
SUMMARY

CELTIC PEOPLES IN THE
SOUTHWESTERN IBERIAN PENINSULA

In thesepageswedefenda project,theprimaryobjec-
tive of which was the comparisonof the Classical do-
cumentarysourceswith the archaeologicalonesrefer-
ring to the Pre-Romanworld of theSouthwest,in order
to palliatea clearvacuumof informationfrom thelatter.

We believe it is unnecessaryto refer, again, to the
words of Ephorus,Herodotus, Strabo or Pliny who,
from theV centuryBC. cite thepresenceof Celtic peo-
píes in theselands,but we do cali attentionto the smaíl
volume of information that, up until the past decade,
wasofferedby Archaeology.

The methodologicalbasesupon which this project
was carried out were found in Geography,Epigraphy,
ClassicalTexts (Greekor Roman)andArchaeology,alí
fundamentalbasesof DOCUMENTARY SOURCES
and, therefore,disciplinesin which our work has been
carriedout.

Of these,our major sourceof data has beenthe
chaeologicalrecord. The small amount of information
initially known hasbeengreatly increasedthrough the
work of institutionscreatedin recentyears,such as the
DireccióndelPatrimoniooftheJuntadeExtremadura,the
Areaof Archaeologyof the University of Extremadura
andthe RegionalServiQodeArqueologíado Su!of Portu-
gal Thus,in theeighties,archaeologicalsitesof the im-
portanceof Garváo,Belén,Mirobriga andAlcácer were
dug andstudied,while otherswere examinedin greater
depth,resulting in theconfigurationof importantstrati-
graphicsecuences,asin Badajoz.

Surveys,analysesof public and private collections,
«compendia”of publicationsandnew excavationssuch
as those of the hillforts of Capote (Badajoz), Nert-
óbriga (Badajoz) and Pomar (Beja), havecompleted
this record.

As a consecuence,suchinterventionshaveallowedus
to developworking hypothesestbat haveproducedre-
sults of spatial,temporalandethnoculturalcharacter.In
summary,as we will defend in the following pages,we
believethat we havelaid the necessaryground-workfor
a consolidated definition of the cultural and ethnical
personalityof thepre-Romanpopulationsof theSouth-
west.This affirmation is basedupon argumentsof geo-

graphical,philological, archaeologicaland cultural na-
ture.

Geographicatconcepíshaveservedto definetheexist-
enceof an authetic natural region that, anthropologi-
cally, refersto a specific ethnicalarea. Defining charac-
teristics are the eruptive basegeology and a Cambric
Period which configure a typical Siliceous Peninsula
edapholcgy,wheresoils arelight, rocky andlittle apt for
agriculture,reasonsbr a landscapewhich favored cer-
tain typesof settlement.

The abundanceof granite and síate,togetherwith a
sub-Atlantic regimeof rainfalí, would haveacleareffect
on constructivesystemsandtechniquesaswell ason the
types and patternsof colonization of the land. That
samesiliceous panoramawould favour oak foreststhat
encouragedlive-stock husbandry,rather than agricul-
ture, an(l the survival of importanthunting resources
until present-daytimes.

In thesamewaya rocky andmountainousecosystem
is accompaniedby the abundanceof iron and copper
(and to a lesserdegree,gold and tin) oresas a result of
thegeologicaldynamicsof this region, meridionalpale-
ozoic plateof theHesperianMassif.

This last characteristicwould affect the natureof the
hydrographicnetwork, favouringshallow channelsand
brusqueturnsthat denotethehardnessof bedrock.But
becauseof this, the waters of the Guadiana,as well as
those of the SadoandMira, would favourhumanmove-
mentandcommunicationwithoutactingasfrontiers.

Philological eoncepts, fundamentallybasedon Epi-
graphy, are as insufficient as may be expectedfrom an
historical areawherethereis not an autonomousdevel-
opment of writing, but reflections in the earlyRoman
Eraand theinformation from Greco-latintexts allow to
reachsolidhypotheses.

So it is that aftercompilationand analysisof thesetesti-
monies,theresultsaffirm with almostcompleteunanimity
the presenceof peoplesof Indoeuropeanspeech.Among
the langsíagesso recognizedin the Peninsula,we believe
that it would be of the type called Lusitanian,a pre-or
proto-Celticlanguagethat in this caseseemsto be strongly
conditioned by two foreign elements: an inportant
presenceof Celtiberian componentsalong with othersof
Transpyíeneanorigen and a veryancientbackground(le.,
SnGoidelicCeltic, Oscan,Latin andlílirian).
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On the otherhand,such a panorama,along with the
judgementsexpressedja Greco-latin texts (referring to
the toponomy,hydronomy,customsandbeliefs), allow
us lo confirm thai in theeyesof elassicalwriters, these
populationsshared the same ethnic entity, that they
called«Celtic”.

Archaeologicaleoneeptshavebeenanalizedaccording
to spatialand temporaldimensions

In the first case, tite record is treated ínductívely
accordingto micro-, meso- and macrospatialleveis, in
order te be able te establish the principal economicand
culturalpatternsthat justify theoccupationof theterritory.

Microspatially it is of interestto calI attentionto the
presenceof socially and productively significant ele-
menis,suchas ihe smeltingovens,storagepits, milIs or
ritual structures,that haveservedto definethedominant
functionsof 11w different censtruetiOflsand clarify the
internal morphology of the habitat. Different levels of
defenses,frem elementalinaccesibility of locatien te
authentic fortresseswith towers, bastionsand ditches
are weLl documented,along with uniquerooms like ihe
altarof Capote or with buildings that seemte corre-
spondte palatial functionsor thoseof prestige,asin the
Castro de Segovia,that havebeensubjectsof specific
treatment,duetotheir uniqueness.

Theseelementsacquirespecialimportancewhen it is
time to commencethe next interpretativeleve1, whenit
is neccessaryte mier-relate the remains of defensive
constructionswith the degreeof adaptationte land-
forms,estimatesof surfaceateasoccupiedandihe inter-
nal organizationof the habitat in order te be able te
presenta coberenítreatmentof ihe configurailenof set-
tlements.

In cenjunctionwith different geographicalenviren-
mentsof Pre-Romanvillages, it is possiblete defíne,
throughtheir proximity te resources,the characteristics
of locatiOns and thespatial incidenceof significantar-
chaeologicalmaterials,dominantpatternsof settlement
and,throughthese,te establishmodelsof a centripetal
or centrifugal natureaccordingte rclations of subordi-
natienor coerdination

Thechapteren «Territory» showsthe culminationof
ah theseanalysesthai,enenehand,permits uste make
hypothesesof concentrationanddispersionof thepopu-
~ationandentbeotherhand,revealsprobablegeopolití-
cal systemsthatonly continuedarchaeologicalresearch
will confirm.

Thenit is possiblete confront rwo PAnERNS OF svs-wMs:
1: composedof a settlenient,or severa1,in a nuclear

areasurreundedby controlling locations, that endose
anddefine a particularterritory. Qn theexterior are lo-
catedenclaveswith productivereseurces(mining, fish-
ing, etc.).

It may be supposedthat the control over the produc-
tive outskirts is brought aboutthreughrelationswhich
are merecoerdinatedthan imposed,in an organization
of a clearlycentripetalnature.

This patieraappearsin a coastalzone,with a nuclear
areaformed aroundthe Sado Estuary(Setúbal/Caeto-
briga + Alcácer/Salacia)and an extensivehinterland
wheresmallerterritoriesare located,eachwith its ewn
particular nodalarea:Ébora, SáoBartolomeude Oní-

Ciro, Outeiro do Circo/Beja,Mangancha/Aliustreland
Odemira.

In this way there is formed a peripheralband of vil-
lages,of medium-sizedsurfacearcas,eachcontrollingits
own surroundingregion, which maintain relationswith
eachother and «depend»for external contactsen the
nuclear, centralizing, ceastal area (Setúbal-Alcácer).
Despiteacertainunavoidableamountof interior subor-
dination, theseare egalitarianpatterns,madeup of reía-
tions of ceordinationand exehangeof reseurces.For
that reason,in spiteof theconcentrationof wealthin the
nucleararea(necropolisof Alcácer) ihereareno other
signsof predominanceoverthevillagesof thehinterlaud
(suchasMangancha/Aljustrel).

11: it is locatedin an interior riverside environment
amongdiversepatternsof concentrationand important
nuclearareassuchas Badajez/Vaiamonte,Azeugadaor
Mértola.Basically, it has a strongnucleararea,as those
dominatedby Azeugada-S.Jeáo-Ratinhos,with various
«commerctal» villages of interest (Azeugada itself,
Meura)asid surreundedby anotherwith primarily pro-
ductive settlements(Adi~a, Safareja,Monte Novo), al-
thoughihoseof ihe «atalalastypearenot lacking.On the
exteriorit possessesanotherperipheralbandof hillforts
en high sites, strategically located te control ihe sur-
ronding territories (Passo Alto, Castillo de Aroche,
Cunces,Tominha,etc.) andwhich doniinateand mark
the beundariesof a specific territory. It is a patternthat,
in termsof spatial transformation,could be considered
te bein aproto-statetrajectory.

Temporally, the archacologicalrecord has beende-
velepedfotlowing the guide-lines observedin the few
but importantstratigraphies,someof them withdepthof
ihe test pits of Alcácer and Badajozwhere, unfortu-
nately,excavationsof extensivearcashavenetbeencar-
ried out. Othersen Use conirary, allow more in-depth
studyof recognizedPre-Romanstrata,suchas theseof
GaMo, Belén, Miróbriga or Capote. AH of them,
tegetherwith the artifacts from some few necropolises
andfrom surveysandfortuiteusfinds, ahlow uste estab-
lish TEMPORAL SECtJENCE5OFOCCUPArION in 45 of the133
sitesanalized,which are eneuncedin the following pro-
posal:

Initial or TransitionalPhase(450/425-375B.C)

This excitingmernent is clearly reflected in therec-
orósof ihe so-called Neves-CorvoFacies,in southern
Alentejo; in AlcácerandAzeugada,in coastalandcen-
tral Alentejo, and in dic hihlferts of Badajozasid La
Martela,in SpanishExtremadeura,amongothersites.

Wc know that, as in dic restof 11w Mediterraneanaud
Central Europe,the y Centurywas a time of profound
transformationmarkedby the exhaustionof previous
dynamics,a depletionthat in theSouthwestis reflected
in theclearfinal declineof Tartessosanó the«oríentalíz-
ing» phenomenon.

In this sense,theergologicaldifferencesbetweentite
grave goodsof pliasesB andC of Martires de Alcácer
necropolisaresignificant, althoughthe latterphasedoes
nol seemte be much older (VI Centuryand middle of
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the V Century BC., respectively). Nevertheless,al-
thoughtitecontrastis much moreevidentin tite IV Cen-
tury (PhaseA), the persistenceof orientalizingceramic
traditiensduringthis Initial or TransitionalPhaseaseví-
dencedin tite stratumBadajozA, Corvo 1, Galeadoand
La Martela.

Also, otherartifacts,suchastite significantgoldplates
of tite lattersite, reflect exemplarilythis world in transt-
tion, combiningpurely oriental techniqueswitit designs
from Celtic iconography.Even in tite mostcommonar-
tifacts, new eleméntsmaketheir appearance,as occurs
In PitaseA of Badajozand,probably, in tite hillfort of
Segovia, Elvas, with tite first vessels decoratedwith
stampedimpressions.

As a consecuence,it is net possiblete speak of a
complete rupturebut of new guide-linesthat are im-
posedwithout apparentviolence, and mark the direc-
tion of witat will be profoundtransformations,manifest
in itistoricalperspective.

Central¡‘base(375-350and3SO-175 D.C.)

Oneof thefossil guidesof the changeis thepresence
of Attic pottery, for its diffusien, chronologicalvalue
and initial persistencein tite new period. Titus tite last
seriesof Greek ceramics,datedbetween375 and 350

areuseful in orderte delimit a subphase,tite prin-
cipal characteristicof which is to markthedefinitivebe-
ginningof thenewpatternsof culturalbehaviour.

This momenthasits climax from Use middle of the IV
Centuryin the evidenceand tracesof what couldbe an
authentic«colonization’>of tite land.Numereusmedium
and small sized villages at elevated locations,strongly
associatedwith the fluvial currents,mining reseurces,
and tite appearanceof a hand-madepottery witit a
strongpersonalityaretbeprincipal novelties,along with
tite diffusion of stampimpressions,black wheel-titrown
ceramicsand pinsand weaponsof continentalinspira-
tien. A whole context,witich by geographicalareaand
symbolicelements,clearlycorrespondste titose peoples
called«Celtic”, new appearsas a homogeneuscultural
horizon in tite Sado and lower Guadianariver basins,
fremtite limits of theTaguste tite AlgarvianandTurde-
tanlands,includingaperturistnucleisuchasAlcácer.

Late ¡‘base(175-150and150-90RC)

Once again it is the presenceof imported artifacts
witich advisesof newtransformativedynamicsalthough
still wititin thesameculturaltrajectoryas befere:«Cam-
panian” ware, Dressel 1 amphoras,coins, writing in
Latin and Iberian charactersreflect the historical mo-
mentof tite violentsocial convulsiensof thesecondcen-
tury RC.

In a first subphase,between175 and 150 B.C., ap-
proximately,the appearanceof Italic andTurdetanele-
mentsis sporadicandgradual(silver coins,Campanian
A pieces).It is easyte supposethat latertite warfareand
social citaosof tite LusitanianWars must havebeenthe
causeand effect of this processof change,with recu-

sative responses(raids, revolts,banditry)that te a cer-
tain degreetestify te an interruption or, more likely, a
changeof directionof indigeneustransfermations.

Hewever,tite final cultural repercussionwasastreng-
thening of integratingchanges,and that is reflected at
tite end of tite centuryby tite massiveappearanceof
ltalic productsand by an evidenttransformationof in-
digeneusceramicswith the completeimposition of tite
black wlieel-thrownpotterythat adoptsdecorativetech-
niques under Remaninfluence (dented-wheelimpress-
ions,applicatiens,etc.).

Final¡‘base(90-50D.C.)

Tite precessof conquestof tite Occidentallands to
the Southof Tagusriver seemste havecompletelycon-
cludedwith tite victory of Licinius Crassusin the year
93 B.C. Around titat time, tite syncreticcharacterof cul-
tural changeis giving way te agradualimpositionof new
socialandpolitical guide-lines.Titis pitenomenenseems
te havebeen especiallynotoriousduring ihe Sertorian
Wars and completeafter the actiensof Caesarand tite
Civil War witit Pompeius.Por that reason,we propose
the arbitrary date of 50 B.C. te be consideredas tite
metitodologicalendof titePre-RomanPeriod.

Archaeologically,titis processis reflectedin the na-
ture of tite newly-foundedsettlements,small fortified
outpostsdestinedfor military control of the territety,
andwith clearlydefinedpatterns:romanizedindigeneus
hillforts, such as tite Peñade San Sixto de Aracena;
small fortressesor fortified Remanvillas, like Represas,
Monte Novo andCastelodaLeusa,andthewell-knewn
<castella>’ in tite Almodóvar-Mértelaline. Such dyna-
mics have titeir repercussionen indigeneusceramics,
witich along with tite already frecuentpiecesof Italic
origin or imitatien, reflect tite definitive acceptanceof
Remantastes.

Ah this data reveals a greatly altered pepulatienal
panoramain titis first half of tite 1 CenturyB.C., in betit
largecentersandsmallerenes.

The :tbandenmentof semeindigenoushabitats(Ca-
pote,Chibanes,Pedrad’Atalaia,Badajoz),tite centraliz-
ing strengtit of otiters (Nertobriga, Mirobriga, Ebora)
and tite establishmentof positionsof military andecon-
omic control, sucit as titose indicated,certify tite disap-
pearanceof tite autoctoneussettlementpatterns and
titerefore, entry into a new period. Titen can be ob-
servedtite re-vitalization of semeoppida,net as popula-
tion centers but as administrative,political, economic
and religeuscenters.Titis is tite function that Biers sup-
posesfor Miróbrigaand thatwe itavedefendedrecently
for Nertóbriga.

Answerste Ethnoculturalconceptsare tite mostinter-
esting,becausethey representtite final objectiveof tite
preceedinginterpretationsand, titerefore, are titose
mostdifficult te perceive.

It is clearthat decumentaryseurcesdenotgive valid
explanationsfor tite appropiatenessof tite tribal name
«Celtic» titat titey empley witit evidentfrecuency and,
So, WC needto find valid answers,in agreementwith ar-
chacologicalevidence,that allewuste approachtite cuí-
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tural traits and tite cenfirmationof an etitnic sentiment
titat canjustify suchanappelative.

We arewell awareof itow spiny it is te dealwitit any
subject of PeninsularPreteitistorythat delves into tite
characteristicsand roots of titose traditionally con-
sideredte be Hispanic Celtic Peoples.Fortunatelythe
work of titose,up until recenttimes, few SpanisitCeltic-
ists is beginningte bearfruit andtite viability of studies
of peoplescalled <Celts’s has passedfrom an initially
generalizedrejectionte themosthopeful reality.

AII of tite ClassicalAuthors that deal in depthwitit
Pre-RemanHispaniacoincidein the presenceof Celtic
peoplesin tite Sado-Guadianabasins.Thatonly allow us
te affirm that Pre-RomanPeopleswereconsideredCel-
tic accordingte tite ethnicconceptsof their Greco-latin
contemporaries.In titis sense,andonly ter methodelogi-
cal purposes,we allow ourselveste usetite tribal name
Celtic te identify titesepeoples,with tite samereasoning
astitat usedin tite caseof Celtiberiansor Lusitanians.

However, titese classical references,citarged with
etitnocentricconsiderations,cannotserve,in anyway,
as a justification for an important Central European
presencein thePeninsula,apresencethatArchaeology
hasnot beenable te confirm, in spite of enlightening
linguistic evidencetitat even includesequivalencebe-
tweenthe tribal <‘Beturican>’ andtite Celtic <‘Bituriges’>,
tite principal CentralEuropeanpeopleresponsablefor
tite continentalinvasions of tite IV Century. For titis
reason,tite rejectionof tite efforts of tite greatfiguresof
our historiography,suchas Bosch Gimpera or Alma-
gro Basch,hasled te thedenialof anyCeltic presence
in thePeninsula,in our opinion without realizing titat
sucha position falís into sameinterpretativeerrors as
did the traditional titeoriesbaseden invasiensas prin-
cipal diffusiveagents.

Titis rejection itas ignored tite out-standingrole of
fieldssucit as linguisticsor beliefsandeven,in Archaeo-
logy, comeste tite point of ignoring tite profusion of
well-coordinatedstudies titat allow an in-depthknowl-
edgeof peoplesfrom tite Central Plateau,suchas Cel-
tiberians,whosematerialculture is not less<‘Celtic>’ titan
tite classicones from Hallstatt andLa Téneterritories.
Thesestudiesoffer explanationswititout itaving te recur
te massiveinvasions, but more commonand continual
diffusive processes,such as titose favored by tite con-
stantandsecularrelationsbetweentite peoplesof eititer
sideof Pyrenees(the“CumulativeCeticity” of Hawkes).
Probably,tite errorperpetuatedby recusativeconsider-
ationscanbe found in tite excessiveweigitt given te tite
absenceof arcitacologicalrecords identifiable with tite
Central Europeanenes,in tite Peninsulaas well as in
tite presumedPyrenaicpasses.It doesnot step te con-
sider titat sucit evidenceleadste the traditionalander-
roneousconsiderationof «ArchaeologicalCulture».

Most recentantitropologicaldiscussionscollectedby
Shennanargue titis dead-weight of researcit.As titis
autitor indicates,themerearcitaeologicalrecord is a re-
sponsete cultural connetationsbut should neverbe
confusedwith ihewitole reflectionof aculturalidentity.

Once admitted titis pestulate,we may alsoask our-
selveste witat extent tite Halístalí/La Téneassemblage
as aparadigmaof protoliistoric Celts doesnot imply tite

samelevel of subjectivityandagreaterdegreeof defor-
matien(Collis, 1986). In this sense,we believethat tite
incorporatienof tite peninsularCeltic World admitted
with its specialcitaracteristicswititin tite Venetianexpo-
sitien 1 Celt¿ A prima Europa has managedte mark a
new era in the interpretativestudiesof Late European
Preitistery (Hawkes, 1973; Rentrew, 1990; Ruiz Za-
patero,1991;Almagre,1991).

Titerefore, setting asidetite oíd conceptof «archaco-
logical Culture”, we decidedte approachtite presumed
cultural identity of titesepeoplesby way of tite patits
blazedby Shennan,Wiessnerandotiter scitolars,espe-
cially by titose referring te tite spatialandtemporalva-
riability of iherecordandte tite analysisof tite natureof
styleasa culturalandetitnic expression.

a) Regardingtite fermer, variability appearsas a
complex cenjunctionof tite social, economic, produc-
tive and ideologicalfactorsthatcanaid in tite processof
understandingculturalidentity.

In VILLAGES (whereneititerextensionsnor internal
organizations that could be considered cempletely
urban are observed),as well as in NECROPOLISES
(witere burialsof specialwealtit are not knewn.Even in
thecaseof Alcácer, weaponsandAttic pottery citarac-
terizegrave-goodsnotequivalentte princely Iberian or
Celtic tombs) or in referencete theORGANIZATION
OF PRODUCTION (titere is no evidencete make us
suppesetite existenceof pretostategeepoliticalsystems,
netevente tite degreeof what couldbe reacitedin Cel-
tiberia and very far from tite small turdetanianking-
doms) resultsreflect an egalitarianandunitariancitarac-
ter titat is cenfirmed by the vagueappreaciteste tite
world of BELIEFSandCUSTOMS.

Tite unity of cults, tundamentalyunder tite advoca-
tions of EndovélicoandAtegina, itad its responsein the
carryingout of massrituals,judging by tite standardiza-
tien of tite offeringsof tite vetive depositof Garváo(tite
small plaquesof beateneyes or tite possible organic
presentsin small bowls) andaccerdingte our interpre-
tation of theAltar and depositof Capote,both remains
of collectivecustomswereceordinatedby alessernum-
ber of individuals, that in this caseweuld be no more
thantwentyodd.

In cenclusion,tite material and ideelegical concepts
revealpepulationswitit alow sociopoliticaldevelopment
ruled by a certainconceptof egalitarianismtitat requires,
nevertiteless,tite presenceof mlersitipsbasedupenpri-
viledgesof ageor military needsratitertitan en personal
wealtit. In titis senseit ¡nay be worthwhile te remember
that Use few bits of intormatiencollected by tite classical
authorsconfirm titis citaracteramongtite occidentaland
septentrionalpeninsularpeoplesand refer repeatedlyte
tite presenceof «Celtic»militaxy leaders.

b) With respect te tite ANAL YSIS OF STYLE,we
employ titose metitodologicalproceduresconfirmedas
tite mestefficient points of view for attemptste ap-
proacitcultural identity. Fellowing Wobst,Sitennanand
Wiessner,we understandthattherecognitionotanindi-
vidual style, typical of a culture, is togetiter witit titeir
customs,tite bestpreofof tite conscieusor unconscious
belongingte a community,titat is, of tite recognitionof
anetitnic sentiment.
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In titis sense,it tite data abeutcustomsstrengthena
collectivist and egalitarianconceptof the natureof Se-
ciety, tite presenceof apanicularstyle becemesevident,
precisely, in tite mostpopularobject: tite local pottery.
Of titis, it is enougitte mentiontitat it is themostcharac-
teristic product of the Southwestern«Celts”. Titis style
possessestite two factersresponsablefer symbolic value
accordingte Wiesner.

b.1. An Emblematic Style, which allews tite con-
scieus recognition of a community, tite reflection of
which couldbe in decorativemotifs suchas tite profuse
<Wolves teetit’; tite stamped«habedor semí-haloed
polygons>’; cut-outgeometricmotifs and,even,in tite ap-
pearanceof zeomorpiticandanthropomorficstamps.

b.2. An AssertiveStyle titat implicitly has a wide
range of stylistic variability, focused from a stocastic
vaew en tite artifacts from of Capote’sDepesitA , tite
resultsof witicit arecomparable,in similarity,with titose
known from otiter largeceramicassemblagesof tite SW
(Badajoz, Belén, Garváo, Vaiamonte,Segoviaor Mir-
óbriga)in ourCentralPitase.

IN 5UMMARY, from tite detailedanalysis of the type
and dispersionof the material culture,of tite referen-
ces, epigraphyand contemporaryebservations,and
from tite presenceof an individual decerativestyle, it
is possiblete affirm tite specific cultural personality,
butclearly of an Occidentaland lndoeuropeannature,
of tite ríative populationstitat occupied,at leastfrom
the endof tite V Century,tite basinsof tite Sadeand
Guadianarivers.Titis context,in its maximum strength
betweeíi tite IV and II Centuries,representsa new
combinationof cultural andethnic traits amengthese
peoples.That ceuld be due not enly te tite greater
valueplaceden indigeneuscultural componentsafter
tite falí of Tartessosand the end of tite oriental
presence,butalso te the incorporatiedoffereigncul-
tural elements,tite closestparallels of witich, judging
from tite Style,PitilolegyandBeliefs,arelocatedin the
central Deuro basin,althougit sharingdeeprelations
of ancestorshipwith tite restof tite Peninsulaand,be-
yond, with the Central Soutitern area of Franceand
SeptentrionalItaly.
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