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ABS’[RAC’[

Ii is b>’ new widal>’ ackoowledged thai iba greal majeril>’ of famale aharaciens en
Iba Jacobean siage diverge corsidenably from tba patriarchal role models of Elizabeihan
and Jacobean social>’, as anticulaled ir muab of iba pampbleíeering, bomily writirg,
manuals en ayer royal cemmuniqués of iba lime. F& frem Iba subservianí, silení and
abaste staraolypas of Ibase writlan garras, iba Jacebean femala abaraciar bacemes
rabellious and assartiva, vocal whan rol ei[ber surpnisirgly cloquení er marcí>’ garnuleus,
and sexually active if nolpradatory.

Tha aim of Ibis papar is te explore bew ibis abanga ir portrayals of womer is markad
in Jacobean drama by a sanies of syntaciia devices thai can oní>’ be appliad lo
Sbakespearear drama in isolaled cases. 1 sball pnincipalí>’ examine iba diflananí uses of
senlence t>’pa by botb mala and famala cbaracíars, iba relativa succass en otbarwisa of
Ibis usageard bow Ibis can be Imnkad te Ibacbanging ganden rOlas of Ihe day as reflectad
ir titedrama. From Ibis examiration, a picture sbeuld emerge of a female characíer whe
quesímens nod aballenges iba codas of bebaviour imposed en han by bar mala ceunierpanis,
a abaractar wbo, albejí more ofiar unsucaessfully Iban nel, saeks fon and suggasts
alternativa medas of relaiiog [elba epposita sax ard social>’ jo general.

1. IN’[RODUCTION

Oven iba pasí len yaars en so, Ibera has been considerable analysis of

Renaissanca dramaby beminist critics (Balsey 1985, Callagban 1989, Dusirberre
1975, Sardina 1983, Kahn 1987, McLuskie 1989, Rackin 1989. Williamson 1986,

Estudios Ingleses de la Universidad Complutense, 4,131-147, Servicio daPublicaciones 13CM, Madúd, 1996
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en Woodbnidge 1984). Addad le ibis, iberahaya bean numareushistenical siudies

ob womaifs estala durirg iba Early Medern peniod (Clark 1982, Erasen 1984,
Keable 1994, MacLean 1980, Plowder 1979, Pnior 1985, onWiesnan 1993).
From boíb types ob sludy —iba formar obten ob necassiiy dnawirg vary heavily
en iba laitar— ibera emerges a social, pohilical and cultural pattem el Inansition

in alí biahds of human aciivily, from an older orden ob absoluta monarchy ard
sbanply defined social classes, te a secieíy in whicb Iba bourgaeisiepregressively
acquines greatan alfluance andinfluence en iba ceunse el nalieral avenís. Upward
(asid cenvarsaly, downwand) mebiliíy, eilher ihnough successbul tnading en by
marniaga irte beth iba lardad gen¡ry and arisíecracy, was a sallen feature of
social change, al leasí ir iba by Iban langa urban centres such as London. Wiihin
Ibis coniexí, werner ware also beginning te play amere activa nóla in commercial,
raligious and social maííars, despile arepressive legal sysiam thai bannad Ibem
brom signing coníracís, laking legal aclion, obíaining leans, disposing of a
busband’s propenty and so borth. ‘[he enlenprising wives of London menchanis
asid sbopkeepans wbe nan ítem busbar&s busirassas ben them resentad lo iba
leopbola eldeclaring íhemsalvas as single lo alí legal and cemmencial abbecis,
ir order lo be able te canny eut Ibese necessany funcliesis te iba afbiciant rurning
of abusiress. Titare are also many centampenary acceunis el women’s cbanging
social acíiviíy, toe: in iba binsí dacada of iba centuny, cross-dnessing became
fasbienable and woman panaded anound London ir deublel and bese, with small
weapens al ibein waisís; gnoups ob weman weuld go «gadding» tegaiber lo
alaheuses, wbera Ihaircapacity to imbibe alcohol by Ml accounis sumassad thai
ob Ibein menbelk’; asid a flounisbing trade was cariad en by iba «watermen»
wbe barnied panlies of beisly ladies up iba ‘[bamas le ibair ancounters witb
«gallanis». Wbat emerges, titerafore, is a female imaga thai is in dmrecí
contradictien te Iba ene so diligently audinsisíenily pnepagated by institutienal,
and elber, literatura el Iba period ob Iba ideal steneoiype ob weman as silení,
chasie and ebediani2. ‘[balso many of Ibesa publicatiesis sbould haya prelibenated
atibe time, legelber witb Iba formal, nhetonical ceninevarsy thai was bairg waged
as abackground3, isjusí ene indicatien of iba lensiers causad by Ihase and olbar
faciens of change [bat beih man and women were expeniercing ir Ibeir
nalationships te each elbenduring Iba firsí dacades of savaniaenlh-ceniury urban
England, and iba resulting dispanilies betwean bow efliciahdom would haya
woman babave ard wbai womer actually did.

A corraspending misfil is te be observad batwaen Iba famale verbal ideal
nacommcndad by mosí ob Iba publicaiiens menlioned ir 2), thaI is, silence when
verbal communicaíion is nol s[icíly necassany [elba administening ebcnaaluna
comborts te [be husband, asid iba linguistia behaviour el iba bemale charactens
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perirayad en iba Jacobean siaga, wbo inaneasingly lake oven more asid mere of
iba dramalia space and lime. Qn Iba olber band, Ibera are bew raconds ob bew
wemen actualy spoke in real lifa al iba lime, for materjals sucb as diarias4 cannel
be considerad a naliabla seurca ber ascartaining what womans spaecb palierus
may haya baer; a diary is a genre ob absoluta pnivaay, in which [be wniler is
bread bnem pessibla censinainis or cersensbip lnom ethars; neilber are seuncas
such as count pneceedirgs a laiihbul reflaclion ob how a wemar weuld speak in
bar evanyday axcbargas, br Iba íypa of higbly siructuned, benmalisad —almosí
fenmulaic— exchargas ob ceurtroem practica and elber obbicial ceniaxis are ir
any case mala-designad; it migbt Iherabore be sabe te say ihal weman’~s actual
verbal inieractiesis witb malas ware somewhaí sborier Iban ibosa of Ibein dnamatic
ceuniarpanis. Wby, iben, ibis sbear velume ob bemala spaecb en Iba Jacebean
siaga, and why, toe, iba foregnounding and focussing of whal weman say onstage,
aven in Ibesa cases in whicb Iba lengíb ob a bemale cbanaciat>s iníanvenlien is
relatively sbort? 1 sball atíempí a tentativa answen te Ihase quasliosis ir iba
bellowing saciions ob Ibis papar, in Iba ligbt ob iba íype of sentancas lemale
characlens are givan te speak by (mala) dramalisís. ‘[bara is reí sufbicieni spaca
ir a papar of ibis langib le link ibese syníacíic dislributiens lo Iba pradominaní
dramalia modas of selilequy, monologua en «asida», so thai 1 shall cantan my
discussien bara en Iba synlaclic paiterus ihemsalvas.

2. TELLINO SEQUENCES

It is by new widely accepíad Iitat iba syníactic sequances ob mala and bemale
speacb haya urtil veny recanily variad greaily. Wenk en gandar-spacific codas
by linguisís such as Hirschmar (1973), Hymes (1972), Fjsbman (1978), Lakobb
(1975), Maliz and Borker (1982), and mere necanlly, Sperder (1985), Cealas
(1986), Camenen (1985) Peyníer (1989) en Gnaddel and Swann (1989), has
breugbl te ligbt a waaltb ob inleresiing dala en how man asid weman hardía Ihein
lirguislia knewledga dibbareníly by adoptirg quite dilbenaní sínatagies ir sama-
sex cemmunicaiion te ihese deployad ir bamale-mala excbanges. ‘[basa
dilferences are dinecily linked te iba gandan-reías eacb sax is expacted le play
ir social iníerceunse; fon insíance, according te Irlymes (1972: 102-115), soma
ob ibese dibferences are: wemars mene brequení use of hinguisiic «pneps» en
«bedges», en ibair widan use ob intensibians; weman are also said te use iag-
qucslions mora bnaquanily Iban man, panhaps oul ob a raed lo bava liteir síalemenis
confirmad asid appnoved by mala in[enlocutens; women use mona questiosis Iban
man, accondirg te 1-Iymas te keap cenvensation flewing en acceuní of ihair



134 Josephme Bregazzi

«relaliva waaknass ir iniaraclive silualiosis»; werner lasid te avoid Iba bara
imperativa berms wban lhey wast somabody (particularly a mala) lo de somelhing
ben tbem, prafenrirg tbe mora pansuasory sírategies ob «LaUs...», «Wby don’t
wa ...» «Could you pessibly....» etc.; ard of ceurse, woman are mene «pelita»
tbao man ir Ihair linguistia inleractions, ard make sparser use of laboes ard
swearing. Mesí el iba bealunas listad by Hymes peiní lo a lirguistia medium for
iba powerless, as againsí iba pewermadium ebmale speech. Hymes viaws mala
disceurse as basad en pewen wiib [heresulí thaI ir men-weman axabarges, man
íard lo intenrupí ard assanl ihamsalves far mere iban wemen, asid wben lalking
te aacb olber, man tasid te elíbar disagree with each olben en teially ignore aacb
e[her< ulterances, whareas corversation balwaen wemen is basad mora en
solidaniiy, suppert asid ar acknewladgamaní ob each otber<epinions. ‘[bis is
perbaps a somewhat nosy picture el famale linguistic inlaractien; u would ir

any case be an over-sialemerí lo say thai alí bamale talk is ceoperaliva in Ibis
way and it centainly doas nol apply te mucb el Iba bemala disceurse lo be
anceunierad ir [be Jacebean drama, wilb mis maliajeus gossips, lelí-tales, aré
acrid excharges batwear famala cbaracíers. It weuld alse be very difficuli te
ascertain wheiban Iba sama bindings beld ben actual bemale spaecb ob iba paneé
ir queslíer.

Apaní lnem Iba male-consíructad slareetypes of scold asid garruleus gossip
tobe feuné in betb drama asid conirovarsy-wniiing,Iba wemen ebtbepaneé did
nol ir general pessess [he mala linguislia skills ob rhatoriaal argumantalien,
daspile a noIaworlhy haréful ob axcepliens, ob abbecIive use ob cemmands, er
ragollailon skills; alí ihese lirguisíic medas, and olbars, ware aré siill are, ob
ceursa, iba prestige medas of verbal communicalien, prestige being equateé
wiih mala and banca wiíb «seriousness», as againsí iba «bnivolity» ob lemale
communication.

Yai paradexically, iba famale characien ob Jacebean drama is en [he whele
depicied as mastaning (mistressingi’) many ob Iba mala linguistic siratagias very
suacassfully, ir lací ir soma cases, lar more succassfully iban bar mala
ceurlerpanis; for insiarce, Vittonia’s splendid salí-delanca in TIte White Devil

II1,ii, by nesorting te [bemala moda ob dialectia, iba only maans of beirg lisierad
te by males. As siatad aboye, ibase instances ob penirayals ob elequaní, oulspoken
werner, are usually ir direcí contradiclion te prescribed lemale speach habits
bound in bemilias, maruals, laws, er eliquelíe-beoks of Iba time. Ir actual fact,
iba eccasiosis en which wemanob iba uppar classes wera allewaé lo spaak outsida
Ibair immediala bamily cincla ware vary bew, barred as tbcy wana bnem publie
speaking ob alí kinds, apaní from iba dubious pnivilage ob scabbelé farawalls. ¡si

real life sevaniaanlb-ceniury Englasid, Ibis lack ob a prestige moda of bamale
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disceurse is mada manifesí in iba wniiings el iba female panlicipanís ir Iba filie
Vir and Haec Mulier controversias, wbe bad te serve themselvas —like Viltonia—
ob mala judicial oratery and nbetenical argumentatien, both medas iban aliar te
bemale modas of tbeughi. Hew, Iban, are Iba bamala characiars of iba drama te
be intanpreiad in iba ligbt ob ibase dispanitias baiwaan very real ailampts lo curb
lamale speech, Iba myth of banal famale loquaaieusness, ané Iba corsummate
alequerca lo be wiinessed ir Vitionia, ir Iba subíla Livia of Wornen lieware
Women, in iba Ducbess el TIte Duc/tess ofMa/fi, en in betb Peníhea andCalaníba
ob TIte Rroken l-feart; or iba consíaní, abfactive cemmands lo enstage aciers by
Iba Citizan’s Wiba in T/te Knighit of t/teBurning Pestle, Iba slraetwisa nagolialiosis
ob Iba womer sbopkeepers el The Roaring Girí, en Maquerelle’s sbaping of
aliarnalive communilies lbrougb han wry stneam of communicaíien in TIte
Malcontenit? AII titase wemen display maslary el mala linguistia skills, Ibal is
of iba powar saquences of language, whicb depand very heavily en iba cemplax,
ambeddaé syntactic síructures of argumantatien, en iba elfeclive use ob Iba
imperativa, aré en a series of olben syniaclic paiierns thai racur lime aré agair
in pewen disceursas.

2.1. Givingorders

Imperativa siructures are mona obten Iban rol a gauge ob bow much power

a dramatia characten is dapicted as wielding. Imperativas ir Shakespearaan
drama, axcapí len Iba «virago» lypes such as Lady Macbeth or Volumnia, taré
lo be assigned te mala aharactars, wbeibar ibese eccupy a relevan posilion en
Iba social hiarancby or nol; lo Ibis ané, ore has enly te loek al iba sheen rumbar
el imperativas utiered by lago. Cenirarily, in wbat we calI iba «Jacobean» drama,
imperativas are usad incnaasirgly by lamale chanaciens, whareas ibose utíereé
by many mala cbaraclers obten bail lo achieva Iba dasined resulís. Nol orly is
ibeir use by wemen mona widaspnead, buí ibain abbaciivenass is also grealer.

Funcíiorally, Iba imperativa is a deseé, salf-contained moda ob disceursa
thai precludas iba dialogically communicativa bends of, say, [hequesíion-answer
saquenca. It ebvieusly aniails iba imposilion of iba speaken’s will en iba lislanar’s
bahavioun, eitber diraclly er indinactly. Felicileus usage ob iba siruclura will,
iban, mean Iba aerrasperdirg modibicatior of babavioun, iba imperativa as a
nasulí baing iba mesí imporlaní linguistiaprepagalon el biararabical relatiensbips
aré power II ibaralene lollews thai [be success er bailuna of iba imperativa lo
do jusí Ibis will be an imponlaní clue te bow bar plays rallad a crisis in authority

en a disintegnalien el hiararchical síruciunas. Al a mene individual laval, it will
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alse be a gauge ob Iba bencefulnass ob a characíer, en han/bis assariivanass en
will-pewer. As illustraiiens of bow ibis synlaclic siructure wenks ir drama te
perbenm Ihesa buncliesis, 1 sball basa my discussior mainly en Websíen’s two
tragedias, The Duchessof Malfi and The White Devil.

One obíba mosí síniking siruciural beatunes ob both ibesa plays is ihair ritual
er ceremonial paííennirg: formal Irials, divencas, pairing ob cbanactans ir Iba
lurciiens of aulbenilias, murderens, physicians, etc., formal deaih-scanas,
appeinímanís lo office, aH ob which are síagad as agencias ob social cebasion,
iba publia maans wbeneby autboniiy assenis itselb. Practically alí sphares el
auíhonily are depictad in ibase niluals: [ha stale, iba cburcb, iba family, aven Iba
arts and sciancas, aacb prograssively revaal.ing iIself le be alíbar cerrupt en
isiebfacíual. Imperativa usage will [bus sigral iba ebfectivenass er otharwisa ob
aacb of Iba instituiions en aulbonities, so thaI auihoriiy aré iba imperativa intanací
as metapbors of eacb oibar te projecí iba bienarchical nelationships of iba plays.

Gaspane aré Antonio are paers of Lodevico’s, se thaI ihair disguisad
imperativas te bim in Ii. of TIte White Devil, en ihein exbentatiens lo him lo
mard bis ways, are bermulaled íbnougb axamplibicatien ob bis misdemaanours.
Yai, lika mesí anjeindens in Ibis play, ihey are irefbectual aré rasulí in
Lodovoaie’s «Leava your painied comforts » (I.i.51-53).

Similar mnebfacíualiíy is naxí achoad al iba top ob iba bierarchical scala
tbnougb [he image ob bamily bneakdown ir Iii., ir whicb Francisco ané
Menticalse endeaveur lo modify ítem bnoiber-in-law, Brachiare’s, bebavieun.
Once mora iba atíempí is futile asid daganerales irte oper abuse batwear
Francisco ané Brachiaro.

From Iba bamily, we naxí moya te Iba inebbactuality el iba Law, as iba
imperativas it issues are calleé míe quastion. Once mere, iba receptor ob ihese
erdans refusas le accapí ibis autboniiy, as Ledovice aré Brachiano bave done
bafera, and meneoven displays blataní dabiarce of it. Vi[tenias

Dma wmtb Ihese pilís in yeur mosí cursad maws,
Sbeuld bring you bealíb en wbila yeu sil «Iba bencb
Leí yeur spittla cbeka youl (III, u, 274-276)

is a bar cny indaed brem Iba «reforms» en modibiad babavieur iba imperativas of
iba Cardinal asid Francisco bad been interded bor. Ir fact, it is usually [be
inierlecuten wbo nespenés, nol by accordingly medibying bar/bis bebavieun, as
migbt be axpected, buí by neturning imperativa fon imperativa in dabianca of
auíbority. Ironically, iba rolas of auibonity-subondiraie are revensed al iba and
ob iba play wben Ledovice asid Gaspar arraigil «aulbenily» ir tite persen ob Iba
dying Brachiane, en in Iba case of Vitienia ard Zancbes atiack en Flamiree.

‘[bis abortiva use ob iba imperativa appeans in similar situalions in TIte
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Duchess ofMalfl; ir Iba firsí ací of ibis tragedy, iwo mala chanactans, iba siristen
Cardinal and bis paraneid breibar, iba Ducbess’s twir Fandinané, werk as aieam
te give utiaranca lo a sanies elcensínainis en bamale behavieur in Iba benm el a
catalogue of imperativas. In numareus cases, Ibese imperativas are sbanad
batween iba lwo brothers in a Kafkian due, as for instance:

Feré.: Leí not youlb, bigb premotion, aloquenca -

Caré.: No,
Non an>’tbing witb iba addiiion, boneur,
Sway your bigb bloed. (li. 312-315)

as ib [bey bad leamed Ihair parts off by roía babenehané. Howevan, iba only ebbact
Ibesa admeniíions haya en ibein sister is te make han more determinad te pursua
Iba ceunsa sbe has marked out fon bansalb:

Ducb: Shall Ibis meya me? If alí my royal kindred
Lay in my way unte Ibis marriage,
lid make [bammy low foo[slaps.... (I.i.370 ffl

Aré Iban immediately effers iba spectater a sampla obhow sbe hensalb can
handía imperativas by ondaring bar maid, Canela, lo leave bar, bida babind iba
arras asid listen te whai is abeul le be said, alí of which Canela pnemptly does.
It may be anguad thai Canela, as ben suberdinate, weuld in any case haya lo
obey bar mjsíress, buí in terms of Jacobean concapis of «aulboniíy», iba two
bnoibans would bava iba night lo issue orders lo iheir sisien as bar «guardians».
Moreeven, iba Ducbess vintually «ondans» Antonio te manny ben.

‘[o Ibis and, u is significaní [batel Iba iwins, Fandinané has sucb dilbiculty
in gaííing bis erdans ai leasí baeded, ib nel obayad, wberaas bis sisiar is willingly
obayad by ibese she addnessas. Wbai Wabster ebbers us bara, iban, are twe
converse images: ene, in wbich mala cbanacíers «ir aulboriíy» ineffacíually use
iba imperativa, Ibain commands ir fact baing oparly dallad by Iba «suberdinale»
bemala ir quastion; and a saconé ene ir wbicb Ibis veny sama «subordirale» is
sean as being bar more capabla iban they are ebusing imperativa siructures.
Fendinaréis also ford ob issuing imperativas te bis mala subordinales, buí more
ofien iban reí, bis erdans are rol cemplied wilb unless he adds iba pensuasory
maans of paymaní, loo. He is conslanIly being challergad by Besela ir ti., wbo
bolés up le deubí eacb ané avary ene elFandinand’~s commands:

Fand: 1 would reí haya bar mann>’ again.
Bes.: No, sir?
Ferd: Do nol yeu ask Iba reason; buí be satisfied

1 sa>’ 1 would nel.
Bes: It saams you would create ma

Ore of >‘our familiars. (I.i.263-268)
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‘[be sama iypa ob unfmilful axaharge is repeateé savaral times ibreughout
Iba play,uniil ir Vii., iba new insana Ferdinaré issuas a serias ob oréers lo
Malaiasii te whicb nebedy pays ary atianlior. Similanly, iba Caréinal’s erders
le Feréinané are ignorad, as are iba Doclor’s lo him, toe. Imperativas givan by
males, iben, ir Ibese [we tragedias more obten Iban nel go disnegardeé aré are
banca an inéication el how bar [be system ob autberity has daganeratad, ané ob
iba exiení ob mala inalbaclualiíy.

Olbar plays ob iba pariod displays similar use ob syniax lo map oul gardar
nalaiionsbips. Livia el Women Reware Women censisíanily uses a variel>’ of
disguised imparalives ané persuasory sírategias wben sha wisbas te gal olban
woman lo de ihirgs bor bar en lo bahave ir iba way she wanls lbem te. «1 hope
‘lis al your cheica/Telake er refusa, Nieca» sha wilily remarks al tba ursuspecting
Isaballa’s dismay al Iba prespací of marnying Iba inane Ward (III. 82-83), ihus
appealirg te Isaballa’s (very limitad) bree will, instead of direcíly suggasling
ihal han sueca sbeuld rajad [be obfan. Howaver, sbe becemas mora opanly
commanding when sba addressas males. Ir [bebollewing saene, sbe issuas orders
te Iba Waré’s uncía, Guandiaro, le haya Laorlio’s moibar brougbí toben, whicb
ha prompíly ebeys as ib be ware bar social inferior, wheraas ihay beib baleng
le mora en lass iba sama stralum ob sociaty; latan en in Iba sama saena, sbe orce
more dapleys han persuasery skills lo maka Laoniio’s melbar, who balorgs te
a lass abfiuaní class, síay ben supper. Levidulcia ob T/te Ait/teist ‘s Traget!y, briskly
geas abeul seducing iba young sarvarí Fresco al iba baginning of II.v, by assenting
ovar blm Iba autbonity beíb han age asid han superior social status give han ovar
blm: «Clasp my waisí aré try» (II.v.41). Wbal are we lo maka iban ebíbese
porlrails of women gatiirg eréans carneé out aré man being ignorad wher lhey
giva tbem? Are we lo inlerpnaí Ibese usas of Iba impanalive - aré rol marely Iba
bara, grammatical imperativa, buí iba wbela serias of sinuctures in [he Englisb
language thai can perberm iba imperativa bunclien - as signalling a world turnad
upsiéa-éewr, a world ir wbicb valuas hayabaen inventad, ene ir wbich ir lací

«iba timas are out objeint»?
Qn are we wiínessirg adramatia sialemaní ob wemar’sgreaten assertivaness,

of women pentrayad as justas capable as man of onganising ibeirlives, olusirg
languaga effeciivaly, wemer ir fact as fulí human beings ralbar iban Iba sub-
spacies official or institutienal disceurses weulé haya tham be? It is cartairly
tampling lo tbirk thai [basa seventaeníh-canluny mala dramalisis were
dalibaralaly obbenirg plausible images ob bow real wemans speech dibbered
brom iba iheoretical medeis of «silaní» en al leasí unobirusive werner baing
issueé by instilutiesis ané aulbonilias fnom King Jamas 1 himsalb down le iba
parish pniesí.
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2.2. Asking questions

‘[he interrogativa sequenca also obbers inlenesling possibili[ias fon gendar-
markirg ir [hadrama ob iba paneé. Cemmunicaiively, aquastier is acorvarsalien
inhalen, a maans wbaneby comrrunitycan be astablisbed betwaan betb strangers
aré acquainiarces; bunciionally, a quaslien, wiih iIs basic raquasí ber fresb
infenmatien, isa measisob recruiiing coepenalien brem iba inierlecutor, ar appaal
lo enian irlo dialegue, te enceurter iba olban en acemmon greuné ob disceurse,
eiíbar by supplying new infenmatier en by corfirming en rejeciing isibormation
givan al soma prior siaga; it also assumas Iba superior knowleége of Iba
inlenlocuier en iba mallar lo haré, aré signals [he speaken’s ignerance. As no
olban syniaclic siructura, iníerregalives creala patbs of communicalion ir thaI
¡bey are upan-andad asid demasié response ir ¡ha form el soma kind of
krewleéga. Ib knewleége is pewer, Iban iba pewanless will be deprived ob it;
ibein mears te try lo allain ji (aré banca pewan) will be [hrough iba syniaciic
sequance ob question aré arswen.

Howavan, wbaí wamere oftan Iban rol finé ir iba enly lee brequení queslion-
arswer sequencas ir iba drama ob Iba paneé is thai Ibis essentially dialegia
bunclien ob inierregation is more obten Iban reí uraccomplished; characiers
corsíanlly question eacb elber abeul Ibamselvas aré Ibain relaliensbips, yai Ibay
censislently lail lo give or neceive satisbactony answans. Bosola does rol ayer
beihar [e answer Antenio’s queslion «Ha bath danied Ibea soma suil?» (TIte
Duchess ofMalfl, I.i.47), buí plungas instead irlo éialnibe againsí Iba «Arnagonian
brothers». A similarly evasiva neply is givar te B?acbiano’s «Do yeu face ma?»
in Flaminaos «O sir, 1 would reí go befere apelitia anemy wiíb my backIewands
bim, tbeugb ibera were bebiné man wbinlpoel.» (The VV/tite Dcvii, IV,ii.66-68);
ibis insatisbacíory place ebirbormation, wbicb balís tecomply wilb Braabiano’s
demasié, signibiaaníly comes abier a long exaharge beiwaan iba Iwe in wbicb
Flaminee gives back quastien te Brachiarcís question.

Titare are, bowavar, notable axcepliesis le ibispattern. Ore is wher quastions
ob iéaniiiy are posad, ben axample ir Iba exabange beíwaen Iba Duchass asid
Bosola ir IV, u ob T/te Duchess ofMalfi. In sucb cases, [be arswan, daspite iba
lací Ibal it is rol whal Iba inquinar weulé haya wisbeé for, is navertbalass Iba
«Inulh» withir Iba lrulb-system el [heplays. ‘[be elban axceplion is thai of queslion
asid answan saquances batwean abaraclars wbe are, as it wena «ir barmony» - a
rara pbanomaror ir iba dissenani world ob Jacebean drama - as comparad lo
iba more braquení unarswered serias betwean epanly cenblicíing charactens.
Chanacten abfinity is Ibus markeé by iba success el [hequasiion-answen sequarce.
Ir ibis sesise, Viuonia ané Fiamineeare «ir barmony» witb aacb olbar when ¡bey
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both conscieusly acíeut Flamineo’s éaath, iba wbela sequence, alíhougb afaka,
baing ibus communicalively beliciteus. Delio aré Antonio are likawise able te
quastion and answer eacb elber ir The Duchess of Ma/fi within Iba borés of
ihair lniardsbip.Lengen interrogativa sequarcas ir Iba two plays menlienad bara
erad en symbelisa titase aspacís. ‘[he arraigumení scera ob TIte White Devil

(111,11.) is really ar expandeé meíapher ob iba quasíion-arswar síruciure; iba
Duchasss death scane is basically ere long quaslier-answan axchanga with
Poseía en Iba subjací ob idantiiy. Hewavar, iba mosí cebaran answars are orly
suppliad wher [he speaker is both inquinar ard answerer al once, thaI is, wbar
it is acase ob selb-quesiiening, as for example, ir Besola’s «Wbat ihing is ir Ibis
outward benm ob marro be baloved?» (II.i.52), or Flamiree’~s «This nighí 111
know iba ulmosí of my bate... (V.v.116). er iba Ducbes<s answaning bar own
saarch ter iéeniiiy <4 am Ducbess of Malfi silil».

Quesíior-answer siructunes figura very preminently ir many olbar plays of
tite paried, particulanly ir Marsíers TIte Mulcontenr, ir wbich fon mosí of liii.
Piatre ané Malavole guestion eacb oIben; lhneugboui ibis exaharga, Malavola
adopís a similar «aniic disposilion» le Hamíal as he is aciing Iba pan ob ebfxcial
Malconianí, a characiar ihaí boréens en iba lype of iba Shakaspearean beel ir
bis total licance te ulter wbaíevar ha lbinks fil withoui bairg taken saniously,
aré as 1 said aboye, is banca iba parsenibicalion of bree speecb. Significantly,
Iba «answars» Malavola supplies te Piaír&s zany quasliens are raally very
subversiva commants en conlampenary issuas thaI may rol haya escapad iba
cansen bad íbey baen presentad ir ary otben lerm. ‘[be accumulatien of such
nisky piecas of infermalier supplied ir Malavola’s answers resulis in a parodie
pertnayal ob Jacebean court sociaty:

Piatre: Dream! ‘Wbai dreamesí?
Mal.: Wby, meibinks 1 sae thai signior pawn bis foetcleib,

thai metreza bar plata; ibis madam takas physic, [bat
ifeibar monsicurma>’ minisier te bar; bara is a
pandan jewellad; íbera is a fellow ir sbifí of salir
Ibis day, thai ceulé nel sbifl Co[bar nigbt. Hera a
Paris supponis [batHalen; thare’s a Lady Guinavan bears
up thai Sir Lancalol - draams, dreams, visiors, faotasies,
abimenas, imaginaiions, lnicks, cencaits! (l.iii. 48-56)

Maquenella, iba ageing pnecurass ir iba sama play, is iba bemale courtanpart
te Malevela ir free-spaaking and infermalion-supplyirg. As was suggesled
aboye, she is pnincipally responsible fon craaiirg an altemalive, female world
Ihneugh ben consianí informativa iniervenliens; ibase werlds may be censtrucied
areund suppesedly «trivial» maiters such as basbien, make-up en astrolegy, buí
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tbay are neventbeless sbarply contrastad te Iba mala world ob cerruptior,
irsoliéanity ané vielence as axemplibied ir Malavele’s answar givar aboye. As
iba supplier ob informador, bar quastiens lake bormally gnammatical interrogativa
siructunes alibeugb furcíiorally tbey are really efbers of belp ard advice: «And,
by my ínoíh, beaulies, wby do yeu reí pul you irte iba bashior?» (V.vi.13-14);
«Upen my bereur. Will ye sil aré aat’?» (II.iv.5). Despite Maquanell&s
«prebessior», daspite ben mencarary allituda te iba services she effers aré alí
Iba misegynistic diatribas ir T/te Malconitent, Maquanell&s altenraliva world is
ere ir which human bairgs are free te speak and babave as [bey tbink bit, ere
ir which pairiarchal corsírainís are pul asida, ere ir wbich womer ir fact make
ibein own choices ir accendarca wjtb iheir own basí intaresís.

Interrogativas, ibanafena, ebiar becema a síructural davice wbicb en iba
ore band symbelisas cbaraclers’ basic lack of salb-krewledga, ibair moral
conlusions, and ibair seancb fon ar understarding ob Iba incomprehensible
world aneuné Ihem; en Iba elbar, [hay axempliby suppesedly bemale aiíiiudas
of coepenalier aré assisiarca, wbicb saem le matcb soma of Iba spaacb pailerus
lisiad as idiosyncraíic of famale cemmunicatier by many ob Iba lirguisís
mantienad al iba bagirnirg of Ibis sachen. And it is labí lea famale chanacíer
te supply iba answar te iba ultimata questior witbir Ibis saanch: «.. alí eur wit
/Ard neaéing bnings us lo a Iruar sersa/Of sorrew» (TIte Duchess ofMa/fi,

III,v, 83-SS).

2.3. Rejecting reality

Ita Ibiré syntaclic saquanca thaI neeés tebe examinad ir Iba ligbl of ganden
ralaiiorsbips ir iba Jacobear drama is thaI mosí importan era ob regatien. In
iba Erglisb languaga, nagalion is reí meraly rasínicíad te Iba varb-regaiing
elemení «nol», buí includes a wbela sanies ob samantically negativa proneun
berms, aévarbs, iriensifiers, negaiivaly orientad prapesitiors, apaní fnem laxical
itams wiib a bigb negativa semantic cenan - varbs, neurs, adjeciivas, ard so
fenih. Nora of Ibasa alemanis sbeulé ibanafore be ignorad ir ar examinalior of
hew negalion ané nagativity are wenkirg ir a givar taxi. Ir werks of literatura,
negalior may alse be crealad ibrougb largar unís Iban iba pbrase en sentenca,
aré paníicularly ir drama taxis, lirguistia regaiiviíy can wenk togeibar wiib
negativa pIel siruciures te ibis aré. Dibberent degraes ob ragatien may
pregrassively be mapped oui tbnoughouí a play by using certair lexical items
en iníensibians, er by a prefenerca ter naga[ivaly orientad santence síruclura en
corditioral ferms.
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Websten aré Marsíer are twe of iba mosí eutslardjng crealors ebnagaiivity
wiihjr Iba Jacobean drama, so thai it will be iheir work thai will illustrala ibis
saction, althongb mucb of whai is sajé abeut tbem bara ceulé also be applied te
elber dramatisís such as Midélaten or Massirgar.

In lite case el Websten, atientier musí be given lo Iba way in wbicb dibbenenl
dagrees of nagaliviíy are pregressively irtansifiad by skilbul usage ob iba lirguislia
elemenís mentiored aboye. Ir beih TIte VV/tite Devil aré TIte Duchess ofMa/fi,
Websíar bagins wiib a modal le be elíher amulatad en nejectad by chanacters. Ir
TIte VI/hite Devil, ibis modal is sialad ir Lodevic&s «O Democnitus, ihy geds/Tbat
geverr Iba whole world», aré ir TIte Duchess ofMa/fi, II is Anionic<s acceuní
ob [he excallencies el govanrment al iba Franch ceurí ir [be ver>’ lirsí saene.
Disíancing bnom Ihese respecliva medais, givan as «infonmational» or affirmativa
sinictures, will be measured Ibreugb Iba iníermediata síages ob cerdiliers ami
less dinecí medas ob regatier le iba formal negativas ob [belmral saenes and so
te iba ultimata negaíiviíy ob deaih.

Perhaps Ihese mntenmediata siages are [be mosí intereslirg, fon iba>’ besí
illustrale Iba accumulative efbecis of negalier ir iba twetragedias aré underlira
tha cbaracíens’ inonically urwiiiing corbusion ob values aré albical irsacunily.
llanca iba frequana>’ ir iba earlien síages elboíb plays ob conditional senlences.
New, ir pragmaíic tarms, condujeraIs are ganarally usad lo expness urbulbilled
wishas, le spaculaía, le compare «wbaí is» wiíh «wbat ceulé en mighí be», ore
of Iba basic praeccupaiiens ob Jacebear drama.

‘[o ibis raspad, axaminalien shews ibal cordilienals are consistanlí>’ usad
by ihose characters whe are unsuna of Iheirpesilien en iheir relatiersbip lo Iheir
arvironmaníen leaacb elber ‘[ha Ducbass aré Antonio bedga neuné aacb olben
wiíb condujerais in Ihein ceuntsbip scana: «Ib 1 bad a busband new, Ibis cara
wera quite, en Anioni&s «Were Ibera ron beavar non hall 1 sboulé be bonesí».
Neilbar is penbacíly sune of bar en bis greuné as iba>’ íransgress iba nonms of
social sinatibicalion. Similarly, condujeraIs alse characlerise Viíteri&s speecb
as sbe cunningly equivecatas witb Menticalse ir Iba arnaignment scare of IU.ii
of TIte White Devil, wbereas whan sha is faced wiih mere immirert physical
darger, sha iypically cballargas thai dangarlbreugb syníaciically negativa ferms,
as is iba case al iba eré of iba tnial scera and ir han daaih saena.

‘[ha speacb of han breIbar, Flarnineo, has jis ewr means ob marking ragativily:
a raiteralad coupling obausuallyunexpecíad iniarsifyirg alemaní witb ajeclivas
ard advenbs, ore of Iba íwe tarms is usually negativa ir samantia cenen, tha
olbar positiva, which gives risa te such sírange cembinatiens as [be feilewing:

wordreus disceníeníed, unwisal>’ amoreus, wondreuspreud,
monstreus steady, frail reward, etc.
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It is iba ven>’ disparil>’ el cellocation ir ibesa sínuctures thai «coniaminales»
tite positiva elamants wiíb iba negativity ob iba othar, se thai ir contaxí man>’
olber appareníly positiva elamanís Ibus abserb negativa cerrelaíiors, as ma>’
be sean lnem iba semantia maiamerpboses urdergone by man>’ el Iba play’s
metaphors. It is also signibicaní thai Flaminee usas [basa positiva-negativa
combinaliosis wban be is baing cyniaa], wbareas wban be speaks in aarnasí, be
revenís te bermalí>’ nagalive síructunas. ‘[be picture ibus creatad ihneugh iba
negativa usages of broihan aré sistar, iban, is thai el Iba femala sigralling
dissaiisbaalior wiib Iba worldsbe has le live ir ibreugb ben usage el condujeraIs
(en «wisbful-ihirking» saqueraes), aré han final denials of tite values of ibis
world ir formal negativa sinucturas, wbereas iba mala can inenise abeul iba
inaebererces aré iniquities ob thai sama world by yekirg togaiban iba dispanilies
he percaivas in it. Nelíher sbould ene bergel Iba rumareus «wene 1 a man!»
axclamatiers by bamale chanactans: Beatnice of Mucho Ado, Vitioria barselí,
Beatrica-Joarna of TIte Changeling, Annaballa ob 77s PUy, aré el ceurse, nona
less iban Lady Macbeib. Can man Ibanabere batían intamalisa en cemply wiib
social irjustice, corruptior aré evil iban women? Websten’s diflerení gandan-
markirg of negativity seems te poiní ir ibis directien.

Laxjeal en correlativa regaiiviiy is alse canebulí>’ gradad, aré is nonmally
assigned te mala cbaraciens, íaking iba berm ob era citanaciar’s acceuní ob
aroihan, Ibis acceuní being mona olían iban rol éenogateny. Formally, ihese
acceunis are censtructed as accumulalive catalogues, as ir Flamineo’s
ihumbrail sketches of Iba ambassadens, whicb are menal>’ humoreusí>’ mona
previews lo Monticelse’s diatriba againsí «wbenes»(III.ii.), en ir Antonie’s
accounts lo Delio ob iba Cardinal aré Ferdirané, wbicb prasage Iba brother<
bananguing of iba Ducbess en iba cenducí of wiéews (Ii.). Malevele, iba tille
aharaciar ob TIte Malcontent, Iba «altar ego» of Allebrenio, is given lwe distincí
idielecis ir iba pía>’: ere as Malavela, andIba olber as bis «irua» salfAltebronio
(althougb it is rever parfecil>’ alear wbich is iba «real» man). Ita siaga directien
ir I.iv.43 marks Ibis: BILIOSO entering, Malevo/e shifteth his speech. As
Malavole, Iba Malconíaní, bis speecb is characlanised by lexico-semanlia
nagalivil>’, catalogues ob negativa iiams asné cencepis, as well as a higbl>’
alliterativa medium wilh exclamaiiers ard expletivas also ver>’ garerously
pappening bis interveniiors. Ir ibis rOía, be is bree lo rajad Iba valuas ob iba
social>’ thai has usurpad bis nigbIbul pesitior ob Duke, thai has asínangad blm
bnom bis wiba Maria, and ir whiab advancemení geas hand-ir-band witb sexual
lavours. As Malevole, be is al liberí>’ te giva van le alí iba disgusí he feels
fer sucb an arvironmení (nead thai of Jacobean London?), so thai ha ayer gais
away wiib dirací insulí:
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Mal.: Mendoza, bank ye, bank ye. Yeu are a treachaneus villain:
God b’wóa!

Man.: Out, yeu basa-bern rascal!
Mal.: Wa are alí Iba sons of beavan, ibeugb a Iripe-wife wera

our moibar. Ab, you wborason, bol-reinad ba-manmesal!
Egmstus» didst ayer bear of ene Egislus?

Mar.: Gistus?
Mal.: Ay, Egistus; be was a filíhy incentinaní flasbmonger,

sucb a ore as Ibeu art. (I.vi.3 ff?)
Heweven, wban abra as «bimsalb», en Altebrente, ibis sama disgusí and
rajactien of social>’ is arliculaled ir formalí>’ negativa syntactic paiianrs, as
atibe beginning ob IILii.:

Mal.: 1 carnet slaap; my ayess ill-naigbbouning liés
Wmll bold no fallowsbip. O tbeu pale sobar nmghí,
Tbou [batir sluggish fumas alí sanse dosí steap...

wbicb imnediaialy swiiches tebis mora lexicalí>’ negativa moda iba minute Bilioso
arlans: «Eldan el Israel, ibeu bonesí debed of wicked natura aré obstinate
ignenanca...». By centrasí, Maquarellas spaecb disptays apredomiranca ob very
posilively orientad laxical ilems; iba world sba consirucis witb ribbens, make-up,
potiens, is articulalad ir positiva catalogues, as againsí Malevela’s negaliva oras:

Maq it punifiatb Iba bloed, smoo[baib Iba skin,
anlivaneth Iha aya, strangihanath iba vains, mundifiath
[beieatb, cemferlatb Iba slomach, fortifie[b [heback,
ané quickanatb Iba wit... (II.iv.19-22)

It is oní>’ wban Maqueralle cemmenis en mala valuas en explicitly discussas
mala bebavioun thai bar spaech bacomes betb laxicalí>’ ané synlacticallynegativa:

Maq.: «Qn bis Inelb, la» believe bim reí;... Premisa of
mainimor>’ by a yeung gallan, te bning a vingin lady
irte afoel’s paradise, rnake bar a greaiweman, and iban
casi ben off - íjs as common as natural lo a ceunliar,
asjaaleusy lea citizen, glutieny [ea puntan, wiséom le
an alderman, pnide te a laibon, en an ampí>’ hand-baskei
leona of ibesa sixpenny damnatiens. «Of bis irotb, la»!
Baliave bim rol; traps lo caicb pola-cais! (V.vi.95 ff41

‘[ita polarising of negativity ir ibis way gives risa te saveral questiens.
Firsil>’, is iba spectaten te inlerpnet Maquanell&s world as a valid alternativa te
iba irtrigua, cenruptien aré vielanca of iba mala era ir iba pía>’? Centairí>’ bar
chearfnl delight in boib human relaiiorships (WC should net forgei thai ibis is
berjeb) andpretí>’ íbings makes hana far mora sympathe[ic characier iban most
of tite etbers. Wiíbin bar cincle, women are prelecied bnom man, irsiructad as te
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bew te preserve ibair inner selvas from mala dominance, ané how te surviva
Iba bestila arvinonmaní in whicb iha>’ bava te liva. Sacondí>’, of ceunse, deas it
fellew thai it is Iba malas alone wbo are raspensible fon eneaiing alí ihings
negativa ir tha world? It sbeuld not be bergoiten thai TIte Malcontent epers wiih
a «nagalier» ob music («Iba vilesí euí-of-ture musio»), tnadiíionally a symbol
of universal harmon>’ in wasíem cultura, emanating frem Malevela’s chambas
Ard ibindí>’, wbich world is te be viawad as iba mene desirable era:
Malevele/Altofrontc<s negatival>’ consinuad ore witb iis naureíic naprassiens of
pleasura, en Maquanall&s amiabla, «sinfulí>’» positiva era thai dalights alí tite
senses? Marsíen ofbens no answans te [base questions, buí marel>’ bolds up iba
mirren fon Iba spacíaion te maka bar/bis owr cheica.

3. CONCLUSIONS

‘[be boragoirg pagas te soma axtení illusirata iba citanges ir wemers
behaviourané parbaps ir ibeir speacb babits, toe. Obviousl>’, Ibera itas nol baen
space lo examina aacb and ayer>’ ore of Iba textunal and discursiva devicas iba
dramatisís of Iba panied usad lo ibis erd; elbanalamanis, sucb as Iba assignmeni
tefamala charactens ob tite «prestiga» en privilegad medas of dramaíic solilequy
or iba «asida», will be discussed ir a separata papen. As bar as syntaciic
disiribution is cercenad, bowavan, it ma>’ be said thai iba syntactic sequencas
examinad ir Ibis papan are carabully dasignad te funclíer dibbarently according
lo Iba ganden of Iba dramatie charactan, mala ané famala cbaracíars usirg Ibain
dibfaneni ferms ob imperativa, interrogativa aré negativa le creala ven>’ difbarenl
sealas of values fon eacl gandan; in iba case ob mala usage ob ibesa fomis, it is
mora obten iban nol acase of sigrallirg Iba mala’s desperata aréeavours lo cling
en te sorneoldar, obsoleta ané crumbling ender (Ferdinané, Altofronio, Francisco,
Antonio ob TIte Witch, Virdice, D’Amvilla of TIte Aitheis0s Traget!y, en iba
sevenal «Dukes» ard baavy baIbans te be fourd ir Jacebean drama), usualí>’ b>’
ursuccessful atíempis te control Ibis mulaní world íbnougb imperativas, te ir>’
te urdensiaré —agair unsuccessfully— iba causas fon ibis charge tbrougb
iniarregalivas, orto damonisa iba ayer mene burgeonirg demards of Iba female
cbaracíans íhreugb regatien; en iba olbar baré, famale usaga of tite síructures
examinad bara peinís lo a grealer self-cenfidanca ir Iba (ver>’ obten successbul)
use of iba imperativa, a dasira te eiiban atíair powan ibrougb knewledga en
aslablisb fluid ralaíiorsbips wiib otbans by brequeníl>’ makirg use of iba queslion-
arswar saquarce, en te rajad iba inepanativa values ob iba mala world ibreugb
nagatien ané preposa newar, mora cebaran alternativas for human social>’. As
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a nasulí, it is womer and nel man who emerge as iba agenis of changa, iba man
baing sbown as vary much bebiné iba limas threugb ihair cemmunicaiiva
debiciancy. ‘[be sample obbared bara illusiratas an marease ir iba proiagenism
assignad lo bemale cbaracíens and perbaps givas soma indicalien el a mene
s>’mpalheíic altitude le wemar’spnoblams aré dilemmas en iba pan ob iba mala
dramalisís wbo pertra>’ iham. However, 1 ibirk Ibal it weuld be stratcbirg apoiní
a litila toe bar te assert thai tbis was avidarca ob a rascan laminism en Iba parl
ob eilhar mala dramatisís en real-libe women of iba time.

NOTES

Cf for axampla, pelnayals of such outings in MiddlaiorVs A CItaste Maid in Cheapside,
en in Iba eanlier salira by Skaltoo The Tunnyng of Elynour Rumminge, in botb of which matura
matreos are depictad in alcoholia dabauch.

2 Fon example, Sir Thomas Ovarbur<s A W(fe (1614), Heon>’ Smiths A Preparative to
Marriage (1591), William Whatel>”s ABride Bush (1617), Wil]iam Gouga’s Do,nesticall Dudes
(1622), er Jamas l’s ewn cenínibutien lo iba quastion. iba ¡iasihkon Doron (1599).

2 Cf. Woodbnidga 1984: 49 ff
Cf. Patricia Crawfond: Womars publishad wniíings 1600-1700i0 Prior 1985: 211-265.

nod Sarah Hallan Mandelsen: Stuart wemen’s diarias and occasional memeirs, id. 181-210.
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