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ABSTRAC’[

Re construclion anddafinitien of Iba excluded or marginalizad individual was ene
of [be main cencarns of Iba Frencb pitilosopiter Michel Feucaulí. His Ibeories en Iba
«tecbnolegiesof [be self» haya preved lobean iníaresting bol of analysis fer faminisís.
‘[be aim of Ibis papar is te use lbem le analize Marge Piercy’s novel Woman on tIte Edge
of Time and relata [be Feucauldian Iheenization en Iba axciudad sufijací lo betb Iba
genderad individual and bar literary rapresantation.

WItat ¡ xvanted to know was Itow tIte suhject constituted
himself in sucb ant! sucb a t!eterminedform as amad subject
oras a normal subjec~t, ¡It rougb a certain number ofpractices
wIticb were games of ¡ru/It, app/ications ofpower

Michal Feucaulí

Tobe different, oralien, isa significant iffamiliarcultural
metapItor wIticb marks tIte boundaries ant! /imits ofsocial
identily. It allows difference to be marginalised ant! any
dissonance ¡o be smoo¡Ited away it/iris confirming ¡he
dominance of tIte centre over ¡he margins.

Janny Welmark

Estudios It~gIeses ¿lela Universidad Complutense, 4,91-104, Servicio da Publicaciones UCM, Madrid, 1996
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1. THEORISING ‘[HE EXCLUDED SUBJEC’[

Frem iba very síarí of bis intellactual carear, Michel Feucaulí devotad
bimselb lo studying, bnem an histerical peiní of view, iba lechnelogies of iba

selb and what he callad «dividing practicas»: thai is le say, iba practicas thai
divide iba individuals, among elber calegories, batwaen sane and insana.’ Re
was particulanly concemed with iba analysis el Waslam cultura and iba hisíerical
and enielogical calegories and disceunsas thai define wbal wa haya come lo
know as Waslern normativa identity becausa, as Jana Sawicki raminds us:
«‘[basa disceunses located identiiy wiibin iba psycba en body ob Iba individual,
cencaiving ob iba latieras a bixed and unifiad entity» (Sawicki, 1992: 41). On
[be conlrary, accerding te Feucaulí, identiiy is Iba resulí ob a multitude ob
bisiorically constiluied social relalionsbips and, fon Ibis neason, be denias iba
exislence ob a stalic aud assenlialist idea ob subjectiviiy. He was parlicularly
iniarested in a typa ob power thaI liad Iba subjecl and situaled bis en bar
individuality in Ihain sexualily; in Ibis sanse, ibis is wbat Feucaulí declarad lo
Rabinow and Drayfuss: «‘[bis ferm ob powar applies ilsalf te immediale
everyday libe wbich catagerizes iba individual, marks bim by bis own

individualiíy, atiachas bim lo bis own idaníity, impeses a law ob trulb en bim
wbicb ha musí recognize and wbicb olhans haya lo recognize in him. It is a
ferm ob power whicb makas individuais subjecls» (1983: 212). Wa can iban
abbirm thai bis works and bis declanatien thaI: «... man is an inventien of nacení

date. And ene panhaps neaning iis end» (Feucaulí 1973: 387) obligad iba Wesíem
iniallectual cemmuniiy te meya away brom enlological Ibeorias sucb as
Phenemanology er EssenIialism and te lake a critical inierasí in alí iba opposites
[bat constituía euncultural beritage.

Feucaulí, in an iníarviaw of January 1984, raminds us Ibal: «My preblem
has aiways bean, as 1 said in [be baginning, Iba probiam of iba ralatiensbip
batwaen subjecl and Iruib» (Feucaulí 1988a: 9). ‘[he inlanasí thaI iba Franch
pbilosopbar bali bor Iba practicas which consirucí subjactiviíy awakanad bis
desire ob knewledga br iba bormalion ob Iba marginal subjeci and led him te
declara thai: «We haya yat te write iba bisíory ob Ibal olben ferm of madnass,
by which man, in an ací ob sovereign reasen, confine ibeir naigbbours, aud

cemmunicaía and necogniseaacb olber íhrougb Iba marcilass language ob non-

madness» (Feucaulí, 1967: ix). Fon Feucaulí, Iba codas thaI constituía iba base
of iba dominaní apistemelogy ací brem within Iba individualilies in orden lo
dalina and assign tham a determinad place wilbin Iba onder of tbings. Se, ib Wc
give ciesa lhoughi lo bis wonds and use íbam as a síarting poiní, it is possibla
te affirmthai iba figura of iba exilad subjací2 —-iís absance en laclc—becemas
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of basic imporlance wban we musí question, for axample, Ibamarginal position
thai Wasiarn oníelogy assigns te soma gnoups ob individuals en, te use Sarab
Cernell’s werds: «‘[be mala-delined world puls dilfenenca en iba seale of
hiananchy [.1 Wa are nel spaaking abeul opposition, nel abeul iba war ob iba
saxes. Wa are iaiking abeul aqual and dibberant. Ib ‘equal’ becomas an equivalení
lo ‘Iba sama’, Iban Ibosa who are diffanenI are excludad» (1990: 37). Fer iba
sama neason, wa also haya lo slness Foucauli’s intuition ob iba exislenca el a
gnoup ob practicas thaI haya representad lite assentiai cendilion te leí iba mad
subjaci3 bully anlarIba gamas ob’[mtb. ‘[bis is what Michal Feucaulí angues in
ene of iba birsí pagas of Madness ant! Civilization:

Wbai doubllass remained longar iban lepros>’, and would persisí wben Iba
lazar beusas bad baen ampíy for years, were tba values and images atíachad
le [ha figure of Iba lepar as well as Iba maaning of bis axciusion, Iba social
importanca of Ibal insistaní and fearful figura wbich was nol driven off
wslbeuI firsí being inscribad wi[bin a sacrad circie. (Feucaulí, 1967: 6)

By wriling Ibis papar 1 want te slrass two ibings. ‘[be firsí is lo giva an
exampla el bow Iba censiruclion ob Iba insana subjecl is carried oul by sociaty

by cenvincing, ameng olbar praclicas, iba axcluded subject ob bar difference
bnom Iba nesí of individuais.4 II is íhrougb Iba manipulation and application el
Iba «lacbnologies ob [ha salf» thai iba mad subjact is brougbt te accepí iba
individuality sba is given by socieíy; sbe believas whal sbe is bid and accepis
bar dibfenenca and situates herselb wiíbin ‘[he circía’, [bat is le say wiibin Iba
bordan thai limiís bar lraadom and condemns bario manginaliiy and exclusien.
Ita sacend is lo show bew alí ibis materializas in Iba liiarary rapresenialion ob
madnass and exclusien and ihein ralalien lo Iba gandened subjací, bacause as
Elspetb Probyn angues: «... Iba saifeperales enlelogicaliy asan instance olbeing

bnougbi fertb in cartain locations: ameng bniends, in centain gandered spacas, in
soma wniiing practicas, aud in Ibeonatical contaxis» (1993: 88).

Exclusien saems te haya baen a cemmon axperianca wbicb woman and
insana pensens haya subfarad, and in mosí cultures we can say thai [hay still de.
Westann culture is nol ebviously dibbarant and, as we haya slressad aboye,
Foucault’s tbougbt evidentiates iba idea thai Iba normativa Westann identity is
basad en Iba debinition of iba Olbar, thai is le say ob Iba marginalized or excluded
subjací.> II is in Ibis sanse thaI 1 am going lo carry oui a Feucauldian reading of
Marga Piercy’s Woman on it/te Et!geof Time. 1 tbink thai in Ibis novel Iba aulben
evidentialas lite ideas thai promete Iba formalion el iba socially and oníologically
excludad subjecí in Wesiarn cullure and, apparently, proposes a solulion by

dapicting a ulopian world in wbicb Iba rules thai help te create iba cencepí ob
exclusion are banned. Piancy uses Iba revoluiienary pelenlial of fantasy le give



94 Silvia Caporale Bizzini

Consuelo, bar pretagonisí, Iba chance lebigbI againsí Iba psychiaíric appanalus.
As Franzyska Gygax poinís ouI:

Woman on tIte Et!ge of Time is a valuable altampí te describe a world in
wbich Iba normal wornan is ofian defined by psychologisis as Iba
bousawifa, contení wiíh passiviíy and limitad auíbeníiciíy. Tite novel alse
depicís a social system —partí>’ by means of Iba cenínasí of Ihe ulepian
world— in which madnass is connacíed te Iba famale social cendition
(Gygax, 1991: 57).

Piercy’s liíarary work can be debinad as political and characiar-cenirad. It
is ihnougb Iba dascniptien of bar cbaractens and ibain social background, usually
peer and marginal, thai sba mies lo dapicí iba condilien of a subjací who is
marginalizad nel only for bar raca or for balenging te a lewer social class, buí

also becausa ob ben sex. PIar crilique el iba dominaní siruclunas ob pewan
materializas in bar narrativa and in bar poatry. Sba is able te relate iba posilion
ibal Iba subjacl bolds within neality and wbaiber sucb raality is centemporany
or belongs lo possibla futura worlds is nel importaní. What is raally importaní
is ben commiilmenl lo a narrativa wbicb is usad by Iba aulhor le attack [he
power/knewledge ralatien and te decenstrucí Iba nel in wbicb Iba subject, wbo
is iba resulí ob ibis ralalien, is ínappad. In Bot!y of Glass (1992), ene obPiarcy’s
lasí novals, Iba cencarn Iba aulbor beels fon Iba position ob iba gendened subjecl
in secieíy is davaloped in a futura world ob cybanpunk marked ~>‘[haOulsida/CiIy
(Insida) dicbeíonty. 1 haya takan [bisnoval as a quick axample bacause, as Jenny
Wolmank stnassas: «Piancy uses iba preblama[ic natura ob iba cyborg te previda
a generalisad criliqua ob deminaní cultural netiens of human idaniiiy wbicb,
wban tbey are ambedded in cybameiic systems, reproduce axisting siructunas
obpowan» (1994: 134).

2. WRI’[ING DIFEERENCE

Consuele, Cennie, is Iba main character of Manga Piarcy’s Wornan on it/te
Edge of Time and bar axpanianca takes place in and oul ob [ha psychiairic
institution. Cennie’s slory síarts whan sbe burís bar niaca’s pimp in ordar lo

dabend bar. He manages te hayaConniepul mio a mental institutien and laballed
as a violení patiení and iba whele story moyas aneund bar axperienca in iba
mental hospital. As we read Iba noval wa discoven thaI it is nel iba firsí time
Cennia has baen pul mio a public psycbiaínic insiliulien buí wa undersiand thai

ibis time it wiil be Iba lasí, as Conniawill nol coma out of iba madbeuse.Wbile
in hospital Cennia realizas fer sure sba is a ‘catcher’ (sbe bad bad iba firsí
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axperience in bar kilcben buí could nol beliave it), thaI is te say a parsen wbe

is abla lo cennecí wilb a woman lnom a utopian futura callad Luciente. ‘[bis
way, bnom iba beginning ob iba taxI, Connie’s stery sbifis betwean [he twe
dimensiens ob inside and outside. In Cennie’s case iba enisida is nol representad
by iba euler world, thai is le say by a world thai pbysically exisis, buí it is

representad by Matapoisail, a ulopian and futura world wbera sha Iravais and

Ibal she reaches lhneugh benmmd wiib LucienIe’s belp.~ Ita inside is raprasanlad
by belb Iba instilulien aud jis social and entological maaning. ‘[be angar and
iba daspenatien tbrough whicb Consuele Iries lo ovencoma barbear are reflectad
nol enly in iba way she describas bar annival al Iba hospital, buí also in Iba
DanIesqua naprasenlalien sha makas of iba world ob iba instilutien:

‘[ben Iba gatas swallowad Iba ambuiance-bus and swallewed heras sba lafí
Iba world aud enterad iba underland wbera ah wbo were nel desired, wbe
caugbt like reugb taalb in Iba cogwhaais, who had no place en bit crosswise
Iba ene Iba>’ wene bammerad míe, y :ra cantad lo rapaní of Ibair con[rariness
orlo pursue ihair mad vision down e Iba pil of terror míe ibaasylum thaI
offened nona, Iba bnekan-springed ous rougbl>’ gallepad (31).

Connia is desperala and bnigbtaned: sbe is locked in and han enly daughier

has bean given in adeplion le a wbiie Anglo-Saxen ceuple.’ ‘[ha real world, [he

social workars and iba social appanaíushaya bailad ben; sba is permitied le meya
enly belween iba in/euí, outsida/inside and ~anity/insanitydicholomias. Buí Iba
inside is representad by iba mental institutien and [ha oulside by seciety. ‘[be
enly chance sba has lo run away is lo look br a diffanant oulside, sometbing

thai dees nol exisí yet. ‘[be sinuctura of [be novel neflecís Cennia’s fear and bar
quasí bor a dilbarení selutien as Gygax claims:

‘[be passages of Iba utepian futura are iníertwined wiib [ha avenís al íba
mental hospital. In Ibis raspad iba novel is nol tradilional science-ficlion.
Parcy’s scianca-ficlion utopia is setas an escapa visien frem Iba real world
in wbicb concrete eptiens for a bnaak-out are no longer available (Gygax,
1991: 54).

‘[be insida/outside oppesitien dirac[ly nelars lo Iba Feucauldian idea of
inclusien/exciusien wbicb is prasaní in Censuele’s siory. As Iba novel pregressas,

it becomas a deubla epposiiion thai conIinueusly relatas iba concepís ob
inierioril>’, axlarioriiy and viceversa: ibase dichelemies inlanwaave unlil ibay

lorm Iba nal in wbicb Consuele gais irappad. In bací, as we haya stressed aboye,
sba is nel crazy. It is iba sinuctuna ob socialy, Iba Manichean division baíwean

evil and geod, irua and false, sanily and insani[y, wbich are lite cause of bar
imprisenmaní inside iba institulion and wbat decide han desiiny. Sbe is nel kepí

insíde iba hospital by han bear el Iba euiside world buí by a sysiem el ihougbi
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[bat naeds te define and assign an idanlity le evary individual se thai u can go

en contnolling what is considerad te be iba ‘[ruth:

Wben what sbe said didni fil Ibeir fixad ideas, thay went en as if it did.
Resistance, íbay callad [bat, wben yeu didn’t agree, buí Ibis buncb didn’t
seem thai iníeresiad in wheiber sha fiad en nol a geod Iharapeutie altitude
[...] How [bat Dr Radding siarad al bar, nol like sha’d look al a parsen, buí
[he way sbe migbt leok al a [rae, a painling, a ligar in Iba zee (92).

Fon Feucaulí, iba idea of Iba exclusion and its malerializalien —thaI is te
say Iba pbysical cenlinemení thai Iba mad subjecí suffers wban sbe is exeluded
bnom [heinierierity of iba dominaní Disceursa— reprasenís iba limits ob humanisí
philosopby and particularlyolphilosopby undarstood as a whola becausa, as be
poinis out: «Rumanism guaranlaes Iba maintenance ob Iba social organization,
iacbnique allews iba davelopmant of ibis seciaty buí frem society’s own
perspectiva ...» (1978: 34, my transíation. My empbasis). ‘[ha ascapa towards
Iba eutsida thai Connie longs for is what bnings han lo know er te imagina —it
is nol clear in iba taxi— an alternativa te Iba humanisí idea of Iba cantraliiy of

ibought. It is bar quasí ber a difberanl onielogy thai brings Connie lo be receptiva
te a seciety wbicb is siructurad according te oit/ter rules, a cemmuniiy whare as
Billia Maciunas underlinas «... gendar socialization and Iba concurraní divisien
ob labor aleng gandar and/er class linas is abolisbad» (Maciunas, 1992: 252).
In Matapoisatí, Consuelo discevers a cultura in wbich iba exisíanceob dibfarení
íruíhs and multiple disceunsas is betb necognized andaccapled, as sbe is bId by
Lucianía:

«Wa anjoy no ene culture, buí many. Man>’ anís. AII wiíh own inknowing,
saaing, inienís, beautias. Fasure [sic]soma of wbat we inharil feals ... closed,
trivial, bleatad wiih ego, posturings of lugs wbe had te a[ract rich patreos
en corperale appneval le sunvive ... buí mucb of it we haya te leve, Connie»
(178).

In Woman on 1/te EV/ge of Time Piency quaslions Iba íecbnologias thai define

Iba individual belh from iba ontolegical and social poinís el viaw. Sba quastiens
a whola series of valuas which are nol only iba base ob Iba bumanisí Iradilien
buí thai also periains te iba capiíalistic sysíam dominalad by man.’ Ita nasulí
ob Ibis situation is iba victimization of a waaken —socially, ecenomically,
mentally— calagery ob wemen. In bar utopian futura, Iba aulbor can altar
nadically iba situalion and creata, in Malapoisetí, characíens Ibal can be interpretad
as iba alter ego of soma of Iba women lockad in Iba mental hospital (Maciunas,
1992: 257; Dunkar, 1992: 101). Por example Sybil, who is in hospital fon baing
a wiicb, is paralallad in iba futura by Erzulia, a respectad black woman wbe is
boib a wiicb and a surgeon. Piarcy’scbanactars Iban becoma a way of explening
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and subvariing ibese síruciures and episiemological nalaíions wbicb define iba
gendened self; Ibis is wbat sbe declarad en [be origin and Iba maaning of bar
cbaracíers: «‘[he people lleve and [bus Iba cbaraclens 1 can make oul ob my ¡ifa

and [bose around ma afa mixtures, producís ob a socialy thai socializas íhreugb
guilí and competitien and bear and nepnassien» (quolad in Kesslar: 312). As we
haya already strassed aboye, in Woman on ¡he Et!ge of Time, iba autber examines

soma concapis of [he dominaní apisíamology and Ibeirrelaíionsbíp te [haWestern
entelegy and it is in íbis sensa thai wa undensland Iba critique thai Belivar, ene

of Cennje’s new briends, makas ob a totalizing vision of bisiory and ob a sociaty

which is basad en class, gandan aud raca axpleitalion:

«Our biston>’ isní a set of axioms.» Bolivar speka slowly, firml>’. «1 guass
1 sae Iba original division of labor, thai firsí dicbolom>’, as anabling latar
divvies mío bayas and bavas-nel, powarful and powarlass, enje>’ars and
workers, napisís and vicíims. ‘[be painiarchal mind!body split turnad Ihe
body te machina and iba rasí of Iba universa mío beol>’ en which iba will
ceuld run rampaní, using, discarding, daslne>’ing» (210).

In ibis world —whicb fon Cennie rapresanis Iba only chance sbe has le
escapa bnem betb ben pbysical cenfinemení and frem alí thai contribules lo
defining bar as a marginal subjací— iba evarcoming of iba dicboteinic disceursa
is being cariad en. Rar exclusien and conlinemení are relatad lo Iba inleriorily

el ibougbt and lo iba idea of an individualiiy ibal is ahisiorical, defined by
natura and nel subjact te change] Por Feucaulí, iba iricoíomy ‘[ruih 1 pewer 1
knowladge naprasanís Ibis idea and traps [be subjacl witbin iba limits impesad
by iba dichotemy subject/object; accerding te [ha French philesopher and te
bis arcbaeological prejecí, iba mad subject becomes, ib nel iba birsí «viclim»
of ibis dicheiomy, ene ob tbem. As we haya already suggesíad, Piency’s wriiing
analyses iba conslmclion ob individualily and its relalion lo gendar, raca and

social class te suggest pessibilities br a mora plural ihaen>’ el [he selb while
aníailing a sireng social cniíiqua.’> ‘[bis is what Piercy has said en iba funclion
of ben writing:

My [...] writing is inianied te be useful: 1 uva in a situalien of faadback. 1
anliculata what 1 perceiva naeds [e be articulated eut of me, oui of Ihose
areund ma, out of [bose1 werk wilh, cuí of [bosewbo pusb en me, cuí of
[bese wbe are tr>’ing te kill ma (quelad in Kasslar: 312).

Wriiing ibus bacomas a way el siaiing youn own idanlil>’ againsí Iba ene
thai secieíy imposes en you. ‘[ha bollowing linas, fon axampla, are taken brem
a poam wriIían by a mental patiení (a woman) during a psycbeIic apisode and
are basad en tbe exploration el Iba pnocass of loss and racovery el neason. Han
wonds underline bow Iba excluded subjaci, Iba menially iii persen in our casa,
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is nel enly debined by oibers, buí bow she baels obligad lo define herself as a

subjact wilbin Iba limils of iba insIiiuiion:

GOOD SCHIZOPHRENIC

Pays in advance
Kacps appeinímenls and is nevar Iard>’
Responds lo Irealmaní
Takas madicalien ragularí>’
Drasses in goed laste

BAD SCHIZOPHRENIC

Deesní pay ben bilIs
Misses appeintmanIs and is efien late
Is suri>’
Is slipshod abeul laking bis (bar) medicine er nevar takes it
Ceníradicís Iba decter’s opiniens, diagnosis, etc.
Is ovarweigbl and unatiracliva in cibar ways
(Blank, 1991: 53).

‘[bis is axacíly what bappens lo Consuelo when she lalks ob benself. In
Woman on it/te Edge of ¿lime, Consuelo describes and definas bar Chicana idantily
using Iba paramelars ob iba culture thai marginalizes bar bor balenging te a
determinad minoriíy and, as Blau du Plessis anguas: «Cennia Ramos is a iypical
Chicana, indaed somewhat evarleadad wilb lypicalily by Piency. Sba is a priman

ob[be brutaliíy ob peverty, of a social psychology causad by oppnession» (1985:
184). Her cendilion el subjact construclad accerding lo accaptad aud deminaní
cultural norms is impliad in eacb ene of bar wonds and u breaks iba waak barrier

ob nesislance ibal in bar libe, al times, sba bad triad te bujíd betwaen barsalb and
bar dilberence. And ibis dibberance is undersieed as blamawerlhy, because she

spaaks brom [he perspectiva ob dominaní Weslem Ibeugbt:

Iva always bad Ibrea nanas insida ma. Consuelo, ny given name. Consuelo
a Mexican weman, a sarvaní of servanis, silení as cIa>’. ‘[be weman who
suffers, wbo bcars and enduras. Iten In Cennie, wbe managad lo gal two
>‘ears of cellage—tilí Consuelo gel pregnant. Connie goldacení jebs from
time lo lime and feugbt welfane fon alittle exira mene>’ for Angia. Sba gel
meen a bus wban 1 bad te leave Chicago. Buí it was bar wbo marriad Eddia,
she Ihought it was smart. ‘[han 1’m Conchita, Iba lew-downdrunken mean
pan of ma wbo gels by in jail, in Iba bugheusa, wbo leves no geed man,
whe burí my daugbter (122).

‘[be debinilion ob Consuelo’s idenlity —and aboye alí ben salf-dafining han
self acconding ío a givan set ob nonms wbich belong [o a cultura she doas nol
belong te— bnings mío play once more Iba construclien ob wbat is considerad
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Irueand wbat is considerad falsa. And it is aconfused and brighíened Consuelo
whe asks barself, duning an interview wilb a group ob psycbiairisls, wbal is
happening and what iba mías of lite gama are:

Sbe could nol guess wbicb way lo cue bar answars. What wena iha>’ looking
fon? Would it be bailante falí mio Iheirnel or íbrougli u? lf ení>’ she knaw.
If only sbe knew whal Iba nel consisiad of. Sbe was laking a tasi in a sufijecí,
and sIte didn’I evan know wbat ceursas ji was (28-29).

‘[be quesíiening Ibal Piancy cardas ouí ob Iba bumanisí subjacl aud ob jIs
placa in eontemporany Wasíenn society alse materializas in [he use sbe makes

of time. Cennia’s chanactar balongs lo iba 1970s Siales (and [he medical
instilulien sha is leckad in has gel a real nama, it is Reckover Síata Psycbialric
Hospital in iba Siate ob New York) (p. 379). ‘[bis brees Iba subjaci lrom iba
dimansien el abisioricily and grounds bar mio Iba real world. In olber werds,
Connie is Iba bictional raprasenlation of a real woman ibal possibly axisís (er
has axisted) semewhere, buí, atibe sama time, Piercy gives bar iba chance le
mayal tbrougb time and meel olber people and elber wemen (iba subversiva
potantial of fantasy). ‘[he anihor givas ben chanaciar iba chance lo bind adifferani

ontelogy ob iba salt thai is tesay, a possible solutien le Connie’s daspanate quesí
ihal Iba prasaní organizalien of Western capitalistic society cannel give bar. As
Enzulia is iba futura specular represeniation ob Sybil, Luciente can be iniarpnelad
as Cennia’s futura representalion because, as Gygax suggasís:

Luciente is an allernate sclf, a famale whe is nol bm belwaen meiberbeod
and self-realization——a kind of ‘animus’ thaI centrasís witb and cemplemenis
[be ‘anima’. It is ibreugb Iba ‘animus’, Iba principIa of legos orneasen, [bat
Cennia finalí>’ realizas [batsbe musí fighl back, Iha[ it is possible le oppose
an adjusímení te Iba oppressive socieiy (Gygax 1991: 56).

Nonetheless, Piercy’s appnoacb te Iba preblem of iba subjact is netas simple

as thaI. Sba does nol locala iba answan in ene utepie world bacausa, as we ge
en raading Iba taxi, we discover iba axisíenca of mere Iban ene futura al a time.
Luciente and bar bniends’ socieiy is just ene of iba pessibilities. ‘[he elbar is
representad by a highly polluted world in which conservativa idaelogies haya
won and in wbicb iba bandar beiwaen iba bayas and baves-nel is mucb higbar
iban [be ene which exisís in ceniemperary socieiy (‘Gildina, tha nichias—wbo
are they, realiy?’ ‘Tite sama as in yeur lima—tite Reckamellons, tite Morganbends,
Iba Duke-Ponis. ‘[bey are anciení. linean soma of tbem wena aliya in your time,
1 suppose, it’ yeuare for real’ p. 297). In Ibis disiopic futura world, peor paepla
provida engans bor iba ricb and are obligad te live undengreund, as iba little pune
ain lafí is ber iba small wealíby comnítunity. ‘[he keychanacten ob Ibis olber futura
is representad by Gildina, a girl «cosmelically fixad fer sax usa» (p. 299) wbo



100 Silvia Caporale Bizzini

cleanly mirnors Dolly, Connnie’s niace. Wben Connie realisas thai Malapeisalí

is al war wilh Iba olbar world and thai han briands’ sociely is ibreatanad by a
world wbicb is Iba resulí of iba ene sba lives in, she decidasthai Luciente’s war
is bar wan and decides lo bight back iba ondar ob lbings —which in bar case is
representad by iba manial institution— whicb allews iba subjaci enly Iba assigned
individuality: «Se thai was iba olbar world thai migbi come lo be. ‘[bat was
Lucianie’s wan, and sba [Cornial was enlislad in it» (301). Ita lasí paní of iba
narrativa dapicís Cennia’s siruggla te avoid Iba lebeíemy sbe has been pul dewn
ben by iba docíers. Unden [ha influence ob whai sbe has sean in Iba distopie fulura
world —wbara avarybody has aleclronic implanís and is ceninolled tbneugb
tham— and Iba discovary thaI it could become it/te only futura she decides lo

poison iba medical stabb ard managas lo kill beur doctons:

1 murderad ibam dead. Because iba>’ are Iba vielenca prona. Tbeirs is Iba
mene>’ and Iba power, [beirsIba poison thai slews Iba mmd and dulís iba
bearí. ‘[beirs are Iba powars of life and deaib. 1 killed Ihem becausa it is
war[...] FerSkip, ferAlica, for’[ina, ferCapíain Crenm, feryeu wbe will
be bern fnom my besí hopes, te you 1 dedicate m>’ act of war. At leasí once
1 feughí and won (375).

In spite of wbat Cerne ihinks sbe dees reí win and ir iba end sba is
lebolemizad, as wa discevan brom iba medical axcarpís from ‘iba Obfícial Hisler>’
of Consuele Camacho Ramos’. PIar war, iba wan againsí iba psycbiairic
apparaius, and secieíy in general, has been apparanlly lesí and utopia and
Matapoisail haya nel bean anougb te bree ben fnom Iba powan thaI dividing
practicas ¿md powar relaiions axarcise en individuals. Ir bar medical case historias

sbe has been assigned an idenIiiy from iba beginning and Iba whela medical
síabb has behavad in consequence witb ji. Consuele Ramos is describad as a
secially disorganizad individual’ (377), ‘incoberení’ (378), ‘hostile,

unceoparativa, and lbealaning’ (379) and in [ha lasí ob han case histories: «...

Bemainad acuiely psycbetic [...J Sba bas bean unceoparative, aitanipling lo
rafuse medicalion, and has no insight of ben illnass [...] ‘[ha palien has no
consisíení noíiens ob right or wreng» (380).

3. RESIS’[ING ‘[HE EXCLUSION

‘[bis vielení end el Cennies slory, wbicb appanenIly saems le giva a
paradoxical solution te tbe rest ob iba noval, is, in a sense, a legical solutien ter
a taxi in whicb Iba halpeless position of tite marginalized subject in social>’ is
crilicisad. Consuelo demonsinatad sha was receptiva buí in spita of bar ebberls
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and han capacity of resisíanca and binally bar citoice le fight back, she has noí
bean abla lo overcoma iba epistemological and enlolegical limils imposed en
bar subjactivity «by Iba dominaní wbita mala cultura» (Maciunas, 1991: 257).
So 1 ibink thai Piarcy does reí atíampí te give a solulien, what sba does is lo
suggesi how a subject who is willirg lo changa and whe rajacis iba abisierical
assentialisl viaw ob [heconsiruclior of subjecíiviíy can be an activa agení ir Iba
bormation ob a diffenent ard mayba bairer socieiy ard, as Patricia Dunker
underliras, ene of iba mair ihemes ob iba novel is iba braedom thaI Iba subject
man[ains te nesisí dominaní ideelogies: «We can cheose, even Iba mosí appararlly
powerless woman can; aud thai is iba mesí subversively radical truih in Woman

on it/te Edge of Time» (1992: 103>. In sbort, whai seems tobe impertarí in iba
novel is iba altilude thai Consuele davelops ob tite necessily rol only of resisiing
buí ob a different way ob undenslarding iba entological position ob Iba individual
within iba limits of social siruciures. Acconding te Cranny Francis: «Cernia’s
siory reveals iba violanca endemie lo iba ideologias of gardar, raca and class
dominaní ir bar seciaiy; ibosa ideologias musí ba revealad, analysad, and
anadicated so thaI Ihair vielence is alse removed.» (1990: 131)

Itis brom ibis perspectiva lital Piancy’s writing can be dafined as political
wriiing, as it quasíiors establisbed social and oníelegical calegenies. Julia Kristeva,
ir han essay «A New ‘[ypa ob Iniallactual: iba Dissidani»’2 declarad thaI Ibera are
[bree kinds ob dissidents —and as we undersland brom iba tille ob han assay, Iba
dissidení is undarstood as an iníelleclual—, iba rabel, iba psychoanalisi ard iba
writer: «Itirdly, ibera is Iba writer wbo axperimanis witb iba limiis ob identity,
pnoducirg taxis whera iba law does rol axisí ouisida languaga» (Krisieva 1986:
295). So [ha writar napraserís iba intallectual who tbrougb bis or her narrativa
can quastien Iba normativa identiiy and subvart it, ai leasí ir bar wniiing. Wbat
Nancy does ir bar noval is te wnite unden Iba sign of gender whila atiempiing te
subvarí and nautralise tal sign as it is undensteod wiIbin Iba onlological categorias
whicb define iba Cariasian subjact. By ralating Cennie’s síery, sbe opers Iba way
te iba possibilityob ihinking ob Iba salf differenily ard ob accapting Ibis diffenarce
as a valuable alemení in eun culture and socieíy.

NOTES

«Bu¡ al Iba momaní of Iba textual production of Madness an¿l Civilization as well as lbat
of TIte Biríh of tIte Chnic, Feucaulí inaugurales amoda of invastigation, ami a type of concern,
which dees nol ceasa te appaar and ra-appear tbreugbout Iba enormeusí>’ labyrinlhina and
semetimes fissured mosaic of bis works», Michael Clark, Foucault ant! Adorno: Two Forms of
Critique of ¡he Modern Subject, Ann Arber, U.M.l., 1990, p. 2.
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2 «‘[ha whola His¡ory of Madness is evidenca of Iba oparation parformad en Iba mad
individual, from Reinassance bumanism te modern times: axcommunicaled frem social>’, ha [sicí
is rastriclad le Iba silenca of Iba as>’lum (pan 1); laballad immeral by Dascarís’ cogito, classed
ameng animals because of bis wondering mmd, be is rastored te bis condition ofno¡hingness by
intarnmant (parí II); relievad of bis sbackles b>’ bourgaois pbilantrop>’, he is al Iba sama lime
chamad te bis siluation as an «insana», meníalí>’ ilí person, carefull>’ watcbad ovarby medical
perceptien (pan III)», Antonio Serrano, «Posfacio», in Miabel Foucault, HerculineBarbin llamada
A/exina B., Madrid, Editorial Revolución, 1985, p. 165 (my transíatien).

In Feucaulís tbought, Iba insanapersen has tobe understeod as a subject wbo is axciuded
from Iba interioril>’ of tbougbt and wbe is considerad dilferení bacause of bis or ber axclusien.
Tbe mad subject is nevarconsideradas sucb from a pathelogical perspectiva. «We musí describe,
from ¡ha sían of lis lrajaclery, thaI ‘olber ferm’ whieb relegates Reason and Madness te ene sida
en Iba o¡har of its action as things bencefertb extamal, deaf lo ah exebange, and as lhough dead
lo ene anolber. Tbis is deubtlass an uncomfortabla ragion. Te explore it we musí reneunea Iba
conveniance of terminal trujtbs, and nevar leí ourselves be guided by wbat wa may know of
madnass. Nene of Iba cencepís ofpsycopatboieg>’. avan and aspacially in Iba implicil proces’s of
retrospecliens, can pía>’ an erganizingreía. Wbat is eniginative is Iba caesura thaIastablisbas ¡be
distance batwaen reason and non-reason», Miebel Feucaulí, Madness and Civilization. A His¡ory
ofInsani¡y iii ¡he Age ofReason, p. ix, m>’ empbasis.

Sea en Ibis tepic: Michael Clark, Foucault and Adorno: Two Forms of Critique of ¡he
Modere Subjecr, AnnArbor, U.M.I., 1990 (espacialí>’ PP.: 1-142). Miabel Feucaulí, Madnessand
Civilization. A Hisrory of Insanity in ¡he Age ofReason, London, Tavistock Publications, 1967.
Antonio Serrano, «Posfación>~, en Miebel Feucaulí, Iclerculine Bar/un llamada Alexina B., Madrid,
Editorial Revolución, 1985 (espacialí>’ pp. 163 and 165).

~ «In¡roducing complexio; describing deviances, considering d¡fferences, dissolving tItat
which identijies us, denouncing, finalí>’, íbe aims of bumanism, sbewing bow Iba Wast has found
it nacessar>’ ¡o constituía an Olbar —¡he madman, Iba devianí, ¡be criminal—in erder lo reafñrm
Iba lrulb of ¡he Salt, of Man wbo is bern airead>’ tramad b>’ ¡be disceurses of knowladge ...»,

Antonio Serrano, op. cit., p. 163, m>’ transíatien and empbasis. Sea also Robert Young, WIti¡e
My¡Itologies. Writing His¡ory aud tIte West, London, Routledge, 1990, especialí>’ pp. vi-viii and
Iba firsí chaptan

6 As Carel Faría>’ Kesslar explains: «Piare>’ seis Ibis autopia [sic], Moutb-of-Matapoisett,
Massacbusatls in 2137, fiva ganarations into Iba futura. She Iban juxtaposas Matapoisatí witb a
1970s New York Cil>’ mental hospital, raprassive d>’stepias». Extrapolation: a Journal ofScience-
Fiction andFantasy vol. 28,n.4,1987, p. 311.

For ¡be analisysof Iba trealmení of molberboed in Wo¡nan on tIte Erige ofTime sea Elaine
Orr «Molharing as Geed Fichen: Instances from Marga Pierc>”s Woman on ¡he Edge of Time»,
Jaurnal ofNarrative Technique, Spning 1993, vol. 23, n. 2, pp. 61-79. A critiquc of ¡he treatment
ofmotberbeodin Woman o,¡ ¡he Edge of Time can be feund inPatriciaDunkar, 1992: 101.

On Iba relation between ganden, capitalism and social critiqua from a Marxist peint of
vlew sea Jaff Hearo, «Gender: Biology, Natura and Capitalism», in Terrail Carvar, ed., TIte
Cambridge Companion ¡o Marx, Cambridge, Cambnidge Univarsil>’ Press, Pp. 222-245.

Sea en Ibis tepic, ‘Essantially Speaking’: Luce lrigarays Language of Essenca, de Diana
Fuss (Hypa¡ia 3, vol. 3, Winler 1990, pp. 62-80): «Perhaps mora Iban an>’ olber nelion in Iba
vocabular>’ of recení feminisí posístructuralisí Ibeor>’, ‘essantialism has come te represeníbelh
eur greatasí fear and ourgreatesí tempíation [.1 And >‘et, ene cao hear eeboing from ¡ha corners
of Iba debatas en essantialism ranewed interesÉ in its possibilities and pe¡enlial usages, seunds
wbieb arliculale tbemselves in Iba form of calís lo risk en te ‘date’ essentialism. Essentialism
hasbeen given new lite b>’ Ibese invitatiens te comidena pessible sírategie depleymenl of essence;
we could even say ¡It at, infeminis¡ tbeory, essentialisrn is tIte issue wbicIt simpíy refuses ¡odie>’,
(p. 62, my amphasis). Sea also, amengst otbers: Cadava-Connor-Nana>’, Who Comes after ¡he
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Subjecí 1>, New York. Ruutledge, 1991; Teresa De Lauretis, Tachnologies of Gender Essays on
Tbeory Film ant! Fic¡ion, London, MacMillan, 1989; Jonathan Dollimora, Sexual Dissidence:
Augustine ¡o Wilde. Freud ¡o Foucaul¡, Oxford, Claranden Press, 1991; Diana Fuss, Essentia/ly
Spea/=ing:Feminism, Nature and Difference. London, Routladga, 1989; Elspeth Probyn, Sexing
¡he Se/j Gendered Perspec¡ives in Cul¡ura/ S¡udies, London, Reutledga, 1993; Carolina
Ramazanogin, cd., Gp Against Foucault. Exploraliens of Sorne Tensions Between Eoucault and
Fe,ninism, London, Reutledga, 1993; VicIen. Saidiar, Recovering tIte Self Mora/i¡y and Social
Tbeory London, Routledga. 1994; Ga>’aLri Spivak, In Otber Worlds: Essays in Cul¡ural Po/itics,
New York, Mathuan, 1987.

loan>’ case, it is impertant ¡o slrass hew Ibis position antalís a paradoxical síanca becausa
as Jenalban Dollimora sírasgas, we haya te think ¡bat: «... whila soma litaran>’ Ibeouisís deplore
esseníialism mn alt jis forms, Ibera is ample evidanca of lIs bistermealí>’ prograssmve funalion fon
subordinata cultures». And a bit furíher down: « Thasc ver>’ diffarences undarseere Iba diversa
bistories whicb Iba cencapí of essentialism ofteo elidas. lo a receol stud>’ Diana Fuss suggests
thaI essantialism and Iba ¡haer>’ of iden¡ity deriviog frem it musí be neilber sanatitied non vilified
buí siniultanceusí>’ assumed aud questionad (Essen¡ia/ly Speaking, 104) r..i Tbeirs is alse abistor>’
whichsuggesis thai iba assantialistlaniiessantialist opposiiion is ralbar Iess siabla iban is olían
supposad in Iheoratical disceursa», J. Dollimera, Sexual Dissidence: Augustine ¡o Wilde. Freud
to Foucaul¡, Oxford, Clarandon Prass, 99!, p. 26.

Sea pags. 377-381.
12 haya ahogan Ibis assa>’ as it was wnittan in 1977 (Tel Que1, Winter 1977, o. 74, pp. 3-8;

Iba aditien 1 usa is Iba ene publisbed in TIte Kristeva Reader Toril Moi, cd., Oxford, Blackwell,
1986, pp. 292-300) aod Pierc>”s Woman on ¡he Erige of Time was wnitten in 1976. ‘[he>’ beth
baleng lo Iba sama histonical, social and cultural panied.
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