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TOTAL NATIONAL WAR IN SPAIN AND ITS GERMAN VICTIMS

The age of the French Revelution and Napoleon is charaeterized by a
rapid succession of eampaigns which was te filí a quarter of a century with
the clameur of war and the consequent lament for unteld suffering in terms
of life and limb, material and moral goods.

One of these campaigns was Napoleon’s war against Spain, the mest
useless of bis violent undertakings; ter it resulted in Ihe flareup of a popular
uprising which, in cenjunctien with the British expeditienary ferce
cemmanded by Wellington, inflicted an «incessantly bleeding wound» en
the Napoleenie Empire. Indeed, for thc military emperor, «the whole
Spanish affair (had) started with a false meve») Thus, according te
Napoleon’s extremely vivid deuble admission at the finis et initium of his
strategy of subjugation and pacification en the Iberian Peninsula and the
unanimeusjudgement of a histeriegraphy that has tended tobe macroscopie
en the bleodiest of his theatres of war, it was a tremendeus political and

(*) Museumbeauf-tragter, Rastatt, Alemania.
lo Aníehnung an Unter dem Greifen. Altbadisches Militár von der Vereinigung der

Markgrafschaften bis zur Reicbsgrúndung 1771-1871, hrsg. u.a.v. WGM Rastatt, Rarisruhe
1984, 8. 57 (Siegfried Fiedíer). Napoleon zugesehriebene Aussprticbe aul St. Helena am
6.5.1816, vgl. Denkwtirdigkeiten des Graten von Las Cases, Stuttgart (Cotta) 1823; zit. naeh
Karl Lang: «Dic Badisehen Truppen in Spanien in den Jahren iSOS bis 1814», la: Beihelte
zuin MilitárWochenblatt 191 1, hrsg. y. von Frobel, Berlin 1911,8.128 f;Erieh Blankenborn:
1808-1814, Badisebe Truppen in Spanien. Amtliche Veróffentlichung des Armeemuseums
Karisruhe/Baden,Karlsruhe 1939, 5.13; Christopberl-lerold: Der korsische Degen. Napoleon
und seine Zeit, Darmstadt 1968,5. i97.

MILITARíA. Revista de Cultura Militar. a,’?. Servicio de Publicaciones, 11CM. Madrid, 1995



360 Erns¡-1-Ieinrich Schmidt

military failure - and after microscepie centemplatien of the seldiers from
Baden whe were forced te participale in this debacle, it was for them an
exceedingly great disaster ex ¡rufo et ad inf7nitum.

In the indescribable degeneratiens of this war. the five-year campaign
in. against and for Spain was not just a drama lcr the Spanish people but
also a further drama inthe centuries-old history of German civil wars. On
the ene side, Napoleon’s Confederation of the Rhine brees comprised
troops from Baden. Nassau, Frankfurt and Hesse in tbe «German Division»
(Rhenish Confederate Divisien). Oppesing them en the ether side were
the [—laneverian and Brunswick eíements of the «King’s German Legion»
ín Wellington’s British Army in Spain. In addition, units from the
Thuringian Duchies of Saxe-Weimar and Saxe-Anhalt, thc Kingdem of
Westphalia (contingent with troops from Westphalia, Berg and Hesse) and
the Bishoprie, new Grand Duchy of Wurzburg alse fought in thc Iberian
theatre: the sons of German tribes serving foreign masters en fereign soil.

BADEN AS A «NATURAL ALLY» OF FRANCE

At the end of the 1 81h/begínning of dic I9th Century, [he síate
government of Baden, a margravate situated in the extreme seuthwest of
Germany which had not been reunited until 1771, had realized, with realistic
farsightedness, that their dwarf-like border state within the «monstreus»
system of German states (Pufendorf)2 which had been grewing leoser and
increasingly ereding since 1648 —i.e. the Holy Reman Empire. which was
shaken te its very foundatiens during the Wars of the French Revelution—
weuld be wiped off the map if Baden were te become a hindrance blocking
revolu[ronary France~s way.

The events following the peace treaties of Basel (1795), Campo Fermio
(1797) and Luneville (1801) demonstrated that Baden could no lenger
expect any suppert from the Emperer in Vienna. and that he ceuld net
pursue a seesaw policy under the cannons of Strasbeurg? Given the prespect
of cempensation fer alí territories en the left bank of the Rhine lost te
France, by means of secularizatien and mediatizatien. i.e. drastie measures
based solely en the pewer of absolute princes and French arms, made
sacrosanct by the ReichsdepuíañonshauptschluJ3 (1803) and sealed by the
collapse of the Eirst German Empire (1806), Baden toe had purpesefully

2Naeh Samuel Pufendorf: De statu imperii Gern,anici, [667:vgl. Ernst-Heinrich Schmidt:
«Militárisehe Partikularitát und Kontingentsherrlichkeit. Strukturgeschiehte des deutsehen
tieerwesens vom Ende des Alten Reiches bis rum Ersten Wellkrieg’>. u: IAMAM-Report
[987, 5.5.

‘Siegfried Fiedler.’«Revolusion-Krieg-Friede», in: Carl Friedrich und seine Zeit, hrsg. y.

Markgráflich Badisehe Museen, Rarísruhe i981, 5.38.
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pursued the creatien of a centrally administered, modern state with an
integral territery eut of the remains of the exprepriation of a few hundred
of the small and tiny temporal and spiritual dominions surrounding it.>
Baden, hitherto a small state, was enlarged enormeusly by the acquisitions
of 1803. 1805, 1806 and l8l0~ its populatien grew five-fold te somewhat
more than ene millien. Elevations te a higher rank by the grace of Napeleon
—te an electorate (1803) and grand duchy (1806)— were the exterior
reward>.

In reality, hewever, the yeung grané duchy was a satellite state of
Napoleon in the fetters of the Confederation of the Rhine (1806), obliged
te continually provide seldiers (involving immense armaments expenditure)
for the increasingly snowballing wars of the Military Emperor. The mercase
in the size of thc territory and populatien of Baden produced an army that
was ultimately 10,000 men larger. This army, medelled en that of France6,
was incorperated as the «Corps de Baden» into the bretherhood-in-arms
of the «Grande Armee»7. Troops frem Baden were forced te participate,
with a numerically larger centingent eaeh time, in Napeleons campaigns
against Austria and Russia (1805), Prussia and Sweden (1806/1 807), Austria
(1809), Russia (1812) and, until they were physically wiped eut<, in the Battle
of the Nations at Leipzig (16-19 October 1813). In the follewing, this paper
will give an account of thc fertunes of the contingent frem Baden that fought
in the lormatien of the Cenfederation of the Rhine forces in the Peninsular
War between 1808 and 1813. It will de so with the help of contemporary
seurces and witncsses. in ether words frem the peint of view and based en
the experiences el the seldiers who were directly invelved.

COMPtILSORY MOBILIZATION AND DEPARTURE
OF TEE CONTINGENT FROM BADEN TO SPAIN

After the attempt by a French army of eccupatien te seize the Iberian
Peninsula in a coup de main, as it were, had failed between the end of 1807

<Zur Rolle y. Reitzensteins siehe Peter Eberhard. o: ebd., 5. 168: HermaunSehmid: «Dic
Stik ul a risation und Mediatisation in Baden», in: ebd., 5. 75 fIL; «Vom Alíen Reieh zum
Deutsehcn Bund>’, in: Baden und Wdrttemberg fin Zeilalter Napolenos. Ausstellungskatalog,
Band 1.1, .Sluttgarl 1987, S,85 IT.

‘Vgl. Anm. 4: Siegíried Fiedíer: ‘<Ocr Rurfiirst und Groi3herzog». in: Citrí Friedricb, 5.
39, usbes. 5.47.

“26.ltJ.lÑt)8: Annahníe der franzósisehen Truppenformation ftir badisehe Truppen;
8.2,1809: Einfúhrung der franz. Reg]ements, vg1. (ireifen, 5. 199 (Rentsehler).

1811:11800 Mann, dano mehr als 8000 stándig als Rheinbund-Kontingent zur Verftigung,
vgl. Fiedíer, in: Carl Friedrich, 5.172(3.8.6.).

‘Am 30.12.1812 erreichten 140 had. Soldalen, 40 noch kampítáhig, dic Weichsel: der Rest
von 7166 Rut\landkrieí~ern: vgi. Carl Friedrieh, 5.239.
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ariel mid-18O8, Emperer Napoleon decided te assume personal cemmand
ever the deployment and interventien of a newly formed army of
everwhelming superierity, the Armee d’Espagne.

Te [bis end, be demanded en 15 July/23 August 1808 that the Grand
fluke of Baden place a reinferced infantry regiment en a war feoting. The
Duke dared te centradict Napeleen in no uneertain terms, in erder net te
allow himself te be degraded te a mere supplier of soldiers and te aveid the
ruineus burdens of the war ecenemy and constantly increasing arms
preduction demanded of him:

«1 must entreat Your Majcsty not te employ the centingents against
the insurrection in Spain; as the soldiers would march therc with
reluctance. they could not inspire any cenfidence. [...] Sire, during <beir
last passage your armies maltreated ¿dI provinces and colleeted more
than they would have done if thev had been marching as enemies LI
The confederate states wiIl net be able te endure these miíitarv
preparations for very long.»’

Re «usurper of Europe» (Fiebte) responded te such opposition with
scorn and derision by reminding the envoy of Baden «from whom [the
Grand Dukej had get everything, and that he ruled by the grace of
Napoleon. He thus had te do everything that pleased the Emperer and
refrain frem doing everything that displeased himP«

Al! similar endeavours by the state gevernment of Baden ever the
Iellowing uve years te induce [he despotie Erench warlord te release Baden
from its ebligatien te previde a contingent in this most hidecus of alí
theatres fer the seldiers from Baden, or at least te impreve their conditiens
of empleyment anel supply, failed. In the territeries of Baden. the intensified
levies due te the intreduction of compulsory recruitmenl by Napeleen had
caused numereus desertions since 1805. which in turn resulted in harsh
ceuntermeasures. The increased requirements for recruits permitted fewcr
and fewer exemptiens from the previeus ebligation te serve in thc niilitia,
se that universal conseription in Baden was administered censiderably mere
rigidly than its model, the French Conseriptien Law <. Aversion te the
«inilitary obligation of the subjects», in particular te service in the French
Army, was so widespread that in seme of the territories recently aequired
by Baden there was open revolt ameng t he rural population against the

BLankeohorn: 18(18- [813, 5. 6, 74 f. (auszugsw. Zit. ebd. nach Anneliese WolIer: Baden
und Frankreieh in der RI,einbundzeit 180511812, Diss. phil. Freiburg 1935.>

Sigismuod Carl Frhr. y. Reitzeustein gegeniiiber Napoleon 1.: zit. oaeh lilankenhorn:
1808-1813, 5.74.

/,u den Edikten von 1804-1 8(18 vg1. Greifen, 5. .3 fi. (Fiedíer); dersin: Carl Friedrich.
5. 172 (3 Sa Ib),
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removal of reeruits, which could only be crushed by the employment of
cavalry 2 The negative news about the rise of resistance by the Spanish
people and the reprisals by the Freneh army of eccupatien which reached
Baden np to the summer of 1808 «left sueh an impression» that the
ceuragecus Grand Duke warned the Emperor of the demetivating and
demoralizing effects, but without success, as we have already seen>.

Just under feur weeks after the imperial call-up order of 23 iuly 1808,
the two infantry battalions from Freiburg and Rastatt and the eempany-
size foot artillery with train from Karlsruhe marched out of their garrisons.
It is quite probable that, te raise their spirits, they were given musical
accompaniment in the form of the universally known niarch of the Oíd
Baden County Regiment, Durlach.

(1sf musical example:
AM 1, ‘104 «March of the Swabian County Regiment, Dnrlach-Baden»
(c. 1700, oíd version)

However, the displeasure at the ferthcoming eperations in Spain was
te arise at a very early stage in the reinforced combined Baden Infantry
Regiment. The depressed morale of the treeps could only be raised in a
patriarchal way —and then enly te a limited degree— by an efficer who
enjoyed the trust of his men (anel who was te prove very reliable later en).
He appealed te the eemmunity of fate:

«Aswe approached the Rhine», recounts an artillery seldier, «my fellow
soldiers expressed reluctance te cross fi. Thereupen, our commander.
Captain ven Lasollaye, told sorne gunners aud [ram seldiers te ferm a
cirele and said the follewing: My dear children, our sovercign has
entrusted yeu te my care. ‘I’oday, we are going te cress the Rhine, and
1am firmly cenvinced that yeu wiIl alí fellow meas upright soldiers and
that nene of you will cemmit perjury. Look, 1 also have parents and
preperty at heme and 1 like being in eur fatherland justas muchas you
do. And 1 hope that 1 shall return with yeu te eur native country. Where
we are now going togetber, 1 shall be witls you aud look afíer yen.
After sueb a goed exhertatien. we follewed eur captain acress the
R bine. «II)

2Greifen, 5.32 (Fiedler): Badiseher Miíitár-Almanach, tU. Jg. , Carisruhe 1863,S. 171.
‘‘ZIX. nach Iflankenhorn: 1808-1813. S,74; Rainer Wohlteil: Spanien unó die deutsche

Frhebung [808-1814, Wiesbaden 1965, S.102 [1.
Naeherzáhlt (aus Nachlal3 Lasollaye od. Handschriften-Samnilung, GLA Nr. 1283) von

Blankenhorn: 1808-1813,S. 14-Abschiedsparade unter Musik vor dem Grolherzog wzr bei
Rastatt gewesen, vgl. Karl Franz von Holzing: Unter Napoleon in Spanien. Denkwtirdigkeiten
cines badisehen Rheinhundofliziers (1787-1839), hrsg. y. Max Dufner-Grcif, Berlin 1937,5.
12-15.
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The troops from Baden covered the distance between the Rhine and
the Pyrenees via Strasbourg, Metz, Orleans and Bayonne in remarkably
quick time, marching over 1000 km in 48 days. In the military camp at
Orleans they were inspected by Marshal Lefebvre, ene of those prominent
soldier figures from Alsace who had risen te the top en the back of the
Revolutien. He was able te address the troops from Baden in Alemannie
dialect and fil! them with enthusiasm:

«Ouiekly, but with a keen eye. he rede aleng the front ofourregiment.
He told us te fire eur weapons ¡a ranks, something which our drilí bock
had net previously previded for. Ihis grey, fiery hero himself took a
rifle eut of ihe hands of ene of cur NCOs and practically showed us
how te fire it. We meunted several charges, fermed up in attack
celumns. stormed the high-lying read where wc put te flight cveryene
Mho liad come here cnt of curiosity !... J Wc were satisfied with [he
marshal, for he was a cornpetent man who held his fire until he saw the
whites of the eneníys eyes aud loved us!»>

It was very often the case with Napoleon’s rapidly recruited and
assembled foreign treops that they had te learn their warcraft en the meve
as they had mostly received very little prior training. This also applied te
the troops from Baden, using the French drilí book and accompanied by
French military music.

(2nd musical exumple: «Pus de Redouhle»)

In mid-October 1808, at the end of their advance through France, a
seldier frem Baden neted:

«In frent of us tewered Iberia’s mighty giants, the Pyrenees. Their heads
enveloped by deep snew. [...] We waded threugh a sea of sand. threugh
shadewless seattered firs. Exhausted. we reached Bayenne en 12
October. [he city that gaye the points of cur rifles their name.»

Only ene day later,

«en 13 October. early la the nlerning. the drum surnmoned us te march.

Our deployment in Spain had te be speeded up. [...] we sealed [he

>Zwei Jabre zuvor hatten Badener bereits unter Lefebvre, Herzog ven Danzig. ehenda
gedient, jetzt fuhrte er sic in seinem IV. AK; vg1. Ludwig y. (lrolmann: Tagebueh tiber den
Eeldzug des ErbgroRherzogs von Baden 1806- [807. bearb, u. hrsg. y. Fr. von der Wengen.
Freiburg 1887, 5, 70ff. u. 11 ti.- Nacher’ziIhlt von Blankenhorn: 1808-1813,5. 15: siehe aueh
Dufner-Greit (Holzing), 8. 19 f.

“‘Nacherzáhlt von Blankcnhorn: 1808-1813,5. 15.
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feethills of [he Pyrenees. Dripping with sweat. we reached the summit,
frezen ram scourged eur faces se that they burned. Then we headed
vertically downwards te the Bidassoa in thc depths. It was net yet dark
as wc erossed the red weeden bridge. Two six-pounders as guards en
the French berder! Wc were en Spanish seil. The mightly bulwark of
nature had been crossed, which separated twe nations with the same
geal of killing themselves. Wc were here te de this in the service of
France. Our seldierly duty cemmaaded us te de so. Thiaking such
thoughts, Wc dragged eurselves in the darkness te Irun. The Spanish
reception ceasisted of cmpty menastery walls, wet straw and vermin.
The monks were no lenger there. We very seen learnt that they had
exehanged the rosary for the swerd.»2

Shortly after Irun, in Durango, during the second half of October 1808,
the «German Division» was formed under the command of the French
General Leval: the lst Brigade was made up of the «Regiment Baden» and
the ~‘Regiment Nassau»; the 2nd Brigade censisted of Dutchmen, and the

‘5

3rd Brigade comprised units from Hesse, Frankfurt and France

Order of Batí/e

«German Division» (French General Leval) approx. 10,000 men
lst Erigade (Baden Colenel ven Perbeck)

lnfantry Regiment Baden No. 4(1,700 men)
lnfantry Regiment Nassau No. 2
Foot Battery Baden with 8 guns and train (200 men)

2nd Brigade (Dutch General Chasse)
lnfantry Regiment Holland
Hussar Regiment Helland
Horse Artillery Helland

3rd Brigade (French General Grandjean)
Parisian Guards Battalien
Frankfurt Battalion
lnfantry Regiment Hesse (-Darmstadt)
Half Feet Battery Hesse (-Darmstadt)

>Ebd 5. 16: siehe auch Dufner-Greif (Holzing), S.33; P.J. Rehfues: Tagebuch emes

deutsehen Oflieiers (i.e. Ludwig ven Grolmann) Uber semen Feldzug in Spanien ii. 1808,
Ntirnberg 1814.

> Gliederungsbild naeh Wilhelm Krieg von Hocbfelden: Cuesehichtliche Darstellung
sammtlicher Begebenheiren und Kriegsverftillc der Grossherzgl. Radisehen Truppen in
Spanien von ISOSbis Ende I8l3inVerbindungderallgemeinen bedeutenden Ereignisseder
Rheinischen Bundes-t)ivision in der franzósasehen Gesan,t-A m ee, Freiburg 1822, 8.51.
Exakte Kopfstárken bei Laag, 8. 129; Badiseher Militar-Almanaeh, Carlsruhe 1854. 5. 43;
ID. Haffner: Geschicbtliche Darstellung des Grolíherzeglich Badisehen Armee-Corps PP.,
Karlsruhe 1840,5,49,89.
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TE-lE YEAR OF BATTLES, 1808/1 809

Marches, Engagements, Guerrilla Warfare

In late October 1808, Napeleon launched his offensive anel, with 200,0(M)
soldiers, ferced his way acress the Ebro into the interior of Spain. The
German Divisien feught en his western wing: Zorneza (24 Octeber).
Durango (31 October), Valmaseda (8 Nevember):

«On 27 October, facing the village of Zerneza lying in (he deeply
incised valley. wc received cur bapúsm of fire. In arace with the enemy
for a steep mountain dominating the regien, the Spanish were defeated
by (he rapidity of cur veltigeurs and the torce of the bayenets of cur
cempanies. As soen as wc had become masters of the heights, [he
martial sounds of cur musie reseunded dewn into the valley to
anneunce our success te our [...~ fellow seldiers. [...j Marshal Lefcbvrc
visited us in our eyries. He was fulí of praise. The soldiers understood
everything the marshal said, as it was bis custem te speak German.
Preud of (he praise, we loeked back te (he hattle from whieh we had
emerged victoricus. Qur longing for the hut in [he valley te proteet us
against wind and ram had vanished entirely from cur souls. [...] During
the three days we spent here. the seldiers rested en rocky earth. but
(heir exhaustion and (he sparsely scattered brushwood turned it into a
soft bed for them. How happy [he soldier is when his ceurage receives
[he honour which is due te it. The Erench generals knew (lis and were
able te expleit it.»”

[‘his initial aecount of fighting from the first-hand experiences of a
soldier frem Baden illustrates features which are essentially typical of troeps
successful at the first attempt: rapidly areused enthusiasm, freshly feunded
esprit de cerps and pride following a military achievement accemplished
at the cost of extraerdinary privatiens under the inspiring charisma of a
competent cemmander. The latter’s absolute offensive spirit. shaped by
Napeleon, in combination with his mastery of the tactical elements of
surprise, mobility and ceeperation, executed by troops that were overtaxed
but nonetheless willing te fight, was also apparent a few days later:

«Qn 31 October, aleng thc Durango. we íought our first battlc. Qn (he
day before. (he rnarshal eculd hardly wait fer (he moment. Just like a
yeuth, filled with martial fire, be shook hands with every efficer he met.

‘<Naeher,Éihlt von Blankenhorn: [808-1813,5. 16: auszugsweise ‘sil. naeh Franz Xaver
Rigel: Der siebenjúhrige Kampf auf der Pyrenáischen Halbinsel vom Jabre 18(17 bis 1814
besonders meine cigenen Erfahrungen in diesen, Kriege nebst Bemerkungen tiber das
Spanische Volk und Land. Erstcr Theil, Rastatt 1819, 5. 2.SO f.: siehe aueh Dufner-Greif
(Hol’zing). S.35-37. Krieg y. Hoehfelden, S.7.
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Ten regiments were en eur side in the battlefrent. We and the treeps
frem Nassau en the rightwing, cur artillery in (he centre arid way ahead
of it eur voltigeurs. Twe of cur hewitzers had been tewedby oxen (with
much exertion) ente [he higí meuntain en whieh we were situated. [~1

When (he feg had fallen. the left wing of our army was already engaged
in battle. A magnificent sight, the battlefront clearly spread eut frem
eur steep heights. Tíen ocr guns. toe. detached themselves. Wc saw
their shells create confusien ameng tIc Spanish, whe had apparently
net expected them fremsuch ah impassable peint. With leud shouts of
joy, (he centre and right wing new launched [heir attack. AII the bands
struek up, tIc drumrners beat tIc assault march, songs of victory were
te be heard eut of the meutís of the hearded warriors. Heavy small
arms tire, delivered by [he enemy from an advantageeus position. was
unable te check our forward assault. It had little impact because it was
toe high. Leaping over deep precipices and chasms. wading through
broeks, we sealed (he steep heights eccupied by the enemy -

unstoppable. ealm. ocr rifles en our arms. ‘Fhe battle lasted until the
afternoon; [he cemmanders of cur three battlegreups manoeuvred
towards ene anoher masterfully. Thirty theusand Spaniards were
defeated in eight heurs. The marshal heaped praise upen [he Germans

- 4...] in the tone peculiar lo him and speaking German: «Yen
fought magnifieently teday. Ye compeled with the French, and a few
times you were ahead of [1cm, —~...] new you are brave peeple!»

The first French bulletin of the armee d’Espagne frem Vitoria dated 9
Nevember 1808 anneunced, among other things: —~<Les treupes de la
Cenféderation du Rhin se sont distingués, principalement le eorps de
Bade.»22

Highest praise and external recognition —a tried-and-tested
psychological means of cemmand and control employed by Napoleen
Buenaparte— was te be bestewed upen the troeps from Baden by the
imperial warlord himself before the gates of the Spanish capital:

«On 9 December we appreachcd Madrid. Wc were leoking ferward te
getting [here [...] after the untold privations of [he preceding days. Qur
people were terribly wern eut as a result of the forced meuntain
marches. Most of [1cm were witheut shocs. Owing te a laek of any
means (>f transportatien. many of us had tobe left behinel en the way,
made II by (he march. After a night in a bivouae faeing Madrid, [he

Naeherztihlt von Blankenhorn: 1808-1813,8. 17; auszugsw. zit. nach Rigel ls. 352 f.:
l)ufner-Greif (Holzing). 5.35-37: Krieg y. Hochfelden, 5.8 f.,

Blanken horn, naO.. 5. 18; ‘sit. aus Relation des Oberst y. Porbeck y. 5.11.1808 an
Grol3herzog von Baden, gegeben ‘su Bilbao. Siehe auch Rigel 1352,357 f.

<‘Aus>.uesweise ‘sit. naeh CamBIe Sau’sey: les Allies Allemands de Napoleon. Baden-
Baden 1953. p. 63.
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Emperor reviewed us. He ordered [he cempanies te be drawn up in
ene rank, inspected details and addressed every officer. He applauded
the subsequent regimental maneevres, for which he himself gaye tIc
orders (transíated by (he regiment commander). Pleased with (he
accemplishments of (he troops from Baden so lar, Napeleon awardcd
[hem 22 crosses of [he legien dhenneur instead of thc 8 suggested by
[he marsíal. French offieers described this as a unique case. j...] l-Iappy.
admired and envied because of cur goed display befere the great man,
wc and (he Regiment Nassau entered Madrid thai evening.$

For [he treops frem Baden and the other units participating in (he
Peninsular War, [he legion d’honneur was te become a medal with two sides
in (he true significance of Us value - an obverse and a reverse side. Among
Napoleon’s troops, its pessessien was deemed tebea token of bravery and
triumph; en the Spanish side, it was used te deride the country’s enemy.
The troops from Baden later reperted: «The guerrillas used te pin the legion
cFhonneur en thcmselves after they had tern it from [he sIam men.»24. Alter
[he bloedy decisive Battle of Vitoria (20 June 1813), «Spanish donkey beys
eculd net get held of enough crosses at any price lo pin thení ente [he Iails
of their donkeys.»

The troops Irom Baden did net have te wait until [heir constantly
threatened marches through Spain and thcir time spent in quarters te realise
that they were invelved in a popular war which had already, before dicir
arrival in the Spanish theatre, assumed tIc character of a campaign of
annihilation with alí the atrocicus excesses of reprisals, revenge and physical
extermination><. The totally extraerdinary nature of this national war. Iying
way beyond any previous experience of war. seon bccaíne apparent te them
en the battlefield itself where, in the past. a certain degree of chivalry and
individual mercy had traditionally been respected among soldiers Irom Ihe
oppesing sides. Thus. for instance. Colead von Perbcck. whe had been
thrown into an internal soldierly conflict by his French superiors, reported
[o [he Grand Duke after the first battle in which his regiment was invelved
(Durango, 31 October 1808): «Prisoners ¡ ... j we let go, contrary te [he Frenel
orders te sheet them».»

1’his proper behavicur en the part of the soldiers from Baden. of which
there were many more examples worthy of mention in [he subscquent
ceurse of (he Peninsular War, was te be of no use te them in their dealings

Nseher’siihlI von Blankenhern: 181)8-1813, 5. 18: auszugsweíse ‘sfl. nach Rehtues
(Crolmann), 8. 146 fi.: Porbeeks Reíation; Rige1 1 438 fi. Siche auch Lang, 8. 13(1 1.: Krieg.
5. 1(1

<4fleide Zil. naeh Blankenhoro: 18t18-I813 .8. 63: siehe auch Karl Franz von HeI’zing:
Meine Gefangennehmung o Spanieo pp.. Freiburg 1824,5.7.

Rigel [.8. 3(16, 322 1.; Krieg, 8. [3 1.; Sehaeffer, 8.54 1.. 68. 116 t.: 1361.
>J3lankenhorn: 808-1814,5. 18 nach Relalion y. Porbeck,s u. Rigel 1,5,3571.
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with the Spanish pepulace. [‘he treops frem Baden were also subject te the
cellective hatred shown by [he Spanish tewards the fereign army of
occupatien. This was particularly true of the indiscriminating wrath of the
inhabitants of the Spanish capital, whe, with their insurrection en 2 May
1808 (Dos de Mayo), had given the signal for a general popular uprising.
Qn the face of it, ~<peace»appeared te huye been restered there te a limited
extent after French troops had used their guns and sabres te crush tIc
resístance anel had started te carry out mass executions. lo his painting «The
Third of May», Francisco Goya captured immortally this natienal pretest.27

Soldiers frem Baden became victims of the cempulsory recruitment
imposed upen their grand duke by Napeleon, especially in Madrid, which
they had entered as part of the German Dívisien en the order of the
Emperer en 10 December 1808:

«In Madrid we were billeted in menasteries. Duty was hard. lite was
dear. Lic. beth ecenemically, jo tenis of [he cost of Iiving; and
physically. in other werds it was dear te purchase = te stay alive;
authers note] [...] The inhabitants made no seeret of (he hatred they
fel[ fer us. Tíere were Spaniards whe, upen seeing a Frenchman, were
so evercome wi[h rage that Ihey plunged (heir dagger inte his heart en
[he street wi[hout any provecatien. Many of them were caught en [he
spo[ and were usually hanged without (aking thc look of silent centempt
off their faces. Frenehmen whe watched such executiens —whieh were
almost everyday eceurrenees— witheut adequate protection could at
any second falí vicdm te (he Spaniard’s steel.
Like the ether regirncnts. we lest NCQs and rank and file every day
through assassina[ieo. For the whole of (he ferces occupying Madrid,
casualties resulting frem such a[tacks ameunted te 30 [040 meo per day.»<

Right at the start of the two-month period during which bis troops were
garrisoned in the Spanish capital, Colenel von Porbeek reponed lo bis
Grand Duke:

«Since leaving Karlsruhe. the regiment has actually lost a[ least 300
meo, not in [he face of [he enerny, but stabbed seeretly in [he back.x=2’

The regiment commander requested not enly personnel replacements
but also the provisien of «[...] eight te ten drumíners, [...] fer the small beys
frem Rastatt bave alí been killed,»

“Herold. 5, 207 Ib
>Krieg 8. 16.; Rigel 1,5.441 f.. 463 (II, 5 123); Lang, 5. 131: Rehfues Grolman), in:

Friedrich Max Kircheisen: Memoirén ausdem spanisehen Fre¡heitskampfe 18(18-lSD. Ludwig
von (irolníano, Alberí Jean, Michael Rocea, l-lamburg 1908,8.85 fIS). Naeher’súhluog von
Blankeohoro: 1808-1813. 5.19 aus’sugsw. zit,

‘Berieht Obcrst y. Porbeek y. 15.12,1808 an Grohherzog von Baden; dieses u, oaehf. Zit.
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Here, the celenel was referring te the 12- te 16-year-old casualties from
the II Battalion of his combined infantry regiment alone!

While the Baden infantry was, in late 1808/early 1809, still being called
upen to perferm guard duty in Madrid fer King Joseph (Buonaparte) (10
December 1808 te 13 January 1809). the Baden, Hessian and Dutch artillery
of the German Division had been censelidated - in a typically Napeleenie
fashion - te lorm an artillery equipment park te cever the recenniassance
in force of the French 1 Cerps under Marshal Lefebvre towards the Tagus.

Te the south of the tewn of Almaraz, this terrential river, swollen by
rainfalí in late December 1808, cuts its ceurse overawidth of a fewhundred
meters through a range of rocks. at that time still spanned by two mighty
stone arches of a medieval bridge. On 27 December 1808, Captain Lassolaye
frem Baden and bis gunners stermed ferwards acress the bridge, which was
blocked by obstacles, and. taking Spanish guns as trephies, formed a
bridgehead en the enemy bank, thereby capturing [his imperant key peint
en the military read from Madrid te the south: «With eur sabres in our
hands we rushed up the hill. Every ene of us received from [he Marshal
[Lefebvre] two 6-lira pieces><, the much sought-after deuceur moncy.

Just over two weeks later (13 January 1809), Napoleon had the bulk of
bis (lerman divisien en the march te close eff the e[her bridges across the
Tagus and prevent them lalling into enemy hands. thereby eliminating a
petential threat te Madrid and creating faveurable cenditions for lis
planned offensive into the interior of the ceuntry which was designed te
being abeut a decision.

The situatien in earlv 1809:
This was Napeleen’s last operational general order issued directlv in

the Spanish theatre. Like in Egypt before (1799) aííd Russia later (1812),
Napeleon had received intelligence that lis position was threatened bv a
factien el h is demestie eppene nts and by a politice—mi li[ary strengthening
of the powers in Central Europe. anel had precipitately decided te depart
ter Paris (Astorga. 1 January 1809).

By lcaving Spain for ever frem Valladolid en 17 January 1809, Napeleon
threw Ihe armee dEspagne whicl he lcR behind off its previeusly victorious
ceurse. During bis personal control of alí operations on [he Iberian
peninsula, between late October and early December 1808, helad inflicted
upen the Spa n isí armi es mobil ucd aga i n st Ii m a sen e•s of an ni lila ti ng
deÍeats. because [he Spanish had carlier not exploited their initial successes
against [le l4rench army of occupation under Napoleons brether Joseph.
h ¿¡el nt>t created a su pre me mil it a ry cernmand despi te (he Íerm ation of a

»Naeh Rigel ls. 488 f. o. Nl. Lasollave (ygl. Ann,. 14). Naeher’zLihlI von Blankenhorn:
I81)8-18I3, 5. SS (Zit.).LI. Rigel [,8.492 fiel Lefebvrc noeh un Januar 1809 unler Napolceus
Verdik 1 u. das Cor

1,s de Bade unter das K orn mando von Ma rsehal Victor.
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central defence committee and had continued te leave control of the
operatiens te the individual commanders of the previnces.

In addition te [his disastreus regionalism en the Spanish side, there was
the inadequate previsien of assistance by ihe British, caused by the British
parliament enly making troops available in dribs and drabs and resulting
from the lack of unifermity and rapidity of the eperatiens, and finally due
te the willingness in the British High Cemmand te reach agreements. British
historiographers have laid the blame at the doer of the Spanish
commanders, whem they accuse of being involved in rivalries and disputes
and of losing time’. Hewever, this should not obseure the fact that the
French eperations were directed uniformly and personally by a military
genius~ such as Napeleon who was invincible for a long time, and that the
Spanish army commanders were by no means the first nor the last te be
reuted by the military emperor. The British were te be the next.

While Napeleon, in the autumn of 1808, was still cenducting his offensive
across tIc Ebro tewards [he Spanish capital, a British expeditionary torce
cemmanded by Sir John Moere, followed by another force commanded by
Sir David Baird, had marched inte Spain from [he nertheast of the Iberian
Peninsula in erder te attack the epen western flank of Napoleon, who was
advancing south33. Meore circumvented the difficult-te-pass meuntaineus
terrain en a correspendingly long reute, invelving considerable loss of time,
heading wwards Salamanca, frem where he intended te strike.

Hewever, he enceuntered Napeleon, once again reacting as quick as a
flash with a surprise parry by marching in a straight line with strike torces
he had hastily gathered tegether and cressing the Guadarrama Pass in a
hewling snewstorm, se that Meere ceuld only save himself frem his deom
by beating a hasty retreat. Meere wen the race te Corunna —the pert by
which the British Expeditienary Force had enly recently entered Spain. and
which new uncxpectedly became the port by which it left the country—
altheugh he had te leave behind 6,000 men of lis ferce, whe were eventually
totally exhausted.

Meores force and the remainder of the Spanish Army in Galicia were
pessibly saved by Napoleon’s restlessness. He left the pursuit —which soen

>‘WohIteil, 5.112; auch Herold, 5. 21e ti folgt Napier, Long, Oman.
<2 Zum sehliel3lieh fruehtenden ein’sigeo eperativen Gegenmi[el ‘sur Be’swingung

Napoleons vgl. Ernst-Heinrieh Schmidt: «Zur Genesis des kon’sentrisehen Operierens mit
ge(rennten Heeresteilen im Zeitalter des ausgehenden Anejen Regime. der Franzósisehen
Revolution und Napoleenss>. in: Ausgewithl(e Operationen und ihre rnili[órhistorischen
Grundiagen (=Operatives Denken und Handeln in deutsehen Streitkráften: 4). hrsg. y.

MGFA, lIerltrd - Bonn 1993. 5, 80ff
Zu Moeres l’eld’sug und den Fo]gen siehe Rigel J. 8.463 [1.:John F. iones: Geschichte

des Krieges in Spanien. Portugal und dem súdijehen Frankreich in den ]ahren 1808 bis 1814,
Braunschwei~ 1844.5. 40ff.
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became less merciless and mere circumspect—.-- te his Marshal Soult because
he deemed it mere important that he sheuld leave for Paris. The bold
advance by the British, their ardueus and bloedy retreat and net least
Meeres death in [he face of the enemy previded British publie opinien with
a patrietic stimulus theugh no victery. The Britisí Expeditienary Force had
ended in a Dunkirk; but it was te return under WellesleyWellington, and
would eventually be victoricus en the peninsula. Loeked at superficially or
in isolation, Moeres daring theugh unexpectedly short eperation produces
predominantly negative results. Ex eventu, hewever, this British intermezze
had a great effect. It marks the peripeteia of the Peninsular War: Ata crucial
moment fer the Spanish/Pertuguese/British cause, Meeres campaign had
created an operatienal diversien with far-reaching censequences, a non-
preplanned subsequent triumph of indirect strategy. If this diversion had
not taken place, Napoleon the commander could have used this time te
conquer [he seuthern half of Spain and subjugate Portugal. As it was,
Napeleen terminated his personal high command en the Iberian Peninsula
halfway; the ~<gedof battles» (Clausewitz) left the Spanish theatre en the
periphery of his sphere of influence fer ever, because his reputation as
emperer called him back te Paris, and lis reputatien as (he ~<usurper of
Europe» called him back te the geegraphic centre of tlat continent, where
tíere was once again unrest. By seeking te assert his pesition in both
theatres in early 1809, he had te delegate te his suberdinate commanders
in Spain. In military terms, this meant an inexorable decline, and fer tIc
contingent of treeps from Baden it spelt the prolongation of (heir self-
sacrifice in tIc Frencí armee d’Espagne.

Betwecn Tagus aud Guadiana:
Almaraz - Mesas de IborfVal de Cañas - Medellin

The gcostrategic locatien of the Tagus valley —impertant fer friend and
fee alikc— and possessien of the few crossing sites leading over the wide
river alse determined the cembat activities of the Baden Regiment in early
1809. In an apprex. 100 km long section te (he west of Talavera up te thc
cenfluence with tIc Tictar, tle river, raging in a deeply incised bed of recks.
separated the armies of Victor and Cuesta. Here, the French marshal had
several times committed bis divisions, espccially the already heavily
decimated German Divisien, te meunt futile and bleedy thrust<h While
Victer’s unceerdinated effensive eperatiens slackened, a British demolition
party fighting with the Spanish troops had succeeded, in February 1809. in
rendering the bridge at Almaraz useless —[he enly bridge whose widtb and

“tiberdie wechselvollen Khmpfe der Diyision Leval um dic Taje-tberghnge ab 10.2.18(19
siehe l)ufner - Greif (I[ol’sing), 5.76-79,83 11
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load— bearing capacity permitted a river crossing with artillery, train
columns and cavalry>5.

Deprived of his tactical capabilities for a direct offensive seuthwards
te the Guadiana, Victor also found himself under pressure te succeed after
receíving news frem Portugal and Saragossa of French victories achieved
by Marshals Seult and Lannes, who were cempeting with him for Napoleen’s
faveur. Victer’s decision te mount a 70 km wide river-cressing eperation
with a subsequent outflanking maneeuvre en the enemy-occupied seuthern
bank of the Tagus in erder te gain a bridgehead at Almaraz eut of which
[he large-seale offensive tewards La Cuesta was te be launched has rightly
been called «foolhardy» anel extremely «reckless», because it shewed no
pity towards the German vanguar&<. While the Divisions Lasalle, Vilatte
and Ruffin would have te cress the Tagus upstream frem Talavera behind
the German Division Leval. the Cavalry Division Lateur-Maubeurg with
alí fíe meunted and travelling units of the cerps were te stand by north of
(he bridge at Almaraz. The infantry of thc German Divisien, which had
dwindled te 3,400 riflemen, was te force a crossing of the river at Arzobispo
withoul artillery or train, merely with feur days supply of ammunition and
rusks. and. by means of a rapid thrust frem the side in the spectacular
labyrinth of recks of the Sierra Guadelupe, turn the enemy’s positien,
thereby opening a passage te Almaraz fer the following divisiens anel
enabling Latour-Maubourg te cress the bridge (whicb was te be restered
in a makeshift fashien) without fighting.

Early en the morning of 15 March 1809, [reeps from Baden and Nassau
crossed (he enly available, narrow bridge acress the Tagus at Arzobispo -

a bettleneck which, a few months later (3 August 1809), was te be the scene
of a chaetie channelling of the combined troeps of Wellington en his hasty
retreat from Talavera3>. The Spanish ferces in the meuntain ranges south
of the Tagus towards Almaraz werc mepped up. leading te the engagement
of the troops frem Baden and Nassau at Mesas de Ibor and Val dc Canas
en 17/18 March 1809.

Altheugh [he French cavalry general Lasalle had warned enly a few
days earlicr: «Wc must ge easy en the brave Germans —when it comes te
the crunch, it will hit them hardest»», the divisien cemmander, Leval,
justified te tIc Commanding General, Marshal Victor, the cheice of his
vanguard for the two days of heavy meuntain cembat (17 and 18 March
1809) with the prierity of convincing boldness:

>15o2 1809 siehe ebd., 8.83: Sau’sey, 5.68; RoeBler, 8.7 f.

«Zit. naehLang, 8.131 u. Dufner-Greif (Holzing), 8.106; Darstellung nach dens.:siehe
auch RoeBler, 8,7-9.

valankenhoro: 1808-t813, 8.57; Dufner - Cireil (Hol’sing), 8. 107.
<Zi[. nach Blankenhorn: 1808-t8t3,5. 20.
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“Hier veus avez vue Nassau, aujeurd’hui je veus mentrerai Baden.”>

Celonel ven Porbeck wrete the follewing descriptien of the daring flank
attack of thc treeps frem Baden threugh swampy ravines, ever crags or up te
their belts through meuntain torrents, through thorny scrub half as talí as a
man. and finally the daredevil asccnt bctween precipiteus recky beds tewards
the eyrics develeped by the Spanish en “summits like gigantic bastiens”>’:

The hail of bullets that lashed over cur heads was net able [o prevent
us frem sterming up [he meuntain. TIc soldiers gaye each etíer [heir
hands in order te seale [he s(eep recky faces. The drummers beat their
drums which they held aboye their heads, the musie inspired us until
[he bullets distorted its notes;’

(3rd musical example: “Churge”, from tite Napleonic era)

“high ahead of us eur colours waved in ife wind. TIc Spanish fled in
droves. They did ne appear te have any desire te receive us brea(hless
seldiers with vigeur.’>’

The rugged meuntains echoed with the report and ricochets of small
arms fire, [he howling hail of grapeshot. impacting shells, the drumrolls of
the drummers, enes of “vivat” by the attackers and the “usual Homerie
hercie enes” of the Spanish, as well as the commands given by the officers
who had te ferm their team time anel again in the dispersed fightingt. such
as when Colenel ven Perbeck committed bis regiment adjutant with two
companies against the flank and rear of tIc Spanish entrenchment en the
seuthern bank of the bridge at Almaraz:

“While our men were advancing with their bayenets and [...j during the
hand-to-hand fighting, which scarcely lasted the length of a lord<s
prayer. [he French sappers en (he e(her side of tIc river shou(ed [heir
roaring vivat across te us; we ran ente [he bridge, set abeut demelishing
(he barricade frem twe sides, and (he brothers-in-arms embraced ene
anotíer jubilan(ly.

Zit. nach Wiíheím Isenbart: Geschieh[e des 2. Nassauischen InfsníerieRegiments Nr.
88. Berlin [903.5.43; Sau’sey. p. 7(1; Lang. 8. 132.
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Marshal Victors ceup had thus come eff - lic had succeeded in reuting
witheut artillery the Spanish troops en the left bank of [he Tagus, freeing
a difficult reute which ceuld be used as a bypass and opening the crucial
crossing site ever tIc Tagus at Almaraz fer the following French army eorps.

This external success coincided with a barely cencealed internal crisis
in the so-called Franco-German brotherhood-in-arms. Already atan earlier
stage, the “simple, brave man” (Holzing) and many of his commanders in
the centingents from Nassau and Baden had. in serious cases. manifested
their disgust at excesses cemmitted by [he adjacent units in [he se-called
German Division and, aboye alí, by the other French divisiens of their army
corps44 . Since the initial engagements in thc Basque Provinces, [here had
repeatedly been cases of unrestrained atrocities against the lives and
preperty of non-cembatants and merciless treatment of cembatants45,
against which even the respensible divisien commanders and cemmanding
generals were powcrless4< after they had alí toe often allowed acts of
indiscipline and “the most incredible atrecities and excesses” te happe47.
The incidents during the “revenge march te Arenas” en the fletar, lcd by
[he Chief el Staff of the Divisien Leval in [he spring of 1809~<, which [he
Regiments Baden and Nassau had witnessed with horror until they
pretested against [he punitive expedition, made it quite clear te every man
just what fate awaited him sheuld he falí inte Spanish hands: cling together.
swing ogether. TIc Spanish. fervent and unserupuleus in their patrietie
fury. seon no longer made any distinetion betwecn Frenchmen anel (heir
Allies, whe were mestly of German erigin; they regarded them alí as
invaders and usurpers, and new alse as cruel enemies el [he nation. Thcy
could alí bear witness te [he massacre of a patrol of troeps of Nassau, of

AIs deren Sehandtaten den deutsehen Rheinhundtruppen in dic Sehuhe gesehoben
wurden. galt- abermals - Marsehail Victor persónlich als der Iirheber, wogegen Kónig Joseph
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seldicrs frem Baden left behind weunded or sick, or excesses geing as far
as collective bleedlust, and they new grew indignant at any escalation of
human vielence if this was cemmitted by tIc se-called sister divisiens and,
mereover, was brought about by tIc French cemmanders. The caustic reply
by General ven Schaeffer (Nassau, later Baden), who, even in tIc midst of
the unleashed war, demanded strict discipline like ven Porbeck and ven
Grolmann4’ and, enly a few weeks before Victers effensive across the Tagus,
stated te a Frcnch superior that bis beld seldiers were net suited te [he
duties of an executiener as they had been ordered», shcds a significant light
en [he cempulsion te obey erders in the Corps Victor.

Anotíer factor which placed a psychological burden en Ile morale of
the troops was tIc censtant ovcrstraining of their physical strength as a
result of being entrusted with the combat missions which were tactically
mos( dificult and likely te involve heavv losses. As ceuld be heard from [he
utterances of thc French Generals Lasalle and Leval, the lst Brigade
(Regiments Baden and Nassau) had been the main contributer te the
successful battles at Mesa de Ibor and Val dc Canas. This is also evident
from thecorrespendingrepertsent by Celonel ven Perbeck te bis sovereign:

“1 arn preud te cemmand such a brave rcginient. Ne[ ene man wavered.
TIc French had left alí (he diif’icult work te us Gernians alene.

Already during the twe days of meuntain combat, Marsíal Victor had,
in genuine Napoleonic fashien. several times expressed bis gratitude o the
attack groups from Nassau and Baden fer tícir “braveuf’ and had premised
[1cm that he would submit a cenimendatory report te the Emperor anel that
(ley would be rewarded with [he legien of Honou¡>2. Whether this time such
praise and promises still had thc desired effec of reusing Ile struggling
treops cannot be ascertained for certain. A fcw days later, Marshal Victor,
Duke of Bellano, inspected the treops in (he same style, which he had copied
Irem Napoleen. One soldier participating in [he campaign recalled with
striking disparagement that during Victor’s victory parade “orders of thc
day were read ou( with a genuine Gallie raplure”».

This contemp[ueus reminiscence of Victer’s review of [he treops was
merely a mild form of expressien for [he serieus and —as it was te turn

«Sehoeidawind XIV, 5. 69; R. Kolb: Unter Nassaus [‘ahoco. Gesehichte des! Ierzoelieh
Nassauiseheo Ofl’ieiereorps 1 8(13-66, Wieshaden 19(14. 5. 25.
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eut— no longer healable dewnturn in tIc meed of [he German fighters in
Spain vis-a-vis their French commanders. Immediately before, during the
capture of Trujillo (20 March 1809), French formations and the commanders
of the Corps Victor had added further excesses te their series of war
atrecities. which their German ally had already disappreved of most
strongly. During this operatien, they had employed the Regimcnts Baden
and Nassau as a sccurity corden en the appreaches te the town, so that they
ceuld assault the inhabitants and their preperty alí the mere unrestrainedly
behind this scrcen<4.

When, a few days later, the parade greunel south of Trujillo echoed with
the cries of “vive l’empereur” frem the Cerps Victor, the Regiment Baden
responded with three cheers fer [heir sovereign, Granel Duke Charles
Frederick. [he marshal net only ceuntered this demonstrative affront directly
with a visible expressien of annoyance; at the next eppertunities, he refused
(le infantry frem Baden fixed billets and directed them te towns and villages
which they first had te capture from the enemy.5> In the epinien of tIc treeps
from Baden, who considered thcmsclvcs along with the troops from Nassau
(o be the true victors of Mesa de Ibor and Val de Canas and did net wish te
be compared te the Frcnch Army. some of the pIrases used by Victor and
Leval in their orders of the day<> gaye greunds fer further alienation:

L] Sen Excellence se fera un devoir de faire cennaitre a Sa Majeste
I’Empereur et Roi que les treupes de la cenfederation du Rhin
rivalisent de gleire ayee celles de la Grande Armee.’

TIc judgment expressed herein, te the effect that the German seldiers
could new be censidered the equals of tIc French and were praised as [heir
werthy emulators, lcd te an epen eclat at the divisional HQ in the
encampment at Trujillo. There, Colonel von Perbeck dared —against tIc
backgreund of the most recent “abominable acts” committed by the
French— te disasseciate himself mentally from the “Frencí ruling powcr”:

“[...] he weuld he ashamed if [he werst German seldier were net fulí
of eagerness m excel the best Frencí soldier!’v

<Rigel l[, 8. 188 1.: Rehfues (Cirolmano), 5. 252ff.; Sdhaefler. 5.17611.; Dufoer - Greif
(Holziog). 8. 1181.- Heute Trujillo. ea. 40 Marsehkilometer sed!. Almaraz/Tajo.

“Dufoer-Greit(Holzin ),S. 123 Ib Rigel [1,8.196 begrúnde[ mi[wciterer Millstimrnung.
Uber dic ‘sei(gleieheo «for[wiibrenden Zuriieksetzungen» durch dic Franzoseo und dic «oaeh
und oach wachseode Entfremdung» bei den Rheinbundtruppen siehe aueh Guillaunie
Beroays: Schieksale des Greúher’sog[hums Frankfur[ und seiner Truppen. Eme
kulturhistorisehe Studie aus der Zeit des Rheinbundes. Berlin 1882,8.96,

<Gegeben am 21.3.18(19 im Hauptquar[ier zuTruxille, abgedr. bei Rigel 11,5. 192 1.,
Schneidawiod XIV, 8.3021. Hergeohahn, 8.55; Seuzay, p. 7[: Zit. nach Lang, 5. 132.

<Zit, nach Dufoer-Cureil (HoIz¡ng), 5. 22.
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Hewever, such stirrings of inner rebellien in the Cerps de Bade against
their French allies were te lave no effect, as was illustrated by the mass
shoetings of Spanish priseners erdered by Marshal Victor5< and tIc
harassment of the population of Medellin.

With the seizure of the bridge at Almaraz and thc fermation of a large
bridgehead en the southern bank of the Tagus extending te Trujillo, the gate
te the Guadiana was wide epen. Behind the enemy, who was net putting up
vigoreus resistance anywhere, tIc Corps Victor penetrated inte tIc plains of
the Estremadura. where it was awaited near the town of Medellin en 28 March
1809 by the Spanish General Cuesta with 33,000 infantrymen, 7,000
cavalrymen and 30 artillery pieces. This was yet another of the Iastily raised
regional Spanish armies, thc bulk of which censisted of an inadequately
trained and equipped body of recruits, and which comprised only a very small
number of battle-tested units, including foreign treops (Swiss, Walloons).
TIc following account of the Battle of Medellin, which was won after a few
hours by the numerically enly half as strong Corps Victor (17,000 men), was
wrítten by a combatant from Baden, based on his personal experience:

“lii the Ba(tle of Medellin, the Spanish were yellew-and-red ribbons en
tícir hats en which was written: ‘Wc (riumph or die fer King Ferdinand.’
Over an immeasurable width, ata slowpace and in an impesing pesture
they climbed down the hilís, many rnany thousands of tlem. mostly
militiamen, but including a fewactive Spanish and Swiss regiments. led
by 7.000 cavalrymen, whe were supposed te senel the Frencí te their
graves in [he vast plains of tIc Guadiana. When, aher a brielengagement,
[he seales appeared tobe tilting in eur faveur, the mass of numerically
far superior enemies, whe had been thrown agains( us haphazardly, lost
alí their powers of resistance. In a bleody pursuit WC wreaked terrible
vengeance en [he cruelty of [his nation. Wifli bayencts, sabres, marking
pins and cleaning reds we also killed fleeing weunded men and prlsoners.
When the rainy night gaye way te (he ligh( of day, the hattlcfield strewn
with cerpses was a grueseme sight. Eight days later, we Germans were
given tIc task of clearing the battlefield. It was a uwful job o have (o
clean the earth covered with piles of bodies: the air was heavy witl
plague and tíere was a terrible stench. Hordes of vulturesjoined in eur
work of obliterating the traces of that bloody 28th March. [...] The lot
of (he weunded was dreadful. There was no medical care en either side.
Wc saw a Walloen who had had both hands cut eff and ene foot
shattered. [...] We met many more unfortunate beings whe were put te
death by cempassion.’>»

>Rigel 11,5.209 f.; Schaeffer, 8.189; Scbneidawind XIV. 8.288; Dulner-Creif (Holzing),
8. 131.

~<Aus’sugsweisezit. aus Blankenhern: 1808-l813. 5.21: siehe aucí Rigel II. 195 fIL, 209 1..-
216; Rrieg,S. 48ff.; Dufner- Greif (Hol’sing),S. 89.123ff; Lang.S. 1 13; Hergenhahn, 8.58 lf.-
Isenbart. 8. 46 fIL; KoIb,—,28f:Schaetfer,S. 184 [‘i,:SchneidawindXIV.S.266 it’.:I3ernays,S. 88f
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In essence, the cembat experience of the troops frem Baden in the
French armee d’Espagne was similar te [he events en the other battlefields
in Spain: “The god of war” (Napoleon), the Napeleonie artilíery, with its
massed and motile employment, had, by means of tire cencentration, badly
shaken the Spanish units —attacking without a main effert and thrown into
the battle ene after the other— cvery time befere the direct clash of the
oppesing armies. Thcrcupen, the inexperienced Spanish regional units, hit
by [he ferce of Victor’s French attack columns had streamed back in panic
without seeking support frem the active and foreign units that were offering
resistance and withdrawing with them in an orderly fashion, with the result
that they alse dragged these “towers” and “islands” in the battle inte ruin
with them. This seene is remarkable in the histery of war: the German
infantry battalions attacked the Spanish eavalry —which had been terrified
by [he wild enes of victory and by alí the drummers of the division beating
their drums— with their weapons of cold steel and routed it along with the
infantry.

The eutcome of the 28t1 of March 1809 at Medellin:
Marshal Claude Victor, with his 17,000 battle-tested seldiers, facing an

eneniy that was numcrically twice as strong, had won a victery within a few
hours. 20,000 Spanish seldiers had been killed, areund 4,000, mest of them
seriously wounded, had been taken prisener. The French corps had lest
barely 1,000 men, and the Regiment Baden had only a few men woundcd.
But here, toe, tIc successes were net exploited» In nene of [he regiens in
which they had achieved tactical successes did the suberdinate French
commanders manage te mount an operational pursuit in the style of
Napeleen with the aim of tetally annihilating the enemy forces neither
Victor en the Tagus in the provinee of Estre, flor, at roughly the same time
180km further cast, General Sebastiani after lis victory at Ciudad Real in
La Mancha, nor Seult in Galicia and en thc lower reaches of tIc Duero in
northern Portugal.

As a result, the Spanish, and with them the Portuguese, were able,
despite tícir heavy defeats anel lesses, te replenish the remnants of their
beaten army with freshly levied conscripts, who were quickly recruited in
the uneccupied southwest and south of the peninsula. And once again, their
unflagging natienal resistance received British suppert.

On 22 April 1809, Sir Arthur Wellesley had landed at Lisbon for the
sccond time, thereby launching ter that year a further, very turbulent
campaign en [he Iberian Península, which, for the treeps frem Baden, was
te Icad te a series of brilliant battles witheut a final victory and, fer [he

><Rigel 11, SÉ 220 f.; Schneidawind XV, S. 16; Sauzay, p. 73; 1-lergenhaha, S.66: y. Roellíer:
S(udien Ober den Spanischen Unabhángigkeitskrieg, Berlin 1888, 8. 9; Dufner - Greil
(Holzing). 5. 134 f., 138.
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British-Portuguesc-Spanish cealitien, ended in a temporary collapsc of their
high strategic expectatiens in this theatre. For while it is true that the thrifty
British Secretary of War, Castlereagh, had dispatehed in Wcllesley a general
who was familiar with thc locality and acknowledged te be circumspect, the
expeditionary force numbered a mere 25,01)0 men. Compared with the
French army of occupation of 200,000 men, this figure was still toe lew even
if we ge along with Castlereagh’s view that “evcry British infantryman was
werth two Frenchmen” and “tIc remaining Portuguese and Spanish troeps
were available as additional cannen fedder”. Indeed (he power-political
ideas in thc anti-Napoleonic coalitien as [o who should actually assist whom
in this theatrc were very different and selfish. The Portuguese, recently
defeated by Soult at Oporto, still numbered 16,000 regulars and militiamen.
The Spanish refused te participate in uniform coalition warfare under
Wellesley’s high command and stuck te their previous uncoerdinated
eperatiens with individual dctachments er armies left te their own devices’.

Lecally, Wellesley was initially successful. He surprised Soult who, after
capturing and sacking Oporto, and altheugh lis pewerful operational army
faced a Pertuguese ficíd army that was Iardly wortliy of the name, had net
ventured any further into the interior of Portugal, because Spanish
¡nsurgents had cut eff his lines of cemmunication te the rear. Since Marshal
Ney, whe was in Galicia, had net helped him in mopping up the hinterland,
Soult fclt compelled te abandon northern Portugal under the pressure of
Welleslcy, first seeking te link up with the Corps Ney and then, with [lis
corps, carrying eut retaliation in Galicia and Asturias. Wcllesley thus knew
that Portugal was safely in his possessíen and —for tIc time being— tIat
two French corps were tied dewn by guerrilla warfare in nerthwestern Spain
when, in late May 1809, he advanced eastwards acress the Pertuguese border
anel entered the Spanish prevince of Estremadura. Given the dithering,
wait-and-see attitude of [he Frencí Commander-in-Chief, King Joseph, whe
did net manage te achieve operational interaction between [he units of bis
army cerps and gaye free rein te the rivalries ameng bis marshals, it was
new the turn of Marshal Victor who, left te his ewn devices, withdrew in
tIc face of Wellesley and seught te link up with the main bedy of tIc armee
d’Espagne te the west of Madrid.

Thus, [he German Division, and with it the contingent of treops frem
Baden, was drawn into this game of deminoes —i.e. the troop movements
of tIc major formations in the western part of the Iberian square— when
Victor lcd his corps out of the meuntain ranges south of tIc Tagus (which
had been captured enly a short time before after heavy fighting) back across

Zit., Dars[elluog u. Zahíenangaben naeh Hereld, 5 18 f., der dic wesentlich aus
Ifannoveranero u. Brauosehweigero besteheode Kerotruppe der Deutschen Legion des
Kóoigs von Eogland (Kiog’s (lerman Legion) nicht erwáhnt.
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the river heading northwards. After exceedingly strenueus mountain
marches and thc crossing of the bridge of ships which had in the meantime
been censtructed at Almaraz, however, the time gained was net te be used
fer rcst and preparatien for thc decisive battle against the approaching
Wellesley. Rather, the troeps were ordered by the Frencí te cellect taxes
for King Joseph, using their bayonets as threatening instruments, and te
take rctaliatery measures against the local Spanish population who, enly a
short time before, had “brutally slaughtered” a detachment of Westphalian
drageons after pretending te be hospitable and providing them with billetsC.

Digressien:
In the rugged meuntaineus terrain of La Vera and the Sierra de Gredos

lying nortí of the Rio Tietar which runs parallel te the Tagus (reughly en the
level of Almaraz-Arzobispo-Talavera), the Regiments Baden, Nassau and
Holland, which had been selected fer special operatiens and were
commanded by Leval, were involved in the kind of total national war that
was characterized by atrocities en the part of tIc Spanish guerrillas that were
se Icineus as te be almost unrepeatable as well as by ruthless reprisals and
retaliatery measures en the part el the French army of eccupation. As
described aboye, troeps frem Baden, understandably enraged by the fact that
thcir fellow soldiers had been killed behind tícir backs, had, en the battlefield
at Medellin (28 March 1809), dashed forward “in bleody pursuit and wreaking
terrible vengeance en the atrocities cemmitted by the Spanish peeple”»>.

When the Corps de Bade was detached en [he Tietar and sent tewards
Arenas and etíer towns and villages te mount an indiscriminate campaign
of extermination, its commanders largely placed [he dictates of humanity
aboye the categerical imperative of discipline, i.e. unconditienal
subordination te the French high command. This is borne out by the final
notes niade in bis diary by the sensitive and idealistically minded commander
of [he lst Battalion, Major Ludwig von Grolman-’-who had been recalled
heme immediatcly after this pacification mission te assume a higher pesitien:

‘4...] ilí-fated bleod-stained eeuntry! 1 toe helped te augment thy
rnisery, but 1 did mA mock [lee, íleo helped te síed the bleod of thy
sons, but in hanoarable combat, in Ihe open Jeud of men whe sparc [he
defeneeless and [he weak! My eyes did not remain innecent of murder

“<Uberden Meuchelmordan deohessiselenChevaulegersvgl. Rigel II, S. 154: Sehaefier,
8. 146; Rehiues (Grolmano), 8.247ff.; Duiner - Greil (I-Iol’sing), 5.89 u. 97 IV; Lang, 5. 132.
Zi[. nach Blankeohorn: 1808 1813, 5. 42 Ib

“Das Meucheln Zuriiekgebliebener batte den Spanienfeldzug von Antang an best,mmt.
siehe u.a, Rehfues (Grelmann, 5.87 Ib). - Von Cuestas Armee war vorher ruchbar gewerden,
dalí sic sich daraut eiogeschworen hatte. kein Pardon ‘su geben - was sie aueh hei der
erfelgverheilíeoden ers[en Schlachtphase ta[. Vgl. Kolb, 5.29: lsenbar[, S.48 u. Sc; Schaeffer,
5. 187 i.: Krieg 59: Sehneidawind XIV. 5.282; Dufner - Greif (1-Iel’sing), 5. 126: Bernays,
5. 93.
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and fire, but my censcience did. 1 ence again extend my innocent hand
fer recenciliatien, and fergive even tly assassins, whe more than once
tried [o put an end te my [ife”>4.

Grolman’s succcsser as cemmander of the lst Battalion, “Captain
[Leepeld] von Holzing, whe was always doing us credit”, as his regiment
commander reperted<>, disobeyed orders in a little tewn en thc Tagus and
spared “inhabitants anel their dwellings frem bloody, blazing retaliatien”»>,
fer which tIc prior of a nearby monastery presented him with his pectoral
cross and speke the fellewing words of thanks: “Blessed be the warrior who
centinues te be a human being”>’. After alí, since the French invasion,
monks, clergymen and bishops had shown themselves te be leaders in the
Spanish popular uprising, reading out the mest martial of junta directives
frem tbe pulpit and even taking up arms themselves.

A Hanoverian serving with the British, who was te clash with tIc troops
from Baden at Talavera immediately after they had carried eut tícir
pacificatien mission, neted in bis diary:

“He whe weuld cenquer Spain must have tIc clergy as his friends.
etberwise he will never manage it! The Freneh lave realized (bis.
Altheugh they lave strung up er shot several thousand of [he caste and
burned down their menasteries and hideeuts. [bey have net
accemplished any[hing. We British have enly found incrcyin tleir eyes
te the extent tha( (ley lave ferbidden tIc peasants te eut cur tlreats
Iike they dote [be Frencí —[...] Even we Britisí faced such harm

Guerrilla warfare and the imposed compulsion te mount revenge
campaigns were so abhorrent te the seldiers from Baden who were directly
affected that they regarded the pitched battle as the lesser evil of their
ebligatien te perform military service<’.

The next clash of the opposing armies designed te bring about a decision
was te take place as carly as July 1809 immediately following Marsíal
Victor’s pacificatien action and withdrawal in the face of Wellesley.

‘>Andere Beispiele fúr dic sehenende Behandlungdurch Grolmano vg1. Rehiues,5. 299;
Duiner- Cred (l-loI’siog), 8.8099.- Hcrvorhebungen dureh Verf,

>~Zi[. naeh Blaokenhorn: 1808-1813. S.45 aus Beriehten des Oberst y. Porbeek.
«So Blankenhorn a.a.O., 8.46. Ungenann[ «in einem SUid[eheo anden Ufern des Tajo»

nací CV. Sommerla[t (Hrsg.): Zílge (eu[sehen Muihes uod Hoehsions PP.’ Erster i’eil, Base!
182<), 5. 134 fi.

‘<Semmerla[t 5. 13.5 >38. - Siele auch Lesebuch mr tJntereifi’siere und Soldawn des
Grolíher’seglieh Badiseheo Armeekerps, Karlsruhe 1824, S,241-282: Dufoer - Greil (Helzing),
5.99 -102.

l-lannóverseher Kriegskommissar Schaumann, zit. bei Blankenhero: 1808-1813.8.71 u. 26.
Berieht Porbecks y. 14.4.1808 an Grofiher’seg von Baden, abgedr. bei Blankeohorn:

[808-1813,5.21-Dalí dic «braveo Badener der teuflisehen 1-leokerei múde>’ wareo und siel
im Befehlsnotstaod belandeo, scbilderjt Dutner - Creil (Holzing). 5.89- 102 beispielhaft.
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Talavera: Brillianí Military Feats but no Decision

In order te avoid the risk of being intercepted and held at bay by
Wellesley, or at the very least so as not te huye te fight alone, Marshal Victor
had first abandoned tIc Estremadura and, by July 1809, had already almost
fallen back en the main French army which was assembling 100 km
southwest of Madrid when he turned abeut with his corps and launched a
surprise ceunterstreke against La Cuestas newly created army. La Cuesta,
with ever 30,000 Spanish troeps mest of whem had enly recently been
recruited, had joined up - geegraphically at least - with Wellesley’s 20,000
men at Oropesa en 25 July 1809. However, he had not been willing te agree
te Wellesley’s operatienal idea of a deuble-sided envelepment of Victor
before the French main body had approacbe&» tbereby allowing Victor te
get away yet again (te Torrijas), while he himself had ventured forward toe
far frentally anel in an unceordinated manner. Hewever, Victers streke
had only sufficed te push Cuesta back frontally and net te achieve total
victory over [he Spanish dctachment, which had get inte a considerable
panic and fled but had been covered telerably well in its hasty retrcat by a
Britisí reserve divisien dispatehed by Wellesley7. Cuesta had paid for his
preud refusal, between 22 and 26 July 1809, te keep un eye en Wellington’s
superior dispositiens for an enveloping attack on Victor and ultimately fer
the latter’s repulse eut of a faveurable positien with a humiliating setback
at Torijes and had forfeited a sweeping eperatienal suceess which the Allies
could in the meantime have achieved.

And the inordinately ambiticus Victor had, without agreement with King
Joseph, meunted un advance attack in erder te win the victer’s laureis alene
- “not a geod emen fer the next day [27/28 May], as the advancing marshal
seemed yet again te want te act en his ewn authority.”” With bis desire te
gain status and his fiery aggressiveness, Marshal Victor, like most of
Napelcons cemmanders, was “an advecate of the mest dashing, most ruthless
offensive and tetally indifferent te any lesses he suffered in [he precess”7t

On thc day before and the day of Talavera, toe, the marsíal had only
bis tactical success of the mement in mmd; he did not shew any far-

<Kritik an Cuestas Fáhigkei[en ‘sum Eeldherrn wáhrwn seit Anbeginn seines Kommandes,
vgl. Rigel [5.306. Spannungen Cuesta - Wellington yor u. nach Talavera siehe Wes[merland:
Erinnerungen aus den ersteo Feldzúgen des Herzogs von Wellington in Portugal und Spanien,
Berlin- London 18435. 501., D.S. Daniel]:Fourth Hussars. The His(ery of a British Cavalry
Reginiení, London 1959, p. 80; iones, 5. 82; 5 Die Schlaeht bei Talavera am 27. und 28.
Juli 1809». in: Militár-Woehenblatt, 94. Jg. 1909, N» 94, Sp. 2126: RoeBler, 5. 10: Rigel 11,8.
293; Schoeidawind XVI, 8136ff., 1501.

Rigel II, 293 Ib; Sehneidawind XVI, 5. 246 fIL
rZit. Rigel [5.294.
‘So RoeBler, 8.7. Beispie[e [ir dic taktisch-operativen Fúhrungsschwáchen ven Victor

u, Leval «mehr Braveur als Einsicht» , siehe Sehaelter, 8. 119 1., 141ff.. 148 (Zit.)
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sightedness for a higher operatienal idea and was certainly net prepared te
interact for the “cencert of arms” in King Joseph’s armée du midi. Marshal
Victor had neither had the pursuit taken up, ner had he given chase with
the forces at his disposal te the incoherent Allied dispesition, which was
already in a state of disorder en the right, i.e. Spanish wing; ner lad he
reported the faveurable situatien te the nearby high cemmand and the
closely following French main bedy74.

The latter had also included, since thc previous day (25 May 1809), the
IV Corps commanded by General Sebastiani with tIc Cenfederatien of the
Rhine Division7<, which had been rushed te Toledo in energy-sapping ferced
marches in the heat7<, frem where, ecíeloned en the left, it had fellewed
Victer’s attack en lerrijos en 26 May. Since, therefore, neither King Joseph
and bis Chief of the General Staff Jeurdan nor the IV Cerps under
Sebastiani received infermation and details te enable them te get a picture
of (he enemy situatien, they judged the Spanish cavalry units appearing
sporadically ahead of the left-hand French army columns te be the
organized enemy rear guarel. tinder such errenceus assumptiens, thc
cemmandcrs several times ordered [heir troeps te change direction and te
assume (heir battle order; in an area march through cornfields. over ditehes
and bedges. the Cerps Sebastiani lest net only “thc best time te put tIc
sword between [he ribs of (?ucsta’s armies”7, but also lest ceníbat pewer.
lo blazing sunshine “up te ferty degrees”7>, the natural censequences wcre
numereus men dropping eut of (he march and a general state of exhaustien,
as the seurces frem Baden unanimously cemplain.

On [he eve of the Battlc of Talavera, the Corps de Bade —which had
once again net been previded with rations er medical support by the Frcnch
intendance— was not very enceuraged as it reviewed the evcnts of tIc past
few days, although it had “been burning with impatience for the clash” when
it had set eut en [he morning of this 26 July. Only tIc veltigeurs had been
invelved in skirmishes with a few Spanish cavalrymen; the infaotry of [le
German Divisien, which had deployed in vain en the order of Leval, had
“net seen any sigo of the [enemy]”. but they had Icarel with satisfactien of

Lt. Sehacifer. 8. 198 war Vie[or berejis am 24.6. von Kónig Joseph gertig[ worden. da
er diesen ohne Melduog licO,

Sehon am 22.5.1 809 war die Deutsche Division (Leval) aus dem 1. Korps (Victor)

ausgesehieden und am 21.6. unter das Komniaodo yen General Sebastianis IV. Korps (ehem.
Lefebvre) getreteo: vgl. Rigel 11253: Sao/ev p. 74 note 16.

>Zu den tagelangen ><Hin-uod Contre-Míirseheo» unter Gepúek vgl. Rigel It. 8. 294:
Sehaelfer. 8. 199 1.. Sehneidawind XV[. 8.152 Dufner - Greii (Hol’sing}. 8.147 11.

VZit. naeh Sehneidawiod XVI. 8. [52. Zum ‘sed- u. kráf[c’,ehreoden Aomarsch durch
stándiges Deployieren unter Sonnenglu, siehe Rigel 11,5.294 [Ib.Krieg 721., 75: Sehaclfer.
8.2011.

«Dieses u. nachí. Zit. nach Dufner-Greii (Hol’sing). 5. 149. 148 u. Anm. 76).
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the combat success of [he Wcstphalian chevaulegers over Spanish cavalry
en the vcry terrain 15km before Talavera7» which had been assigned as night
camp te the treops from Baden as well as the entire army of King Joseph.

On the ether side», Wellington was prompted by Cuesta’s obstinacy anel
defeat and compelled by the appreach of the French main bedy te assumc
a defensive posture. With bis eye for faveurable terrain, the selection anó
occupation of deminating pesitions, with his dispesitions for the artillery,
for the positiening of reserves te hold crucial terrain areas Wellesley once
more preved te be a master of tried-and tested patterns of thc 1 8th century
war of art.>’ To this end, Wellesley first pushed Victor’s rear guard —which
was withdrawing eastwards anyway— eut of thc elevated terrain secters
extending frem the right bank of the Tagus north of Talavera de la Reina
ever a distance of approx. 6km te the mighty meuntain ranges which beuod
the Tagus Valley in the north.

Wellesley tíen assumed bis ordre de bataille along these síepes nerth
of Talavera and along [he dominating feothills en the edge of the meuntains
of the lagus Valley. From this elevated perimeter positien, Wellesley liad
a perfect overview both of his ewn linear and echelened-in-depth
dispesition and tewards the enemy in an easterly directien tewards [he
gently undulating terrain afferding peor cover>7 througl-¡ which —parallel
w Wellesley’s dispositiens— the Alberche flowed ata distance of just under
5km. The prudent Wellesley had entrusted tIc Spanish, whe lacked battle
practice, with the task of cevering the right wing at Talavera up te tIc Tagus>»
anel, with bis numcrically weaker but battle-tested Britisí treops, had taken
up the central positien, which was faveurable fer defensive eperations and
frem which the glacis ceulel be controlled by sight and fire.

Within 24 hours. Wellesley had, with circumspection, done alí that was
necessary ¡fi [he main position. With methodical foresight, be Fiad achieved
quite a bit mere, namely by pushing tIc infantry-heavy Britisí rear guard
under General Mackenzie acress the Alberche.

Thc first acquaintance [hat the troops from Baden made with Britisí
treeps involved tIc Baden light infantry, which had fanned out and was

‘Dic hessjschen Dragoner vern 1. Korps (Victor) orn 26.7.18[)9 mittags bei Santa lilaIla:

siehe Rigel 11.8.294: Schneidawind XVI, 5. 147, 152: Dufner-Greif (Holziog), 5. 14Sf.
«Bei Waterloo solíte Wellington lormuliereo. «beyood ¡he hill»: Sehneidawind XVI, 5. [49.

Miehael Howard: Der Kricg in der curopáiseben Gcschicb[e. Vem Ritterheer ‘sur
Atomslreitmaeht. Múneheo 1981,S. 120; I-Ians Deíbrúek: Geschichte der Kriegskuns im
Rahmen der politiseheo Gesehiehte, 4. Teil, Berlin 1962,8, 514.- Dank «Lord Wellesley 1.7
befand sieh dic Armee der Alliierten in der glúcklichen Lage. sich gleich wirksam in de,
Delensivesehlagen’su kónnen, als, gegebeneofalís zum Angrit’f úber’sugehen>’. Zit. KoIb, 5. 31.

«Prágnante Geliindebesehreibung bei iones, 5.83 Ib; Hergenhaho, 5.80 Ib; Seboeidawind
XVI. 5. 153 Ii.

«Sehneidawiod, ebd.; Frobenius. 5.652: Mili(ár-Wechenblatt 1909, Sp. 2127.
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advancing ahead of the left wing of the armée du midi«. However, this did
net happen until a few heurs after 1 Corps en [he right wing of the Freneh
Army had already engaged the Britisí in several fierce encounters. The fact
that [he Cerps de Bade —which was after alí at the frent of IV Frencí
Cerps— was not te experience real centact with Wellesley’s treeps until
the second day of the battle (28 July 1809). but tben ah the more severely.
was ene of the salient features of the incoherent way in which King Joseph
commanded his army. Cemmeoting en this, a member of Wellington’s
enteurage said that tíere had seldom been such a strange battlc<5.

After [he exccedingly strenuous and, mereever, slew march jo the
heat en 26 July and the oight camp near Santa Olalla. King Joseph had,
as early as 5 o’clock en the fellewing merning. advanced his army further
tewards thc Alberche and Talavera>. This movement of troops ence again
teok place as “everything was prepared fer battlc. [...] strictly with
closed-up columns”>7; frem neon enwards, under the blazing heat of the
sun, conditiens became unbearably sultry for the infantrymeo marching
wití their rifles, 60 cartridges and heavy kit bags». and they “often halted,
te get more intelligence en the enemy. as a result of which thcy did net
make very fast pregress”>. Thus, the arduousness and ah the tactical
malaise of [he area march en Ile previcus day were ioutially Lo be
centinued: “i’bey said we were leoking for the enemy; but it seemed as
tíeugh we were loeking for the way”, wcre the subsequent, ironie words
of a cembatant from Baden». TIe observer of warfare in a Napoleonie
army is amazed at sud premature and thoreughly unnecessary wastage
of cembal power in [he face of an imminent battle which was te bring
abeut a decisien. But it was no longer the armée dEspagne under the
personal cemmand of [he Military Emperor Napeleon Buenaparte, with
its constan[ly maintained tactical reconnaissancc ariel long-range
operatienal reconnaissance te obtain an carly and serviceable picture of
tIc enemy situatien, but rather tíe army cemmanded deficiently by King
Joseph Bonaparte and bis undynamic Chief of [he General Staff. Jeurdan.
Thus, tIc Army High Cemmand kept its mighty cavalry en a tight rein
and divided it up fer deployment between tIc two infantry cerps —Victor
en the right and Sebastiani en tIc left— as well as en the flanks, closely

«Hierbei handelt es sieh um dic beideo badisehen VeI(igeur-Kompanien im kombioierten
- aus den nationalen Keo[ingenten der Deutsehen Diyision gebildeten - Veltigeur-Btl.
(Plánkler).

«Westmorlaod. Sf1.
>Sehaelfer. 8,202: Sebneidawind XVI, 5. 157: l)ufner - Greif (iiolzing), 5. 149.

><7.i[. Sehaefier. 5.2(12.
«Schilderung naeh Dufoer-Greil (HoI’sing) 5. 147.

Ebd., SÉ 149; Zi[. nach Sehaefler, 5,2(12.
‘Zit. Rigel 11,5. 295 Uber den 26,7.1809.
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fellewed by the foot-soldiers. It is possible that the French generals did
net want te employ the bulk of their cavalry until [he infantry had cleared
the way>.

Right frem the beginning, things were not te work eut this way, because,
although a few inreads were achieved in the steadfast British infantry, it
was never pessible te achieve a breakthrough, and because whcnever a crisis
appeared te be looming in the battle, the British cemmander skilfully
directed cavalry te the focal points in a timely fashion and launched
counterattacks with local superierity. Here, Wellesley employed his artillery
—whieh, compared with [he Freneh artillery, was inferior in terms of
numbers and calibre— in a manner that was se agile and suited te the
situatien that it was possible te achieve cxtremely effective massing of fire

every time
When, aronnó nuon en 27 JuLy, [he Frencí cavalry, ahead of [he far-

advanced right wing of the army, for the first time started te show themselves
te the British, who had pushed forward their rear guard en the plain beyond
thc west bank of the Alberche, tIc Britisí cemmander, Mackenzie, ordered
[he correct sequence br withdrawal, btu in doirig so underestimated the
time factor. While the French cavalry, conscieus of their numerical
superiority, immediatcly dasíed forward, Haneverian cavalry elcments of
(he Kings German Legien, who had anyway been checked by a mishap,
feund themselves compelled te come te blows with the French vanguard
while they were still in the riverbed, in order te cover the reassumptien of
[he combat fermation, for which elements of the British infantry had arrived
late follewing iheir river cressing. Remarkably, the French cavalry did not
dare te cress the Alberche with the bulk of their forces, but waited for their
feet-soldiers te meve up. The veltigeurs were quickly in place, elesely
fellewed and immediately incorperated by (he vanguard of the Corps
Victor. Fer the marshal Fiad immediately erdered [he Division Lapisse, at
[he spearhead of lis troops advancing in division celumns, te launch an
attack en the move against [he withdrawing British cevering forces.

This tactical offensivc metíed, practised many times en the French
side and se far always successful against Spanish fermations. initially
precceded in its custemary flowing movements..Its assault celumns waded
swiftly threugh the shallew Alberche and, despite precisely placed
defensive fire, felí upen Mackenzies rear guard with such vehemence that
they almost bowled ever a brigade, and even separated it frem its adjacent
brigade. It was enly pessible te reestablish a coherent conduct of
eperations —which had been lest at times—- by mcans of “spced and
precisien. with 1~~] thc oíd regiments of 4w division ferming up [...] and

‘Se Rigel 11,8.296 f. u. Schneidawind XVI, 5. 158.
<2 B.P. Hughes. Feuerwalien. Einsat’s und Wirkung 1630-1850, Thun 1980,8. 138.
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re-establishing order”’>. Wellesley, who was located atan exposed position
(Casa dc Salinas) te observe the enemy when the bulk of the French infantry
unexpectedly broke ferth, and who only just escaped capture during this
raid>4, was alí the more able te master this surprise because he checked the
rapid advance of the French vanguard with the Ielp of his cavalry reserve
(General Payne). Under (he cever of feur cavalry rcgiments, (he rearguard
new withdrew, “in best order, altheugh with difficulty”’«, and having lost
among many others their division commander, via the plain te [heir
designated dispositien behind the feremost battlefrent of [he Britisí.

During the afternoen of 27 July, Marshal Victor extended his right wing
northwards ter (he first time, in erder te exploit bis initial success mere
effectively. The terrain, en which he was impatiently striving for a decisive
eutcome te the battle and for his victory, was familiar te him from carlier>
Whcn Victor espied British treops —initially enly— en the plain between
the carthworks en the Alberche —a redeubt that was still being fertified
at the junetien between the Spanish and British hattlefrents— and the
seutheastern síepes of the hillteps of the Cerro de Medellin rising here te
the west of the Alberche. he immediately saw this hill as the commanding
height, the possession of which weuld decide the eutceme of [he battle: for
Wellesley as the key te the entire Anglo-Spanish line of defeoce; for the
Frcnch asan eutstanding terrain positien aod at the same tiíne a pivot frem
which it would be pessible te rolí up the Allied pesition and bring abeut its
cellapse. What the French marsíal ceuld not have known when he decided
(o seize [he Medellin hill that was inadequately occupied by thc British was
that there, at rougíly [he same time, follewing Wellesley’s dispesitions.
elemcnts of the rear guard (Mackenzie Division) that had since been
incorperated and of the King’s German Legion, ameng ethers,wcre starting
te occupy this clevated position.

Before the afternoen of 27 July was over, Victor Fiad established twe
impertaot prerequisites fer unhinging tIc British battle formation en its
nerthern wing by attacking frem a northeastcrly directien. First, he secured
for himself the Cerro de Cascajal, a hill directly opposite the Cerro de
Medellin, but notas high or steep as that en the British side, and separated
from the lattcr by a distance of at least 500 m and the valley of tIc Alberche.
Do (bis eommanding height (br [he Frencí side) of tít Cerro de Cascajal,

Vorberige Darstellung u. Zit. naeh Sehneidawiod, XVI, 8. 160 f. (unter Beruíuog aut
englisehe Quellen); Bernhard Sehwertfeger: Gesehichte der Kóniglich Deutschen Legion
1803-181 6, 1. Bd., Hannover u. Leipzig 1907; Adolf Pfanokuche: Die-Kóniglieh deutsche
[egion 1803-1816, Hannover 1926.

Sehoeidawind XVI. 8. 160 unter Berufung auf Moyle Sherer: Mili[ary Memoirs. vol [.
p. 223.

>Schoeidawiod XVI, 5. 161.
‘«Schneidawind XVI, 8. 158.
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Victor cencentrated his 30 hcavy guns te form a “grand battery” in keeping
with the traditional method of employment of Freneh artillery at that time
—but enly follewing tIc pattern, and benefiting at best the entire attack
frontage of his 1 Corps, but with a significantly decreasing effective range
for [he left wing of the French army, as was te become apparent in a very
detrimental manner en the second day of the battle».

Marshal Victor sought te achieve tIc seconel prerequisite fer his hastily
erdered attack en Wellesley’s nerthern pesitional forces by marching eff
and wheeling te the right. Tejudge by the result, hewever, the marshal did
not launcí lis effensive manoeuvre in a wide are against the British wing
tip and flank, but, under pressurc of time and with inadequate enemy
intelligence, as a frental attack directed obliqucly against ene wing.

lmmediately alter Ihe hasty frental attack by the Division Lapisse
against the British rear guarel, Victor had centinued moving ferward thc
tW(> infantry divisicos Vilatte and Rufin. They had waded through the
Alberche in divisien columns with fifes and drums, had theo deployed te
(he right in two lines with their 10 battalions each and echeloned tícir
veltigeurs en tIc right, befere advancing tewards the left wing of [he British
and gaining a feetheld with seme elements en a hill lying oppesite thc
commanding heigbt of Medellin, which was enly “at this momcnt eccupied
by [he Britisí Denkin Brigade”»>. The impetueus ferward urge of the Corps
Victor and thc relative slowness of the British troops in occupying their
positicos en [he nerthern wing of heir battlefront<> presented the French
with goed oppertunities for a meeting engagement with an adversary who
was not yet fully ready te cenduct defensive operatiens. But instead they
stopped te erganize, te arrange the fermatien of 1 Corps and, en its left, te
wait for tIc tíree cavalry divisions (Milhaud, Latour-N4aubeurg, Merlin)
te move up en the plain. Mcanwhile, the French kept up a bombardmcnt
of the Denkin Brigade en (he Cerro de Medellin.

Zur Artillerie[aktik siehe Hugies. 5.129,132,137.
«Sehneidawind XVt. 5. 161 1.
‘‘Begrúodung fiir den britisehen Ver’sug bei Hughes, 5. 130.
>Sehneidawind XVI, 5. 162.


