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ABSTRACT

A situation or síateof affairs in sorne possibleworld canbe ceneeptualizedaud
expressedIinguistieally in twe majorways: it can be given fuíh semanlieandsyntaetie
expressionby meansof a finite elause,or it can be cendensedas an enlity by ocmi-
nalizatien.The fermeris likehy te keep ehesete thespeaker/hearer’sexperieneeof re-
ality in terrnsof suehfeaturesas chronohogicalsequenieingandagenicy,while [he lat-
ter alhowsapresentationin termsof ideas,reasonsandcausality(Eggins 1994).

Using asampletaken from threeBritish daihy newspapersof similar secio-ceon-
cínie readership,Ibis study examineste what extcnt [he elausalanid neminalizatien
eptienisareavailedof in a key areaof news item presentatien:[he hcadlinetogether
wilh theicad.

Given tbe nature of ihe lead as a ‘s[ery ini mierocosín’ (Belí 1991), it is bypo-
[hesized [bat in high-quahityjournahism neminahizationrnay be usedini order lo en-
eapsulatein [he lead[he globaldisceursetepicof tbewholenewsitern.

1 concludeby eensideringhew lar suchnorninalizationis,when theyoccur, appear
tebeamark of prestigeanid power(Halliday 1994. [1985])aid bewfar tbey appear
[o be texí-based, metivatedanid rehatedte ihe articulationof communicativegealsini
Ibis lypc of disecurse.

1. INTRODUCTION

Tbis s[udy takes as point of departure[he functionialist insiglit (l-lahliday
1994 [1985]; Mackenzie 1987; Eggins 1994) that a situation or sta[e of af-
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lalus in sornepossibieworld canhe conceptualizedandrepresentedlinguisti-
cahhy in [sso major ways Y Mere transparently,tbe situatienis given fulí se—
rnanitic anid syíilactic expressionin a finite activechauseini whicb [he partici-
panits, proccsses,c¡rcumstancesanid attribtitesare eneodedUy iheir typicah
clausefunctiens, and disphay sucb featuresas agency,tenise-aspectdistine-
[ion5 anid ebroniologieahsequencing.This lingu istie exprcssienis hikely le
keepclose te the hanguageuseffsexperienceof the rcahity cenceptualisedas
statesof affairs ~

Alternativehy Ihe situation ¡ray be presentedas an entity expressedby a
neunpbrase(cf Sucknewblm ss. ¡-lcr kaowledgeofbiso(Givón 1993:289).A
nominalizedform enabhesus te distaniceeursehvesfrom experienceand 0v-
ganize our text. niel ini terrnsof ebronolegical sequencing,but in terrnsof
ideas, reaseos,causality (cf Eggins 1994:59). Seenas a processof syntactic
nominalization the neun phrasc representstbe final stage ini a ‘nouniness
squish’ (Ross 1973) or ‘seaheof finiteniess’ (Givón 1993). in wbieh the sari-
ous types of non-finite censtruetionis,standingen a seahebetween[bese two
extremes,mark stagesof syntactic nominiahi zatien frem verbah te nomi ¡ml
merpbolegy(Knowing hi¡í¡, baviagknown bis;,, her lcaowiu¡g tilia. ber kaowl—
erige ofhita. ¿bid). In a narrowersense,¡exical nommnalizationis definied as a
processwhereby a verb or adjective is converted jote a neun (Givón
1993:287) and is asseciatedwith valency reduetion(Maekcnzie h 985). It is
nol relevaníbere [o review [he debatecarriedout in [he generativemedeis
regarding [be hexicalist vs. [be tranisformatienalonigin of nominalizationis
(Lees 1960: Chomsky h 970; Ross 1973; t..evi 1978; Vendher 1978 among
others).More relevant te my purposeis l-Iallidays conicept of grammatieal
metaphor, of which nominalizatien is the chicf reseurce(1—lalliday h 994
¡1 985j, Halhiday& Martin h 993;Downiinig 1987 anid 1991).Uut [he seopeof
tbis rcsearchprecludesdiscussionof thiswidcr eonicept.

In tbis studv 1 sball be cencerned¡ramis witb thc two extremesof the
scahcof finiteness:the fi nite clausaltype en tbe enehanid anid the fullx’ nomi-
nial ized representationst)f (part of) a siluation oni [he other. In addition, hosv—
ever,¡ will be [aking loto acceunitmeedhessclauses(Halliday 1994; Downing
& Locke h 992) i n whieh ahí or part of Ihe Finite elerne.ntis omitíed ( Priest
robbt>d tu Lía/epotn/. Ea¡nilv tu doacuevie/ñalv nígasís).Thcsede noÉ figu re o ni
[he fin itenessscaleasspecifiedini G ivón (1 993),buí <bey arefelt [o be peten—
1 ial ly relevant [o [he q nestionini hanci: the useaud lunel ion of n > minals andí
nominial izal ions jo tU e hcadiiríes anid 1 eadsof d ai lv u cxvs i [cms.

1—lesvever.as weIl as neunis derived bv thc adchit ion of nieminiahizi ng suf—
fi xes such as .velertios,.anid n onnis anising liv zere derival eni such as
[here are iri FnqliÑ nnuns which in themselvesdenoteac1~ons,sta[es.events
anid processes.ratherthan [hi ngs, but svhicb are notpcrceivablydenivedfroni
otherpartsof speech.Thesecan be exemplifiedby n;ethod,¡var, teníperalare.
ini Lyeos’ tvpo¡ ogv t h ey veler te seconid an d th i rcl—eroler col iii es,asde noni i —
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nalizationssucb as selectionand neminaissucb as attack, ah of whieb base
in eommentbc fact[bat they are«much moreobviousiypereeptualandcon-
ceptualcons[ruets» tbanfor instaneecot, woraaaand, in my data, truacheon.
which belong te [he protetypical, first-order class of entilies (Lyons
1977:443).

In tbe conceptuahizatienof situa[ions as entities,nouns denoting things
i,e. ‘first-order neminais’sucbas truncheon,may enterfreely inte celiocation
with seconid-ordernominaissucbas ottockte form neuncompeundssuch as
truncheonattack,wbieb expresscomplexideason cempiexproeesseseoncep-
tualizedas entities.In tbe presentstudy the term nornino/izationwiil be used
te refer te tbe derivedtype (e.g. sc¡cction),and noan cornpoundte designiate
freely comedsyn[actic compeundssucb as gardenfúrniture (Lyons, ¡bid) or
truncheonaftackwbese«meaninganid distributien can be acceuntedfon ini

termsof tbe preductiverulesof the language-systemo(opeir. 335). SueNcom-
pounds¡ray inciude a nommnalizationaseneof tbeir eiementsas in scleetiosz
method.Leech (1981) notestbe semantieopenendednessof lexical rulesand
tbe vaguenessof [be semantiebridgecennecting[be two nouns,oallowing [he
!anguage-userfreedomte readinte a new lexicaj entry whateverinferniatien
hefinds necessaryte [be understanidinigof it» (op.cit. 221). Leecb conchudes
[bat «Jet many compounidsit seemsas if [he mestgeneralrule ‘X wbich has
semethingte do witb Y’ is [he enly enebreadeneughte include ah [he idio-
syncraticreadingsthatarepossibhe»(ibid.).

The cenceptualizationof entities is importan[ in disceurseini tbatentities
constitute«Ibe mentaltínit [bat [be speakcr,Uy usingreference,wisbestbead-
dressceeither te construe(ini fUe caseof first ¡nenfion) ev re-idenitify (¡a [he
caseof subsequentmentien)»(Maekenzie(ini press.)Te [bis 1 will adda fur-
tberfuniction. stemminigfrem the second:ibal of encapsulatingtopiesor parts
of tepies. 1 take as ¡ny entity-rcpresentingunit the entire nominah group of
wbieb the nominalizatiener syntacticcompoundis head.

Mackenzie’sdefinition is relevantte ¡ny purpeseami headsme newte Ihe
a¡rn of [he researchreportedhere,and [o tbe rehatiensbipbetweennorninaliz-
ationis, syntacticcompoundsanid tepic managemen[ini tbis subgenreof jeur-
n~íhis<u.

2. MM AND SCOPE OF IHE RESEARCH

Tbe aim of [his study is [o investigatethe role of nominahizations,non-
derived niominais and their cempoundsin a speeific areaof tepic inanage-
ment in disceurse:[he reIationshipholding betweena wider or global con-
cern statableas a disceursetepic (D-Topic) in [be beadlineand[be possible
encapsulationof ah or partof [he D-topic witbin tbe first sentenceof tbe text
(the‘lead’ in Americanterminolegy,adeptedby Beil 1991:250).
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The view of tepic presentedbereattemptste combine[hree niotienscur-
rent in the literature: tepic as ‘aboutniess’, tbe bierarchizatienof [opies and
dic sequentialityof tepicerganizalion.The first [wo havete de wilh fUe wbat
perspective,[be [bird with the how in Comisos’ terms (Goutsos1997). Of
tbese,my main concernin this s[udy wjll be wi[b the bou’.The u’hot, in [he
senseof subjectmatteror actualcontent.is also consideredimportant,bow-
ever, sinee 1 am ceneernedwí[b examining dic degreeof eneapsulatien
acbievedin [be nommnalizedstretchesof disceurseunderconsideratien,in
comparisonwith non-nominalizedor lessnominalizedstretches.In this re-
speetthc presentstudydiffers freni that of Francis(1986) ini two ways:firs[-
hy, usingdatadrawnfrom expositorytexts, Francisexciudesnominal groups
en tbe greunds[bat they can Ue paraphrasedas single neuns,coneentna[ing
mnistead en neunis usedanaphericalhysucb as asser/ion, ch-am, aspect ísitue.
Secondly,ben aniapbonicnouns«funetion metadiscoursivehyas signpostsin
argument,independentof the subject-matterof a particularargu¡rent»(op.
c~9).

Tepic as aboutnessis viewed as a psychological ami pragmatiephe-
nomenonwbicb coverswbat a stretcheldisceurseis about(Reinbar[ h 982).
Tepic j~ kept separatefrom Theme,undevstoodas initial cons[ituent in [be
ehause,and separatefrom Given information anid Subjec[, altbough [be real-
izations of twe ev moreof [hese calegories¡ray cenflate en a loca] heveh in
enewovding.

Tbe hienarchizationor layeringof [opies is seenbere in principie en two
levels: globah disceursetopiesand hocal topies.Gleba] disceursetopics are
sequentiallyorganizedanid representa wide cencenowbicb may involve a
considerabhestretchof disceurse,while loca! topiesare hierarchicaiiystruc-
tured under the “umbrela» of the li-tepic whieh unifies [bern (Van Qosten

1 985:19; cf van Dijk 1 977 and 1 988, van Dijk & Kintsch 1 983; Barnes
¡985; Dik 1989; Biq 1990). Any ehemenitof a 1)-topie canbe focuseden [o
become a hocal tepic. altbough, taking a prototypical standpointas van
Qestendoes,dic human beings in the seenie,becauseof [heir egocenrical
bias, are [he most iikely te Uccomea local tepic (cf op.cit.22). More pre-
císely, 1 would preferte elairn [bat a panticipantin the seenecan becomea
localtepic,andeonsequentiyby iYicans el nominalization[he wheleseeneit-
seif, or part of the seenecan Ue accerdedthe statusof participantanid local
tepic. Tbe questionof how sucb local tepies developcaninet be fulhy ex-
pleredin ¡be presents[udy.

The sequentialjtyof tepic organisatienderivesfrem the fact [bat in dis-
ceurse«aithougheverythingis related...not everythingcanbesaid at onceer
in ene Ng lump of langitage»(Geutsosop.cit. 43). Disceunsemusí be seg-
mented into manageabheunits and both centinuities and discentinuities
mustbesignialled.Such requirementsrespondte betbmitenactionalcensider-
ationsanid discotírsegeais(ibid.).
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Qngoing empirical anaiysisof transcriptiensof casualconversationcar-
ried eut witbin the currentproject revealstbat in that disceursetype [he glo-
bal D-topics may remainimplieit, witbout beinggiven ful] linguistic express-
ion. In addition, a global D-topic in conversationmayUe perceivedUoth Uy
partieipantsin [he conversationand by [he anaiystas a maerospeechact,
suchas a maerorequest,or agreement,negotiatedevera considerablenum-
ber of utteranees.By contrast,in perhapsmost written genres,the D-topie is
decidedupenat tbe outset,andpredietabiywill Ue givenlinguistie expressien
at tbe outset.

Tbe bypethesiseffered hereis that, Uy vir[ue of the receneeptualiza-
[ion of a situation as an entity, a nominalizationor nen-derivednominal,
or a comUinationof both, may be usedUy journalistste encapsulatea dis-
ceursetepic or sornereievan[ part of it, as a local tepic. Once encapsu-
lated,theinformation soexpressedis likely te be treatedasGiven er pres-
uppesedand te be backgrounded;at tbe sametime ene could expect it
potentially te previde a point of departurefor the intreductionof newin-
fermation.

3. NOMINALIZATION, GENRE SELECTION
AND DATA SOURCES

English is censideredte be a neminaliziniglanguage(cf Fowler 1991), ini
[bat notenly arenominalizedforms integratedinto fUe lexicon but, moreim-
pertantly,[be rnechanismsfor nominalizatien,whicb grammaticalisethe con-
ception of a non- entity as an entity, are in English elearly preductive.Te
nornínahizeor not [o nominalizecan be viewed discoursively,therefore,as
eptioniste beavailedof Uy [be languageuser.

Not ah genresmakeequaluseof the nemmnializingoption, bowever.Gen-
resandregis[ers in wbicb nominalizationis partieularlyprevalen[ tend te be
situatedat [be writ[en rather [ban the spokenend of tbe spec[rum, and cm-
bracescientific, academicand otber professionaldisceursetypes, ineiuding
journalism. Tbe reasonfor this is obvious. Nominalizatienstend te Ue ab-
stractions,and uniike theideatienialstruetureof chauses,Uring tbe representa-
[ion of reality te a higber hevelof abstractien,objeetivizingand statifying [he
event (cf Maynard 1994). This objectivization and distancingfrom experi-
encemay be consideredconsonantwitb Popper’sciairn of an ‘argumentative
funetien’ of language,essentialfer the handhingof ‘objeetive knowhedge’or
‘knowledgewithout aknewer’ (Popper1979).

Tbe sub-genreconsideredin [bis study, wbieb forms part of a wider pro-
ject, is [bat of daily newsiterns.lo erderte keepeenstantat leasta majenity of
[be featureswitbin the ‘fiehd’ anid ‘tenor’ variaUles of [bis jeurnalistie suU-
genre (cf Goatiy 1994), attentienwas restnictedte daily news items ini the



152 A nge¡o L)owniig

‘upmarket’ newspapersThe Times; ibe Cluordian and 1’he Indcpendcnt.Ex-
eluded, [berefore, apartfrom tableids and o[her ‘dewnimarket’ newspapers.
are editonials,featureartieles, reviews,ebituaries,sport and businessnews
and,becauseof [beir himited extenit, newsflashesanid weatherreports.More
ebviously exeluded,within tbe ¡racro-genreof jeurnalism, is informatien
presentedin the for¡r of hists ratber [han as texts,suchas timetabies,fereigo
exehangeratesandlelevisienpregrammes.A sampleof thirty newsitemswas
coilected, of equal distnibutionaniong [bese three newspapers.Appendix 1
Iists thc headhincsof thc thirty newsitems accordiogte [he nameof thenews-
paperin wbich [bey occur.

Justificationter theseehoicesof tencanbefermulatedin termsof simm-
hanitiesof communicativepurposeandtex[uah organisation.Tbe basiccern-
municativepurposeof [be jeurnalistiegenreas a wbehe is, purper[edly, te
inferm. Merespecificaiiy.in eneview, j[ is te convince the veaderas te [be
truth valuesof [be mnifermatiensupplied(van Dijk 1988). Tbat is te say,tbe
persuasivedimension underlying this genre makes for formuiatien of
meaningsin sucb a way that [bey are nol merely understoedbut alseac~
ceptedas thc trutb oral leastas a possibletvuth (op.ri/). Merecosen faetors
ini [bis demain inchude possibleentertainmenívalue,social control and de-
elogicah commitment tegetherwith formation of epinien and ideologies
(van Leeuwen, 1987:209) aud [he ereating of pelitical disceurse(Fair-
elougb 1995).

Cenningen [be initiah part of fUe news item which is tbe object of this
aniahysis,[be cemmunicativefuoction of [he beadiineis te presidea summary
of [be newsitem ini an impactinganddisíinctjveform. It is tbe lead.however.
[hat is in eneview at leasí, ‘[be mosí distinclive featureof newsdisceurse
(BeIl 1991:174),‘a stery in microcosm’ which enicapsuhatcstbe niews evenr
anid the actors in it and [be framing of wbich, ini Bell’s view. constitutes[he
~ournaiist’spnimarywriting skill (ibid.).

Witb regard[o textual organization,[he headlineand [he head are seg-
mentedjote separatecbunks wbieh.al[hough relatedas regardsaUeu[ness,
are tex[ually discontinuotis.Re headimniej~ a ‘stand-aheneunit’ (Belí op.ci¡.
187) wbich is denivedfroin [he lead: it is constramiedUy ]imitations of spaee
anid beusestyle and fon tUis reason is wnitten niel by [he jounnahistbut by a
sub—editor.A lead 00 the eontrary is in Beil’s [crm a ‘direc/ioaal summary
(empbasisin dic erginal) wbich, while it piev¡cles an abstrael lo [he news
stery. 5 also a springboard¡ev [he furíher retelIing of the s[erv (ibid.). Ihis
charactenistiesegmentalionof newspapcrheadlinesanid heads responidste
certain featuresof ‘¡node’ ~: the fact tbat processingtime is greaterfor thc
addresser[han [he addressee,but the addresscv(the joumialist and oíhev
niewswerkers)are nieverthehesswovking te severetime pvessurcanid the ad-
dresscemight skim (G«.atiy op.cit. líO). The segmentationof beadlineanid
¡cad are re]ated therefore, oto Uothi i ntcracti cual considerations ¿joci [he
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ticuiatien of tbe disceursegoahs»as Goutseseiaims is [be casein [he seg-
mentatienof expositorytexis (op. cd. 43).

As regardstepic managemení,it is of no consequencete [he readerthai
beadlinesand leads are written Uy ditferent membersof tbe jeurnalistie
team.~n termsof readers’expectatiens,beadlinesandleadstegetherwill Ue
expected[o providean expressionof [he everalídisceursetepic,which fer
lesspersistentreadersmay makefurtber readingunnecessary.Neitherdoes
possibleideelegicalskewingof beadhinesinvalidate [he headiine-Ieadreía-
tiensbip. This is Uecause,if readers’expeetationsare te be fulfilled, reía-
[ionships of cebereneewill be establisbedUetween [be everail tepic ex-
presscdin [be headlineandits restatemcntin [helead.

4. METHQD OF ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

Disceursetepiesin [he sub-genreundercensideratienarestatedat the
eu[se[, anid canin principie be expressedaseitherclausesor nommniahs.Ap-
pendix II summarises[he distribution of headlinesini tbe sampleaccording
[estructural ciass:finite clause,abbrevia[ed clause,nominalgroup.

1 start frem [be premisetbat for adequatetextual developmenta reía-
tionsbip of cobesionmust be establishedbe[ween tbe beadiine(H), (in-
cluding a possiUlesub-headiine(sub-H)) and[he head(ibe first sentenceof
tbetexí, ef[en censtitutingeneshertparagraph)(L). Furtbermore,if [he ea-
tegoryof ‘summary’propesedby van Dijk is te hoidgeod,[he initial partof
a jeurnalistic text sheuldarguabiypresidewbat tbe readerwiíl perceiveas
a restatemeníof ibe beadiine,er an expanisionof it. As 1 havediscussed¡ni

section 1, situa[i(>ns can begiven fuil semantieandsyntacticexpress¡onvia
a finite clause,er they canbe nominalizedand expressedasentities.Given
thai the jeurnahistietext will nccessarilybe expressedby meansof clauses.
[he questienunderexaminationis te wba[ extent[he nommnalizinigeptienis
madeuseof as a possibieencapsulatingdevice.Alse feit te be petentiaily
relevaní is the tbematicstatusof ihe neminalizatienor neun compeund
when [hese eceur. [bat is, wbetbcr tbey eceuras [beme er as part of ibe
rbeme.

lo a dynamiewritteni genresucbas jeurnalism,in wbicb verbahcreativ-
ity is bigb, especialiy in tbe creatien of new syntacíic cempeunds,the
amount of variatienobservedmakesclassificationdifficult witbout resert-
inig te an unwieldy numberof subcategories.In attemptingte capture at
heastsomeregularitiesof ebeicesin ibis type of disceurse,tbe fellewing de-
greesen asealewerepostulated,witb no implicatien thai ah possiblecern-
bina[ions areacceuntedbr:
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4.h. Degreesofeacapsu/ation(frota bigh to bu’)

Type A: ClausalheadlinesummarisesD-topic as proeess
Nominalizatienin leadencapsuhatesasentity
Statusof nominalization:thematic¡rbematic

Type B: Clausal beadlinesummarisesD-topic asprocess
Nominaisin leadeneapsulate/amplifyas entity
Statusof noniinah:thematic/rhernatic

Type C: Clausalheadhinesummarises1)-tepic asprecess
Sense-nelatedNG inicad partiaily encapsulates.
Statusof NG: tbematic

Type D: Clausal headhinesuifimarisesD-tepieasprecess
Encapsuhationvia nominahsisgreaterini beadhinetban ini lead
Ciausahreformulationasprocessin lead.

Type E: Nominal beadimniesummanisesD-topic asentity
Leaddevelopsciausallywitb little/no encapsuíation
Tbematic/rbematiciiniking lesstigbt.

Type F: ClausalheadlinesummarisesD-tepic asprecess
Little/No cncapsula[ion ini chausaldevelopmenitof head

The numberof categoriescould basebeen reducedby subsumingal!
types of encapsuiatingnoun under [be term ‘nominalization’ (as Hatim &
Masende in defining ‘neminalization’ as ‘referring te wboheproeessesby
encapsulatingtbem in a single neun’ (1990:242)). Fer [be presentstudy,
bowever,a more detailed classifica[ion waspreferred as Ueing potentiaiiy
mererevealing.Figure 1. summanisestbe distribution of [he datawithin tbe
types.
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5. EXEMPLIFICATION AND DISCUSSION

TypeA: Causalheadlincsummar¿se~D-topicoscvcnt/process
Nominalizationla leadencapsulatesosentity
S/atusofnoníinalizotion:tbcmaticorrhcmatic

Feur sub-typeswere discernedwitbin Type A, dependingen eitber the
type of nominalizationitself (wbetberor net rela[ed te a verb or adiectiveini
the beadhine)anden [he [hematie statusof thenominalexpressíon:

Al. Neminahizationinicad relatedte verU in beadline
A2. Neminalizationat Themecreatedby cegnitienerutteranceneun
A3. Nominalisationat Themeami Rbeme
A4. Nominalizatienat Rheme

A 1. Nominalizatios;¡a lead is re/atedto verbalprocess¿a head/ine

(1) H.Rhiaohorasworth 3mpouadsseizedla London
L.The worids b~ggestseizureof rhino horns, worth aimost 3 million
pounds,was madeby police in London yes[erday aftera tip-off te tbe
RSPCA.

There is maximal ‘fit’ Uetweeniheadlinecontentand tbat of the thematie
norninalization.Encapsulationof dic D-tepieleadste new information in the
Rbeme.

A2. Nominalizationat Tbcrncis creo/edbycognitionor utierancenoun

Tbe nornmnalizationin tbc text is not baseden an elementin tbe beadlinie
but is ‘created’Uy meanisof a ‘cognition’ neuneran ‘uttenance’neun(Francis
1986)sucbas decision,aaaounccmeat,respectively.

(2) Vi: Americaclosestourismoffice
L: Thedecisionto closetbeUnitedStatesTravelaudTourism
Administration will meanmore tban three millien Britons beund for
Americathis yearfacea tinie-consumingbuntfor infermation.

Tbe nominalizationat tbe beginningof the text spellsout wliat is by new
information known from [he titie, and in this illustration establisliesa cause-
effectsequence.The effec[, presentedasNew informatien, is also partly ex-
pressedvia a nominalization‘a time-consuminghuntfor inJbrmation’.
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A3. Non,iaolizatioala boíb Therneotíd Rhetae

In this type heavy nerninahizalienat Tbeme in [he lead is parahieledbv
furiher nominalization in thc Rbeme. Betweenthem, tbey enicapsulatethe
D—[opic of the ncws item, taking in considerabiymore information [han ap—
pears ini the ciausahbeadlinc. The evdeningof ¡tic i nifermation is veversed
frem hcadlinete lead.prodncinga ‘cross—encapsultation’.

(3) 1—!: P/anner~compae/o rebulidbombedciív
1; The muhtim¡hhionpoundrebuihdingolcentralManchesterafter[he IRA
bombingwil] takc a majers[ep ferward today with the announcementof
fuenationalaudinternationaltcamsshorthistedto replanthearea.

Nominalizationis ini tUis j Ilustratien i oclude the denived(rúbuildiag~. thc
utteraíiceneun(anaouncea-¡ea)aíid the agentive(plaaaerú.

.44. Nominalizationca Rbeíne.

(4) II. (.ias¡gersopeasurrogateelectioncampa¿ga
L. A surrogategenerahchection campaign opened with a disphay of
confusion and fumhhingself-eontradietion in Wirral South yesterday.

Viere. as ini (3) abose,[he Rhemeof [he headlineprevides[he Themeof
the head,ini this caseini ahrnost identica!xvords.Convcrsely,nomjnalization jo
the Rhemeof [helead elaboratesthc Tberneof dic headline.

Tpe13: Clausolhead/inesummaríses1)—tepiccts proross
Nos-a¿na/s¿a leadencapsulo/e/aínp/ifvosentity
Statuso) nominal. themo/ic

Two subtypesaredistingujshed:

B1. Neminahsderivedbv zeroconversion
B2. Non-dcrjvednomiiais

Tbe nominais ini Typc B 1 are derívedby yero conversion (plan, s/riY 0/—

/empl). Repetition i n both bcadlinieand leMh represenitsenetype of lexical
eohesjon,as in j[ems 6, 9 and20 in Appenidix 111 (sale — sale, plan — plan,
sirike—sírite, respectivehy.By ceíitrast,ol/empo(Icad of itern 6) anid drive (lead
of item 5) are metadisceursalneunis, used lo t¿¡lk abotít anid interpret the
eveotwithin thc ongoingdisceurse(cf Francis 1 986).

(5) Vi: Sa/ebreokslasí wishojwidoív
L: A High Court attemptto haht the saleof a 1 miihion pound Jaenhean
honse that contravened the owner’s dving wishes has failed. Fresden
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(10) H. Parentstelí howtbeyloschildrenon bench
L: A ceuple yesterdaydeseribedhow they lost their ebildrenen a
crowdedUeachat [be startof a week-longholiday.

Tbis [ype displaysno lexical nominalization andno eneapsulationof the
O-tepic. Tbefirst sentenceof tbe text providesan almostidentical versionof
tbe clausal beadlinewith little new informatien. The Iheme is maintained
constantin betb,by rneansof lexicalvariation (parents/acoup/e).

6. CQNCLUSIQNS

Ihe sealeproposedanddiscussedin tbe previoussection seekste illus-
trate[be rangeof combinationsrevealedin tbe sampiefor tbe coneeptualiza-
[ion and linguistie expressionof a situatien,as carriedout in headlinesand
tbe firs[ sentenceof thenewsitem.

Tbe two main options asstatedin seetion1 — tbe clausalandtbe nomi-
nalizing — are availedof differently in beadiinesand in the immediatelyensu-
ing lead. l-leadlinesare predominantlyclausalin the sample;only twe eut of
tbirty were entirely nominal. Furthermore,with tbe exceptionof warn¿ng
(item 21) suffixal nominalizatienappearsno[ te occur in headlines,a finding
supportcdby an informal surveyof largernumbersof items in newspapersof
a símílar socio-cultural level. Tbis is consonantwith the hypotliesis tbat
nominahizationsare used as petendal‘encapsulators’of information pre-
viously made known in tbis type of disceurse.Syntaetic eempounds,fre-
quen[ly eontainingsecond-orderzero-derivednemmnaisoceasienallyencap-
suiatepart of the O-tepic in the beadline(P.C‘s truncbcon aaackroad rage
murder) and occur occasionallyas wholly nominal headlines(7%),Uut their
frequencyis greatly inferior te the clausaltypes.Of tbese,finite clausesac-
ceuntedfer 60% of the sampie,abbreviated(i.e. moodless)clauses26%,
wbile a smail numberconsistedof a cornUinationof aUUreviatedand finite
clauses(704) (seeAppendix II).

In tbe lead, two main trendswere detected,cerrespondingte [be [wo
¡ram optiens:te eneapsulate(part of) [be D-Tepic as an entity or not te
eneapsuiatein tbis way. Distributien slightly faveuredat leastsomeencap-
suhation.Tbus, 53,33%of tbe sample,containingitemslisted underTypes
A and B and [beir subtypes(Al, A2, A3, A4) and (BI and B2) respec-
tively, evidenceda censiderabhedegreeof eneapsulatienof the D- Tepic
by meanisof nommnalizationsen neun eompounds.Suebencapsulationsoc
curredtbematicallyor rbematicaliy,wbiie in sornecasesthe encapsulatedin-
formation wasdistributedbetweentbe initiah andfinal positionisof tbe clause.
In sucbcasesvirtually [be whole O-tepicwasencapsula[edinto two nominals
(see for instanceitems 2 and 9) connectedby a verb whicb ini sornecases
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helpedsustaina cause-effectrelationisbip.In ah theseinstances[be nemjna-
lizing ebeiceraisedthe conceptualizationand expressionof tbe event te a
considerablehevel of abstractioo.

Tboseiterns histedunder1), lE. andE, 43,33%of [he sample)madehittle or
no useel [be encapsula[ingoptien Uy meanisof neminalizationini [he lead. In-
stead,they restated[he conlent of the D-Tepic clausahly,keepingchose le ex-
perientialparametersof chronology,tenseanid agency.

The examnpheustedunderType C (item 13,33%)representsa transition
in tbat the fairhy extenisive neun group a[ Iberne recovcrscertain de[aiis of
tbe D-Topic omittedfrem [he headline,but kcepsclosete the participantsini
[be situatien,avoidingaUstraction.

The few nommniahbeadhineswerenet felhowedby any but a minimumde-
greeof encapsulatieni.

Overahh,encapsulationvia nominalizationanid neun cornpoundsin [be
text is fel[ te presidetbe tigbtestcohesienUetweenheadlineandtexÉ in cern-
parisenwith ahh otber cembiiationis identified in the sample.Fuvthermorc,
such nominalízationspresideniot onhy retrospectivecohesion,rephrasingin-
fermationas Given; [bey also prospect(Siiclair 1992) tbat is heok forward.
guidingthe reader[ewards New information. lo sornecasessucb jnfermation
¡ni its furo represen[s a restatementel [he headline[heme ini [he form of a
nominalization, frequently coníaininig considerablenew detail which xvouhd
be speliedout in [he subsequenttext. Seefor exarnphe(1 1) (item 9):

1 1) Vi. Rowgree/splanJor newetbniclobeis¿a census
L. Planste ineludeethniccategoriesin tite nextcensushavefuehhedan
argumentamongpohiticisus,academiesand equal-opportunitiesadvi-
sersaboutthebestmeansof ehassifyingminor¡ty groups.

Enicapsulationby rneansof nemiializationanid neun eempeundseffected
ini [be ways Ihustratedaboseis tbereforetexÉ-basedandmotivated;it firmiy es—
tablisbes[be D-tepic ini [he mesteceniemicalway, aveidingtedicusrepetitien.
it contrastswith [be merejargonistie ev ritual (l-lalliday & Martin 1993)uses
of nominalizationsanid syntacticniemiiaisini which the entitiesarenoÉ created
Uy eneapsulatioutbreughouttite text but are ready-rnade’ami presupposed
from [be outset. mnistanicesof such rituahistie usesalse oceur in the sarnphe,
sorne en [be way te ‘petrification’ (Leech, 1981 ¡1 974¡) er solidjfication’
(Lyons, 1977) such as ruad rage saurder,others having aiready reachedthis
stage(ot knijé-po¿aQ. lo a georesuch as Ihis, in which jeumoalistswerk te s[ricí
time schedu]es,ceinagessucbas [hese presideready-rnadeentitieswhich can
be usedwitheut pveviousexplanation.Qoce solidilied as a tixed expressien.
[bey can Ue steredin memevyanid retnieved for use; ‘feetbalhs te be kicked
areunidcognitivehyanid linguisticaiiy’ Maekenzie(1987:104).

Witb news items. the choice anid amount of nominalizationeariy in [be
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leadappearste dependin part en [he [ext type adoptedfor tbe developmen[
of [be D-topic, andultimately, perhaps,en tbe typeof newsitem itself and en
[be assumedpreviousknowhedgeof tbe reader.A news item presentingpre-
vieushyunknewneventsin narrativeferm may keepciosely [o [be chronolegy
of thc cvenitsandcontainlittle neminalizatien.Cenversely,if [he consequen-
cesof [be eventaredeemedmore imper[ant, tbe event itsehf may be baek-
greundedvia nominalizatien,and[he consequencesbrougbt into fecus,again
by a neminalization,as in illustration (3) (Arnericaclosestourismoffice). [¿ven
presupposedinfermation can be brough[ back inte fecus as in item 11 LS
tbrea/ensLo attackagoin. ini this news iteni aga¿apresuppesesa previcusa[-
taek,wbich in cffect is pickedup in [be nominalizatienwidespreudcr¿t¿c¿smof
¿ísera¿sernissi/estrikeyesterdaymorning.

A mereargumentativeer reflectingstancein tbe text may [berefore tend
te producemoreencapsulatingnominalizationthan in narrative.[¿venin nar-
rative. however,simple nomjnalizationoecurswitb two clear funictiens.The
firs[ is [bat of amplifying part of tbc D-Topic whicb had been presented
somewhattehegrammaticahhyin [be headline.Tbe resuitisa cemplexentity, as
ini the caseof [be Jacobeanbeuseseid againstthe ewner’s wisbes.The see-
ond funetion is te dramatisepart of [be narrative,as in ‘dic momentofpunir’
derivedfrom the Uack-formed ‘1 panickec/’wbich eccunnedsevenparagrapbs
haterin [he text (item 24).

Tbeseconsiderationssuggest[bat encapsuhatingneminalizatienfuifiis an
importantfunictien ini [be ieadsof newsitems. It canbeusedte restructurein-
lerniatien denivedfrem tbe beadlineas Given infermation, in [bematie posi-
[ion, orasNew ini finah position,enevenas both.

Tbis studyhasprioritized tbc cneapsuhatingfunictienof nominalizationand
neungreupsbaseden zere-derivedneminais.Varieusetherrela[iensips, sucb
as partial synonomy(parents- a ceup/e~ and metapbor(redffices — einbarass-
taení) havebeenbareiymentioned.Simiharhy. [hernatie relatiensbetweenbead-
uneand text, originahiy pan of [bis study, baseliad te be exciudedas beyond
[he inimediateseopeof [his discussion.Particularly wer[h further expleratien
in this disceunsetype from [be peinÉ of view of thematicprogressiens(Danes
1974) is what migbt be called ‘cress-encapsulation’.Uy which tbe Theme/
RUemecententof [be headlinereceivesRheme/Themeeneapsuiatienini [he
lead (seefor instanceitenis 2 and9). Ahh in ah,[he samplesugges[s[bat encap-
sula[iíig neminializationisavcry reah eption ini bigh qualityjeurnahistiewniting.

NOTES

¡ The coníexí of tbis sludv is Ibe project un Topic Managemeníin English and Spanisb
(DGICYT N<’ PB94-0256).ñnanced hy Ihe Spani.shMinistry of Culture and Eduealion. for
wbosesupporl 1 expressmy gralitude.

2 am indebíedto ibe refereesChris Boller asid PepeSimón ter Iheir valuablecomníenis
un an earl evdrafíof Ibis anide.
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APPENDIX

Hcadlincsof newsilems eempvising<he sample
(tO newsitemseleachpaper.Total 30)

Ihe Times (T)

4/11/93
Priest robbedat knifc point (pS)
Salebreaksiast wish of widew(pS)
Meohertelisof lasí hourson shopping[rip with James:(p.3)
Whitehall faces75 milhion pound racebias claitas (pS))

4/09/96
US Ibrealeniste attaekagain (pi)
Rhinohornswerth 3mpoundsseizedini London(p. 1)
Family [o denatevictimesovgans(pó)
Plannerscompelele vebuild hombedcity (p.6)
Hong Kong’s top judgete standlev Chief Executive(pI 2)
Prolesters¿4 Pepc’sFrcnch visit plant homí, ini church(pl 2)

The Guardian International (O)

27/04/96
US hal[s Lebanonfirefighting (pl)
PCs(runcheonatt.ackcososIhe MET reeorddamages(pl)
No te gramíniarsin Majors lexvn (p.4)

6/12/96
Serb leaderrejeetsway cuí of politicalcrisis (p.2)
Womanheidafter roadrage murderrernainis ini hospital(p.2)
Newtestrevealsgir] has CiD (p.2)
Methersanid baby doing well (pi3)
Qldest life steries collectedfor 20<10 (p.3)
Rowgreetspian lev ne~vethnic ¡abehsini censos (p.4)
Eurotuninelsufferswagonssetback (pS)

‘¡he Independent (1) - -

24/08/96
BBC underibreal.wavns Bivt (pl)
lobaccois declaredanaddietivedrug ini LS (pl)
Strikedampenishelidayspirit (p.2)
Parenos[cii how (beylos[ childrenen beach(p.2)
Churehwarning enrisksel cxorcism(pó)
¡ 30 yearsel historxanid the hopeof 200mi nevs fail le savepu (pó)

4/02/97
Wav of wevdsoverchildeare (p. 1)
Clangers opensurregate clectieneampaign(p. 1
RedfacesasLelaadmitsWorld Cupbaekinglev Germany(pi
Bey driverssavedirom blazingcar (psi)
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APPENDIX II
Distributionof headlinesaceording[e strueturalclass

A. Finiteehause

Salebreakshastwish of widow (1)
Mother [elís of lastheursen shopping[rip with James (T)
America cheses[eurisrn office (T)
US threatenste altaekagain (T)
Planinerscompetete rebuild bembedcity (T)
US haltsLebanonfirefight (G)
PCstruneheonattaekcos[ thc MET recerddamages (O)
Serbleaderrejeciswayout of pelitical crisis (G)
Rewgreetsplanfor new e[hnie labeisin censos (O)
Eurotuninehsufferswagenssetbaek (O)
Tobacceis deeharedanaddictivedrugin US (1)
Strikedampcnshelidayspirit (1)
Parenistehí hewtheyhos[ childrenenbeach (1)
Clanigersepensurrogateeleetioncampaign (h)
New testrescaisgirí hasCJD (O)
Womanheid aherroadragemurderremainsin hospital (O)
Whitehall faces75 niiihion poundyacebiaselaims (T)
130 yearsof histeryandhopeof 200 minersfail te savepit

TOTAL: 18(60%)

B. Abbreviatedclause

Priestrobbedatknife pein[ (T)
Rhino boris worth3m poundsseizedini London (T)
Vamily te donatevielim’s organs (T)
HongKong’s top judge[o standfor ChiefExecutive (T)
Mothersandbabydeingweil (O)
Qides[ life storiescollectedfor 2000 (0)
No te grammarsin Majer’s íown (O)
Bey driverssavedirem blazingcay (1)

TOTAL: 8(26%)

A/B Abbreviaíedclause+ tinite ehause

BBC underthreat,warnsBid (1)
RedfacesasUefa admi[s World Cup baekingfor Germany (1)

TOTAL: 2(7%)
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C. Nominalgroup

Churchwarningen risks of exevcism (1)
War of wordsoverchildeare (1)

TOTAL: 2 (7%)

APPENDIX iii
Thesampie:Headhinesanid ]eadsin threcdaily ncwspapers

1.H: Rhino homnisworth3m poundsseizedin London
L: The world’s higgestseizureof rhino horns,worth ahmost3 million poimnds. was
madeby police ini Londonyesterdayafter atip-off 1í the RSPCA.

2. H: Planinierscompetete rebuiidbombedcity
L: Theinultiniilhion poundrehuihdingof centralManchesterafter[he IRA bomhing
will takea major stepfevward [oday with <he announcementof Enenationahand
internationalteanísshor[listed[o replan[he aren.

3. H: Americaciosesteurisínoffice
L: ¡hedecisionto elose[he United SúatesTravel andTourisniAdministration~vill
meanmere[han threemillion Britons boundfer Amevica this seatfacea time-
consuminghuntbr information.

4. H: HongKon§stopjudgete standlcr Chiel Execulive
L: Iheannouneementhy SirTi LiangYang,HongKong’s Chid.Justiee,[bat he is a
candidatefor [he postof ChiefF.xecutiveto succeedChiris Pallen,[he Goieriior, oh
July 1. 1997. is Ihe latest b ¡arre event i n ¡he ríin—up lo Chinas res’’ m ption of
severeicnty.

=. H: Whitehaii faces75ta poundracebiaseiaims
A two-veardrive in Whitehall to mercasethenumberof hhaekamIAsian peopie

enteriíigthehighercchelonsof the Civil Service[hreatenste lanid [he (Jevernment
xvi[h a75m poundcompensatienhill.

6. Fi: Salehreakslasowish of widew
L: A High Courtattempt[o hall [he saleola lín poundJacoheanhouse[bat con-
travenedtheo.,ner’sdyingwisheshaslailed.

í. Vi:-UShaits Lúbarrenfiref¡gh
L: After ten daysof mercihesslong-mugewarfareacmossthehorderhetweenIsrael
andLehanonhy rnissile,airstrikeaudartihlery,aceasefirewasanneuncedsimulta-
neonsísjo JerusalemanidBeirul yestevdav.

8. H: Red lacesasUclaadmitsWorld Cap backingfer Gevmany
L: Thcrewasenibarassmentvesterdayal Ihe headquartevsof Ucla - Europeani
foetbahh’sgoverningbedy - as oiiieials admitíedthaI (icrmany’shid [o stagc the
World Cup ini 201)0had beensuppovtedaheadof an English claini. wi[houl br-
nial noniination,discussion,votingor competition.

9. 1-1: Row greetsplan for newe[hnic labeisini census
L: Plansto include e[hnic categoriesin thenextcensoshavefuelled an argunient
among politicians, academicsand equal opportunitiesadvisers ahoutIhe hest
meansofehassifyingniinority groups.
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¡0. H: Clanigers epen surregate election canlpaign
L: A surrogate general election eampaign opened with a display of confusion and funi-
hhing self-contradicdon in Wirral South yesterday.

II. H: USthreateniste atiackagain
Sub-H:27 Cruisemissilcsbit Iraq: Ne-fly ¡eneis extended
L: America deelaredlast night that it was ready [o attaek Iraq again in spite of
widespread criticisni of its cruise in¡ssile strike yesterday ¡norn¡ng

12. H: Euroíunniei suffers wagons setback (O)
L: Eurotunniel is resignied te [he prospect of having [o scrap or greatly modify i[s
lattiee -sided lorry wagons as a resuit of last month’s fire ni Ihe Chaninel Tunecí.

13. H: Serb leader rejects way out of pohitiení crisis
L: President Síebodan Milosevie of Serbia appeared [e tun bis back en a lace-
saving compremise with anti-govennment prolesters when the supreme cour[
turned dewn opposition appeals against ¡he fixing of local election results ‘u Bel-
grade.

14. H: 130 years of history and the hope of 200 miners fail tesase pil
L: One hunidred anid [hirty years of mining his[ory endedyesterdaywhen coal
produeden ceased al [be lasÉ pit ini Ner[h Wales fellowing [he workers’ decision
noÉ ¡o press ahead with an emphoyee huy- ou[.

15. [-1:Noto grammars in Majer’s [own
L:Parents ini John Major’s /-Iuntingdon censtituency base rejected bis proposais
for inereasing selective education. [he head teacher el the big local cemprehensive
said yesterday.

16. 1-1: Famiiy [o donatevietinísorgans
L: The parents of a university student who died after trying [o help a distressed
woman said [heir sons death would net be ini vain aud that his organs weuid be
donated for [ransplan[ in aceerdance with bis wishes.

17. H: Qldest life stonies collected fon 2000
L: A record of national eating hahits and tite life stories of Britain’s 1,000 ohdest
peoplewill beamenig ihe 72 prejeets in [he Milienium celebrations.

18. H: PC’s truncheon attaek cests the Met record damages
L: A man síruek oven [he head wi[h a truncheon was awanded reeord darnages of
302.000 pounds against [he Metropeiitan Police yesterday.

Tite damages ruling comes

9. H: Wemanheid after road rage murder remamnis ini hospital
L: Detectives investigating tite alleged road ruge inurden of Lee Harvey last night
relused [o eenfirm that a 27-year-old woman arrested en Saturday ini coninection
wiih [hekilling was his fianceé, Tracie Andrews.

20. H: Strike dampens hohiday spirit
L: A strike bv ¡ruin crews anid heavy ram disnupted travel planis for [housands yes-

terday as ihe August Bank Hehiday weekend began.
21. Vi: Chureh warning en nisks of exorcism

Sub-H:Cui[-iike healing centres see demenis ini wemen’s righ[s and acupuneture
L: FundamentalisíChristians who see [he devil evcrywhere can drive vulnerable
people lo suicide, aeeording te ene of [he Church of Englsnd’s most experienced
exorcists.
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22. H: War of wordsovenchildeare
Sub-H: «Mothers are key figunes ter educalion laik. lev taiking abeul bomewerk.
fon discussing what has gene en in Ihe day.>
Suh-H:«There isní a scnap of evidence lhat puuing ehiidnen in day-care whi]e
molhers go te ~verkis bad fer heaiíh ev eduealion.
L: Chihdren who alíenid daveare centres have higher lOs anid hetter social skiiis
than these whose methers do net work, aceerdiug te a leadiug ehild-research ini-

stitution.

The find¡ngs, whicb cncempass eight major siudies carried eut since the ¡ 960s.
centradicívesearehhighiighted by [he BI3Cs l’anora,na programme yesterday
whieh claimed thaÉ ehildren of working methers are rnove iikely ¡o fail al sebeol.

23. H: Parenitsteil hew[bey ¡est children en beaeh
L: A ceupie yesterday described how they losí theiv ehildren en a crowded beaeb

al [he s[art ola week-ieng holiday.
24. H: Motherleusof lastheursenshopping [rip xvith James

Sub-H: ‘He had been al ¡ny side whilc 1 was served. ¡ Ioeked dewni anid he had
gene.
L: Tite mo¡nent of panie when James fulgen disappeared fnem hk methev’s side
was descnibed ini bey own words al Presten Cvewn Ceurí yesíevday.

25. H: Newtest revenís girí has CJD

L: A h 5-ycar-oldQlasgowgirí hasbeenconl3rmedas <be wonid’s yeungeslvictmnil
of thc sírain of ¿he fatal brain disorder. Crcu-zifeldt- .Iakeb disease. allegedis
hinked lo ESE.

26. 14: Mothers and baby doing wehl
L: Three generationis werc doing well in a Darlinglon hospital yestenday - En-
tain’s first surregate grandmother, Ediíh iones, her daughter. Suzanne. anid [heir
baby, Calilla.

27. H:Priesí rebbed at knife-point
L:Muggers ini a tough inner city area robbed a Caihelie priesí al knife-poinl eut-
side his chureh.

28. H: robacco is dechared an addiciive dvug in 135
L: President Bihí Clinlon ycs[erday declaned an election campaign war 011 under-
age smoking. with a host of new resírictienis thai promise treuble not enly for ihe
beleaguered United Síates tobaeco industry but alse ter Eeb Dele. bis Repubii-
can chailengen lev Ihe White 1-bose.

29. H: BBC under [hreaí. warns I3irt
Sub-1-1: Riseinhicencefee is essentiai. he warns
L: John Birt, [heactivist 1)irecter—Geueral of [he BBC. last nighí launched an ag-
gressive campaign no mercase the ¡icence fee, warning thai ihe Corperationss
very futune ¿vas al nisk.

30. H: Bey driverssavedfrem blazing car
L: Two stcpbnethers aged 12 anid cight ¿vere puihed irota a blazing can by police
ycsterday aher a joyride whieh endcd with Ihe vehicle srnashing oto a pubafler
beinig dniven [he wrong way aiong a dual carviageway.


