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ANGELA DOWNJNG ANO PHILIP LOCKE. A Unive-rsi¡y Course in English
Granimar. Prentice -Hall,1992. Pp. xvii, 652.

As the authers íhemselves explain in the introduction te the course--beok, ihe-
central aim el Ibis up-to-date descriptive grammar is te familiarize sindenís of English

as a Fereign Language- with a new applied pe-rspective en grammar which relates
form te meaning and me-aning te situation. This is, in itself, a very commendable
enterprise which comes te bridge [heexisting gap betwee-n communieative language
teaching mate-rials,en the ene hand. and functional appreaches te grammar. en the
cihe-r.which have eften preved difficult te introduce- mio the- classreom.

While -acknowledging<he-ir debt te various well-known grammars such as ihose
by Randolph Quirk, Sydney Greenbaum. Ge-effreyLe-e-ch. Jan Svartvik. and Rodne-y
Huddlesion. and te the works of Michael I-Ialliday, whose- influence is basically fe-It
in the treatment of the clause- and <he- clause comple-x. <he- authers have- combined
the previous de-scriptiveefforts in an original way, providing their own dive-rge-nt
vie-ws en many importaní are-as of <he- grammar such as tense. aspect, modality,
illocutionary force, tepic, etc., te name- enly a fe-w. The- motivation lies in ihe
diffe-re-ntaims sought by a purely theoreiical prese-ntationof a model of grammar
versus an applied acceuní thai offers a me-ans of analysing texts. ihe lalter was the-
central aim for which a Universiíy Course- in Enghishe Grammar was written, and
this, we íhink, has be-en amply achieved.

The beek is siructured in three blecks:
(a) The first chapter give-sa general overview of the -wheleceurse and de-fine-s

the basic concepts and terms used in it. ‘¡be chapter is divided into tbre-e modules:
Module 1 prese-nts ihe systemic-functienal approach te the description of

language by relating the clause (<he most significant unit) te ¡bree differe-nt types
of meaning: experiential. interpersonal and textual. These- meanings, calle-d
“metafunctions’ by Michael Halliday, are thc ve-ry general purposes which language
serves: (i) [oreprese-nt cur expe-rience-of ihe world. (u) te inte-racíwith othe-rs in it,
(iii) te organise our messages. Fellewing Haíliday. the authors use the clause as the
basic unit ter the e-xpression of diese- three kinds of meaning: as ihe linguistic
repre-sentatien of paíterns of expe-rience. as a communicative exchange between
interlocuters, and as an organised me-ssage. The-sethree kinds of meaning are
basically realised ihrough diffe-rent kinds of siructures: expe-riential meaning through
iransitivity structures, interpersenal meaning through moed structures, and textual
meaning through ihematie structure-s. This module is ve-ry impertant te unde-rstand
the authors theoretical and methedologicalpoint of view: <he consideration of <he
clause- as a cenfiguratien of me-anings,e-ach ene re-alise-dby a diffe-rent kind of
structure- which are mapped en te ene anethe-r te produce a single wording. is ene
of ihe central organising principIes of the beek. This is bolh theoretically and
pedagogically sound, since -itprevides students with a metivated methodology te
undersiand and analyse [hestructure- of ¡he- clause- — the mest complete- íneaning-
making reseurce available te granimar— and te inte-grate the- study of ethers units.
such as the group and tbe clause complex, within <he same semantie frame-work.

Module 2 eutlincs <he basic syníactic concepts en which the functienal analysis
of siructures is based: the hierarchical arrangement of units into a seale- of rank,
their beundaries, classes and the re-lationship holding betwecn them. Module 3
prevides a brief ove-rvie-w of hew ihese linguistic units can be- expanded.
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(b) Chapte-rs2,3,4,5 and 6 develop the ide-as outlined in the first chapier by
concentrating en ihe structure- of[heclause from syniactic, se-mantic and funetional
peints of view.

Chapter 2 describes <he syntaciic siructure of the- clause- analysing each of its
eleme-nisin detail. This syntactic descriptien is furiher deve-leped in cIxapter 3,
which prevides a de-tailedpresentation of the main verb cemple-mentatien patterns
in English in an attempt te give an ove-raíl view of the main cenfiguraiions, re-lating
e-ach te its possible meanings.

Chap¡ers 4, 5 and 6 concenírate en describing [he iypes of clausal siructure
which re-alise the three main kinds of meaning presented in chapter 1 aboye-:
transitivity structures realising experiential meaning, meod structures realising
interpersonal me-aning. and thematic an information structures realising textual
me-aning. ‘¡he-se three -chapiersconstitute an exhaustive- analysis of ihe expressíve
pessibilities of clausal structures. The- ihe-ore-tical rigeur tege-iherwith the clarity

in the presentatien of tbe material makes [he -readingof these three chapters both
an inte-resting reference seurce- for [he trained linguist and an invaluable- learning
material for the- student.

Chapter 7 studies the- next unit immediately aboye [heclause in the rank seale:
ihe- clause comple-x. Without rejecting the use of the- term “sente-nce”,the authors
faveur the- “clause complex’ as a broader grammatical eategory which can capture
more- syntactically comple-x clause combinatiens titan tite purely seniential enes,
The- use- of [he clause cemplex allews [he-analyst te be more explicil about ihe
grammaiical siructures functiening in a larger stretch.ef language and the semantic
relations holding betwe-encompone-nt clauses. More impertantly, the authors
e-xplain,<he clause complex fulfils a te-xtualfunction as a linguistie- expression of a
comple-xsituatien which re-fíe-cts the- cognitive organizatien ofcur expe-rience- inte
what is more salient and what is le-ss salient (p.274).

(c) Chapte-rs 8,9,10, 11. 12 and 13 are- dedicated te <he study of group units
starting from a se-mantic characterizatien and [benmovingente <he study of the-ir
syntactic struciures. Thus, the Verbal Group typically e-xpresses our perception of
events (covering ah types of precesses: evenis, actions, siale-s or acts of
conscíousne-ss).the- Nominal Greup our perception of “things” or “entities’, <he-
Adje-ciival Group typicaliy expresses attribute-s. and the- Adverbial and
Pre-positienal Greups e-xpre-ss a wide- range of circumstances.

Chapter 8 and 9 center around [he-Verbal Group , ihe syniactic cate-gery which
typically expre-sse-s eur perception of eve-nts.Chapter Sis dedicated te the- syntactic
analysis of the- Verbal Greup and te the- diffe-rentmulti-werd ve-nt combinatiens,
whereas chapter 9 fecuses en different kinds of functional me-aningse-xpre-ssed

through the verb: the relatien of the- e-ve-nt te ihe- spe-ech time -realisedby ihe -sysiem
of tense-, the internal character of the- e-ve-nt realised threugh aspectual contrasis,
and [heattitudes of [hespe-akertewards [hee-ve-nt realised ihreugh medality. Even
though medaliiy, the- auihors explain (p. 384), isa se-mantic categery which can be-
expressed at differe-ntpoints througheut the clause. it is discussed in <his chapier
be-cause modal meanings in English are basically realised by modal and lexico-
modal auxiliaries, whe-reas <he- other modal elements simply reinforce [he -modal
meaning expresse-dhy the- ve-rb.The only exception te this tende-ncy is whe-n the
modal meaning is realised metaphericaily by [he-semantie relationship of prejection
as in: “1 think it is geing te snew”. He-re, [hespeakes atiitude tewards [hee-ve-nt is
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not ceded as a modal ele-me-nt within the clause (as in “it will prebably snew. but
as a proje-cting clause- (“1 think”) in a hypetactic clause comple-x.

Chapter lO provides an extensive treatment of the- e-xperientialstrueture- of Ihe-
Nominal Greup as the syniactic category through which we expre-ss ‘things” er
entities”. including not only concrete entities such as objects. persens or places, but
alse actiens, absiractions, relationships, and phe-nomena, among othe-rs. One- of the-
mest inte-restingaspe-cts of <his chapter is the way in which ihe authors explain the
me-anings ofseme of <he- nominal group systems frem a disceurse perspective. Fer
example-. definitene-ss is explained in textual terms as a functional category by which
ihe spe-aker signaiswhe-ther<he re-fe-re-nt can be ide-ntifiedsomewhere-. either in the
íext or in [he-situation or in our common knewle-dge of <he- world. lf ihe re-fe-re-nt
is identifiable. this fact will be reflected in the Nominal Group by <he presence of
the- de-finite article tite era deictie de-terminalive;if it eannot be identified. it wiii
be refiecied in the use- of the inde-finite article a(’n), sanie, any. or <he absence of a
marker. The- cheice of ene of <he-se two possibilitie-s h., the- authers suggest.
motivated by diceurse facters such as <he structuring of informatien inte Given and
New ile-ms. This iype of account xvhich tries te explain gramma<icai cate-genes in
disceurse terms is ve-ny use-ful as an illustration of the fune-tional pe-rspective
de-veloped in ihis grammar, lending ceherence and unity lo <he- global architecture-
of ihe- beok.

Finaliy. chapters 11,12, and 13, de-vete-dio <he study of the- adjectival, adverbial
and prepositional groups, respectively, follow thc same approach and methedology
outline-d aboye-.

For te-aching and ie-arning purposes. e-ach chapter is divided into “modules’
which summarize- <he main points te be- addre-ssed. Each of <he modules is
accempanied by a varied number of practice <asks greuped a< ihe e-ud of e-ach
chapter, which, given their flexibility and adaptability, censtitute an invaluable
iearning and teaching aid. For those tasks which have a single solutien, a “key” is
provided al <he -e-ndof <he beok, te which students are disceuraged from resor<ing
witheut having properly grasped the conten<s of <he- module and performed <he

task al hand.
The applied perspective en grammar which characte-rizes this course-beok is

reflecte-din <he- extensive- use of authe-ntic texts and transcriptions, beth for analysis
and for illustratien of grammatical peints. The-reare no invented and ve-ry few
isolated examples, as has be-en usual practive in <he- writing ofgrammars. buí “real”
te-xts, taken frem a vaniety of genres. which make- <he practice tasks ¡flore atiractive-
fer the learner.

Finally, while being esseniially a sentence-grammar, which aims at illustrating
<he natural use of <he fe-atures described. not at effering a me-thodof disceurse
analysis, seme of its chapte-rs can alse be used from a disceurse perspective-. This
is the case of chapter 6. dcaling with Theme and information s<ructuring. and of
chapter 7, which studies the grammar of clause cembining. The -presentatien
provided by [heauíhors serves as a bridge te Iurther textual explera<ions in ceurses
en disceurse- analysis.

In ihis se-use, ene of <he great merits of <he bock is its adaptability. It can be
used both as a complete ceurse for unde-rgraduateand pestgraduate- students of
English as a Fore-ign Language, aud as a background ceurse for stylistic aud
disceurse studies. Aud. whiie- no< prc<eudiug te be comprehensive (is ¡he-re such a
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thing as a ‘comple-te”acceuní of [he-grammar of a language?), the authors have-
previded unive-rsity students with a wide ané integrative view of grammar. ene
which places the study of language -asa system of meanings which come te be
rea>ized by syntactic structure-s. Furihe-rmore-,<he-y lave- managed te reconcile
[heere-ticalrigeur with applied practice - noi an e-asy task in i<se-lf-, making accessible-
te university stude-nts [he kind of linguistic knowle-dge whieh will he-lp ítem te
inte-rpret texts.

A Universiry Course in English Crammar has be-en a long-awaited an much
ne-eded book. Ihese who, when íeaching the- grammar of English te unive-rsity
students of EFL, have- fe-It the need for an applied íextbeek which is beth
the-ore-tically satisfaciory and pedagogically appropriate, will new be- alíe te se-e
their wishes come true with ihe publication of this bock.
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