of questiuns.
b. 1 itave a greatfamily, and 1 get tu do tfie wurk that 1 want.
c Last year Lizzie gaye me a curdless drilí. I’m nut guod al DIY, but 1
did manage tuput up a rack.

4. Pattems titat express an element uf citance or eventuality (e.g. prúve tú,

tui-ti out to, happen tú):

(30) a. Eacit bird is a tutally unique individual. Like cituldren at scfiuul, titey
just itappen tu dress in tite same uniform.
fi. If ¡be emerging leaders do nut prove tu be men or women uf visiun, it
cuníd itave hun-endous cunsequences fur tfie municipalities.

5. Patterns expressing mental processes of remembering (e.g. remember
tú, forget tú):

(31) 1 P, une of ¡be ¡bree drummers un tite marcit, itad furgutten tu bring tite
drums.

6. Patterns expressing tite meaning “tu itave an effect” (e.g. serve tú,

suffice tú):

(32) a. But titese intemal resonances do nut serve tu explain how Yeats came
tu ligitt un tite image.
b. Titey wili, 1 hope, suflice tu illustrate tite tension inherent in tite
present discussiun.

‘7. Patterns expressing concern (e.g. (‘sol) bútiter tal -ing, <not) truuble tu,
care tú). Rese verbs uccur frequently in ¡be negative form, tu express titat an
action itas nut been perfunned:

(33) a. Many schuols will not trouitle tu ujier tite subject at aH un tite grounds
uf expense, concentration of resources and so un.
b. Oji sarellite TV, nobudy butfiers tu prepare anytiting in advance.
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8. Patterns expressing willingness (e.g.deign tú, condescend tú):

(34) ... sumeune whu dues nut cundescend tu talk tu urcitins even ‘¿a he signs

titeir Snoupy autugrapit albums.
9. Patterns ¡bat express risk or tentativeness (e.g. venture fo, presume tú,

date tú, risk -¡ng, Izazaed -¿ng, ny -¡ng).

(35) Huw cuuld 1 presume tu teacfi utiters witituut a completed ituman
experience?

10. Pattems titat express delay or unwillingness in tite realisation uf tite
actiun (e.g. hesitate tú, defer -¿ng, delay -ing):

(36) a. If Cummissioner Mon¡i’s prupusais do mm uut Lo be unaccepLable
titen te Government will not hesitate tu veto titem.
it. He deferred taking up a Cambridge schularsitip tu teach maths fur twu
years at St. Andrews.

11. Negative implicatives ¡bat imply ¡bat mi expected actiun is/was not
perfurmed (e.g. fail tú, omit tú, neglect tú, forbear tú):

(37) a. Tite party failed tu address any tu te basic issues.
it. Duwning St. furbore tu instigate tite ruutine leaks inquiry.
c. Tite reasun my ligitt switcit didn’t work was because 1 itad neglected tu
change tite Iigitt bulb witen it burned uut a week carlier.

12. Negative implicatives witicit express refusal (e.g. decline tú, disdain
tú, rejiese tú):

(38) a. But, equally predictably, te Japanese itave declined tu come.
fi. Síater surprises everyune by disdaining tu telí a witite he abuut fis past.

13. Pusitive implicatives whicit express titat tite actiun is perfurmed
unwillingiy (e.g. begrudge -¡ng, grudge -¿ng resern’ - ¿ng regre! ¡o>:

(39) a. None of tite childien want tu go. and ¡bey behave badly because ¡bey
resent being ¡bern.
b. 1 regret tu say ¡bat it itas come tumy attentiun tat te publisiter uf ¡bis
buuk itas just benn buugitt by Rupert Murducit, and 1 refuse tu write
anuter singlewurd fur tat dreadful man.

¡Ave regret tú la a itedge ¡bat weakens tite force of tite fullowing utterance.
Ahí tite occurresices of regrer fo iii the corpus, except five, have as subject a
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fi-st person pronoun. Tite five uceurrences witen regret tú itas a ¡bird person
subject are reponed speech (í.e. “He regretted tu say..”). The pattem never
occurs in negative form ur preceded by a modal, Tite infinitive verbs titat
compiement regrel in ¡bis pattem are discuurse verbs or verbs of cognitiun
(e.g. say, inform, teil, announce, repon, record, confess, observe, advise,
learn, add, finé!, see).

14. Negative implicatives witicit express negative intentiun against tite
realisation of tite action (e.g. avoid -ing, evade -ing, escape -¿ng, eschew -¿ng,
res¡st -¿ng, sizun -¿ng, shirk fi-orn -¿ng):

(40) a. 1-le dues nut flincit frum raising tite tuugh question uf international
fairnnss.
it. So 1 wuuld give yen sometbing 41kg “1 avuid reading tite result section
uf research reports”.
c. And ite escaped paying fujI pi-lee because he traded in bis oid Citroen
and qua]ified for a discuunt.

4.4. Implicative patterns and prototyp¡cality

Up tu now 1 itave referred tu lexicosyntactic pattems as being implicative
ur non-implicative, using tite criteria set up by Kartunnen (1971). I-Iuwever,
une may cunsider {implicative} a non-absolute feature and allow fui- tite
existence of a gradience of implicativeness. Tite prututype of implicative
patterns would be titose ¡bat conform tu ah ¡be entena described by Kartunnen
(1971).

Rere are patterns ¡bat are unly implicative (i.e. ¡bat express a sufficient
and necessary cundition fui- ¡be actiun tu tate place) witen associated witit a
specific feature, sucit as past tense. In fact, titey are nut implicative pattems,
but witen associated witit speciftc syntactic features titey imply ¡bat tite actiun
is done or is nut done. Fui- instance, be about tú in tite past implies ¡bat tite
action did nut take place. Similarly. be ternpted tú is a negative implicative
pattern witen used in ¡be afflmxative form of tite past (cg. 4ia), but its use in
tite present tense dues not imply ¡bat ¡be action is nut performed (ng. 41b):

(41) a. Years ago, witile Dynasty was a weekiy ever¡t, 1 was tempíed tu watcit
an episode. but having beard it was truly abysmal, 1 refrained lest 4
became ituoked.
b. 1 am frequently tnmpted tu mention my ‘¿ge, because in my view it’s
the rnost s¡artling, as wnJl as tite must absurd, thing about me. “Speaking
as a man uf 70...”

Rere are also verbs that even witit ¡be same complementation itave twu
different senses, une of titem implicative and tite o¡ber nun-implicative (e.g.
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insisí en -¿ng, bate lo, regrel lo, choese ¡o, refuse to, r¿sk -¿ng). Icartunnen
(1971) observes titat in sume cases wite¡ber a predicate is implicative ur not
depends un ¡be context. One of itis exampies is be able tú:

(42> a. In tite last name, tite quanerhaek was ‘¿hin tu complete only two passes.
b. Ten years ago Joitn was able tu seduce any wuman in Turrance
(Kartunnen, 1971: 355)

Witiie (42a) implies titat tite quarterback cumpieted twu passes, (42b)
does not imply titat Joitn seduced any woman in Torrance. Tite potential
meaning of “was able tu” in (42b) is related tu tite presence of any, witicit is
always used in non-factual contexts (Downing and Locke, 1992: 176). We
cuuld say ¡bat be abhe tú itas two meanings, titat is, it expresses twu different
types of ability: potential and actualised. Sometiting similar itappens wi¡b be
aNa tú in present tense.

(43) a. Every few muntits 1 tun abie tu bring tite twu gruups togetiter fur a
tearful reunion.
b. Tite factory’s 100 overseers are best abin tu exprnss tite wurkers’
cuncems and cunvey tite answnrs tu ¡bern in temis tbey can undnrstand.

Witile in (43a) be able tú is used as implicative in (43b) it is not. Exampies
(42a) and (43a) situw ¡bat witen titere is a temporal reference be abhe tú Is
implicative. Ris fact distinguisites be abhe tú from manage tú, witicit is always
implicative.

(44) Sume pubs manage tu tame the pleasures uf buuzing and eating when
titey decide tu serve fuod.

Tite pattem insist on -ing has two different senses very diffieuit tu distinguisit.
In fact we cuuld say titat tite only differenee is titat une uf tite senses is

implicative. Witen it is implicative ¿nsist en is an aspectual verb, similar in
meaning tu keep on (e.g. 45). Witen it is nun-implicative insisí en is a report
verb, meaning “asic strongly” (e.g. 46). We can compare ¡be folluwing examples:

(45) a. And ¡bis measis titat if we insist un watering our gardens in a druugitt,
we wiil sen tite cust in terms uf more reservoirs in uurcuuntryside.
b. Rut why do writers insist un using extreme and unrepresenrative
exampies?

(46) a. And now 1 insist un speaking tu him un tite telephone if he can’t come
itere.
b. Yuu know ¡itat 1 insisted un seeing you, Mr. Kemp. Did yuu not
wunder wity?
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Re verb hate witen complemented by an inf¡nitive clause may also itave
mi implicative and a non-implicative sense, as tite examples beiow situw:

(47) a. And 1 bate tu admit titis, but 1 was actually huping (3reat Britain wuuid
win tite race.
b. 1 itate tu whinge, but 1 dun’t titink ¡bat my salary reflects tite amount of
work that gues into myjub.

(48) a. 1 dun’t knuw abuut you, but 1 itate tu be penniless at tite end uf the
week,
it. There is a man witu duesn’t itate tu imagine ¡bis seenario. It’s the stury
uf bis tife.

1 itote tú is an implicative pattem witen it functiuns as a itedge (e.g. 47). In
“1 itate tu admit” (e.g. 47a) tite prucess is not a mental process (hate) but a
verbal prucess (admit) and ¡be unly funetion uf 1 hate tú is tu anticipate an
action in tite immediate future: witat tite speaker is guing tu do is tu admit
sometiting. When tite verb is implicative it tends tu collocate with cumplement
verbs expressing a verbal prucess (e.g. soy, admil, recognise). In ¡bese cases
tite verb hale never oeeurs in negative (*“¡ dun’t itate tu say titat”). Tite
meaning asid funetion of ¡tate tú witen it is implicative is similar te titat of
regret tú. In (48) hate to is nun-implicative. Tite meaning is dislike, witit no
implication ¡bat ¡be actiun takes place ur does not taice place.

Patterns sucit as choase tú uf elect tú can also be used as implicative (e.g.
49) andas non-implicative (e.g. 50) (Kartunnen, 1971: 355):

(49) a. Rey bave been made aware uf tite judge’ s remarks and ¡bey have
citusen tu ignore ¡bem.
b. Su wity do we chuose tu tum a blind eye tu tite initumanity titat is
happening within uur own state?
e. ... seen Priteitard Bilis seem tu mate a fuol of itim, because he did nut
chuose tu answer witat ite could itave answered.

(50) ...beitind it an oíd nylon shupping bag in witich he kept Isis paper. Did ite
chuose tu live like this, 1 wondered?

Implicative choose tú is similar tu decide tú but it adds tite implicative
feature. Implicative choose tú cullueates very frequently witit verbs titat
express disregard (e.g. ignore, tui-a a bliad eye).

Risk -¿ng can also be implicative (e.g. 51) and non-implicative (e.g. 52),
altituugit tite implicative sense, similar tu ti-y -¿ng, is less frequent.

(51) lt’s worth suwing bruad beans and peas now for earlier crups in spring.
Yuu risk losing titem in a bad winter but, if titey survive, there are
advantages.
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(52) Do 1 risk telling itim l’m fat and tum itim uff me? Or do 1 arrange tite
meeting andjust turn up? If 1 teIl itim first, ite may not even want tu give
it a try.

In (51) risk has a meaning uf pussibility, similar tu that uf the modal may,
wi¡b a future orientation. In (52) “Do 1 risk telling itim?” implies “Do 1 telí
itim?”

We itave seen aboye (e.g. 36) ¡bat hesitate tú is an implicative pattem. Re
pattem itas twu different meanings: (i) not tu do sometiting (e.g. 53); (u) nut
tu do sometiting immediately but end up duing it (e.g. 54). It unly itas tite
secund meaning witen titere is a time expressiun infurming about fur itow
long tite actiun was nut done. Witen hesitate tú is preceded by a negative
element it always itas tite first meaning (see example 36).

(53) But Mr. Gandhi itas itesitated tu join Mr. Shekar in a coalition govemment.
(54) For a fraction uf a secund 1 itesitated tu give tite address (COBUILD

dictiunary).

1-lasten tú is an implicative pattem witicit expresses ¡bat an action is done
immediately after anutiter. Hurry tú is implicative witen it itas ¡be same meaning
as itasten tú (e.g. 55) asid nun-implicative witen it is used as a verb uf movement
(e.g. 56):

(55) 1 iturried tu reassure Mrs. Eastun ¡bat meningitis is an extremely unusual
complicatiun of a painful ear.

(56) Mr. Pai mentiuned titis in passing as we itun-ied tu catch uur bus.

Sume verbs witicit are not usuaíiy fullowa! by ‘¿ny u¡ber verb may be tite
first element in a sequence uf verbs witere diere is a relationsitip uf dependency
similar tu ¡bat between mi implicative verb and a complement verb. TIsis is tite
case uf Uve tú.

(57) a. Germans have not even itad time tu find titemselves. Unificatiun,
witich few believed titey wuuld uve tu see, has crasited upon titem.
b. Hilary Fuotitt thinks British industry will uve tu regret its failure tu
prize language skills.

And also tite case of sume verbs of movement and pusitiun fullowed by
an -¿ng furm. Tite fi-st verb in tite sequence cuuld be used un its own:

(58) a. When 1 go iecturing in scitouls, ¡be buzzwurd now is steroids.
b. 1 liked tu watcit itim from ruy balcuny window when ite came riding
up tu the hotel.
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(59) a. 1 lay listening tu vague presences in thenext rousn.
b. He stuud itulding tite refrigerator duor upen fur a guod minute.

Example (58a) illustrates tite use uf tite pattern go+ -¿ng tu imply tite
performance uf an actiun witich invutves guing sumewhere. Furnts sucit as go
racing, go runn¿ng, go hectur¿ng refer tu une cumplex prucess. Similarly, in
example (58b) “ite came riding” implies titat tite actiun uf riding was done. In
clauses sucit as “ite came riding op tu tite itotel”, “ite came itunying uut uf Isis
cabin” or “ite carne swarming titruugit ¡be situp duor”, tite meaning is ¡be same
as “ite rude up tu tite itutel”, “ite iturried out uf itis cabin” ur “ite swanned
titruugit tite situp duor”: tite gerund indicates ¡be kind of muvernent witile tite
verb come, witicit seems tu be redundant, is used tu indicate a movement tu tite
place witere ¡be speaker was.

AI¡bougit examples (59a) and (59b) could be analysed as elause cumplexes,
verbs uf positiun sucit as ¡¿e or stand may itold a relatiunsitip witit a fuiiowing
verb similar tu tite relatiunship existing in an implicative pattem. Tite f¡rst verb
indicates tite positiun uf ¡be subject witile ite/slie perfurms ¡be actiun indicated
by ¡be secund verb.

5. CONCLUSIONS AND PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

In titis paper 1 itave uffered a description of tite meanings and uses uf
iinplicative patterns and itave attempted tu explain tite features uf titese
pattems as a result of tite fact titat implicative verbs are used tu add a semantic
ruodifleation to tite meaning of tite verb witicit complements titero.

1 itave considered titat 1 implicative } is a feature of a lexicosyntactic pattern
and ¡bat ¡bis feature is relata! tu specific types uf cumplements ¡bat a given verb
may itave. An important point conceming implicative verbs was brougitt up by
Kartunnen (1971: 354) witen talking about ¡be prubJems titat Isis definitiun uf
implicative verb leaves unresoived: “Titere are many verbs ¡bat must sumetimes
be understoud in an implicative, sometimes in a nun-implicative sense”. We
itave seen titat in sume cases tite sequence uf a given verb and a specific
complement may itave butit an implicative asid a nun-implicative sense. Rus,
we need tu refine ¡be scupe of tite lexicusyntactic pattern tu witieit ¡be feature
implicative applies. Fur instance, tite pattem NEGATIVE-i- hesitate tú is always
implicative (i.e. not hesitate tú implies tite perfurmance uf ¡be actiun). Hate tú is
implicative witen it occurs in tite present tense, witit a fsrst persun subject,
complemented by specific verbs (usually discuurse verbs), and ufien fuilowed
by tite cunjunctiun but (e.g. “1 itate tu admit it, but...”). Choúse tú is implicative
witen tite complement verb is a verb meaning disregaré!, and serve tú is
implicative witit a nun-ituman subject. Thus, tite implicative Iexicosyntactic
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patteni may invoive more titan a given verb with a specific cumplement: it rnay
invulve a specific set of cumplement verbs, of subject, a specific tense, etc.

We itave also seen ¡bat implicative verbs inform abuut tite performance!
nun-performance uf an action, abuut ¡be circumstances in witicit ¡be action is
or is not perfonned, and very uften abuut tite speaker’s attitude tu it. Titis
accuunts fur tite fact ¡bat tite feature { implicative } seems tu co-occur witit
specific grammatical features. Sume verbs that are implicatives uccur most
often in past tense titan in any utiter tense (e.g. faih tú, manage tú). Sume
negative implicatives occur frequently in negative imperative (e.g. don ‘t
hesitate tú, don Y Jbrget tú), and sume positive implicatives in affirmative
imperative (e.g. remember tú, but not *dúnY remember tú).

TIsis study has sume relevant pedagogical implications. Being implicative is
a feature of tite meaning uf sorne patterns and situníd be taugitt in order tu
prevent language learners from misunderstanding tite meaning uf sume
utterances. Fur instance, in example (60) tite must important infurmation
cunveyed by “we itesitated tu” and “we furgot tu” is “we did not”. If tite listener
dues not perceive titis implicatiun, he/site will misunderstand tite witole
utterance.

(60) “We were su pulite, su obedient,” says Mrs. Kawamura. “We itesitated tu
ask fur anything. We furgot tu insist un uur rigitts”.

Kartunnen (1971: 341) points out ¡bat aitituugit titere seems tu be agreement
with respect tu witicit verbs are non-implicative in different languages (e.g. ¡be
clusest equivaient in Finnisit of a nun-implicative verb in Englisit is also a non-
implicative verb), ti-fis is nut ¡be case with tite inventuiy uf implicative verbs.
Titat is, tite clusest equivalent uf mi implicative verb inEnglisit is not necessarily
implicative in utiter languages. In tite fullowing example a Spanisit student
cuuld interpret “resist doing as restste itaciendo”, instead uf “resístete a hacer”
if he/site is nut aware ¡bat res¿st -¿ng is an implicative pattem.

(61) Don’t add tu a lusing pusitiun: if a trade is guing against yuu, resist duing
more of the same un tite oíd stock market theory titat doing so will Iower
your average custs.

Teaching implicative patterns is also useful tu itelp learners distinguisit
between tite meaning of tú-infinitive and -¿ng cumplementatiun of a higit
number of verbs. [Forinstance, h¿ke tú in indicative clauses is usually defined
as having “tite meaning of ‘cunsider ¡be action right or appropriate”’ (Duwning
and Locke, 1992: 83); hike -¿ng is usualiy defined as itaving “an actualisation
meaning similar tu enjúy” (Downing and Locke, 1992: 83):]
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(62) a. 1 don’t like tu telepitone itim after midnight (1 don’t titink 1 should)
b. 1 dun’t tike telepituning people 1 don’t know (1 dun’t esijoy it)
(Downing and Locke, 1992: 83)

Althougit ¡bis is true, a basic difference between titese two patterns is that
li/ce tú seems tu be an implicative pattem asid 1¿ke -¿ng is nut. As regards verbs
of retrospectiun (e.g. regret, remenzber forget), Duwning and Locke (1992: 84)
observe titat “witit a to-infinitive elause, tite action expressed is seen as
fúhlowing tite mental process of remembering or furgetting, witereas an -¿ng
furm marks tite actiun as prev¿ous tu ¡be mental prucess”. It is quite difticult tu
itelp students see tite difference by saying titat in “1 forgut tu cluse tite duor”
¡be actiun of nut closing follows tite mental proeess uf forgetting, sinee tite
actiun uf closing dues nut take place. 1 believe ¡bat ¡be difference in meaning
wuuld be mucit clearer if explained in terrus of implicative/ non-implicative.

Re fact ¡bat sume pattems are implicative is also useful tu explain wity
sume verbs cannot co-uccur witit specific syntaetic features (e.g. passive furms).
Or wity sume mental verbs uccur witit a itigit frequency in ¡be imperative form
as mitigating strategies (e.g. don Yfoi-get tú, remember tú). In fact tite imperative
does not currespond tu tite mental prucess but tu ¡be prucess expressed by ¡be
fullowing verb.

Additiunally, une outstanding reason tu teach implicative pattems is titat
titey are impurtant linguistic eiements for tite expression uf attitudinal and
interpersonal meaning. A itigit number uf implicative verbs indicate tite subject’s
attitude towards tite realisation of ¡be actiun (e.g. decline tú) or ¡be speaker’s
attitude tuwards tite subject’s actiun. Fur instance, he failed tú suggests ¡bat ¡be
subject did nut do witat ite was suppusa! tu do. Similarly, he d¿dn Y bother to ur
he condescended tú also itave a compunent uf criticism.

We itave aLo situwn titat implicatives are pulite ways tu express directives
(by using an imperative sucit as don Y forget tú), tu express encouragement
(e.g. don Y hesitate lo), ur tu asic witetiter sumetiting was done (e.g. 1), and
effective iinguistic devices tu express meanings sucb as determinatiun, e.g.

(63) And 1 wiIl not shirk from clusing scituols if it is clear that they cannut be
tumed arourid and improved.

In titis paper 1 itave concentrated un ¡be meanings titat implicative verbs
add tu tite verbal gruup, devoting little attentiun tu tite pragmatie use uf
implicative patterns. Since implicative patterns do nut unly indicate witetiter
tite event described in tite complement touk place, but also carry otiter
presuppusitions, it wuuld be interesting tu explore titis aspect itt mure detail,
in urder tu describe tite effects titat tite speaker/ writer intends tu acitieve
witen using a specific implicative pattem. Mure analytical work remains tu be
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done un titeir use as itedges, as politeness devices, or as elements tu convey
tite speaker’s atÉitude.

NOTES

* Special thanks tu AngelaDuwning and to the anunymous referees for their comments.
As Karrunnen (1971: 344) remarks ‘lmply” is mcd here in its weak sense. Tbus, “‘p

implies q’ means unly that asserting p cornmits thc speaker tu q. Asserting —q, need not coinmis
dic speaker tu —p”.

2 re conccpt of pitase ¡a nut always defined like that. In dic Collins COI3UILD Englisit
Crammar (1990: 184ff) two verbs in sequence (le. in the patterns “~i+ tu mf’ and “V+ -ing
furm”) are cunsidered tu be in phasc. Titus, proinise to eat wuuld be a phase.

1 am grateful tu COBUILD fur thcir permissiun tu use this corpus. AII thc examples in
this paper have been takcn from the Bankuf English at COBUILD.

in corpus analysis diere is a distinction betwccn rype and token. Here dic number uf types
will be the number uf different verbs iii the 10,000 cuncurdance unes. The nurnber uf tukcns will
be thc total number uf uccurrences (le. 10,000).
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Centro Politécnico Superior

50015 Zaragoza (Spain)
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